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1800. — Thb harvest of the preceding year, in the vicinity of 
Newcastle, was so' backward, that a quanti^ of oats was not cut 
till near the end of January this year, at Leaq^te, in the parish of 
Ryton ; and at that late period, oats were standing uncut at Hed- 
ley, and other southern parts of Northumberland. In consequence 
of the faOore of the above harvest, together with the effects of 
war, a great !|Mnrth prevailed, and wheat in Newcastle market was 
frequently soU at two guineas a boU, two Winchester bushels. A 
subscription was formed at Durham for assisting the poor of that 
city and its neighbourhood. The hall of St. Nicholas workhouse 
was fitted up as a soup kitchen, and a great quantity of soup, &c., 
was distributed to the poor at a very moderate charge. 

Jan. 27. — Died, Francis Hill, well known by the name of Old 
Ftanky. He had attended in a sod hut on the road between New- 
castle and Shields for upwards of fifty years, to solicit the charity 
by which his harmless existence was su[^rted. 

March 2.^-Three prisoners, named John Outerside, under sen* 
tence of transportation, Richard Lowe, committed for forgery, 
and Thomas (rraham, committed for high-way robbery, effected 
their escape from the gaol of Newcastle. By wrenchins a bar from 
the inside of the chimney of their cell they forced uieir way up 
the chimney to the roof of the prison, whence, by cutting their 
bed-clothes and knotting the pieces together, which they tied to a 
sun-dial on the roof, they descended to the field adjoining Gallow- 
gate. John Sill, convicted with Outerside, attempted to escape at 
the same time, but being rather corpulent, he stuck fast in the 
chimney, and could neither get out nor back again, till he was 
assisted down by the keepers. Outerside was taken the same day 
bjT the intrepidity of Mr. Grale, the gaoler, at Woodend, near Bea- 
mish, and Graham would have shared the same ftte, had soBie 
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countrj'men who were spectators of the pursuit, lent their asust- 
uice ; while Mr. tiale kept guard upon uuterside, he offered 51!. 
to any who would assist in the pursuit of Graham, which they luii- 
i'oTvaly refused. 

A BunilBT escape was carried into effect the same day by four of 
the feloDs in the gaol at Morpeth, two of whom were soon taken. 
One of the above four prisoners who made their escape, was John 
Winter, of the notorious family of that name. 

1800 The beginning of this year, no less than 69 out of 71 

vessels, laden witt) cools, from Shields and Sunderland, were 
wrecked in their passage to London, 



ISOO (April 4^.— Died, in the 40th year of his age, Mr. Solomon 
Hodgson, many years printer and publisher of the Newcastle 
Chronicle newspaper, in the conduct of which, he uniformly ad- 
vanced the genuine sentiments of his mind, uninfluenced by party 
or interest of any kind, and unconnected with any political club or 
society whatever. Firmly attached to the principles of constitu- 
tional liberty, to recal the attention of his readers to those princi- 
ples, was an object to which he devoted his chief exertions. He 
ieelingly lamented the miseries of war ; and so long as he could do 
it consistently with personal safety, he exercised the privilege rf 
declaring his conscientious sentiments with boldness and freraom, 
but always without descending to licentiousness or personalitv. 
His remains lie interred in St. John's church-yard, under a table 
monument, next that of John Cunningham, the celebrated pastoral 

Siet, who had been patronized, &c,, by Mr. Thomas Slack, Mr. 
odgson's father-in-law. The above wood cut, for the use of 
which I am indebted to Messrs. T. and J. Hodgson, wa« engraved 
by Mr. Thomas Bewick, and a few impressions from it were pre* 
seated to Mr. Hodgson's friends. 
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1800 (May W). — One hundred and for^-four vessels sailed fVom 
Shields, under convoy for the Baltic, having on board, besides 
other commodities, 11,600 chaldrons of coals, Newcastle measure. 

May 18. — Died, at the Grange, near Darlington, George Allan, 
esq., F. S. A. He was an indefatigable collector of topography and 
antiquities, and in addition to his own museum, he purchased the 
Wycliffe collection for less than 700/., of which the birds alone cost 
Mr. Tunstall 5,000/. In or about 1768, Mr. Allan commenced his 
t3rpographical labours, with a view of amusing himself by multiply- 
ing at an easy rate, any curious subject in antiquities or biography 
that struck his fancy ; all of which, from the small number of copies 
printed, have long since become extremely rare. The Grange 
museum, which was purchased for 400/., forms at present the 
museum of the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. 
There is an excellent likeness of Mr. Allan seated in council with 
his colleague Hutchinson, prefixed to the eighth volume of Nichol's 
Literary Anecdotes 

June 4. — Died, in the streets in Newcastle, William Barron, an 
eccentric, well known for many years by the name of << BiUy Pea- 
pudding^^ 

June 8. — A person named Blenkinsop, a joiner of Newcastle, 
was observed by a woman to ascend the railing which surrounded 
the shaft of Lawson's main colliery at Byker, near Newcastle, and 
to precipitate himself feet foremost into it,, having previously 
thrown down his hat. She instantly gave the idarm, and on pro- 
per persons descending the pit, the body was found in a shockingly 
mangled condition occasioned by a fall of more than 137 fathoms. 
The following is a copy of a letter found in his pocket addressed to 
his wife : — << My dear Mary, I hope that God Almighty will so 
order things, that you will be better without than with your un- 
happy, unrortunate, but affectionate husband, Thomas Blenkinsop." 
For some weeks before, he had shewn strong symptoms of a dis- 
ordered mind, though this letter appeared to be written under the 
prevalence of sanity. 

June 16. — Died, At Mill-green, near Ravensworth, Mary Brown, 
aged 100 years^ 

July 13. — Died, in All Saints* poor-house, Newcastle, William 
Tliompson, an eccentric, well known by the name of *< Traveller 
Billy. He was noted for his numerous gormandizing exploits, 
and his death was occasioned by endeavouring to swallow a 
shilling, which he was fearful would be taken from him. 

July 21. — A horse and gig took fright near the Carpenters' 
Tower, Newcastle, and set off in full gallop down the narrow and 
very steep passage, called St. James' Lane, which leads from that 

Elace to Pandon-bank. The owner was thrown out, and much 
ruised, and the gig was dashed to pieces. The horse sprang over 
the wall into Pandon-bank, fell on his feet, and continued his career 
up the street into the fields, where he was retaken uninjured. 

July 26. — Died, in the city of Durham, Mr. John Farrer, aged 
102 years. 
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1800 (Aug. 10^^— Died, at Dissington, Am Wilson, aged 101 
years. She not only retained all her faculties to the last, but 
worked hay that year, and did a variety of domestic emplo3rment8. 

August 25. — Died, Mrs. EHzabeth Montagu, in the 80th year 
of her age. This lady, who was the eldest daughter of Matthew, 
Robinson, esq. of West Idyton, in Yorkshire, married in 1742, 
Edward Montagu, esq. of East Denton, in Northumberland, emi- 
nent for his acquirements in science, particularly in matliema- 
tics. The extraordinary talents and beauty of Mrs. Montagu have 
been much extolled, and her conversation was sought by all who 
were distinguished for learning and politeness. Her excellent let- 
ters have been published in 4 vols. 8vo., and her Essay on the 
writings and genius of Shakespeare, in answer to the trifling ob- 
jections of Voltaire, must always rank with the best illustrations 
of the bard of Avon. Mrs. Montagu survived her husband 25 
years. She fitted up Denton Hall in the Gothic stile. It is at 
present occupied by Richard Hoyle, esq. See July 12, 1766, and 
August 5, 1770, vol. i. pp. 258, and 274. 

September 28. — Died, at her house, in Northumberland-street, 
Newcastle, aged 78 years, Mrs. Priscilla Atlee, a widow lady of 
ample fortune, great part of which she expended in acts of piety 
and charity. Her remains were interred at All Saints' church; 
they were followed by thirteen coaches, and embalmed by the tears 
of the poor whom her benevolence had clothed and fed. 

Thb month, the foundation of the Roman wall, built by the em- 
peror Severus nearly 1600 years before, was tcJcen up at Byker, 
east of Newcastle, in order to repair the highways. 

October 1. — ^Died, at Seaton Delaval, in Northumberland, the 
countess of Tyrconnell, afler an illness of many months. She 
was the only child of the late Lord Delaval. 

The grand stuid on the Town Moor, at Newcastle, was this year 
built. 

This year, as some workmen were levelling a barrow, about a 
quarter of a mile north of Bowsdon, in the parish of Lowick, in 
Northumberland, they found two urns inverted upon broad flags, 
and containing bones, which appeared to have be A partially burnt. 
Previous to this another funeral urn was turned up by the plough 
at Bowsdon HoUins. 

1801 (Jan. I J. — The Newcastle volunteers were drawn up on 
the Sanohill, and fired three most excellent vollies in honour of the 
legislative union between this country and Ireland. On this occa- 
sion, the corps, for the first time, mounted the union bearings in 
their colours, and marched along the bridge to the county of Dur- 
ham, where, in the presence of the Gateshead volunteers, they ex- 
pressed their resolution to be united. A similar celebration took 
place on the part of the armed association. The colours of all the 
ships at the quay were hoisted. 

January 24. — A fire broke out in the printing-office occupied 
by Mr. Jdin Taylor, in Church-street, Berwick, which raged with 
such violence, that the building (partly covered with thatch) was 
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entirely destroyed, together with the stock and working implements. 
The fire broke out in a room used for drying printed paper. The 
loss was estimated at 1,000/. 

1801 (FA. 5^.— Died, in the Flesh Market, Newcastle, Mar- 
garet Robson, aged 103 years. She retained her Acuities to the last. 
February 14v-— Two soldiers of the 3d Lancashire militia on fur- 
lough, travelling between Durham and Auckland, were so fatieued 
and distressed by the inclemency of the weather, that one of Uiem 
on entering a public house near Butcher-row, and warming himself 
by the fire, fell backwards firom his chair and expired ; the other, 
who was somewhat forward, was found dead under the park wall 
near Auckland, by a butcher going to Durham market* 

March 14. — Died, in the city of Durham, Mrs. Eleanor Crowe, 
aged 103 years. 

March 26. — The body of an old man, recognized to be that of 
an old mendicant, and his dog, were found floating in the river 
Tyne, Opposite to the quay, Newcastle. They had been missing 
for more than a month, and were, dead, as they had lived, attached 
to each other ; the cord by which die blind man had been led by 
his four-footed friend being wrapped about his wrist. 

March 27. — A tumult took place in the corn-market at Sun- 
derland, in consequence of the price of wheat, 40#. being demanded 
by one of the dealers for a boll oi that grain. The populace im- 
mediately raked the kennels for dirt, with which they besmeared 
the fiirmer, who was glad to retreat to the Fountain inn, the win- 
dows of which house were assailed with stones and brick-bats, as 
were also those of the Half-Moon and Queen's Head. Besides the 
damage sustained in the brittle materials of the houses attacked, a 
ouantity of com was madly trodden under foot, and several of die 
farmers' carts were hurried into the Wear, one of which was seen 
floating to the sea the next morning. A justice of the peace, with 
a few constables, seized upon one of the insurgents, and committed 
him to the Cagty but he was soon liberated by a body of the rioters. 
Things continued thus till about nine o'clock, when the justice, 
with an increased body of constables, again made their appearance, 
and read the riot act on the steps of the George inn, by candle- 
light, but with so little success, that it was deemed prudent to 
plant a military guard round his house during the night. In the 
midst of the amray, a party of the Lancashire militia was called 
out ; they loaded their muskets, but received no orders to fire. 

March 31. — Wonderful News ! ! ! The London Courier of this 
day, and the Edinburgh Courant of April the 2d, contained ac- 
counts of the fall of the steeples of St. Nicholas and All Saints' 
churches, in Newcastle. The paragraph in the Courier was given 
in the form of an extract of a letter, as follows : — << Newcastle, 
March 29. I seize the first opportunity to relate to you the un- 
expected destruction of the spire of St. Nicholas' church in this 
town, which, for elegance of design, lightness, and durability,* had 
long been classed among the first productions of art in the north. 
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Yesterday evening, about eight o'clock (after experiencing a fine 
day), we had a smart shower of rain, attendea with a strong 
southerly wind, which increased considerably; at a little before 
nine, some stones fell from the steeple, one of which unfortunately 
alighted upon a young woman, and bruised her so desperately that 
her life is m danger. It still continuing to blow strong, fears were 
entertained for the safety of the steeple ; the butchers, who expose 
their meat for sale near the church, were very alert in removing 
it; the impending danger was swifUy spread around. I, too, 
hearing of the dreadful alarm, was repairing to view the cause of 
it, when I had scarcely lefl the door, when the upper part of the 
steeple, and as low as the belfry, was removed from its long wonted 
situation, covering at some distance from its base, on the north side 
(called the Flesh-market), with ruins. The most painful part of 
the catastrophe is, that I, among others, have to lament the loss of 
seven of our fellow-creatures, who have fallen victims to their too 
ardent desire of saving their property ; four of them were botchers, 
one of whom belonged to Morpeth ; five more persons were se- 
verely hurt, but I trust not dangerously. A public-house near to 
the cnurch was nearly levelled with the ground, and several other 
buildings were materially damaged. It is much to be feared that 
some more persons have lost their lives, whose curiosity had led 
them to the spot, as (while I write) some are yet missing. The 
confusion this disastrous affair has occasioned, I am at a loss to 
describe ; numbers of the inhabitants are continually repairing to 
view the ruins. The fall of this elegant remains of ancient archi- 
tecture, which was 194 feet in height, and adorned with thirteen 
spires, has been attributed to various causes." The Edinburgh 
Courant of April the 2d, contained an account of the fall of AH 
Saints' steeple in Newcastle, as follows : — " Newcastle, March 27. 
The spire of that modem-built church, called All Saints, suddenly 
fell to the ground, on the south side, at about half-past 5 o'clock 
this morning. Happily no lives were lost. The cause of this ac- 
cident is generally attributed to the impropriety of building the 
spire so high, it being known, that the tower on which it was built 
had considerably shrunk." It is only necessary to say, that they 
were ingenious fabrications, intended for the first of April. The 
steeples are still standing, and likely to do so. For an account of 
St. Nicholas' steeple, see the year 1359, vol. t. p(ige 50. 

1801 C April 16 J, — The Gazette of this day confirmed the eleva- 
tion of Lord Eldon to the important office of lord hi^h chancellor of 
Great Britain. The intelligence was received by his fellow-towns- 
men in Newcastle with the most distinguished marks of respect. 
The bells in all the churches in that town and Gateshead continued 
ringing from the arrival of the mail till late in the evening, and 
numerous groups of his lordship's relatives and friends were form- 
ed in various parts of the neighbourhood to celebrate the event. 

April 19. — Died, at Walker, near Newcastle, aged 36, Mr. 
Thomas Barnes, principal viewer and agent at Walker colliery. 
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He was a man of very superior abilities in his profession. A most 
ingenious and vet simple combination of macninery, for the pur- 
pose of regulatmg the conveyance of waggons, laaen with coals, 
down an inclined plane, from Benwell coUiery, on the north side 
of the Tyne, to the staith at the border of the river, and for 
bringing up the waggons, when unloaded, by the same power that 
resisted its projectile impetus in the descent, was, in the year 1798, 
perfected and brought into use by Mr. Barnes. His remains lie 
interred in Lotag Benton church-yard, where a table monument is 
erected to his memory. 

1801 (April 21 J, — In celebration of the decisive victory obtained 
over the Danish fleet and batteries, bv Lord Nelson, the Newcastle 
volunteers, the armed association, the Gateshead volunteers, the 
1 1th light dragoons, and the North York militia, had a grand field- 
day on Newcastle Town Moor, in the presence of lieut«-gen. Mur- 
ray. Similar rejoicings took place at all the neighbouring towns. 

May 2^ — About four o'clock on the morning, the iron slitting- 
mill of Messrs. Hawks and Co., near Gateshead, was discovered 
to be on fire, but by the prompt exertions of the company's work- 
men, who lived upon the spot, it was readily extinguished. 

Mat^ 6. — The foundation-stone of the new building for the 
Sunderland Subscription Library was laid by Dr. Brown, who de- 
posited an appropriate inscription, in the presence of several mem- 
bers of the mstitution. May llUi, 1802, it was opened, when an 
elegant breakfast and ball were given by the subscribers to a great 
number of ladies and gentlemen. The gentlemen afterwards mned 
at the Bridge inn. 

Mat^ 21. — A terrible fire broke out in the viUage of Harbottle, 
Northumberland, owing to a foul chimney. Nine cottages and 
four out-houses were unfortunately destroyed by this conflagra- 
tion, the progress of which there were no means of stopping, till 
the poor inhabitants lost nearly the whole of their furniture and 
other effects. 

June 30. — The alterations for improving and widening the 
bridge over the river Tyne, at Newcastle, were begun under the 
management of the late Mr. David Stephenson, architect. It was 
a bold and successful undertaking. 

Juli/ 29. — The North York militia marched from Newcastle, 
and encamped on the coast near Whitburn, in the county of Dur- 
ham. The camp broke up on the 13 th of October. 

Auffust 19. — As a cartman of Newcastle was employed with 
four horses in drawing some heavy timber ashore, near the end 
of Hillgate, Gateshead, he threw a brick at the foremost animal 
to hasten his speed. This cruel act had, however, the contrary 
effect, for the brick striking the poor animal upon the head, he 
fell back, stunned and almost lifeless, upon his fellow-labourers, and 
being all chained together, a terrible struggle in deep water imme- 
diately ensued, which ended not till the four horses were drowned. 

September 5.— Two postilions in the service of Mr. Maddocksy 
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of Wooler Haugh-head, were, on the afternoon of this day, em- 
ployed with four horses in conveying a gentlemui's carriage, in 
which were himself and family, to Holy Island. About nine 
o'clock in the evening, the postilions set out on their return home- 
wardsy with their horses, and shortly after a thick fog came on. 
Strong apprehensions were in consequence entertained by the 
islanders for their safety, which, next morning, were found too 
fatally verified ; for soon after day-light, the bowes of the two im- 
fortunate men, and one of the horses,' were discovered lifeless on 
the sands. Another horse, which by some means survived, stood 
motionless beside its dead companion. The remaining two horses 
were supposed to have been buried in a quick-sand, many of which 
abound in this dangerous passage. 

1801 (S^. 23; The foundation-stone of the additional build- 
ing to the Iiifirmary at Newcastle, was laid by Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bfirt., one of the vice-presidents of the charity, as representative 
of his grace the duke of Northumberland, the senior president, in 
the presence of a great concourse of spectators. Previous to the 
ceremony of laying the stone, the worthy baronet addressed the 
company assembl^, in a neat speech, in which he pointed out the 
essential service rendered to numerous unfortunate members of 
society by this noble institution, and cordially recommended its 
most ample support. He paid a just tribute of applause to the 
skill and humanity of the physicians and surgeons attached to the 
charity, and to the other inferior agents in this ^reat business of 
benevolence* Sir Matthew concluded by informmg his auditory, 
that the duke of Northumberland, to his other munificent respect 
for the Infirmary, had added ten guineas, as a present to the work- 
men employed in the proposed extension. A plate with an in- 
scription was deposited in the stone. The additional building is 
of brick» the original of stone. See Feb. 9^, 1751, vol. u page 197. 

October 2. — A line of keels was moored across the river T3me 
near Clifford's Fort, and deals laid across them from shore to shore. 
After carefully examining this extraordinary highway, Lord Mul- 
srave mounted his charger, and accompanied by General Murray, 
Major Heron, and other officers, rode over from the county 
of Durham to Northumberland. Major, Heron then galloped back 
again. Soon after, Lord Mulgrave marched the 1st regiment of 
royal Lancashire militia (accompanied by their field pieces and 
ammunition waggons) from Tjmemouth barracks over this bridge 
to the Herd Sands, when an action took place against a supposed 
enemy ; at the same time several shells were fired from a battery 
on the north side, which had a fine effect. The troops were then 
marched back again, and Major Heron ({iter firing three close vol- ' 
lies), marched Uie South Shields volunteers into Northumberland. 
The adj^u^ent banks and hills were covered with spectators to wit- 
ness this novel sight. 

Odober 15. — On the signing of the preliminaries of peace be- 
tween Great Britain and the French Republic, a general illumination 
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took place in Newcastle and Gateshead, when many loyal and 
curious devices in transparency, &e^ were exhibited.* 

1801 (Oct,2%) — About midnight, some incendiary set fire to the 
stacks in a yard belonging to Messrs. Reed of Old Town, in the 
parish of Elisdon, by which diabolical act, seven corn stacks and one 
nay stack were totally consumed. 

November l9. — John Soott, convicted of sheep stealing from 
Mr. S. Doddf was executed at Morpeth, pursuant to his sentence. 

December 23. — Died, at Heaton, near Newcastle, Mr. Thomas 
Thompson. Although blind, he was very famous for his judgment 
in cows, of which he purchased many in the markets. 

This month, died at Longhoridey, Mr. John Buddler, farmer, 
aged 101 years. 

This year, Framireligate and Brasside Moors, and Witton Gil- 
bert Common ^2,400 acres), all in the county of Durham, were 
divided. The late bishop ^Harrington) had one sixteenth of the 
soil allotted, and all Uie mines. This venerable prelate appro- 
priated one third of his whole allotment to the founding of schools 
within the county of Durham. 

1802 (Jan, 1 )* — About one o'clock on the morning, part of the 
wall (to the length of 60 or 70 feet) of All Saints' church- yard, New- 
castle, fell into Silver-street, with a tremendous crash, knocking in 
the doors and windows of some of the houses opposite, and exposing 
to view many coffins and their contents, and vast quantities of human 
bones. Happily no lives were lost, nor was any person injured. 

May 4. — Being the day appointed by the magistrates of New- 
castle, for proclaiming the peace between Great Britain and the 
French Republic, the mornmg was ushered in by the ringing of 
bells, which continued at intervals during the day. At noon the 
Newcastle Volunteers, the Armed Association, and the Gateshead 
Volunteers, with their respective bands, were under arms, on the 
Sandhill, to receive the members of the corporation with the re- 
galia, attended by the officers of the police, eighteen free porters, 
carrying each an ancient battle axe, sixteen with javelins, and six- 
teen with halberts. The civil authorities were then surrounded 
by the military to keep off the crowd, and the sound of trumpets 
announced that his majesty's proclamation was about to be read. 
This was done by Mr. Richard Hill, the town-marshal ; the town 
sword (which had been borne unsheathed) was now sheathed, afler 
which, the procession moved forward to the westend of Mosley- 
street, and then to the White Cross in Newgate-street, at each 
of which places the proclamation was read. The whole returned 
in good order to the Sandhill, where, afler a feu de joicy wine 
was handed to the magistrates and the military, and the occasion 
of the day was drunk with the enthusiasm of acclamation it so well 
merited. 

May 25. — The Society of Arts presented the silver medal, and 
60 guineas to Mr. Henry Greathead, of South Shields, for his in- 
vention of the life boat. 

* For a particular account of this illumination, aee ** Account of lUjokingi 
and IttumifuUUm in Newcastkand Gatahead^** published by John Sykes. 
VOL. II. C 
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1802 ^Jttfu IJ. — On this day wm published in Newcastle, by 
Mr. John Mitchell, the first number of the Tyne Mercury and 
Northumberland and Durham (TBzette. It is at present published 
by his son and successor, Mr. William Andrew Mitchell, the editor. 
June. — The French emigrant clergy, who had been resident 
in Newcastle and its neighbourhood, since October 1796, took their 
departure for their own country. They left behind them a most 
grateful address to their benefactors, written in their native language. 
iLGHiM-sTREBT gate, part of 
the town wall of Newcastle, was 
commenced being pulled down 
on the 30tb of June this year. 
It had been long complained 
of;' frequent instances having 
occurred, ^where it was found 
necessary to take off part of the 
loading of a waggon, before a 
pasB^e through Ote gate cotdd 
be e^cted. A cannon ball was 
found in the wall, weighing 
more than 22 lbs.; allowing for waste, this had, in all probability, 
been a 24 pounder, and thrown during the siege of the town in 
I6ii. See vol. i. page 97. In 1716 this gate iii<is repaired and 
beautified at the expense of the company of House Carpenters, 
whose hall or meeting-room was above the gateway, and in 1771 
convenient foot passages were opened out on each side of it, pre- 
vious to which, foot passengers must have passed through the horse 
road. 

Ju/y 22. — Died, in Hillgate, Gateshead, Alice Carr, aged 103 
years. 

Aufftut 23. — John Carleton, was executed at Durham, for firing 
a pistol loaded with powder, at Mr. Thomas Greenwell, grocer in 
Gateshead, whose warehouses he and other accomplices were at- 
tempting forcibly to enter. 

^eptemier 2— A life-boat, built by .Mr. Greathead, of South 
Shields, arrived at Bamborough castle, under the care of the Mer- 
maid cutter, captain Smith, and was received with a discharge of 
cannon from the battery, and the greatest joy of the people. 

September 3. — The owners of Percy Main colliery, accompanied 
by a great number of the neighbouring gentlemeo, and the work- 
men belonging to the colliery, walked in procession with the first 
waggon-load of coals from Uie winning to the staith at Whitehill 
Pomt upon the river Tyne. On their arrival at the staith, the 
waggon was taken to the spout, where a ship was in readiness to 
receive the coal, into which they were immediately discharged. 

* In October ]770,a petition, ugned by the inhabitants of Pilgrim^treel, 
NorthumberlaDd^treet, and other parta of the town, vaa presented to tbe 
mngiitntes and common council of Newcastle, praying that application might 
be made for leave to take down Pilgrim-street gate, which would be of the 
grctteit convenience, and at the aune time an excellenl improvement of the 

tOWD. 
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At the instant of the coal bein^ delivered, a salute of artillery was 
fired, the band playing " The Ked Roto' The company then form- 
ed a circle, when << Success to Percy Main" was drunk with three 
times three cheers. The procession then returned to the winning, 
where a plentiful dinner was prepared, which the company, consist- 
ing of 150 gentlemen, sat down to at one table, under a covering 
erected for the purpose, at three o'clock ; after dinner appropriate 
toasts were drunk, and the afternoon was spent with the greatest 
conviviality. All the workmen belonging to the colliery were 
plentifully regaled with beef and plum pudding, strong beer and 
punch, and they amused themselves with music and dancing till a 
late hour. 

1802 (Nov. 15^»-— About eleven o'clock at night, an alarming 
fire was discovered to have broken out in the steam-engine and 
boring mill, at the extensive iron works of Messrs. Hawks and Co.^ 
near Gateshead. From the violence of the flames, great fears were 
entertained that the whole premises would have been consumedi 
but firom the calmness of the evening, and the strenuous exertions 
€^ the firemen, aided by the public, their ravages were confined to 
the building first attacked. 

November 16. — The Literary and Philosophical Society of New* 
castle, instituted a perpetual lectureship on Natural and Experi*^ 
mental Philosophy, and appointed the Rev. William Turner, lee* 
turer, to the endowment of which, die duke of Northumberland 
subscribed 200i!^ and the bishop of Durham 100/. The introduc- 
tory lecture was delivered on the above day. 

This month, died at Durham, in the 88th year of his age, Mr. 
Robert Harrison, a profound mathematician. From his knowledge in 
mathematics, he was appointed Jan. the 14th, 1757, master of the 
Trinity-house school in Newcastle, where he also took private pupils ; 
of whom, among others of great respectability, were the present 
earl of Eldon, and his brother. Lord Stowell. He was acquainted 
with almost every known language, and possessed a most acute 
memory. Having resigned his situation at Newcastle, he retired 
to Durham, where he spent the remainder of his life. Mr. Harri- 
son is described as dressing very neat, a dark blue coat without a 
collar, but not exactly a century old in fashion. When he walked 
out, he wore a triangular hat, and carried a cane with a large amber 
head to it. He suffered his beard to grow for some time before his 
death. He was generally known in Durham and Newcastle, by 
the denomination of PhUowpher Harrison^ which he probably de- 
rived from his having in conjunction with Mr. Isaac Thompson, 
given lectures on Natural and Experimental Philosophy. See 
January 6M, 1776, vol, t. page 304. 

December 7. — About twelve o'clock at night, a fire of the most 
alarming kind broke out in the premises at the Ousebum, near New- 
castle, occupied as a pottery by Messrs. Yelloley and Co., which 
entirely consumed the same, and the whole of the stock on hand. 

A very elegant octagonal light-house, from a design by Mr. 
PickerneU, engineer, was this year built near the extremity of the 
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north pier at Sunderland. It is built of freestone, and is 68 feet in 
height from the pier to the underside of the cap. 

1802. — This year a dispensary was established at North Shields 
under the patronage of his gprace the duke of Nothumberland. It 
is supported by bequests, donations, and annual subscriptions. 

Several curious brass spear heads were this year found in makings 
a ditch near Cheesebum Grange, in Northumberland. 

1803 (Jan. 4^. — Died, in Union-street, Newcastle, aged 77, 
Mr. Luke Long, of eccentric and facetious memory ; better known 
by the appellation of Doctor Long. The doctor, in one of his ad- 
vertisements, says, that he *•*• was a student in Edinburgh, and a 
pupil in London, and has been in great part of Europe, Africa, and 
America." At an early period of life, he had been a surgeon^s- 
mate in different ships on the coast of Africa ; and hence his ex- 
ploits^ adventureSy and hair-hreadth escapes, became ever afler, 
particularly on convivial occasions, the common topics of his prolix 
conversation. As he claimed consanguinity to the great Doctor 
Sydenham, he named a son Sydenham Long. After he became 
stationary in Newcastle, he was for some time employed as an 
apothecary in the town, but from the various improvements that 
had taken place in the science, (the doctor strictly adhering 
to the practice of the old school^) his business gradually dwindled 
into insignificance, and he was afterwards obliged to stock his shop 
with rihbonSy topes, blacking balls, brushes, Sfc, in addition to those 
of Daffifs Elixir, Anderson's Pills, Worm Cakes, Sfc. Sfc., which 
singular medley would have formed a very curious catalogue. I'he 
doctor was very garrulous, and had something to relate of almost 
every person and subject. Very early in life he was a candidate for 
popularity, as the following notice, which was circulated in the year 
1759, will testify : — " Mr. Long, surgeon, on the High Bridge, 
Newcastle, will bleed any poor person, gratis, at his house, every 
Sunday Morning, from seven to ten, during the Summer seasons.** 
Li person he was a short thick man, and assuming a very pompous 
and dignified demeanour, gave him a very professional appearance. 
He was usually dressed in black with a cocked hat, white wig, and 
gold lieaded cane, the talisman of the old school. 

January 8, 9, 10. — There was a tremendous storm with the wind 
at east, which did a great deal of damage to the shipping on the 
coast of Durham and Northumberland. 

February 8. — A subscription library was founded at South 
Shields, supported by annud subscriptions. 

March 13.— Died, at North Shields, Mr. William Morris, ship- 
wright, aged 102 years. 

March 14. — An impress by the Serjeants at mace and con- 
stables, broke out in Newcastle in consequence of the re-commence- 
ment of hostilities by the French. 

March, — Died, at Birtley, Mr. George Robson, aged 102 years. 

April 5. — A gold ring was found in harrowing a piece of ground 
near Halton Chesters. It weighed 8 dwts. 15 grs., was set with a 
small blue stone slightly injured, and was afterwards worn by Lady 
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Blackett of MuieD. The following are repreflentatiotu of the rii% 
and of die stone. 




1603 fjiprilJ—DieA, in the Island of Trinidad, Henry Sirin< 
buroei esq., the celebrated traveller, youngest son of the late Sir 
John Swinbumei bart., of Capheaton, in Northumberland. He was 
educated at Scorton School, in Yorkshire, and afterwards studied 
at Paris, Bordeaux, and in the Royal Academy at Turin. In 
1771, be and his lady travelled on the continent for the express 
purpose of indulging their taste for antiquities and the fine arts. 
On his return to England, he retired to his seat at Hamsterley, in 
the county of Durham. He published his " Travels tn Spam", 
Ito. 1779, and afterwards " Travelt in the 7W Sieiiiei," 2 toIs. 
4to. 1783. By the marriage of his only daughter to Paul Benfield, 
esq.,* he became involved in the misfortunes of that speculator 
and obtained a place in the newly-ceded settlement of Trinidad, 
where he died. 

M(^ 9. — Died, of a paralytic attack, Sir Robert Chambers, a 
native of Newcastle, where ne was bom in the year I7S7, and 
educated at the Free Grammar School in that town. He afte^ 
wards went to Oxford, and in July, 1754, he was chosen exhibi- 
tioner of Lincoln college, and afterwards became fellow of Univer- 
sity college. In January, 1768, he was elected by the university 
Vinerian Professor of Uie Laws of England. In 1768, he was 
offered the appoiatment of attorney-general in Jeinaica, which he 
thought proper to decline. In 177S, he accepted the appointment 
of second judge in the supreme court of judicature in Bengal, then 
first established ; Mr. Impey, afterwards Sir Elijah, being chief- 
justice. In 1780, he received the honour of knighthood, as an ezr- 
press act of royal approbation. In 1782, he lost his son, when on 
his passage to England for education, in the Grosvenor East India- 
man. On the resignation of Sir Elijah Impey, in 1791, Sir Robert 
was advanced to the office of chief-justice, and in 1797, he became 
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president of the Asiatic Society. In 1799, he returned to Bag'- 
bnd ; and in the autumn of 1802, he went to France for his healw, 
and died in Paris, as above stated. His body was brought to Eng- 
land by his widow, and on the 23d of May, was interred in the 
Temple church, London. Sir Robert had a brother, William, who 
was interpreter of the supreme court in Bengal, over which Sir 
Robert presided. 

1803 (May \0). — A great number of keelmen were impressed 
at Shields, by which the coal trade was much impeded. AfVer 
being inspected, fifty-three were retained and sent away. 

June 9. — Died suddenly, at the Wheat-sheaf inn, near the Vir- 

finia water, in Windsor Great Pkirk, aged 46, Joseph Richardson, 
isq., M. P. for Newport, and one of the proprietors of Drury-lane 
theatre* Mr. R. was a native of Hexham, and while at college 
he distinguished himself by the elegance, beauty, and vigour of 
his prose and poetical compositions. He was the author of '< The 
FuffUive^*' a comedy ; " Probationary Odes for the Laureatskipy* 
^ The RoUiad" &c. &c. He left a widow and four daughters to 
lament his loss. On the 13th. his body was interred in Egham 
church-yard. A portrait of Mr. Richardson is prefixed to his 
" Remains:^ 

June 16. — The keelmen of the Tyne, who had been impressed 
on the 10th of the preceding month, returned home, government 
having agreed to take substitutes for them; and on the SOtfa, 
eighty men, raised as substitutes to serve in his Majesty's navy, 
went down the river Tjme in a keel, to be shipped for the Nore. 
These were furnished to government at the joint expense of the 
keelmen to prevent them being liable to the impress. 

June 26. — Three tents were burnt down on the Town Moor, 
Newcastle, supposed by an incendiary. 

June 30. — The banking-house of Messrs. Surtees and Burden, 
in Newcastle, stopped payment. This to a great number of people 
was a most disastrous circumstance. 

August 2. — The committee who received the enrolment of mem- 
bers to serve in the Newcastle Loyal Associated Volunteer Infant- 
ry, finished their sittings, afler having sworn in upwards of 1,200 
men, who had boldly come forward to serve their country at that 
important crisis. On the following day, a numerous and respect- 
able meeting of the members was held in the merchants' Court, 
when the following gentlemen were nominated and approved of as 
officers : — Sir M. W. Ridley, hart, colonel ; M. W. Ridley, esq., 
1st lieutenant colonel ; Anthony Hood, esq., 2d lieutenant colonel ; 
John Hodgson, of Elswick, esq., Ist major ; William Grieve, esq., 
2d major ; William Ingham, esq., to be surgeon ; Isaac Cookson, 
jun., C. D. Purvis, MaJin Sorsbie, Robert Clayton, John Brumell, 
Thomas Hopper, Robert Yelloley, Thomas Clarke, Thomas Smith, 
and Dixon Brown, esqrs., to be captains ; John Gray, William 
Lloyd, W. R. Calender, William* Boyd, Richard Roeerson, Robert 
Pinkney, Robert Pearson, Samuel Walker Parker, William Cuthbert, 
and Benjamin Sorsbie, esqrs., to be 1st lieutenants ; William Abbs, 
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William Wright, Job Jaroes Bulman, John Hall, Thomas Rankin, 
Thomas Smith, jun., William John Grey, William Fisher, Taylor 
Winship, and William Peters, esqrs., to be 2d lieutenants ; William 
Dixon, gentleman, to be adjutant ; Mr. Edward Milbum and Mr. 
William Heaton, to be seijeant majors. August 24th, the mem- 
bers, consisting of ten companies, were marched from their respect- 
ive parades to the town moor, to receive their colonel Sir M* W. 
Ridley, bart. The corps was then formed three-deep, and though 
without their uniforms or muskets, made a formidable appearance. 
On the arrival of the worthy colonel in front of the line, he was 
most cordially cheered with three times three by the whole corps. 
About the middle of October, they received their muskets, and on 
the 24th, had a general muster for the first time under arms, in a 
field called Blackett's field, outside of the town's wall, near the Pos- 
tern gate. Their uniform consisted of a scarlet jadcet, with blue 
facings, cap and feather, white breeches, and full black gaiters, 
November 22d, the corps marched to the Town Moor, for the double 
purpose of receiving their colours and being inspected by Colonel 
Blakeney, inspecting field-officer. Sir M. W. Ridley, on deliver- 
ing the colours to the ensigns, made a very appropriate speech ; 
the inspection then commenced, afler which the corps went throueh 
the various evolutions with great precision. The colonel, after tne 
business of the day was over, presented each company with ten 
guineas, to make merry with on the occasion. There was also a 
grand dinner at Loftus s. During the inspection, &c., the New- 
castle Volunteers kept the ground. 

1803 (Aug. 9 J Died, at Newcastle, Mr. William Chamley, 

aged 76 years, bookseller, and father of the trade in that town ; 
highly and justly respected for his literary and professional talents, 
his strict integrity and social worth. His view of human nature 
was enlarged and liberal, and the natural dignity of his mind was 
tempered with the purest urbanity. Mr. Chamley, on behalf of 
the public, strenuously advocated their rights to the valuable 11- 
braryat St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, bequeathed to thetd by 
Dr. Thomlinson. A portrait of Mr. Charnley, is engraved for pn- 
vate distribution. 

August 15. — John Moses was executed at Durham, pursuant to 
his sentence, for stealing a quantity of linen-drapery goods, in the 
shop of Benjamin Jackson, of Barnardcastle. 

September 3. — The foundation stone of an elegant new bridge of 
cast iron was laid on the north side of the river Tees, at Eggles- 
difie, in the county of Durham. This bridge afterwards fell down. 

September 23. — Died, Mr. Joseph Ritson, a native of Stockton, 
and bom Oct. 2d, 1752. Mr. Ritson was bred to the law, but a 
passion for ancient English poetry, rhyme, and ballad, induced him 
to become an indefatigable collector in this way. At one period 
Ritson had possessed a competent property, but it was amongst 
his anomalies, that, though he detested gambling, he had ventured 
to speculate with nearly his whole fortune in the funds, and the 
revulsion consequent on the peace of AmienSi swept away most di 
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his capital. Under these circumstances he sold a portion of his 
very valuable library by auction, and the remainder was reluctantly 
disposed of by his nephew at Leigh and Sotheby's in December 
1803. He abstained on a princi|de of humanity from the use of 
animal food, and published a book in defence of his opinion. He 
had a considerable turn for topography, and assisted both Brewster 
and Hutchinson in their respective histories. Many of Ritson's 
works (some of which were printed at Newcastle), are become ex- 
tremely rare. He died in a deplorable state of mental derange- 
ment* There is no good portrait of Ritson, only a caricature, a 
print, and a slight etching (in the Literary Anecdotes), both which 
seem to be taken from the caricature. There is also a black profile 
|n*efixed to his memoirs. 

1803 (SepL 25 J. — An explosion took place in Wallsend colliery, 
by which unfortunate circumstance, thirteen individuals lost their 
lives. 

September 26.— Being the day appointed by Mr. Simon Temple 
to celebrate the opening of his coUiery at Jarrow, the fineness of the 
day, and the general invitation, drew many thousands of people to 
witness the passage of the coals to the ship, Fox, which lay, highly 
decorated with colours, to receive them. Early on the morning, the 
South Shields bells announced the intended feast, and all the ships 
in Shields harbour immediately hoisted their colours. About ten 
o'clock Mr. Temple arrived at South Shields, to proceed with the 
shipwrights, attended by the bands of the Northumberland and 
Anglesea militias, to the place of festivity, celebrated in eatly times 
as Uie birth place of Bede. Immediately on his arrival in the mar* 
ket-place, the shipwrights took the horses out of the carriage, and 
drew him, attended by his father and three sons to Jarrow, with 
flags flying, and music playing. On Jarrow bridge he was met 
by a large assemblage of gentlemen, headed by Sir Cuthbert Heron, 
hart, who greeted him on his arrival. Their first step was to lay the 
foundation stone of a school, for the education of the poor children 
of the various workmen employed by Mr. Temple. This was done 
by his eldest son, Mr. William Temple, amidst the plaudits of the 
whole company. They next proceeded to lay the foundation stone 
of a building intended as a seminary for the instruction of poor fe- 
males in offices more suitable to their sex than several of their em- 
ployments in the north of England. These commendable acts being 
finished, the procession moved to another part of the estate, to lay 
the foundation stone of a fever-house and hospital, for such of the 
families employed in Mr. Temple's various works as might require 
these comforts. By this time, several of the clergy of the cathe- 
dral of Durham, the corporation barge of Newcastle, with several 
members of that body, and a great number of the most respectable 
gentlemen from all parts of 3ie country, had arrived. They now 
proceeded to the more immediate cause of their meeting and the 
waggons being loaded with coals, were taken to the ship, under 
the banners of the South Shields loyal volunteers, which were 
then unfurled, and a general discharge of artillery, the music 
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playing << fVeel may the Keel Row" and other appropriate tunes. 
It was supposed that not less than 10,000 people were assembled 
on this occasion. In a tent prepared for their entertainment^ • 
about 300 gentlemen sat down to dinner. The workmen, in num- 
ber 500, mned at a long table without. Afler dinner, a great 
number of loyal and applicable toasts were given. 

1803 (Oct, ^J, — The Newcastle volunteers, commanded hj 
Lieut^Col. ClenneU, assembled near the Forth to receive their 
colours, which had been deposited in the mansion-house at their 
previous disembodiment. Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, with a 
suitable speech, presented the colours to the commander, who ad- 
dressed the corp in a handsome and appropriate speech, which 
was received with three times three cheers. The corps went 
through their evolutions and firings with great precision. The 
peculiarity of the imiform (very &rk green) worn by the com- 
pany of riflemen attached to the corps, attracted very general 
attention. Part of the Gateshead volunteers attended to keep the 
ground. The corps afterwards dined at Loftus*s, and spent the day 
with social mirth. 

October 25. — The Newcastle waggon train, consisting of upwards 
of 150 waggons and carts, with their horses and drivers, enrolled 
for the service of government in case of invasion, were mustered 
upon the Town Moor, in the presence of the mayor, and several of 
the magistrates and other respectable gentlemen. The driven 
were dressed in uniform frocks, and the whole had a good appear- 
ance. 

November 6. — The Durham armed association was again caUed 
out on the re-commencement of the war, and had their first parade 
on the above day. CoL Fenwick resigned the command from ill 
health in 1806, when a handsome piece of plate was presented to 
him by the commissioned and non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates. November 30th, 1806, £dward Shipperdson, esq., succeed- 
ed to the command, and the corps remained embodied till March 
24th, 1813, when they had their last parade, and extended their 
services to the local militia. A handsome piece of plate was pre- 
sented to Colonel Shipperdson by the officers and privates, April 
19th, 1813. 

November 16. — The Gateshead volunteers, commanded by Cuth- 
bert Ellison, of Hebbum, esq., paraded in Oakwell-gate, prepara- 
tory to marching to the field, where they were to receive their 
colours. About half-past twelve o'clock they arrived on the ground, 
which was previously kept by the Newcastle volunteers, when the 
line was formed, the centre opposite the stand erected for the ac- 
commodation of tlie ladies. As soon as Mrs. Ellison, who presented 
the colours, had taken her station, supported on the right by the 
right honourable the earl of Strathmore, and on the lefl by John 
Carr, esq., she was received with a general salute, the ceremony 
then commenced by the regiment going through the manual 
exercise ; after which, three sides of the square were formed by 
the corps, the stand in fl'ont making the fourth. The colonel then 
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dismounted and ascended the platform, when Mrs. Ellison address- 
ed him in an appropriate speech. She then delivered the colours 
into the hands of Colonel Ellison, who replied in a strain of manly 
eloquence ; he afterwards addressed the corps, and delivered the 
standards in charge of the ensigns. Afler going through various 
manoeuvres, the whole was concluded with a general ^ute, the 
colours were then taken to Mr. Bertram*s, the Goat-inn, Gateshead, 
where they were deposited. The right honourable the earl of 
Strathmore, John Carr, esq.. Brook Richmond, esq., rev. Dr. 
Prosser, and several other gentlemen, together with the officers of 
the Newcastle volunteers, afterwards dined with the Gateshead 
volunteers, at Bertram's. The men were regaled at the different 
public houses in Gateshead with dinners, &c. 

As it is impossible within the limits of this work to particularise 
every corps which came forward in the counties of Durham and 
Northumberland, on the re-commencement of hostilities, it may 
be briefly stated, that almost every town and village furnished vo* 
lunteers, who came forward with an alacrity truly astonishing. 

1803 (Nov. 29>;.— Died, at North Shields, Ann Turner, at the 
very advanced age of 105 years. She retained her Acuities to the 
last. 

December 20. — About five o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in the Tyne steam-engine paper mill, at Felling-shore, near 
Grateshead, belonging to Messrs. Hawks and Co., which, in a short 
time, entirely consumed the stock, machinery, and buildings. 

December 26. — A volunteer corps of artificers for Newcastle^ 
under the command of David Stephenson, esq., architect, took the 
oath of allegiance in the mayor's chamber. Their uniform was 
8 blue jacket, and trowsers, and a round hat. 

December 27. — Died, in the Infirmary, at Newcastle, Thomas 
Houston, brass founder, aged 26 years. He was the author of 
« The Race to HeU^' « Progress of Madness" " Poemsy Odes, 
and Songs" *^ The Term'dayy or^ the Unjust Steward," a comedy, 
and various other pieces of considerable merit. He was interred 
in the burial ground belonging to the Infirmary. 

The chapel at Whitworth, in the county of Durham, was rebuilt 
' about this year. 

1B04 (Jan. 1). — About two o'clock on the morning (Sunday), 
the cotton nianufactory belonging to Messrs. Salvin, near St. 
Oswald's church, in the city of Durham, was discovered to be on 
fire in the upper stories ; the alarm was instantly given, and the 
Durham volunteers were quickly on the spot. The inhabitants also 
assembled in great numbers to give assistance, and although the 
fire engines had speedily arrived from the different churches, yet 
the fire continued to gain ground, and at about three o'clock the 
rdof fell in. The flames were now seen for miles around the city, 
as if bursting from a burning crater. Towards daylight the confla- 
gration abated, but the building was reduced to a shell. The south 
fvohtf)^ in at eight o'clock, and other portions gave way in the 
course sf the day. 
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1804 (Jan. 18^.— A dreadful fire broke out in the brewery at 
the Low LightSy North Shields, belonging to Henry Coward, esq. 
It was first discovered about four o'clock on the morning, and was 
not got under until considerable damage was done. 

F^fruary 1. — In the evenmg of this day^ a considerable degree 
of bustle and confusion prevailed in Newcastle on the subject of 
invasion. The military, both horse and foot, were all in motion, - 
and the drums of the Staffordshire militia beat to arms. There 
were strong musters of the Newcastle loyal armed association and 
volunteers, of the Gateshead volunteers, Usworth legion, and 
Derwent rangers. An officer's guard was mounted at the head- 
quarters of the Gateshead volunteers during the night, in order to 
assemble the regiment as quickly as possible, should anv further par- 
ticulars transpire relative to the nature of the alarm. In short, such 
a display of zeal and ardour in behalf of the countrv was manifested 
by all descriptions of men as could not be surpassed. On the follow- 
ing morning, the same cause excited a considerable degree of alarm 
at Durham. Major Mowbray (notwithstanding several of his corps, 
were at a few mUes distance) despatched messengers, and had his 
whole corps in readiness to assemble on the Palace-green in less 
than two hours, fiilly equipped for the field. The North Durham 
corps, commanded by Sir Carnaby Haggerstone, were in Berwick 
all Wednesday. On Thursday, the guards were all doubled, and 
the volunteers put upon garrison duty ; orders were also issued by 
the mayor, that no person was to be seen on the ramparts after eight 
o'clock in the evening. Report amused the public during the whole 
of Wednesday, with a variety of vague and improbable rumours ; 
but the most likely on Thursday was, that the whole had originat- 
ed in a mistake, of taking the burning of whins on Lammer-muir 
hills for the lighting of the signals. To prevent a similar mistake, 
the corporation of Newcastle published the following notice : — " In 
order to prevent any Alarm in the Country, Notice is hereby given, 
that the undermentioned Signals, intended to be made use of in 
in case of Invasion, btU only in the Event of the General Officery 
commanding his Majesty's Forces in this District, giving Orders for 
the Removed of the Inhabitants and Stoch of this Town, will be 
made for the information gf the Inhabitants, on Tuesday the 20th 
day of March instant, between 12 and I o'Clock at Noon, and be- 
tween 8 and 9 o'Clock in the E^nlng ; and that such Signals will 
be a Red Flag by Day, and a I<ight by Night, hoisted at the fol- 
lowing Places ; (yiz.y^'the Castlei St. Nicholas' Church, All Saints' 
Church, St. Anarew's Church, and the Tower at the Westgate, ac- 
companied by Five Minute Guns» fired at each of the following 
Places ; (viz.)— << The Castle, All Saints' Church , Newgate, and 
Westgate. Thomas Smith, mayor. — Neiocasile, \^th March, 
1804." Agreeably to notice, the signals were tried at the above, 
places, and they were sufficiently seen in every direction to an- 
swer the purpose for which they were intended. 

March 24. — The new graving dock at St. Peters' Quay, east of 
Newcastle, built by Mr. William Row, was completed and took in 
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the Henry and the ColpitSi two vessels of above SOO tons burthen. 
It was capable of receiving vessels of twelve feet water. 

1804 f April 6 J. — About eleven o'clock at ni^ht, a most terri le 
fire broke out in the extensive elass-works belonging to Messrs. 
Blackett and Co^ at South Shields, which, in a few hours, com- 
pletely destroyed the building, together with most of the stock 
and utensils contained in the same. The whole of the damage 
was estimated at £3000. 

April 8. — Died, at the house of her grandson, in Grateshead> 
Mrs. Ann Parkin, aged 104 years. She enjoyed a good state of 
health till within a few months of her death. 

April 12. — Died, at the vicarage house, in Newcastle, in the 45th 
year of his age, the Rev. Joseph Dacre Carlyle, B. D., and mem- 
ber of the Society of Antiquaries, London. Mr. C. was the soir 
of George Carlyle, M. D., of Carlisle, and bora in that city, June « 
4th, 1758. There he received his early education, and m 1775 
entered of Christ's College, Cambridge, which he afterwards quit- 
ted for Queen's College. After leaving college, he settled in Car- 
lisle, where he obtained one of the two parish churches, of which 
he performed the duties many years. In 1793, he took his degree 
of B. D., and the following year was elected to the professorship of 
Arabic. In 1795 he was called to the chancellorship of the diocese 
of Carlisle, vacated by the celebrated Dr. Paley. In 1799, from his 
great skill in oriental literature, he was appomted by Mr. Pitt to 
attend the embassy of the earl of Elgin, to the Ottoman Court ; to 
this he agreed, but had no official situation. Whilst at Constanti- 
nople he was admitted (according to expectation) into the libraries, 
and made catalogues of the works which they contained ; after a 
residence of some months in the capital, he undertook, with a small 
party, a very extensive expedition into the provinces of the empire. 
His route lay through Asia Minor, and through countries which 
had not been penetrated by Europeans since the Turkish conquest. 
This was a very hazardous journey. He spent some time in the 
Troad, and surveyed with accuracy the site which had been as- 
signed to ancient Troy. After a long jouraA by land, he took 
shipping and sailed (touching at many of the Grecian Islands) to 
Alexandria, where he found Sir Sidney Smitli, aboard the " Tigre," 
with whom he spent six weeks. From Egypt he proceeded into 
Syria, and spent some time in Jerusalem, and other remarkable 
parts of the Holy-land, from whence he returned to Constantinople, 
where he resided some time. He next travelled into Greece and 
visited the ruins of some of its most celebrated cities. He visited 
the plain of Marathon, where the monument of Miltiades still re- 
mains. With great labour he made catalogues of all the works in 
the twenty-two libraries which are contained in the twenty-two 
monasteries of Mount Athos. In this he was assisted by the Rev. 
Philip Hunt,* chaplain to the embassy. Many of the monks im- 
pressed him with a high opinion of their abilities and learaing. 

* This divine is a native of Newcastle, and had his early education at the 
Grammar iSchool there. 
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Before his return to England, he made a tour through part of 
Italy, from whence he proceeded through the Tyrol and part of 
Germany, and landed in England in September 1801. Durmg his 
absence he had visited the most celebrated countries of the old 
world. Soon afler his return he was presented by the bishop 
of Carlisle to the vicarage of Newcastle, into which living he was 
mducted October 5th, 1801, but, unfortunately for literature and his 
friends, he did not long enjoy his promotion. His health had pro- 
bably been injured by the fatigues of his travels, and the variety of 
climate he had endured, and he laboured for a considerable tune 
under a painful and distressing malady which terminated his 
existence as above stated. He lies buried at St. Cuthbert's, Carlisle, 
with the rest of the family. See an extract of a letter from Mr, 
Carlyle to the churchtoardens of SL Nichokuy voL t. page 51. 

1804 C April 18J. — The agreement was closed between the 
stewards of the incorporated companies of Newcastle and an agent 
from government, for eleven acres of ground on the Town Moor, at 
a rent of £55. per annum, on which to erect a large dep6t for mili- 
tary stores, barracks, stabling, &c. These erections were com- 
pleted in April, 1806. 

April 27. — The fair for the sale of live stock opened at Tyne- 
mouth for the first time, as did that at North Shields for the sale 
of all other goods, and for the hiring of servants. The business of 
the day began at the Bull Ring, North Shields, by the assembling 
of a number of gentlemen, accompanied by his grace the'duke of 
Northumberland s tenants all on horseback. The proclamation was 
first read by the bailiff of Tjmemouthshire and clerk of th^ market, 
when the procession moved forward to the market-place; the 
duchess of Northumberland's own bagpiper, in his proper habili- 
ments, mounted upon a white pony, and playing the favourite air 
of '< Jkfy Jockey stays lang at the Fair" in the van ; next to him the 
bailiff of the manor (Mr. Weatherby), and his deputy ; then the 
gentlemen and tenants, two and two. When they arrived at the 
Post-office, another proclamation was made ; they then proceeded 
to Tynemouth-casfte gates, and proclaimed the fair there, and from 
thence to the place where the ancient cross of Tynemouth stood, 
in the days of the priory. After making another proclamation, ac- 
companied by three cheers, the piper performed some northern airs 
in a stvle that would have done honour to Courtney, Gow, or Allan. 
The Percy tenantry cavalry attended in uniform, and afterwards 
dined together at one of the inns, when a number of appropriate 
toasts were drunk. The fairs are held here twice a year, viz : — on 
the last Friday in April, and the first Friday in November. 

April 29. — The Newcastle volunteers, commanded by Lieut. 
Col. Clennell, commenced in Newcastle their twenty-one days of 
permanent duty, which they undertook with an ardour and alacrity 
highly honourable to the corps. 

April 30^ — The North Shields and Tynemouth volunteers en- 
tered upon permanent duty for one month ; the guards of Clifford's 
fort, Tynemouth barracks, and the Spanish battery, were delivered 
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up to them. The company in Clifford's fort had not been in pos- 
session of it more than four hours, when Major Doyle, of the 
light brigade, from Sunderland, crossed the Tyne, in a large flat* 
bottome^boat, accompanied by one company of the 61st regiment, 
one company of the Northumberland militia, and one company of 
the Lanark militia* The major gallopped up to the fort gate and 
demanded entrance, but was answered by Colonel Linskill in the 
negative. The colonel instantly made a signal for reinforcements, 
when another company of volunteers marcned down the hill firom 
Dockwray-square, and commenced a sharp sham action on the 
Low-lights bridge, while the men in the fort made a sally, and the 
battle became general ; much skill and apparent courage were dis- 
played on both sides, the contending parties at intervals charging 
bayonets, and the engagement ended in the retreat of the assail- 
ants. During the contest, a party of the volunteers crossed the 
Tyne, and struck the tents of the besieging party. 

1804 CM€^ 25^. — This day (Friday), being the general fast, 
the Newcastle loyal associated volunteer infantry assembled oa 
their parade ground, from whence they marched to St. Nicholas* 
church, and attended divine service. The same day their route 
arrived for the performance of permanent duty for 21 days, upon 
which they entered with cheerfulness : nearly 800 privates having 
previously volunteered their services for duty. 

May 29. — The Society pf Arts presented the silver medal to 
Mr. William Watson, of North Middleton, near Belford, in North- 
umberland, for the comparative culture of turnips. 

This month, on removing a mound of earth, to make the outer 
entrance into Tynemouth castle more suitable to the ingress and 
egress of heavy pieces of ordnance, vast quantities of human bones 
were found, supposed to be the remains of bodies buried there, 
after the stormmg of the castle in 1648, by CromwelFs troops, 
under the command of Sir Arthur Haslerigg. See 1648, vol. t. 
page 102. 

June 4. — All the volunteer corps within a day's march of New- 
castle, were assembled on the Town Moor th^re, and fired three 
vollies in honour of his majesty's birth-day. The line extended 
above a mile in length. A great concourse of spectators was 
present. 

June 9. — A very serious riot took place in Berwick, between a 
recruiting party of the York reserve, and some of die inhabitants. 
In a short tiipe upwards of a thousand people were upon the street, 
and swords and bayonets were seen glaring among the crowd in 
preat numbers ; the most dreadful oaths and groans were heard 
in every quarter. The main guard soon turned out, and eagerly 
rushed forward to the assistance of their officers and comrades, the 
former having exerted their authority in vain. The utmost con- 
fusion and uproar prevailed, and there seemed no mode lefl pf 
quelling the riot until the mayor, attended by his officers, with 
the other magistrates, and a considerable number of private gentle- 
men interfered ;. their united exertions at> length were successful, 
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after many desperate blows were given and received^ and qmetness 
was at last restored upon the soldiers retiring to their barracki. 
The mayor was several times upon the point of causing the riot 
act to be read, but this was fortunately rendered unnecessary tbm 
moment that the swords and bayonets were sheathed. The con- 
duct of the chief magistrate during the affray was judicious, spirit*^ 
edy and manly; he derived great assistance from the energetic 
exertions and coolness of Captain Locke of the royal navy. 

18()4 (JuneJ. — As some workmen were pulling down an old 
house at Gallow-hill, in Northumberland, a bag of gold pieces, of 
the coin of Charles the First was found ; the legend Carolus 2>. G, 
Ma{f. Bri. F. et Hu Rex. and XX, behind the head, to denote its 
value in shillings ; and on the reverse, round the arms, Fiareat 
Concordia Regnu 

June, — Military encampments were formed on the coast of North- 
umberland. 

July 2^-^The Gateshead volunteers, commanded by Lieut-Col. 
Askew, marched into Newcastle for the performance of three 
weeks permanent duty. The arrival of the corps was greeted by 
various peals from the bells of St. Nicholas. 

This, and several successive years, the volunteers, generally 
throughout the kingdom, performed permanent duty. 

JiJtf 20. — Died, at Burnt-houses, Whickham FeU, Mrs. l>unii, 
aged 107 years. 

July 25. — ^Between eight and nine o*clock at night, the hold of 
the sloop Eliza, of Aberdeen, lying at Newcastle quay, with a 
valuable cargo of merchandise on board, was discovered to be on 
fire. The drums and bugle of the armed association immediately 
sounded an alarm, when the members of that corps (who had a 
little before returned from the field), were in a few minutes assem- 
bled and proceeded to the Quay, where they were of the utmost 
service in keeping off the crowd, and protecting the property that 
was taken out of the vessel. Two engines were managed with so 
much skill, that about eleven o'clock, the fire was completely got 
under. The cargo being much burnt and injured, the loss was 
very great* 

Jiuy. — A vote having been passed at the quarter sessions, to 
double the width of the passage of Elvet bridge, in the city of 
Durham, the work was commenced this month, and the last arch 
was closed August 4th, 1805. The workmen, in taking down part 
of the southernmost pillar, found amongst the masonry a noble df 
Edward VI. 

August 31. — A general muster of the Newcastle waggon train, 
under the command of Captain Davidson, took place upon the 
Town Moor, when the whole, amounting to upwards of 160 wag- 
gons, carts, &c., were assembled. .AHer being minutely inspected, 
the whole passed the captain in the greatest order and regularity. 
The corps was officered by a captam commandant, two lieuten- 
ants, and five superintendents or ensigns, who held commissions 
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f^om the lord lieutenant, and consisted of fifteen troops, each under 
the immediate direction of a conductor, who was a warrant officer. 
It was the only regular establishment of the kind (except the royal 
waggon train) in England. 

1804 (Sept. \2). — The two volunteer corps of Newcastle, 
with the waggon train, were inspected on the Town Moor, by the 
Hon. Brigadier General Grey. The associated corps mustered 
about 700 privates, and the Newcastle volunteers about 200, all of 
whom were mounted upon the carts and waggons provided for the 
occasion, and proceeded in this manner to town. The novelty of 
the scene drew together an immense crowd of spectators. In case 
of actual invasion, the plan was admirably calcidated to lessen the 
fiitigues of a long march, and to preserve unimpaired the vigour of 
the troops till the moment of action. 

September 27. — A silver cup, value fifty guineas, raised by a 
subscription of the gentlemen of the NewcasUe Hunt, was run for 
on Newcastle race ground. Out of thirty subscribers, only five 
started. It was won by Isaac Cookson, jun., esq. 

September 29. — About six o'clock in the evening, a most alarm- 
ing fire broke out in the back premises, known by the name of 
Coward's yard, in Alnwick, inhabited by poor people, which 
threatened serious consequences, as many thatched houses were 
nearly adjoining; but the wind providentially kept moderate. 
Two engines were soon on the spot, and were well supplied with 
water, notwithstanding which, four houses in one row, containing 
nine families, were burnt down. 

Decetnber^. — Died in Hexham, Sarah Stephenson, aged 102 years. 

A house of recovery, for the cure and prevention of contagious 
diseases, was this year built without the town's-wall, and a little 
north of the Westgate, Newcastle. 

This year, a superb painting by the celebrated Giordano, repre- 
senting the last supper, was presented by George Anderson, esq., 
to the inhabitants of the chapelry of St. Andrew's, in Newcastle, 
which was placed above the communion table of that church. 

Cocken Hall, about four miles north of the city of Durham, this 
year, became tlie residence of a convent of nuns, of the order of St. 
Theresa, from Lier, in Flanders. 

1805 (May 21 J. — Died, at Sunderland, Edward Lawson, at the 
advanced age of 106 years. 

May 25. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth rectory, in the sixty- 
second year of his age, William Paley, D. D. This eminent philoso- 
pher and divine of the church of England, was born at Peterborough, 
m 1743. In 1795, he was presented by the late bishop of Durham 
/Barrington) to the living of Bishopwearmouth. He was also sub- 
aean (^ Lincoln. He was the author of some excellent works, 
viz. — " Principles of Moral and Political Philosophy y' " HorcR 
PatUince" " View of the Evidences of Christianity," " Natural 
Theoloyy, or Evidences of the Existence and AttribtUes of the Deity y* 
*< Sermons" Sfc, Sfc. 
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1805 (JwM 5 J. — The Society of Arts preseated a gold medal to 
Mr. Wiliiam Taylor, of Beamish^ in the county of Durham> for im« 
proving 306 acres of waste land on Pelton Grange estate. 

June 28. — Lord Elibank crossed the Scottish border with the 
Peebleshire volunteers. The regiment having arrived at Carham- 
haughy in Northumberland, were formed in line, when they fired 
three voUies and gave three cheers. This was the first Scottish 
volunteer corps that had entered England in a body. The men, 
after being plentifully regaled by their officers with several casks 
of porter, &c., returned to their quarters at Kelso in the evening. 

Augugi I4 — The new and beautiful brewery at the Dean, near 
South Shields, was burnt down. 

August 12. — Richard Metcalfe was executed at Durham for the 
murder of his son-in-law. 

Auffust 16, — Thomas Clare, a private in the 2d Staffi>rdshire 
militia, was executed, according to his sentence, at the Westgate, 
Newcastle, for the murder of William Todd. He was much asi- 
tated at die awful preparation for eternity, so much so, that he 
appeared nearly deaa before his suspension ; he made no public 
confession of his guilt. The murder was committed Ausust 19th, 
1604, during the time the regiment was encamped near Hartley. 

August Iv, — About three o'clock on the morninjz, a terriUe fire 
was cQscovered in the colour manufactonr at the Ousebum, occu- 
pied by Messrs. IVker, of Newcastle. The flames raged with such 
fury, Uiat in a short time the building was almost totally destroy- 
ed. The damage was estimated at upwards of £4,000. 

In the evening of the same day, WUliam Henry West Betty, 
Ibe youi^ Roscius, aged 13 years, first performed at the Theatre- 
Boyal, l^wcastle, io the character of Douglas. He performed 
thirteen nights, and drew crowded audiences. The receipts during 
that time were £1889. 16«, 6</., at the advanced prices, averaging 
£145. 7s. 5J. per night The last night (13th\ he performed 
Rolla for his own benefit, which produced £210. 9s. 

October 21. — ^Died, Mrs. Kidd, mother of Mr. Kidd, flax-dresser 
in Newcastle, at the great age of 103 years. 

October 2\^ — An explosion took place in Hebbum colliery, by 
which 35 human beings lost their lives, leaving 25 widows and 81 
children unprovided for. > ^ 

Novemher 28. — An explosion took place in Oxclose colliery, by 
which imfortunate accident 88 human beings were hurried into 
eternity, and 18 widows and 70 children were thrown upon the 
charity of the public. 

December 10. — In the evening of this day, was found dead, on the 
road between Hexham and Haydon-bridge, Mr. Thomas Graham, 
tallow-chandler, of the latter place. His death was occasioned by 
a fall from his horse. It was very remarkable, a strange dog was 
lying by the body when found, and would suffer no person to come 
near it till forced. It afterwards followed the body to Haydon- 
bridge, up into the chamber where it was laid, ayd being banished 
out of the room, it found his boots in another, and lay down upon 
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them ; it also followed close behind the body to the place of inter- 
ment, and was seen many days afterwards howling and scratching 
upon the grave. The dog belonged to Mr. Armstrong, butcher, of 
Hexham. Mrs. Batey, of the Grey Bull Inn, Hexham, where Mr. 
Graham set out from, heard a dog howling horribly as Mr. Graham 
left her house. 

1805 fDec. 10 J, — During the night an extraordinary high tide 
took place at Shields, and the sea being very high, occasioned th^ 
waves to break with great fury against the stone quay at the foot 
of Tynemouth-barracks, built by order of his royal highness the 
duke of York. Several of the woodenheads or breakwaters, 
finished in the most substantial manner, were torn from their places 
in front of the wall and dashed to pieces. The tide washed down 
the centry-box near Clifford's-fort, although placed where the water 
seldom reached. Much old ship timber was carried adrift, and, by 
driving up and down, damaged and sunk several boats. The sea 
continued high for some days. 

December 26. — Died, at Fenwick-hall, near Stamfordham, in 
Northumberland, Mrs. Ann Dixon, aged 100 years. 

This year, the Postern-gate (part of the town wall), Newcastle, 
was pulled down. This gate had been of great strength. See the 
year 1095, vol. t. page 16. 

An ancient Roman celt was this year ploughed out of Tunstall- 
hnis, in the county of Durham. It was about 5 inches long, and 
2^ broad at the edge. 

1806 fjan. 9 J, — Being the day appointed for the funeral of Lord 
Nelson, at the cathedral of St. Faul, in London, the bells of St. 
Nicholas' and All Saints' churches, in Newcastle, rung muffled peals 
at intervals during the day. The great bell of St. Mary's, in 
Crateshead, was also tolled on the same melancholy occasion. At 
South Shields, the great bell tolled at intervals, from sun-rise to 
sun-set, and the ensign on the steeple was hoisted half-staff high ; 
in the evening, a solemn peal was rung from 7 to 8 o'clock, and 
besides these marks of respect to departed heroism, most of the 
inhabitants appeared in mourning, and all the ships in the harbour 
displayed their colours half-mast high. In 1807, Alexander Davison, 
esq., of Swarland, in Northumberland, erected an obelisk of free- 
stone, to the memoir of the gallant admiral. It stands near the 
post road, about a mile north of the village of Felton. 

January 13. — Died, in Toll-street, North Shields, Mr. William 
Lamshaw, aged 25 years, her grace the duchess of Northumber- 
land's own bagpiper. This extraordinary performer on the im- 
proved small pipes, was grandson of the celebrated piper Lamshaw, 
of Morpeth, and on his demise, was taken from the band of the 
Northumberland militia, where he had been since a boy of twelve 
years' of age. When only eighteen, he played a match against the 
most famed pipers in the north of England, at Elsdon, before the 
duke's baronial court, and some distinguished judges, and bore away 
the prize. 

February 8. — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, the 
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premises occupied by Messrs. Beilby and Hawthorn, watch-glass 
manu&cturersy in Bell's Court, Pilerim Street, Newcastle, were dis- 
covered to be so totally enveloped m flames, that every assistance to 
extinguish the devouring element, proved unavailing, and the whole 
were consumed in the course of an hour. The stock, which amounted 
to. between two and three thousand pounds, was entirely destroyed. 

1806 (Mcardi 16^. — A fire was discovered in one of the bed-rooms 
of the house of William Hodshon, esq., at Merry Shields, Northum- 
berland. The flames soon raged with such fury, that the whole inside 
of the building, with the beds, furniture, wme in the cellar, and 
valuables to a great amount, were totally destroyed. 

March 24.— 4)ied, in the workhouse at Sunderland, Barbara Coagy 
aged 103 years. 

Match 28. — An explosion took place in Killingworth colliery, 
by which unfortunate occurrence ten persons lost their lives. 

April 1. — ^Died, at Gateshead, Ann Maddison, aged 103 years. 

Afril 5«— A terrible fire was discovered in the malting of Messrs, 
Barras and Co., in Gateshead, which did considerable damage to 
the building and stock of malt on hand. 

April 6< — Died, at South Shields, Hannah Gordon, aged 100 years. 

April 7. — As two sawyers in the boat-building yard of Mr. 
Masterton, near Gateshead, were sawing a well-grown elm tree, 
they were suddenly stopped in the middle of their work by a 
harder body than the wood, which, on further examination, proved 
to be a horse shoe, in good preservation, and which there was no 
reason to doubt, had been there since the first growth of the tim- 
ber. It was found in the very core of the tree, where a fine im- 
pression of the shoe was made on the surrounding surface. No 
visible injury appeared to have been sustained by the timber in 
consequence of this strange companion. 

AprU 20.^ — This day (Sunday) Earl Percy having attained his 
21st year, the morning was ushered in with the ringing of bells at 
every church in the county of Northumberland. On Monday the 
celebration of that happy event was of the most harmonious and 
enthusiastic kind ;. at Alnwick, in particular, no circumstance in 
the memory of the oldest person living ever excited such rapturous 
feelings of congratulation and joy as were displayed in that town 
on the above occasion. The representatives of the duke at Alnwick- 
castle also entered warmly into the general enthusiasm, by co- 
operating with the public in rendering this joyous day an event as 
memorable as it was important. A large ox was roasted in the 
market-place, and 700 loaves were provided for the entertainment 
of the people in the town and neighbourhood. Two pipes of re-, 
markably strong beer, brewed when Earl Percy was bom, were 
brought from Keilder castle, which, with thirty other barrels of 
strong ale, were also distributed among the populace ; and to add 
to the entertainment, a building was erected in the market-place to 
contain a band of music, who played during the principal part of 
the day. The Percy Tenantry, in and about Alnwick, were called 
up and treated in the most liberal manner. The three companies 
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of cavalry, and nine of infkntry, were entertained at bis grace's ex- 
pence, with an excellent dinner and a bottle of wine each man, 
and 3«. were allowed for the expense of each horse. An elegant 
dinner was provided at the White Swan inn, for all the officers of 
the corps, and the principal gentlemen in the neighbourhood. 
About 500 suits of clothes were given to the cottagers upon the 
noble duke's estates. The officers of the Percy Tenantry in the 
neighbourhood of Newcastle, who could not, without inconvenience, 

5 J a visit to Alnwick, were munificently entertained at the Turk's 
ead inn in that place, with an elegant dmner, and the day was 
spent with the utmost conviviality. Tlie Percy Tenantry Inrantry 
were regaled at Mrs. Thrift's market-place, North Shields, and the 
cavalry at T3memouth. 

1806 (May 19 J, — A plan of the grounds belonging to his ma- 
jesty at Tynemouth castle, Spanish lottery, &c., and of the works 
raised for the defence of the castle against the parliament's army 
in the reign of King Charles the first, was taken by order of go- 
vernment. 

June 5. — The foundation stone of the New Subscription Library, 
in Howard-street, North Shields, was laid with great solemnity by 
William Linskill, esq., high sheriff of Northumberland. A plate, 
with a Latin inscription, was deposited in the stone. November 
5th, 1807, the building was opened with a concert of vocal and in- 
strumental music. 

July 5. — Died, in Northumberland-street, Newcastle, in his 
85th year, the Rev. Hugh Moises, A. M., many years head master 
of the Free Grammar School in that town, and justly celebrated 
for his laborious and successful discharge of that important duty. 
During the presidency of the Rev. Mr. Moises, the right hon. the 
earl of Eldon, Lord Stowell, Lord Collingwood, and several other 
eminent persons obtained the rudiments of their educaticm in this 
seminary. June 14th, 1787, on the resignation of Mr. Moises, his 
pupils presented him with an elegant and valuable diamond ring, on 
which was engraven the following motto : — "Optimf. Mbrenti," as 
a testimony of their gratitude for his attention to and care of their 
education, which he was pleased to accept in a condescending and 
gracious manner, highly to the satisfaction of his pupils, whose sor- 
row on losing so worthy and able a master was unaffected. There 
never was perhaps a gentleman in a public character as a teacher, 
whose resignation was more regretted than that of this worthy 
divine, who had filled that important situation for a period of 37 
years with the utmost dignity. Nov. 1810, an elegant mural mo- 
nument, by Flaxman, with a Latin inscription from the classical pen 
of Sir William Scott (now Lord Stowell), was placed in St. Mary's 
Porch, in St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, in memory of this emi- 
nent divine. 

September 10. — Arrived in Newcastle, on a tour through the 
British islands, their most serene highnesses. Prince Frederick 
Augustus and Prince Paul George of Holstein Oldenburgh, attend- 
ed by Count Holmar and Baron Maltzahn. 
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1806 (SepU W). — Died, In London, the Rev. John Brand, M. A., 
Rector of the united parishes of St. Mary at Hill, and St. Andrew 
Hubbard, in the city of London, and resident secretary of the Socie^ 
of Antiquaries. Mr. Brand, who was bom in Newcastle, in 174S, 
was of low parentage. He served his time to be a shoemaker, but 
afterwards obtained learning enough to enter himself of Lincoln 
college, Oxford, where he took his bachelor's degree, and having 
been ordained, he became curate of Bolam, in Northumberland. 
June, 1773, Mr. Brand was presented to the curacy of St. Andrew's, 
in Newcastle. October 6th, 1774, he was presented to the curacy 
of Cramllngton, in Northumberland, by Matthew Ridley, esq. 
May the 29th, the same year, he was elected a Fellow of the 
Society of Antiquaries, London. While a bachelor of arts at the 
university of Oxiford, he published a very pretty poem on '< lUicii 
Love^" supposed to have been written among the ruins of Oodstow 
Nunnery ; and in 1777, he published a very curious work, entitled 
<< ObservatUms on Popular AnHqtuties^ including the whole cfMr. 
Bourne* i AnHquitaies Vulgaree^ with Addenda to every Chapter 
of that Worh ; as also^ an Appendix, containing such Articles on 
the Subject as have been omitted by that Author^* 8vo. This work 
he continued to enlarge and improve till his death, when a new 
edition was published, in 2 vols. 4to., by Mr. Ellis. In 1784, he 
removed to the rectory of St. Mary at Hill, and St. Andrew Hub- 
bard, London, and in 1786, was appointed one of the domestic 
chaplains to the duke of Northumberland. June 14th, 1787, at a 
meeting of the common council in Newcastle, the corporation was 
pleased to grant to Mr. Brand the honour of dedicating to that 
body his History of Newcastle, then going to be published hj 
subscription. May 16th, 1789, Mr. Brand announced that his 
'* History of Newcastle was published^ price three guineas, embel^ 
lished with thirty four views of the public buildings, Sfc, engraved 
by Mr. Fittler** This splendid work is in 2 vols. 4to. ; the en- 
gravings, it is said, cost £500., but the want of a good index is 
much to be regretted. A small portrait of Mr. Brand is given in 
the title-page of this work. 

September 23. — Died, at Eshe, in the parish of Lanchester, John 
Hunter, who, according to his own account, corroborated by the 
parish register of Chester-le-Street, completed his 106th year the 
previous April. 

This month, died at Newcastle, J. Moore, seamen, aged 101 
years. 

October 14. — The foundation stone of the New Quay and Mar- 
ket-place, at North Shields, was laid, under a triple discharge of 
nine pieces of ordnance. His grace the duke of Northumberland's 
bailiff for Tynemouthshire, David Stephenson, esq., architect, and 
a vast concourse of spectators, attended. The ships in the har- 
bour displayed their colours, and the afternoon was spent at Mrs. 
Carr's, Half-moon inn, in harmony and festivity. 

IJecember 3v — A very alarming fire broke out in the workshop 
of Mr. John Anderson, joiner and cabinet-maker, in the Bigg- 
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market, Newcastle^ which raged with great fury for nearly an hour, 
layine the workshop in ruins, and partially injuring an adjoining 
dwelUng-house, before the fire was got under. 
' 1806 (Dec. \0). — Died at Gainford, in the county of Durham^ 
Mr. John Cade, an eminent antiquary. He was bom at Darling- 
ton, in 1734. About sixteen years before his death, he had a 
paralytic stroke, which deprived him of the use of his legs, and 
was confined to his bed ever afler. 

December 12. — Died, in Gateshead, the Rev. John Baillie, aeed 
66 years. Mr. Baillie had been fourteen years minister of Sally- 
port chapel, in Newcastle. He published, besides several detached 
sermons, " Lectures on the Eevelationsy* " History of the French 
War from 1791 to 1802," and " An Impartial Historic of Newcastie 
upon Tyne, 1801," all in 8vo. 

December 21. — About ten o'clock on the morning, one of the 
arches of Haydon Bridge, about 95 feet in span, which had long 
shewn evident signs of weakness and decay, fell with a tremendous 
crash, just at the time a number of people were passing to church. 
One unfortunate man sunk with the ruins to the depth of forty 
feet, but was taken out alive with a broken thigh bone, and other- 
wise much bruised. 

December 25. — A furious storm of wind from the west was 
experienced in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. About noon, 
accompanied with rain, it became an absolute hurricane, in some 
places breaking down trees, in others tearing them up by the roots, 
in Newcastle, the massy boards composing the butchers* stalls in 
the Old Flesh-market, were blown about m every direction ; and 
' the wood-work of that well known erection, the Vicarage pump, in 
Westgate-street, was torn away. Several stacks of chimneys fell ; 
one in the Spital, broke through the roof of a house into the apart- 
ments, happily without any injury to the family. At Acomb, near 
Hexham, a spark was blown from a chimney, and set a stack on 
fire. The violence of the wind baffled every effort to extinguish 
the fiames, all the stacks in the yard were burnt, and unfortunately 
the fire extended to the neighbouring cottages, about ten of which 
were reduced to ashes. The great circular west window in the 
tower of Shields church was blown in, during the time of adminis- 
tering the holy sacrament ; and the organ, standing near the win- 
dow, was in imminent danger of being overturned, and dashed to 
pieces, but immediate assistance being had, prevented this effect. 
Many houses in Dockwray-square were damaged in their roots, 
and one man nearly killed by the falling of a stack of chimneys. 

December. — Bishopwearmouth churcn being much too small to 
contain the increased population of the place, and having become 
ruinous, the parishioners came to a resolution of rebuilding it. It 
is raised on the old foundations. The chancel was opened for 
divine service in 1808, and the whole work finished in 1810. At 
the same time a new burial-ground was purchased, and, being en- 
larged by a parcel of the bishop's waste, was consecrated August 
9th, 1810. 
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1806. — The church of Long Newton, in the county of Durham, 
was this year nearly rebuilt. In 1819, the matrix of a brass seal 
was found in this church-yard : — " Sioillum Wilelmi De Broc ;" 
and on the inner circle, <' G* I. R. £. Nomen V Abet." The 
device, a holy lamb and a cross. William de firoc appears as a wiU 
ness to charters about the year 1300. 

This year, the church at Redmarshall, in the county of Durham^ 
was repaired, and the lead roof removed. 

1807 (Feb, 28, J — The new Butchers'-market, in Newcastle, was 
opened tor business. 

February, — The famous Durham ox was slaughtered. He was 
bred by Mr. Charles Colling, at Ketton, in 1796, and was supposed 
to weigh 168 stones, when exhibited as a show in 1801, by Mr. 
Bulmer, who purchased him for £140., and in the same year sold 
him to Mr. John Day, for £250. This enormous animal, for which 
£2,000. was refused by Day, was exhibited for nearly six years in 
all parts of England and Scotland. When slaughtered he weighed 
220 stones. 

March 11. — As a loaded coal cart, with two horses, was at- 
.. tempted to be backed to the door of a house near the top of the 
steps, leading from St. Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcastle, the 
cart, coals, horses, and man, were precipitated in a moment into 
Dean-street, a fall not less than thirty feet, without receiving any 
material injury. 

Mareh^A woman named Hodgson was residing in a cottage 
near Hexham, on the Beaufront estate, at the great age of 105 
years, in the full possession of her faculties, and in penect good 
health. 

April 8. — Died, at North Shields, Margaret Glanton, aged 100 
years. 

April 30. — About one o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the steam corn-mill, belonging to Mr. John Crawford, near the 
high end of North Shields, which totally destroyed the same, as 
well as a small house on the opposite side of the street. The da- 
m^ was estimated at £5,000. 

'This month, died at a village near Liverpool, the Rev. George 
Walker, F. R. S., Professor of Theology at the New College, and 
Pl-esident of the Philosophical and Literary Society of Manchester. 
Mr. Walker was born at Newcastle, in the year 1735. 

JIfay 1. — A tremendous thunder-storm visited Newcastle and 
its neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered the dwelling-house 
of Mr. Jopling, marble mason, in Pilgrim-street, and did consider- 
able damage in the rooms and to the furniture. Providentially no 
person was hurt, although Mrs. J. and several children were in 
a small room through which the lightning passed. A horse was 
killed at Hebbum, m a stable, A man standing on a pit-heap, 
near the shaft of Urpeth colliery, had both his shoes torn from his 
feet, without receiving any personal hurt whatever. Great damage 
was also done in other parts of the country. 

July, — A sparrow built its nest at the top of the main-stay of 
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the Gainsborough Packet, ijing at Newcastle Quay, and in it de- 
posited five eggs. 

1807 (Aug. II J. — Died, in Northumberland-street, Newcastle, 
Elizabeth Bickett, aged 103 years. Being a water carrier, she 
for many years enjoyed the title of ** Queen cfike PanL*' 

Septenwer 5. — A cold wind from the N. £., accompanied with a 
heavy and incessant rain during the whole day and night, produced 
so remarkable a swell in the river Tyne, at Newcastle, that next 
morning (Sunday), the beautiful little island, called the King's 
Meadows, was entirely under water. Large masses of grain in 
sheaf (wheat, rye, barley, and oats,) came floating down, and se- 
veral coal keels, which put off for ue purpose, got their loading 
with part of the wreck. A whole field of oats, the property of Mr. 
Forster, of Newbum-hall, valued at £300., was entirely swept away ; 
and at several other places, along the banks of the river, similar 
losses were sustained. At Hexham, the united force of the wind 
and the rain tore up several trees by the roots ; and the low grounds 
near the town were covered with various descriptions of wreck. 
In a broad, but confined part of the North Tyne, near Haughton 
paper-mil], the river was observed to obtain a rise of at least fiileen ^ 
feet beyond its usual bounds. 

Septemher 29. — The foundation stone of the new light-house, 
near the centre of the front of Dockwray-square, North Shields, 
was laid ; at the same time the corporation of the Trinity-house of 
Newcastle, contracted with the right honourable Lord CoUingwood 
for another piece of ground in the angle of the Low-light Quay, for 
another light-house. 

This month, a shark eight feet long, and weighing about 3001bs, 
was taken in the fishermen's nets at Whitburn, and afterwards 
taken to Newcastle. When opened, upwards of 130 herrings and 
other small fish were found in the stomach* 

October 7« — Earl Percy arrived at Durham and took up his free- 
dom in the butchers' company, to which he was entitled by patri- 
mony. The noble earl ordered an elegant dinner at the Wheat 
Sheaf for his brethren of the trade. Jan. 1808, a large and elegant 
silver punch bowl, the gift of Earl Percy, was presented to the 
iXMnpany, on which occasion, the company, with several oUier res- 
pectable gentlemen, held a meeting at the Lord Nelson tavern, for 
the purpose of drinlung the health of the noble donor. 

Niop&nber 10. — The foundation stone of the new church at 
Wall's End was laid in the presence of a numerous and respectaUe 
assem]i>lage of spectators. After which, an elegant and appropriate 
address was delivered by the Rev. Jos^h Ireland. April 27th, 
1809, this church and burial ground were consecrated by Thomas 
Burgess, D.D., lord bishop of St David's. A most excellent ser- 
mon was preached by the Rev. Henry Phillpotts, (now bishop of 
Exeter) after which, Mr. Shaw sung a beautiful piece of sacred 
rausic The number of people present was computed at 1,500, and 
the business of the day was conducted in a very sdlemn manner. 
The Wall's End rifle corps lined the passage to the church. This 
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neat edifice stands onlj a few hundred }rards from the Roman 
station called Segedunum^ where stood a temple of Diana, as ap- 
pears from the remains of sacrifices found there. 

1807 (Nov. 12^« — There was a heavy fall of sleet and snow in 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which found its way even through 
solid brick walls exposed to the direct operation of the wind, and 
many houses were deluded. Almost all the shops and the lower 
stories of the houses on Uie north side of the Sand-hill and the Close 
were overflowed from the high banks behind, and much damage 
was done. The cellars and kitchens of the houses in Pandon were 
overflowed, and great loss was experienced from the overflowing 
of the Ousebum. The Quay, to the extent of 100 yards, whi(£ 
was built by Messrs. Hind and Co., was swept away by the current, 
and great damage was done to the houses and warehouses situated 
on the banks of that rivulet. Part of an unfinished house, near the 
church-way. North Shields, was blown down, and a part of the 
ruins penetrated an adjoining house, but happily no person was in- 
jured. The snow did not lie very thick in the neighbourhood of 
Newcastle, but westward of Hexham, and in the high lands about 
Alston, the roads were impassable. The storm unhappily proved 
fatal to Mr. James, farmer near Haltwhistle, who was out in hia 
fields on horseback looking after his sheep, and was found dead not 
far from his own house, lying on his back, and his horse standing 
near him. 

1807 (Nov. U). — Died, at Fallowden-house, in Northumber- 
land, in the 79th year of his age, the right honourable Charles 
Earl Grey, Viscount Howick, and baron Grey de Howick, a ge- 
neral in the army, governor of Guernsey, colonel of the 3d regi- 
ment of dragoons, and knight of the military order of the Bath. In 
addition to the honours granted him by his sovereign for his many 
eminent services to his country during his military career, he re- 
ceived the thanks of both houses of parliament, and the corpora- 
tion of London presented him with the freedom of the city in a 
gold box. 

November 17. — The officers of the Percy Tenantry Cavalry pre- 
sented their colonel, the right honourable Earl Percy, at Alnwick 
castle, with a most magnificent and highly-finished sabre, with a 
Damascus blade, and on the scabbard was embossed in basso re- 
lievo, on one side, the various armorial bearings of the Percy 
family ; on the converse, military trophies under different forms. 
The whole was tiie superior workmanship of one of the first artists 
in London. 

December 17. — The warehouses attached to the glass-house at 
South Shields, occupied by Messrs. Shortridge, Hussell, and Bar- 
ras, were completely destroyed by fire. 

December 29. — Three desperate offenders made their escape 
from the gaol in Newcastle, viz. John Willis, John Blakelock, and 
David Miller, the first on a charge of forgery, the others under 
sentence of transportation. Their efforts to break out of confine- 
ment had been continued for some time previous to their escape, 

VOL. II. r 
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as the north wall, through which they retreated, was at least a 
yard and a quarter in thickness, composed of immense masses of 
freestone. So silent and secret were their proceedings, that no 
suspicion was entertained by the gaoler or his assistants, and at 
the usual hour of inspection and locking up by the turnkey, on the 
very evening of their escape, all had the appearance of being or- 
derly and siSe ; their fetters seemed to be as firm as when first put 
upon the prisoners, and no flaw was observable in the wall. It ap- 
peared that the fragments of the wall, which had been removed in 
the intervals of time between the stated visits of the turnkey, had 
been so artfully replaced as to elude detection, and the fetters had 
been cut asunder by implements conveyed to them. The blankets^ 
by which they had descended, were found upon a dung-hill below* 

1807 (December SO J. — A stone coffin, about six feet in length, 
was dug up in the old church at Hexham, on the north side of the 
place where the altar has stood. It had a thick stone cover, but 
no inscription whatever, nor any thing in the inside, excepting the 
bones of a dove entire, and som^ small pieces of glass, apparently 
gilt, but much worn off. 

This month, died, at Cullercoats, near Tynemouth, John Ram- 
say, mariner, aged 115 years. He served in the capacity of cabin- 
boy on board one of the ships in Sir George Rooke's squadron at 
the taking of Gibraltar, in 1704. He retained all his faculties till 
within a few days of his death. 

1808 fjan. 2 J. — The first number of the Berwick Advertiser 
newspaper, was published by Mr. Henry Richardson, which he 
continued till his death, Nov. 5th, 182S ; since which time, it has 
been published by his widow, Mrs. Catherine Richardson. 

Januafy 14. — During a sudden gale of wind, several fishing- 
boats belon^ng to Hartley, Blyth, and Newbiggen, were lost upon 
the coast of Northumberland, and all their crews perished, leaving 
many widows and numerous orphan children : of one family, of 
tiie name of Robinson, there were lost a fi&ther, three sons, and 
two grandsons. There was a very liberal subscription for the wi- 
dows and children of the unfortunate men. 

January 19.— .Died, Robert Melville, of South Shields, aged lOS 
years. He was a member of the Society of Friends. 

January 28. — Died, at Lowry's Mill, near Bellingham, Mr. 
William Robley, aged upwards of 100 years, 70 of which he lived 
at Smalesmouth, in the same neighbourhood, as fanner and publi- 
can, and was much esteemed for his jokes and merry catches. 

March 31. — Died, in Newcastle, m his 89th year, Robert Rod- 
dam, of Roddam, in Northumberland^ esq., senior admiral of the 
red. April the 6th, the remains of this gallant admiral were re- 
moved to Ilderton, in Northumberland, for interment. He was a 
descendant of one of the most ancient and illustrious families in 
that county. 

April 18. — The first stone of an elegant new hall, in the Mar- 
ket-place at Darlington, was laid by George Allan, esq., of Black- 
well Grange, George Lewis Hollmgsworth, esq., and Richard 
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Hodgson, esq., of Darlington, when a great number of gentlemen 
were assembled, and gave three cheers. The bells were rung, and 
there were great rejoicings throughout the day. 

1808 fApnl 18/.— The remains of Sir Henry Grey, bart., in 
preat funeral solemnity, passed through NewcasUe, for interment 
m the family vault at Howick. 

April 21. — Died, in the workhouse of St. Nicholas' parish, Dur- 
ham, Ann Angus, aged upwards of 100 years. 

April 26.— 'The new parade ground, in PercvHStreet, Newcastle, 
was opened for the first time on the evening of the above day, by 
the Newcastle volunteers, who were inspected there by Colonel 
Rawdon. 

April 27. — A very alarming fire broke out in the bark-mill be- 
longmg to Mr. Isaac Richardson, in his tan-yard near the White 
Cross, in Newgate-street, Newcastle, which raged with such vio- 
lence, that in less than half-an-hour the mill fell with a tremendous 
crash, setting fire to four hay-stacks in an adjoining yard, two of 
which were entirely consumed, and the others very much damaged. 

May 17. — Died, John Lord Delaval, of Seaton Delaval, in 
Northumberland, aged 80 years. June 3d, the corpse passed 
through Newcastle, for London, in great funeral pomp. The cof- 
fin was decorated with masonic emblems, &c. &c. 

This month, in digging into a mound of earth, adjoining the 
south side of the ruins of Tynemouth Priory, a capacious cemetery, 
or arched tomb, was discovered ; some human bones, of a large 
size, and skulls, were found on the floor, some of them very per- 
fect. It was supposed that this place had not been opened since 
the dissolution of the Priory, in 1539. See voL t. page 72. 

June 4. — In honour of his majesty's birth-day, the new town's 
clock, placed on the top of the Subscription Library, at North 
Shields, was first set in motion. The ships in the harbour dis« 
played their colours, and immediately on the clock striking twelve, 
twenty-one guns were fired. Clifibrd's- fort, the Spanish battery, 
and Tynemouth castle, also fired royal salutes. The clock was 
made by the late ingenious Mr. John Bolton, of Chester-le-Street. 

At Newcastle, the day was ushered in by peals of bells from the 
several churches. At 12 o'clock, the Newcastle volunteers were 
formed upon the Sandhill, and fired three vollies in honour of the 
day. In consequence of the 4th of June falling on Saturday, his 
majesty's birth-day was celebrated by the military in the counties 
of Northumberland and Durham, on the Monday following. On 
Sunday the following regiments marched into Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood, for the purpose of being present at the two next 
days' brigades, viz. : — the East York militia, the Sunderland volun- 
teer artillery, the Sunderland volunteer infantry, the North Shields 
and Tynemouth volunteer infantry, and the Hexham and Corbridge 
volunteer infantry. The Gateshead volunteer infantry marched 
into Newcastle on the same day, for the purpose of being placed 
on permanent pay and duty for fourteen days. On Monday, the 
troops assembled on the occasion were drawn up in two columnsi 
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left in fronl^ the one in Northumberlandnstreet and the other in 
Westgate-street, and in that order marched to the Town-moor, and 
formed in two lines preTiously marked out for them. The first line 
was formed by the rollowing regiments : — four troop^ of the Ennia- 
killen dragoons, itie Gibside cavalry, the Axwell Park ditto, the 
Tyne legion ditto, a brigade of artillery, the East York militia, 
the Newcastle volunteer in&ntry, the North Shields and Tyne- 
mouth ditto, the Hexham and Corbridge ditto, the Newcastle aa- 
sociated tlitto, and the Wall*s-£nd rifle corps. The second line 
consisted of a brigade of artillery, the Wiltshire militia, the Sun- 
derland volunteer infantry, the Tyne legion ditto, the Gateshead 
ditto^ and the Sunderland volunteer artillery. The two lines to- 
gether formed upwards of 5,000 men. As soon as lieutenant- 
general Dundas arrived at the centre of the first line, the signal 
beiug given, the troops under the command of major-general John- 
stone presented arms in honour of his majesty. The firing of the 
first line then commenced by battalions firom right to left, and as 
soon as each regiment had fired three voUies, the line was wheeled 
back into open column, and the second line ordered to advance 
and pass through the intervals of the first line. Having advanced 
to the appointed distance, the second line was fired in a similar 
manner with the first, and then ordered to retire and take post in 
the original alignement. Both lines now presented arms, and sa- 
luted the lieutenant-general. They were next wheeled back into 
open column of companies right in front, and passed the lieutenant- 
general in slow and quick time, and again took up their original 
alignements. The business of the field being over, the troops were 
formed into a column of sections, and proceeded to their several 
parades in the town. On Tuesday mornmg, the two columns were 
ordered to assemble at six o'clock, in order to proceed by different 
routes to Throckley Fell,* about eight miles from Newcastle ; the 
right column under the command of lieutenant-general Dundas, 
and the lefl under the command of major-general Johnstone. 
During the march, a brigade of artillery joined the left column at 
Fenham, by which means a communication was kept up between 
the heads of the columns, by the firing of signal guns. The Wall's 
End rifle corps formed the advanced guard of the right column, 
and the Gateshead light company of the left column, who were 
joined by the light company of the Wiltshire militia, when the co- 
lunm entered on the Fell. The columns arrived at their places of 
destination within a few minutes of each other, and, as soon as the 
first was formed, the lefl column took up a position in its rear, 
ready to advance to its support. The ground occupied by the left 
of the second line was very much broken, the men being, for the 
greater part of the movements, up to their waists in whins. The 
firing of the first line soon commenced, and the second line was 
ordered to file from the ri^ht of companies, and advance to its sup- 
port ; having formed and fired, the second line retreated past the 
first, the retreat being covered by tlie light troops. After having 

* In 1816, an act was obtained for inclosing Throckley Fell. 
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alternately advanced and retreated several times, the second line 
by an esckeUon movement, formed on the left of the first, and by 
that means presented a single line, extending upwards of a mile 
and a half. It then fired by companies from centre to flanks, by 
wings, and by battalions. The whole being formed into open 
column of subdivisions, crossed the Fell, and passed along the east 
side, covered by the Wall's-End rifle and Gateshead light company, 
where the line was asain formed,' and fired by battalions. The 
line afterwards wheeled into open column of sections, and retreated 
off the Fell, covered as before by the light troops. The whole then 
proceeded on their march to Newcastle, where they arrived about 
five o'clock. The next day the troops were highly complimented 
in the general orders that were issued. 

1808 (June 00^.— Died at the foot of the Manor Chare, New- 
castle, Mrs. Mary Graham, aged 104 years. 

July 18. — A whale was towed into Shields by a sloop, which 
found it floating near Holy Island. On being cut up, its jaw bones 
were found broken, supposed by running against rocks. 

July 19. — The elegant and commodious Catholic college and 
seminary at Ushaw, near Durham, was opened for the reception 
of students, by the ecclesiastics of the ancient English college of 
Douay. The buildings, which are of stone, form a spacious quad- 
rangle. 

Same day, died, at North Shields, Mrs. Jane Orean, aged 102 
years. 

July 23. — ^Died, at Whitfield, in Northumberland, Mrs. Isabella 
Mandeville, relict of the Rev. Richard Mandeville, formerly curate 
of that parish, aged upwards of 100 years. She had been ror some 
time before her death both blind and speechless. 

This month, a Jew found a noble of Henry IV., date 1399, 
amonest the rubbish of an old house, then pulling down in North 
Shields' Market-place. It was of pure gold, the impression per- 
fect, and weighed 90 grains. 

August 1. — Died, in the Wall Knoll, Newcastle, Mrs. Dorothy 
Tumbull, in the 107th year of her age. She was bom on the 4th 
of July, 1702, in the reign of Queen Ann, and until within three 
days of her death, possessed her faculties in an amazing degree. 
Her memory being little impaired, she could relate, with astonish- 
ing exactness, a variety of events which hoippened during the 
rebellion in 1715, and almost every subseaue^it event of any im- 
portance. About a month before her deatfi, she made herself a 
petticoat without the aid of spectacles, when she was heard to ob- 
serve, that << she had lived to such an age^ that Newcastle could not 
furnish her with a pair to assist her sight.** On the Friday pre- 
ceding her death, she walked to Low Friar street, where she drank 
tea with a friend, who lived in the curious old house with the or- 
namented front, but before returning home, she grew very low- 
spirited, and seemed conscious of her approaching dissolution ; the 
next day, she was confined to her bed, and on the Monday her 
existence was terminated. 
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1808 (Aug, 8^^— Newcastle and its neighbourhood were visited 
by one of the most awful thunder storms ever remembered. The 
flashes of lightning were terrific in the extreme. The house of Mrs. 
Raisbeck, in Westgate-street, Newcastle, was very much damaged. 
The lightning struck the back part, entered the usual dining-room 
of the fiunily, shivered a door to pieces, and drove the fragments 
along the passage into the front room, tore the plaster off the wall, 
and damaged some of the furniture. Several of the bell-wires in 
the house were melted, and a black mark of considerable depth 
left along the walls where they were. Some of the windows were 
shattered to pieces, and a hole was driven through a thick chimney 
wall, where the lightning had struck npon a naU. Mrs. Raisbeck 
and her daughter had a most providential escape, having removed 
from the room where the principal damage occurred a short time 
before, to avoid the glare of the lightnine. In the next house, oc- 
cupied by Mr. Jobling, some of the bell-wires were melted, win- 
dows broken, and the top of a bed post-struck off. A painter at 
work in the inside of the house, next door to Mr. Jobhng's, was 
struck down, but being bled, he recovered. Some tiles were taken 
off Mr. Leighton's house on the opposite side of the street, but no 
other damage was sustained than that caused by the torrent of rain 
which rushed in. Two men at work in the neighbouring chapel 
were thrown against each other by the shock, but not much hurt. 
The house of Mr. Farrington, in the Bigg-market, was also struck, 
and the bell-wires of two rooms and the staircase melted. The 
common sewer at the head of the Side was so full charged with 
water in consequence of the heavy rain, that the, pavement was 
forced up for several yards, and the water issued from the aper- 
ture for a considerable time, as if thrown from an engine. Tlie 
lk;htning struck the house of James Losh, esq., at Jesmond, in two 
places. The funnel on the top of the library chimney was broken 
m pieces, thence it passed down the chimney into the library, 
throwing down the soot, and singeing the hearth-rug. It also en- 
tered by a window on the stair-head, struck a barometer hanging 
by the side of the window, which it shivered to pieces, passed 
along all the bell-wires, and went round the gilt frame of a large 
picture in the drawing-room, which it completely tarnished, then 
pierced the wall a little above the chimney-piece, and disappeared. 
A large rent was likewise made in the wall, communicating with a 
closet in the kitchen, the lock of the door forced off, and two balls 
of^fire appeared to the servants to fall on the kitchen floor, and 
escape by the door. Fortunately no one was hurt, although part of 
the family were on the stair-head when the barometer was broken, 
and the servants were in the kitchen when the fire passed through 
it. Mr. Maddison's house, at Birtley, was struck, the funnels thrown 
from the chimneys, several windows with their frames torn in pieces, 
and the coping-stones on the gable end of the house carried to a 
considerable distance. At Lumley, near Chester-le-Street, the 
lightning entered the roof of a house, and killed a woman in the 
lower room. Mr. John Sheradon, of Houghton-gate, had a cow 
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killed in a field near that place. Mr. Kirkup, of Urpeth, had seven 
lambs killed near his house. The lightning entered the roof of the 
house of John Cole, at High Chater's Haugh, and forced off the 
head of the clock, and broke it to pieces ; it then went up the 
chimney, without doing any further damage. At Dipton, a horse 
and several sheep were killed in the fields. The Seven Stars pub- 
lic house, on Gateshead Fell, was also struck ; some cattle were 
also killed in that direction. Some women in a cart had a narrow 
escape, as the cart was much damaged. A windmill belonging to 
Mr. Hodgson, on the Leazes, near Newcastle, was struck, and two 
of the wands were completely shattered, and a large piece of iron 
carried to a considerable distance. A pike of hay was entirely 
burnt at Cramlington. As the daughter of Mr. Pollock, sign of 
the Rose, Half-way-bank, between Shields and Newcastle, was 
standing at the back door, with a comb in her hand, the lightning 
struck the back of the comb, singed it, and curled up some of the 
teethj without doing the least injury to the girl. A new smelting- 
mill at Derwent-heads, near Blanchland, was nearly swept away by 
the flood, together with a considerable quantity of lead ore. 

1808 ? August J ^-^ThiB month, the White Cross, in Newgate- 
street, Newcastle, was taken down, and put up in a somewhat dif- 
ferent form in the New Butchers'-market. See August^ 1784. 

September 1. — Martin O'Br^an was executed at Morpeth, pur- 
suant to his sentence, for robbmg and cutting the throat of Barbara 
Weir, upon Shields' road. Being a Roman Catholic, he was at- 
tended to the place of execution by the Rev. Mr. Lawson. He 
seemed quite reconciled to his fate, and died penitent. 

September 4.-*There were great rejoicings at Newcastle, on the 
arrival of the news that Sir Arthur Wellesley (the present duke 
of Wellington) had defeated the French under the command of 
general Junot, at Vimeira, in Portugal, on the 21st of the pre- 
ceding month. This was the first engagement between the Eng- 
lish and the French on the peninsula. 

September 20« — Died^ at Berwick, Mrs. Isabella Hounim, aged 
104 years. 

October 6. — Died, near Corbridge, Mrs. Hodgson, aged 105 years. 

November 3. — At four o'clock in the afternoon, his Majesty's 
ship the Bucephalus, was launched from the building yard of Mr. 
William Row, at St. Peter's Quay, near Newcastle. She was rated 
in the Navy List at 82 guns, but was pierced for 52, and measured 
970 tons. An immense concourse of spectators was present at 
the launch. The bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a merry peal in 
honour of the event. November 17th, was launched from the same 
yard, a very handsome small ship of war, called the Woodlark. 

November 8» — A dreadfiil fire took place at East Lilbum, in the 
parish of Eglingham, in Northumberland. As Mr. Brewis's servant 
was going to bed with a candle, about ten o'clock, either from a 
spark from the candle or not extinguishing it, the stable caught 
fire, and, melancholy to relate, ten horses were all burnt to death, 
and the lad escaped with difficult, without his clothes. 
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1808 (Not. 13^. — A new Methodist chapel was opened at Dur- 
ham, for public worship; the Rev. Jabez Bunting, of Sheffield, 
preached to a crowded audience, from Psalms, xx. verse 4. 

November 29. — An explosion took place in Harraton colliery, 
Durham, by which unfortunate occurrence four human beings and 
twenty-one horses lost their lives. The coal was set on fire by this 
explosion, and the pits were tightly scaffolded to exclude the air, 
for the purpose of smothering out the fire. The pits were opened 
out at the end of two months, when the fire on the coal was found 
to be extinguished ; but, to the astonishment of every body, a 
pony was found alive, and in high condition. This pony had a 
trick of slipping his halter, and wandering about the workings.' 
The explosion happened just after the men had finished their day's 
work, and the horses, 22 in number, had been tied up in the stables. 
It was supposed that this pony had slipped his halter, and gone 
upon his rambles as usual, as all the remaining 21 horses were 
killed in the stables by the explosion. It would seem that the life 
of this pony had been preserved by the fresh air which was sent 
up in the rise part of the workings, and he had lived upon the 
forage of his dead companions. He survived the accident many 
years. 

December 15. — A terrible fire broke out betwixt one and two 
o'clock on the morning of this day, in a kitchen, under the shop 
and parlour of Mr. George Carr, tallow-chandler, Hexham, which 
threatened destruction to a vast pile of buildings, and it was not 
known to the family above, until they were almost suffocated. 
Mrs. Carr, Miss Robson, and three of the children, threw them- 
selves from the window of the room above the parlour, with very 
little injury. Two other children, nearly suffocated, were taken 
from an upper room, by Mr. James Meston. The fire was occa- 
sioned, it was supposed, by a spark falling upon some linen upon a 
clothes-horse. . 

December 22. — A very alarming fire took place in the mansion 
of Charles John Brandling, esq., at Gosforth, exactly at the mo- 
ment of the family sitting down to dinner, which was occasioned 
by the careless manner of joiners, in the erection of buildings, 
driving wooden plugs into the walls of the chimneys, for the purpose 
of fixing their joiner-work. In this case, the wooden plugs, to 
which the joiner-work of the elegant saloon was fixed, took fire, 
from the heated chimney of the library. However, the devouring 
element was happily discovered in time, and fortunately extin- 
guished by the active exertions of the family and domestics, before 
that any considerable damage was sustained. Had it happened 
during the night, the consequences might have been dreadful. 

December 24« — ^Being Christmas eve, the clock which graces the 
tower of Durham cathedral first began to chime the quarters. It 
is the workmanship of the late ingenious Mr. John Bolton, and is 
put in motion by a clock which stands upon the ground floor, at a 
distance of above 300 feet This last, which was placed there by 
Dean Hunt and the chapter, in the year 1652, is a very elegant and 
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curious piece of mechanism. It exhibits a view of the planets and 
their motions, and shews the variations of the moon ; it points out 
the day of the month, and the moon's age, with several other cu- 
rious exhibitions. 

1808. — This year, nearly the whole of the old castle of Ravens- 
worth, Durham, was taken down, and the present splendid man- 
sion was begun, on a beautiful Gothic plim furnished by Nash. 
The castle has three fronts, north, south, and west ; the eastern 
side is closed in by offices in which are incorporated two of the old 
towers. Near Ravensworth castle is a stone column, evidently the 
shaft of a cross, concerning which there is a tradition, that it was 
one of the crosses erected to hold markets at, during the great 
plague at Newcastle, in 1636 ; the produce of the country at that 
time, not being allowed to be exposed for sale at a less distance 
than three miles from the town. See 1636, vol. t. page 89. 

A school on the Madras system was this year established at- 
Wearmouth, under the personal direction of Dr. Bell, and a neat 
school-house, with two separate rooms for the boys and girls, was 
built by subscription, opposite to the west end of tne church. The 
whole expense amounted to about £500. 

About this time, the remains of a fine sudatory were discovered 
at Whitley Castle, at its north-east comer, out of which issued a 
clear and plentiful spring. In September, 1810, many of the pil- 
lars of the hypocaustum were standing, covered with large thin 
slabs of freestone, and a strong calcareous cement. 

This year, in breaking up a freestone quarry, near Bamborough, 
where the ground seemingly had never been opened before, a vast 
quantity of the horns of deer (supposed to be red) were found 
buried full four feet under a solid body of earth. Most of them, 
when exposed to the air, mouldered and fell in pieces, except two, 
which were in high preservation. They were each about three 
feet long, and all their ramifications auite entire. They were care- 
fully suspended in Bamborough Castle as curiosities. In digging 
them up, it appeared that whole carcases had been entombed 
there, for the skulls of some of them were not severed from the 
horns, and even an offensive smell arose from the soil in which they 
were buried. 

This year, some workmen employed in lowering the foot-path, 
near the north-west porch of Monkwearmouth church, discovered 
the effigy of a Benedictine monk in his full habit, the hands clasped 
on the breast. The figure was placed in the chancel of the church. 

This year, died, at Berwick, John Chisholm, aged 74 years. He 
had served under General Wolfe at Quebec, and was reckoned 
one of the best swordsmen in the army. On his retirement from 
the army, he became a Chelsea pensioner. It was believed that 
he was heir-at-law to a large property. Though, like Dancer and 
Elwes, he was continually employed in picking up pieces of rope, 
stick, &c. in the streets, upwards of 500 guineas in gold were 
found secreted in various parts of his house. 

Robert Sanderson, who also served under General Wolfe, died 

\0h* II. 6 
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at Ford, in Northumberland, August 7th, 1807^ aged 85 years. 
As Chisholm was a good swordsman, so Sanderson was famous as 
a marksman, and he is generally understood to have been the man 
who shot the French commander. General Montcalm* He was or- 
derly sergeant to Wolfe, and is the num represented in the print of 
the death of Wolfe, as supporting the general after he received his 
death wound. At page 226, voL i., in a note, he is, by mistake^ 
said to be ordinary surgeon. 

1809 (Ffh. 10^. — As some workmen were digging the founda* 
tion of a new waggon-way through the estate of John Stafford, esq* 
of White-house, near Newcastle, an inunense quantity of very va- 
luable and ancient coins of gold, silver, and copper were discovered* 
February 26. — A very elegant chapel, in Chapter-row, SouA 
Shields, for the Wesleyan Methodists, was opened by the Rev. Mr* 
Isaac, who preached to a crowded audience. The chapel was built 
by subscription. 

March 8. — Died, at Washington Wood, Sarah Hudson, aged 101 
years. 

In the spring of this year, died, and was buried at BeUingham, 
in Northumberland, Edward Coulson, an eccentric character. He 
was the son of John and Susannah Coulson, of Haydon-bridge, and 
born April 28th, 1754. His father was a joiner and wheelwright, 
he also cleaned clocks and watches ; his mother was une sagefemme. 
The old man himself seems to have had his eccentricities. On cme 
occasion, having made a coffin which did not please the party who 
ordered it, — << Never mind,*' said John; << it's not fine enough for 
him, but it will do for me." He kept it the remainder of his life> 
and it served the purpose for which it was reserved. Edward's 
infancy is said to have been marked by an extreme slowness in 
learning to speak, so that, till five years' old, his plavfellows called 
him dummy. He learned his father's art, and could work well as 
a turner, making racks, reels, and spinning-wheels. When arrived 
at maturity, he was about five feet ten inches in height, of fairish 
complexion, very bony, and surprisingly strong ; but his chief pe- 
culiarity was extreme swiftness. He had a brother, William, who 
was an excellent runner, and is said to have lost his life by pursuing 
a beast which had broke loose, and in following which he swam 
across a river. Ned ran much about the country cleaning clocks ; 
he was also a glazier, and travelled chiefiy by night, dragging a 
small cart after him. This rendered him a very peculiar object on 
the road ; it was a small two-wheeled cart, with two shafts, like 
an ass cart, in which he carried his work-tools, materials, victuals, 
and such things as he picked up about the country. He was a 
fiddler, not perhaps remarkable as a good one, but he could boast 
of an attainment which is much less common — he could perform 
whilst he ran alon^ the road, and even with the instrument behind 
his back. He could easily run before a post-chaise, and has oflen 
alarmed travellers by passing tliem, then hiding himself, repassing, 
and at length biddms them good night. He had a method, by 
putting his finger in nis mouth, of producing a sound somewhat 
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resembling the report of a pistol, and this he mischievously employed 
to intimidate travellers. He often travelled to great distances from 
home, as to Jedburgh, and other parts beyond the Scottish border. 
One of his feats which attracted notice, was his going to Stanhope- 
in-Weardale, on an express errand, one winter, when the state of the 
roads, owing to an extraordinary storm, was such as to render them 
almost impassable. His courage seems to have been equal to his 
strength and swiftness : it is stated that he went to a lonely church at 
midnight, and rung the bell ; but he gave better proof of his fearless- 
ness, by walking along the parapet of the bridge at Haydon-bridge, 
with two pecks of corn on his back, which he was often seen to do. 
Having been out on one of his excursions, at the period when this 
bridge was in part taken away by a flood, he could not, on his re- 
turn, get across with his cart ; some workmen, however, managed 
to drag it over, whilst he made his wa^ through the water alone. 
This is believed to have caused his aeath ; he got a cold which 
fixed on his lungs. Feeling his end approaching, he desired to be 
removed to the residence of a person of his own family name, who 
lived up North T3me ; here he soon died, not surviving his removal 
more than a few weeks. He was never married ; in his dress he 
affected a shabby gentility, wearing ruffles at his breast; he carried 
a staff of a pecu&ar sort, a thick twisted stick, which was his con<- 
stant companion. Ned had his antipathies as well as preposses- 
sions ; he entertained a particular aversion to swine, and abhorred 
their flesh, professedly in observance of the Jewish law. His resi- 
dence was near that part of Haydon-bridge <^led the Broad-stone, 
one of the cottages on the right hand, on entering the town from 
the east. 

1809 f April 16 J. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mr. John Pattison, 
aged 104 years. He enjoyed all his fiiculties till within a few days of 
his death, particularly his eye-^ight, as he could read the smallest 
print without glasses. 

May 11. — Being Ascension-day, a terrible accident happened 
as the barges passed up the river, on board of the Hartford, lying 
at Newcastle quay. Thomas Heron, the mate, having fired a gun 
in salute, was reloading it without spunging, when the charge took 
fire, and blew him overboard into the river. A finger was lefl on 
board, and, from the circumstance of his hat being much cut, it 
was supposed that his head had been blown off. 

May 15. — The inhabitants of Alnwick and its vicinity were gra- 
tified by the completion of an undertaking hitherto unattempted in 
that quarter, viz. the delivering of coals at Alnwick, from Shilbotde 
coUiery, by waggons conveyed along a metal rail-road. 

May 17.-— The opening of the waggon-way from Bcwicke main 
to the river Tjne took place, on which occasion every road leading 
to it was crowded with passengers at an early hour, and before 
eleven o'clock, about 10,000 people were assembled. About this 
time, four waggons of small coals were brought up the first plane 
by the steam-engine, to the great admiration of the spectators; 
but owing to some little difiiculties which often occur in new 
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machinery, the four waggons of best coals, intended for the Tyne, did 
not start till a much later hour. As soon as the waggons readied the 
summit of the second and highest plane, up whicn they went with 
surprising velocity and regularity, the British fla^ was hoisted at 
Ay ton cottage, and announced by a discharge of six pieces of can- 
non, which were answered by an equal number from the Ann and 
Isabella, his majesty's armed ship on the Tyne, and from Deptfcnd- 
house, die residence of Mr. Cooke. Immediately on the waggons 
reaching the first plane, about 400 gentlemen sat down to dinner, 
in a tent fitted up for the occasion. An excellent mUitarj band 
attended. In the evening, in order to prove the excellence of the 
level railway, six men, without horses, took with the greatest ease 
four laden waggons, with each ten men on the top, from Avton 
cottage to the Tyne ; and the first coals being put on boara the 
Ann and Isabella, the same was announced by discharges of artil- 
lery as before. 

1809. — In the spring of this year, as some workmen were level- 
ling a piece of ground on an allotment of Aydon Common, in 
Northumberland, belonging to Mr. Bulman of Newcastle, they 
found an urn with the mouth downwards, which would hold aboat 
four gallons, having a smaller one within it, with the mouth alio 
downwards, and which contained a quantity of small bones, which 
crumbled to pieces on being removed. 

May 30. — The Society of Arts presented to Mr. Luke Clennel], 
a native of Morpeth, and who had been a pupil to Mr. Thomas 
Bewick, of Newcastle, a medal for an engraving on wood of the 
Highland Society's diploma. May 27tli, 1806, Mr. Clennell was 
presented by the same society with the gold pallet, for an engrav- 
ing on wood of a battle.* 

June 9. — The drying-house of Mrs. Cook at Athelstone Abbey 
paper-mill, near Barnardcastle, was discovered to be on fire. She and 
her two daughters, in endeavouring to remove what paper possibly 
could be saved, were soon enveloped in flames, The neighbouring 
farmers, after the alarm was given, were obliged to break in the 
shutters, and witli much difficulty got them out of the place from 
the top windows. Mrs. Cook was carried down apparently lifeless, 
and expired the next day ; the eldest daughter leaped out of one 
of the windows, but so much burnt that her life was despaired of; 
the other was carried down in the same manner as her mother, 
nearly sufibcated. 

July 31. — A grand masonic procession took place from the 
Granby lodge-room, in Old Elvet, Durham, at half past eleven 
o*clock in the forenoon, for the purpose of laying the foundation 
stone of the county courts, new gaol, &c., in that city. It was 
performed by Sir if. V. Tempest, bart, P. G. M. pro tern, assisted 
by R. J. Lambton, P. G. M., and the officers and brethren of the 
provincial grand lodge of the county, in presence of the lord bishop 

* The wood cut of the Life Boat at page 352, vol i., is the worir 
great artist 
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of Durham, the magistrates* clergy, and gentry of the county, and 
the corporation of the city. When the masonic procession were 
in the street, they were honoured with a salute from Colonel 
Shipperdson and the Durham volunteers, who were drawn out to 
join them ; and the bishop of Durham, magistrates, &c., joined in 
the procession soon after. When the front of the procession ar- 
rived at the ground, the volunteers filed off, and formed three sides 
of a square to keep the ground. When the grand master arrived 
in the trench, he, with the provincial officers, formed on three sides 
of the stone, and the bishop, magistrates, &c., at a little distance 
on the fourth side. The bishop then deposited gold, silver, and 
copper coins of the reign of King George III., in a chamber in the 
stone, which was covered by a plate, with a suitable inscription. 
The masonic ceremony of laying the stone having been gone 
through, the volunteers saluted, the band playing ** God save the 
King. * The procession then proceeded to the Assembly Rooms, 
in the Bailey, where the bishop tdok his leave, and the company 
sat down to an excellent dinner. "Pie county courts were opened 
August 14th, 1811. The prisoneclB were not removed from the. 
old gaol and house of correction till August 4th, 1819. 

1809 (August I J. — A violent thunder storm, accompanied with 
rain and hail, took place at Alnwick ; the electric fluid entered the 
house of Major Castles^ d^^d shivered a bed-stead to pieces, tore 
the wall in several places, and completely demolished the belU 
wires ; a servant maid was in the bedroom, but escaped unhurt ; it 
lefl such a sulphureous smell in the house that they could scarcely 
breathe in it ror some time. 

August 3. — An awful storm of thunder, lightning, and hail ^ssed 
over Newcastle. The lightning entered the house of Mr. David 
Sutton, in Prince's-street, and did very great damage. It first 
struck the chimney, which it threw down, partly into the street, 
and partlv into the house. It then followed the direction of the 
chimney mto the sitting parlour, in which eight persons were at 
tea, brmging down a quantity of bricks and soot along with it, 
dashed over the urn and broke the cups, but fortunately injured no 
person ; it shivered the book-case, seized the bell-wires, which it 
melted all over the house, following them from room to room in an 
upward direction ; it tore the stair case up in its passage, broke the 
glass of the clock, and stopped it, and split three bed-poles to 
pieces, fusing some of the iron work, and finally passed out at the 
roof. In the different rooms, twenty-eight squares of glass were 
broken and forced outwards, and in one of the rooms, Mr. Sutton 
had a most providential escape, being there with the intention of 
shutting a window at the time it was struck. The lightning appear- 
ed in the parlour like a globe of fire ; which afterwards divided 
into small globules that biu'st like a rocket The oxydation of the 
bell wires produced an effect beautiful beyond description. The 
door jamb of an adjoining house was torn off. The lightning also 
struck down a chimney, and entered the roof of Mr. Edward 
Humble'^ (bookseller) dwellinff-house, near the Forth, and at the 
same instant shattered one of die pillars of the firont door, com- 
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municating with and destrojring all the wires of the bells in the 
first and second storiesy shattered the stock of a ^n in the kitchen, 
also the window shutters of three rooms, singeing the paper, and 
tossing about the lime from the tops of the windows where the bell^ 
wires communicated ; then burst out of the back stair-case window 
with a dreadful explosion, similar to the discharge of a cannon, and 
filling the rooms with a black sulphureous smoke. None of the 
jfiunily were materially hurt ; Mrs. Humble was deprived finr a few 
minutes of her hearing, and experienced a numbness in one arm ; 
one of the maid-servants was slightly scorched in one. The light- 
nii^ set a bark mill near St. Andrew's church on fire, but fbrtn* 
nately it was extinguished without much damage, except to the 
wancu and one beam. Mrs. Hawks' house, near Jesmond, was 
struck, and the works o£ a gold watch, which was hanging up in 
one of the rooms, were melted, and considerable damage was done 
to the walls, pictures, &c. The lightning struck the house of Mr. P. 
Dale, of Walker, near Newcastle, threw down the chimney and a 
great number of tiles, broke seventeen squares of glass, tore off the 
window shutters, and dashed them against the garden pales, bcb^ 
tered the plaster about the house, and filled the rooms with a sul- 
phureous smoke, but did not injure any of the family. A horse was 
Killed by it at Coxlodge. The hailstones, or rather pieces of ice, 
were very large, and ^11 in great abundance. 

1809 (Aug, \2)4 — One of the heaviest showers of rain ettt 
remembered fell in Newcastle, and its neighbourhood. It con- 
tinued with little intermission for the space of six hours, witk 
such violence, that eveiy brook and rivulet were swelled to a 
most alarming height. The small stream of water, which runs 
through Pandon, in that town, overflowed its banks, and inun- 
dated most of the houses in New Pandon-street and the Slock 
Bridge, to the depth of three to fi^ur fiset of water. A bov, named 
Greorge Innis, about five 3rear8 old, son of George Innis, smith, 
Pandon-gftte, had a most miraculous escape. Whilst amusing him- 
self along with several other children, with wading in the water 
near the mustard-mill, at the foot of Pandon Dean, he ventured too 
much into the stream, and was swept away, by the impetuosity of 
the current. Near the place firom whence he was taken away, 
the water enters an inclosed conduit, through which he was car- 
ried for the space of three hundred yards, and precipitated with 
great fury down a fall of sixteen feet in the midst ot its course. 
At the extremity of the conduit, he was most providentially per- 
ceived by a man, who, at the imminent hazard of his own life, 
sprang into the water, and succeeded in rescuing him from his 
perilous situation ; and such was the rapidity of the current, that it 
was with great difficulty the man was himself prevented from being 
borne away by it. The boy, when first taken out, exhibited very 
little appearance of animation, but in a short time he came to him- 
self^ having received only some bruises. At four o'clock the same 
aflemoon, a short but severe thunder storm passed over that towm 
A man of the name of Henderson, of Angerton Moor, who had 
tun for shelter into a shed at the Cowgate on ^e town-moor,^ was, 
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together with four horses, struck dead ,)>y the lightnbig. It was 
somewhat remarkable, that the hat of the-<iecea8ed was torn fromr 
his head, and forced upwards with such fixry, as to be closely 
jambed in the crevice of two boards which Were placed imme- 
diately oyer the place where he had been standipg. Another 
man and a boy, and two other horses, in the same place at the 
time, were also struck down, but afterwards recovered. Several 
cows and horses at the fair, at that time holding on the Cowhil^ 
were scorched by the lightning. A man named Liddell, serVin^ 
to Mr. Freeman, miller, near West Jesmond, in endeavouring tl^ 
cross the Ouseburn, near that place, with a horse, was unfortu- 
nately drowned ; the horse was saved. 

1809 CAug. 16 J. — Lord Barnard, the eldest son of the earl of Dar- 
lington, attained the age of 21 years, upon which occasion, a plenti- 
ful dinner was provided at Raby castle, for his lordship's tenantry. 
The park guns were fired at one o'clock, and a ball was given to 
the tenants wives and daughters in the evening. An ox was roasted 
whole at Darlington, and distributed with plenty of bread and ale 
to the populace ; another was roasted and distributed in like manner 
at Piersebridge ; a third at Staindrop ; a fourth at Cockfield ; a fifth 
at Bamardcastle, and a sixth at Middleton-in-Teesdale, at all of 
which places, there were great rejoicings. 

August 19. — John Boyd was executed at Morpeth, pursuant 
to his sentence, for a forgery on the Durham Bank. He was taken 
to the place of execution in a chaise ; and being a Roman Catholic, 
was attended by the Rev. Mr. Lawson. He was handsomely 
dressed in a suit of black, with black silk stockings, in which attire, 
at his own request, he was deposited in the earth. This unfor- 
tunate young man, who was only twenty-four years of age, had 
very respectable connexions in Ireland, but had assumed a fidse 
name, that this history of his guilt might never reach the know^ 
ledge of his friends and relatives. 

September 14.— An explosion took place in KiUingworth col- 
liery, by which unfortunate occurrence twelve human beings lost 
their lives. 

October 8. — ^In the evening, two daughters of Mr. John Storey, 
of Cambo, near Bljrth, one aged 22, and the other 11 years, were 
unfortunately drowned. The father had been fishing at sea for 
his amusement, and returned in the evening ; the eldest daughter 
went to assist in securing the boat, the younger remained at a dis- 
tance with a light, which, suddenly disappearing, the elder went 
to ascertain the cause ; but the imhappy &ther beheld them no 
more alive. It was supposed that they had got on a quicksand at 
the edge of the river, and then fell Jn. October 25th, tne unhappr 
parent, in a fit of despondency for the loss of his daughters, termi- 
nated his life by throwing himself into the river with a large stone 
tied about his waist. He left a widow and six children, the 
youngest at the breast. 

October 17— Mr. Sinton, of the Shield-field mill, near New- 
castle, having .stopped the mill and ascended the wanda to adjust 
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at the Red Lion itin. In the evening, there wdg a ball at the As- 
sembly-room ; tliere was also a ball and supper at the Town-hall 
(which, with the spire, was illuminated), given by Colonel Allan, 
both of which were numerously attended. The evening's amuae- 
ments out of doors concluded with fire-works. 

Every town, and many of the villages within the counties of 
Durham and Northumberland, evinced their joy and gratitude at 
their beloved monarch's lengthened years. 

1809 (Nov. 22). — Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, in the 
Manor-chare, Newcastle, Mary Huntley, aged 102 years. 

This year, died at Wingate Grange, in the county of Durham, 
Mr. T. Watson, aged 106 years. 

An act was this year passed for constituting Gateshead Fell a 
separate rectory, and one acre ^ ground was ordered to be allotted 
to the rector of Gateshead, for the site of a church and ehurch- 
yard, leaving, however, the whole of the original parish still united 
as to the joint maintenance of the poor. The foundation stone of 
a new church on Gateshead Fell was laid May 13th, 1824, wkidk 
see. 

An act was also obtained this year for paving, watching, lightii^ 
and cleansing the town of Sunderland ; for removing &e market, 
for building a town-hall or market-house, and otherwise improvii^ 
the said town, and for establishing a watch on the river Wear. 

The Moot-hall, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, where the <M»ftiHegy 
&C.9 for the county of Northumberland were held, was pulled down* 

A buoy, stationed about two miles to the north-east of Ba m * 
borough-castle, in Northumberland, was, in the winter of this Year, 
carried away in a violent storm, and found, together with a lai^ga 
piece of metal, which served as an anchor, on the sand near Nova« 
Scotia. 

On opening a gap in a wall near Bamborouch, for the passage of 
carts, a toad, which had been incarcerated m the centre of the 
wall, was found alive and set at liberty. A mason, named Geoine 
Wilson, when building this wall sixteen years before, had wantomy 
immured the animal in a close cavity formed of Lime and alUrnQf 
just sufficient to contain it, and which he [Mastered so closely aa 
seemingly to prevent the admission of air. When discovered, i| 
seemed at first, as must naturaUy be supposed, in a very torpid state ; 
but it soon recovered animation and activity ; and as if sensible of 
the blessings of freedom, made its way to a collection of stqne% 
and disappeared* 

1809. — I1iis year and the following, Collingwood-street, in New- 
castle (called after the gallant admiral), was formed, and the houaea 
which stood near the north porch of St. Nicholas' church, were 
pulled down, by which a large area, called St. Nicholas' Square, ia 
formed in front of that elegant structure. An equestrian statue, or 
a column, in memory of a monarch, or an illustrious townsman, 
erected in the centre of this square, would be highly omamenta). 

1810 (Jan. 10 J. — Died, at Alnham, in Northumberland, John 
Rutherford, aged 100 years. He had formerly been a shepherd. 
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1810 (Jan. 16^.— Died, within the rules of the King's Bench pri- 
son, London, and was buried on the 23d in the vault of St. George's 
church, in the Borough, Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, esq. 
This lx\^ fortune hunter, then Mr. Stoney, came to Newcastle, an 
ensign in the 4th regiment of foot, where he had the address to 
marry Miss Newton,* only chUd of William Newton, of Bumo«- 
field, in the county of Durham, esq., with a very large fortune. In 
1770, Ensign Stoney, succeeded Mr. Forrest, (promoted to a cap- 
taincy) as lieutenant in the 4th regiment of foot.+ After the re- 
giment was disbanded, Mr. Stoney retired on half-pay to the seat 
qf his wife's ancestors. His wife, after suffering much cruel treat- 
ment, died leaving no issue. In 1777, he married the countess of 
Strathmore, a most accomplished young widow, whose lord had 
died at Lisbon, leaving her in the possession of immense property. 
In consequence of this marriage, he assumed the name of Bowes. 
On the death of Sir Walter Blackett, this year, he stood a contest 
for Newcastle, against Sir John Trevelyan, bart., but was unsuc- 
cessful. In 1780, he served the office of high sheriff of Northum- 
berland, and in the month of September the same year, was chosen 
a representative in parliament for Newcastle. In 1785, the count- 
ess obtained a divorce against her husband for cruelty, and in 1787, 
articles of peace were again exhibited against him, in consequence 
of which, he was finally sentenced to pay a fine of £300. to his 
majesty, to be confined in the kine's bench prison for three years, 
and at the expiration thereof, to find secunty for fourteen years, 
himself in £10,000. and two sureties in £5,000. each. The countess 
wrote a very bitter, but just epitaph, which she sent to Bowes dur- 
mg his confinement. In 1790, a sentence of excommunication, 
decreed by the high court of delegates, against A. R. S. Bowes, 
esq., for contumacy and not having paid the expenses of the said 
court, amounting to £553. Ss. 6d.; in a cause instituted by Mary 
Eleanor Bowes, his wife, was read in the parish church of St. 
Nicholas, in Newcastle. Bowes was a compound of baseness and 
hypocrisy, and his acts (even when in prison) were of the blackest 
dye. To sum up his character in the words of his biographer, ** he 
was a villain to the back-bone !" A portrait of Bowes is prefixed 
to the memoirs of his life, written by Jesse Footc, his surgeon and 
friend. The countess of Strathmore died April 28th, 1800. See 
vol, t. poffes 229 and 270. 

January 20. — Died, at the Forest Bum, Rothbury, Matthew 
Hall, aged 107 years, 

January 30. — Died in the coimty poor-house, in Gallow-gate. 
Newcastle, Manr Walker, widow, aged 102 years. 

Ffhruary, — Previous to diggmg the foundation for the county 

* November 5th, 1768, was married at St Andrew's church, in New- 
castle, by the Rev. Mr. Nathaniel Ellison, Andrew Robinson Stoney, esq., 
an ensign in the 4th regiment (Brudenell^s), to Miss Newton, .of Westgate- 
street, an heiress with a fortune of i,'20,000.-»iVhraij//!r Ctmrani and Nev- 
casik Journal oftMt date. 

f Nntcttttk Chronkic, January 27th, 1770. 
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courts, in Newcastle, it was necessary to remove an enonnona 
mound, surrounded by the Moot-hall on the north ^then remored^ 
and by what was called the half-moon battery, on tne south. This 
vast accumulation of ashes, &c. was about thirty-two feet h^i, 
above one hundred feet in length, and of great breadth. The be-. 
ginning of this month, on digging the foundation after its removaly 
several antiquities were discovered, which proved this to have been 
the site of a Roman station. When at the depth of five feet firom 
the surftbce, a well of Roman masonry was discovered near the e4ge 
of the bank. It is near the centre of the present buildioff. To 
raise it to the desired level, a very strong wall in the form of a tra- 
pezium, and inclosing about ten square yards, had been constructed 
on frame work, of bemns of oak, fixed perpendicularly and boriBOii- 
tally in the river bank, and filled up withm and without with deen 
blue day. The beams of oak were remarkably fresh, and near the 
bottom of two of them, that were placed perpendicularly, alaga* 
horns of great size and thickness were found* Between tne fieicti- 
tious and original bank was a thick layer of ferns, grasses, bramUeit 
and twigs of birch and oak, firmly matted together. Near the 
north-east comer of the court-house were found two Roman altarsy 
one bearing an illegible inscription, the other plain. Tliere were 
also ]arg^ quantities of Roman pottery, two copper coins of Anto- 
ninus Hus, and a part of the shaft of a Corinthian pillar, ridily 
fluted, and of excellent workmanship. Near the altars there were 
found a small axe, a concave stone, bearing marks of fire, aplU 
and with thin flakes of lead in the fissures, also fragmenta of 
millstones and foundations of walls, firm and impenetrable as Ae 
hardest rock. At the bottom of the well were found two budoets 
with their iron chains. 

1810^Fe&. 6^« — ^Died, at Bamardcastle, Margaret Gowland* 
aged 105 years* 

Februarjf 22.— About two o'dock on the morning, a most tre- 
mendous fire broke out in the steam com and paper mill, on the 
premises of Mr. Harrison, baker, Gateshead. A few minutes after 
the first discovery of the calamity, the whole of the mill was com- 
pletely in flames, and the fire had communicated to the adjoinioff 
dwelhng house of Mr. Harrison, where it spread itself witn mmi 
rapidity, that the family had scarce time to save their lives ; hap« 
pily, however, they all escaped unhurt, but of the furniture an4 
other efiects of the house, not any part was preserved, nor even a 
single artide of wearing apparel. On the first alarm, the fire-bdl 
was nmg, and the fire-engines hastened to the spot, but before 
they could be of any use, uie dwelline-house of Mr. Harrison was 
completely levelled with the ground; and the adjoining one 
occupied by Mr. Anderson, grocer, in such a state o£ con&i- 
gration, that it was utterly impossible to prevent it sharing the 
same fate. The fir^ was, however, prevented from spreading fiur- 
ther on that side, and the exertions of the firemen were happily 
attended with such success, that the dwelling-house adjoining to 
Mr. Harrison on the other side, and tenanted by Mr. John Mar- 
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shaU^ printer, was preserved from destruction, and the fire which 
had communicated to it extinguished. The whole was got under 
about nine o'clock. Mr. Anderson lost the whole of his furniture, 
clothes, &c. and nearly the contents of his shop. Mr. Marshall also 
^ sustained a considerable loss by the hasty removal of his stock, 
the premises being contiguous to the river, made the illumination 
awfully grand from Newcastle. There was a very liberal subscrip- 
tion for the sufferers. 

1810 (FA. 21), — A grand masonic procession took place at 
Berwick, on the occasion of la3ring the foundation stone of a new 
pier for that harbour ; the day was ushered in bv the ringing of 
bells, &C. The different lodges of freemasons ttom the neijgh- 
bouring towns joining that of Berwick, assembled on the morning, 
at the town-hall, along with the mittistrates, commissioners, and a 
number of respectable inhabitants, mm thence they walked to the 
church in due order, where an excellent sermon was preached on 
the occasion by the Rev.. J. Barnes, vicar of Berwick. After ser- 
vice, they proceeded (attended by the band, and a guard of the 
For^shire militia, then lying there), to lay the foundation stone. 
After the Rev. William Johnstone, of Spital, chaplain to the lodge 
of St. George, had delivered a short prayer, th^ stone in whidi 
was deposited a bottle, containing all we different coins of George 
III. with several medals, and two plates, with suitable inscriptions 
on them, was laid down amidst uie acclamations of an immense 
concourse of people. When the ceremony, which was honoured 
by a roval salute from the cannon on the ramparts, followed by the 
ships of the harbour, who displayed their flags on the occasion, was 
over, the procession returned to the town-hall, where the lodge of 
St. Georee dined ; the other lodges dined at their respective rooms, 
and the wr concluded with the greatest harmony. 

March 7. — Died off Minorca, on board the Ville de Paris, the 
day after his departure for England, vice-admiral Lord Colling- 
wood, bom at Newcastle in the year 1750. He was the friend and 
confidant of Lord Nelson, and alter the fall of that gallant admiral 
at the battle off Cape Trafalgar, Admiral Collingwood completed 
the victory in the most gallant style, for which conduct November 
24th, 1805, the freedom of the city of London and a sword of 200 
guineas value were voted to him. November 2lst the same year, 
the common council of Newcastle, voted him a piece of plate value 
150 guineas, and the master and brethren of the Trinity-house, 
presented him with the freedom of that corporation in a gold4x)x. 
The Newcastle Armed Associated Volunteer Infantry voted him 
a piece of plate, value 125 guineas, for his meritorious conduct on 
the same occasion. It was made in London, and was an elegant 
silver enchased tureen, containing his lordship's arms, with other 
emblematical devices, and an appropriate inscription. May 11th, 
his lordship's remains were interred in St. Paul's cathedral. August 
6th, 1812, a fine whole length portrait of his lordship which had 
been voted by the Newcastle Volunteers, to be placed in the Guild- 
hall of that towui was, after an d^;aat speech, presented by 
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Ueutenant colonel Clennell, at the head of the regiment, to the mayor 
and other members of the corporation. The regiment then iired 
three voHies, and the guns on the casde fired a salute. The por- 
trait is painted by Lonsdale in his best manner. In 1821, a ceno- 
taph by Rossi, to the memory of Lord Collingwood, was placed in 
the nave of St. Nicholas* church, Newcastle. It is a marble bust 
of his lordship, placed upon a pedestal, whereon is recorded his 
various achievements. An engraved portrait is prefixed to his me- 
moirs. Lady Collingwood died September 16th, 1819. 

1810 (March 15 J. — A self-acting plane of a wonderful construc- 
tion, was put in motion, for the purpose of conveying coals from 
Bewicke-main colliery, to the Tyne. It was constructed and ex- 
ecuted under the direction of Samuel Cooke, esq., of Ayton-house, 
one of the owners of the colliery. The length of the rope on this 
plane was 1,600 yards, and it was made to convev fifty chaldron 
waggons of coals, at the astonishing speed of ten miles in one hour. 

Menrch IQ^ — Died, at Lamesley, in the county of Durham, Mrs. 
Marv Potter, aged 100 years. 

This month, as the workmen were digging to the common sewer, 
for a house in Collingwood-street, Newcastle, then buildinj^ for the 
late Mr. John Amett, taUow-chandler, they discovered a fine frag- 
ment of the Roman wall, built by the Emperor Severus, upwards 
of 1,600 years before. In the wall was found a stone hollowed out 
like a mortar, and containing some bones and ashes or red earth. 
This hollow stone was inverted upon a thin stone and formed part 
of the face of the wall. 

April I4 — ^About one o'clock on the morning, several Cullercoats 
fishermen, launched their boats and went to sea, it being smoother 
than it had been for many days. They got off and examined their 
great lines, where they had left them some time previously. Whilst 
they were thus employed, a heavy storm arose. The alarming si- 
tuation of the boats was seen from Hartley. The Bly th life boat 
was sent for, and promptly obtained, accompanied by numbers of 
people. The wind, about three o'clock in the afternoon, blew 
strong from £. S. £., and the sea very high. The boat being man- 
ned, men pulled through the breakers, soon reached the fishing 
oobles, and after taking out the men and much of their gear, the 
majority unfortunately agreed to land near Bates's Isle, instead of 
maiung for Blyth or Shields harbours, the former of which they 
could have reached in an hour. In returning and nearing the mar- 
gin of the tempestuous main, one high and ridgy wave broke into 
Uie boat, killed or dreadfully maimed the steersman and two or 
three others, stove the boat almost to pieces, yet she still fioated, 
ber gunwales even with the brdcen water. Another heavy wave 
following when she was near the land and under no command, she 
struck the ground splitting nearly in two, the cork fioated out, and 
the fragments were entirely dispersed. Only two men out of twen- 
ty-seven, escaped to land ; one a Swede and the other a seaman 
named Thomas Lilly, belonging to Hartley. During the whole of 
this heart-rending scene, the shore was lined with near two 
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thousand people. Among the sufferers were a &ther and four sons^ 
named Armstrong ; several left widows and large fiunilies. A very 
liberal subscription was raised in the neighbouring towns for the 
distressed families. 

1810 (^4prt7 Id;.— Died> at Chester-le-street, aged 79» Sir Thomas 
Conyersy Imrt. He inherited of this once illustrious fimuly, nothing 
but the title> which expired with him. Such is the mutability €£ 
human affairs, that this man, whose ancestors were lords of Horden, 
and inheritors of extensive lands, actually broke stones upon the 
turnpike I and was in the poor-house at Chester-le-street, until by 
the generous charity of the late bishop (Barrington) of Durham^ 
and other gentlemen of the county, his latter days were made com- 
fortable. There is a small engraved portrait of Sir Tliomas Conyers. 

JiprU 23.— This being the day appointed by Simon Temple, esq.» 
for opening his new coUiery, at South Shields, the morning was 
ushered in by the ringing of bells, &c &C Eight waggons being 
loaded with the coals, were about one o'clock drawn by one horse 
from the pit to the staith, preceded by the band of the East Yoric 
militia, and followed by Mr. Temple, and a long procession of his 
friends, and two associations of shipwrights under their banners. 
Seven of the waggons in succession, were let down by a new in- 
clined plane to the deck of the ship Maida, belonging to Mr. Tem- 
ple, which was decorated with colours. The dehvery of each was 
succeeded by a general discharge of cannon, and three times thret 
cheers from the surrounding multitude. The eighth waggon wa» 
iHven to the j&milies of the unfortunate men belonging to South 
Shields, who were prisoners in France. The company then pro- 
ceeded to Hylton castle, where one hundred and nfly gentlemen 
sat down to dinner. The high sheriff of Northumberland, the 
mayor of Newcastle, several of tlie chapter of Durham, and most of 
the m^istrates of the district, were at the table. At eight o'clock 
the ball commenced. At one o'clock, near four hundred ladie^fndt ^ 
gentlemen sat down to supper ; afler which dancing recommenced 
and continued till near six, when all retired highly pleased with tibe 
entertainment and respectiful attention paid to them. 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Mrs. Douglas, in the 101st year 
of her age. 

Matf 1.— The lighthouses at North Shields, afler being rebuilt . 
were first lighted, and the tide flag hoisted. 

May 9« — The foundation stone of a wall to form a new street 
between Newgate-street and Gallowgate, Newcastle, was laid by 
Sir Cuthbert Heron, bart^ under which he deposited silver and 
copper coins of his majesty George UI. This street was afterwards 
called Heron-street. In 1824, this street was much improved by 
pulling down an ^Id house which stood across it. 

ilfay 21. — A tnost tremendous storm of thunder and lightnins 
visited Felton and the neighbourhood. The electric fluid entered 
the house of Mr. William Cowens, flurmer, at East Thirston, it shi- 
vered to pieces a press-bed standing in the kitchen, and ran along 
and melted the bell-wires attached to three rooms ; in the parlour 
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a closet door was split. At this monient Mr. Cowens came io from 
the field, and hia dog, which was close behind him, was lulled on 
the spot. There was a loaded gun standing in the passage, which 
exploded soon aAer. When the alarm had a little subsided, it was 
discovered that the rooms on the second floor were on firei and it 
was supposed that the lightning, which had been attracted by the 
curtain rods, had set fire to the window curtains and bed-hangmgs. 
The flames were, however, soon exdnguished. A great number of 
squares of glass in the wmdows were broken, and the roof of the 
house was penetrated in several places, but no person sustained any 

1810 (May ZiJ. — The foundation of a new bridge was laid at 
Thropton, near Rothbury. On this occasion, the Coquetdale ran- 
gers, and Percy tenantrr paraded. The Rev. Dr. Watson laid the 
first stone, and delivered an appropriate prayer ; as each stone was 
laid, the volunteers fired a voQey. The ceremony being finished, 
the procession returned to Thropton, where a large party sat down 
to dinner, and spent the day in the greatest harmony. 



Sfaif 29. — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to the 
late Mr. Isaac Jopling, senior, of Gateshead, for penetrating into 
the remotest comers of the North Highlands, discovering variety 
of marbles, working the quarries, and brin^g fat great labour and 
expense) the produce of these almost inaccessible r^ons into use. 
The above wood cut by the late Mr. Thomas Bewick, represents 
correctly the obverse and reverse of this beautiful medal, which 
weighs loz. lOdwts. and l<^s. For an interesting account of the 
difficulties which Mr, Jopling had to encounter, whilst working the 
quarries in Sutherlandshire, see the " Tranaaetioiu of tie Soeieiy 
kArtt, ^c." for 1810, vol. xxviii. p. 59. The marble works in 
Gateshead, are still carried on by Mrs. Isaac Jopling, junior, to 
whose kindness I am indebted for the loan of the above wood cut. 

Jv»e \. — Died, at South Shields, Mr. Andrew Bowmaker, aged 
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keelmens' hospital, on the New-road Newcastle, was laid by George 
Anderson, esq., in commemoration of the 50th year of the reign 
i]li his majesty George III,, and being also the anniversary of his 
birth, the troops in the garrison, joined by several volunteer corpS) 
assembled on the Town-moor, and fired in honour of the day. 
March 4th, 1811, this school was first opened. 

1810 (June 2\), — The foundation stone of a new charity school, 
near the church, North Shields, was laid with great solemnity by 
John Scott, esq., one of the magistrates fdr the county, assisted by 
William Linskdl, Robert Laing, esqrs., and others. The Rev. 
William Haswell, then stood upon the stone, and pronounced a 
benediction suitable to the occasion, after which he delivered an' 
elegant oration. A brass plate, with an inscription, and several 
coins of the reign of Greorge III. were deposited in the stone. 

Same day, died, at Jarrow, Mary Wolfe, aged 105 years. 

July 15< — Died, at Sunderland, Elizabeth Hall, aged 105 years. 
Her twin-brother died about five years before, aged 100 years, and 
her mother lived to the age of 108 years. 

July 2S« — The foundation stone of the new county courts for 
the county of Northiunberland, in the Castle Garth, Newcastle, 
was laid by the right honourable Earl Percy, as representative of 
his grace the duke of Northumberland. The magistrates and a 
considerable number of gentlemen of Newcastle and the county 
assembled at the Guildhall, at eleven o'clock, and from thence 
walked to the site of the courts. On the arrival of Earl Percy and 
the procession at the site, the Percy tenantry and the Newcastle 
volunteers, who were drawn up in a square, presented arms, and a 
royal salute of 21 guns, was fired firom the castle. Thomas Clen- 
.nell, esq., the chairman of the bench of magistrates of the county 
then made a neat speech, after which he presented the silver trow 
el to the noble earl, in the name of the justices, to lay the founda- 
tion of the building. A plate, with a suitable inscription.' and va« 
rious gold, silver, aiid copper coins of the reign of King George 
III. having been deposited in a cavity cut in the stone, his lordship 
proceeded to the masonic part of the ceremony, after which, his 
lordship addressed the audience, which was received with a burst 
of acclamation. The clerk of the peace, then handed to the chair« 
man a letter from his grace the duke of Northumberland, inclosing 
a donation of £3,000. towards the erection of the building, in aid 
of the county rates, which, his gtace observed, would fall heavy od 
the less opulent freeholders. The chairman mounting the stone, 
and displaying the three bank notes of £1,000. each, explained the 
purport of the letter, and observed, this was another proof of the 
generosity of the noble house of Percy. The gift was received 
with three times three cheers , and on the proposition of the chair- 
man, the letter and the thanks of the magistrates were immediately 
entered in the archives of the county. Another royal salute was 
fired from the castle, the Newcastle volunteers firing a volley be- 
tween every seventh gun. The procession then returned to the 
Guildhall. In the afternoon, about ninety gentlemen sat down to 

VOL. II. I 
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a sumptuous dinner.* at the Queen*s Head inn, in Pilgrim-street, 
Earl Percy in the chair. His lordship gave £50. to the workmen 
employed in building the courts. This and the following vear^ the 
assizes for the county of Northumberland were held in St. Nicholas* 
church. 

1810 (Aug. 2 J. — A young whale, called a finner, was towed into 
Sunderland by a Scots sloop, which picked it up ofi* Holy Island. 
It measured thirty feet in length. 

August 7. — Whilst an act of parliament was passing for rebuild- 
ing St. Edmund's chapel, in Gateshead, which had long been in 
rums, a new chapel was begun and built by subscription. It was 
consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, on the above day, and 
an appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. John CoUinson, 
A. M., rector of Gateshead, from 1 Tim. chap. iii. ver. 15. August 
7th the following year, the burial ground of this chapel was con- 
secrated by the lord bishop of Durham, and an appropriate sermon 
preached on the occasion by the Rev. John Collinson, A. M., 
rector of Gateshead, from Genesis, chap, xxiii, ver< 2, 3, 4. The 
following year the ruins of St. Edmund s chapel were taken down, 
and houses for the three elder brethren were at the same time re- 
built a little to the north of the new chapel. 

August 16. — An extraordinary high tide, accompanied with a 
boisterous north wind, and a very tempestuous sea, swept away 
about thirty-six yards in length of the outer wall of Clidbra s Fort, 
at the east end of North Shields. Some masses of stones were 
carried by the force of the water, near thirty yards from the site 
of the wall. It also tore up and carried away some hundreds of 
tons of earth and gravel to the eastward of the Fort, and destroyed 
the blocks which had been erected for laying down the frame of a 
new ship on his grace the duke of Northumberland's premises. 

September 3. — The remains of a human skeleton were dug up on 
the bank side, near the southern end of Stephenson-street, North 
Shields. An old house had been pulled down near the spot, in 
order to enlarge and beautify the street, and within a few yards of 
its site, the bones were discovered ; a few years before, another 
skeleton was dug up near the same place. It was believed this 
was the old house, wherein, in the year 1705, the duke of Argyle, 
then a resident at Chirton, near North Shields, received so many 
bruises in a night brawl or revel, as occasioned his death shortly 
thereafter. It was occupied by Paphian nymphs, and often resort- 
ed to by the noble duke, of pleasurable and profligate memory. 
The following is extracted from the register of baptisms at 
St. Nicholas* church, in Newcastle : — <* 1701, November 18th. 
Archald, son of Mr. Andrew Kennedy, vintner ; Barbara Ux. — 
Archbald duke of Argile, Bartram Stote, esq., and Mrs. Ann 
Potts, ff markt." The three last-mentioned persons were sponsors 
of the child, who had been named after this unfortunate noble- 

• Anthony Hood, esq., alderman of Newcastle, felt rather indisposed dur- 
ing the procession, which prevented his attendance at dinner, and no died in 
the night, to the great grief of all hia acquaintance. 
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man ; Mr. Stote was no doubt of the family of Stotc, once owners 
of Stote*8 hall, at Jesmond. " ff Markt" ineans the Flesh Market, 
where I would infer Mr. Kennedy, the father of the child, resided. 
See June 2dy 1814. 

1810 (Sept. 18 J, — The opening of the cut, or canal, made for 
altering the course of the river Tees, between Stockton and 
Portrack, was commenced at Stockton by public rejoicings. The 
morning was ushered in by the ringing of bells. At half-past 
seven, three sloops decorated with flags, &c. proceeded from Port- 
rack through the canal, attended by the volunteer band ^f music, 
the custom-house boat, the Redcar life-boat, and a numerous as- 
semblage of pleasure-boats, &c. ; several guns were fired from the 
vessels as each entered into and went out of the canal, which were 
returned by guns placed on the quays at Stockton. When the 
sloops arrived at Stockton, the company's flag (most elegantly de- 
signed) was taken down from the mast head of the sloop which 
came up first, and conveyed through the street, preceded by the 
band of music, and placed on the top of the cupola on the Town- 
hall. At twelve o'clock, the workmen were regaled with meat 
and drink, and at two o'clock, seventy gentlemen sat down in the 
Town-hall to dinner, the volunteer band performing. 

October 25. — This being the day which completed the half cen- 
tury of the reign of his late majesty George III., was celebrated 
at Alnwick with great splendour. The day was ushered in by the 
reveille and a morning gun, when the colours were hoisted on the 
castle, and before noon. Lord Percy's artillery, wall-piece men, 
cavalry, and nine companies of the rifle corps, upwards of 750 
men, had marched into the castle, and taken post upon the saluting 
battery, the towers and battlements of the castle ; the other half 
of his lordship's corps having assembled on Tyne-side. At one 
o'clock, the feu dejoie was fired by each branch of the corps re- 
sp^tively, mingled with the loudest cheers and music. Afler 
firing, t-he volunteers were refreshed with cold meat and ale ; they 
then returned to their quarters, where good hot dinners were pre- 
pared for them, at the duke's expense. His grace ordered an ox 
to be roasted in the Market-place, and three carts attended with 
ale and bread to be distributed to the populace. But the better 
to commemorate the day, the duke of Northumberland caused the 
first stone of a school to be laid, capable of containing 200 boys, 
to be educated under Mr. Lancaster's plan, which was built and 
supported at his grace's sole expense. The school was opened 
August 12th, 1811, which see. 

October 25. — The foundation stone of the Granby Lodge of 
free and accepted masons was laid in Old Elvet, Durham, by the 
right worshipful provincial grand-master. Sir Ralph Milbankc, bart, 
accompanied by a great number of officers and brethren. In a 
cavity of the stone were deposited various coins of the reign of 
George III., with a jubilee medal, on the completion of the 50th 
year of his reign. Afler the ceremony, the officers and brethren 
dined, and the day was spent in great harmony. 



60 HISTORICAL ESGI8TXB OF [A. D. 1810. 

1810 (Nov. 6^— -The foundation stone of Su Cuthbert's Lodge, in 
Tweedmouth (under tlie ancient constitution, the duke of Athol, 
grand-master), was laid by brother Selby Morton, acting master, 
amidst the acclamations of most of the brethren in the neighbour- 
hood. In the stone was inclosed a bottle, containing several coins 
of the reign of George III., and some old ones of King William 
and Queen Mary. 

November 13. — Died, in the house of correction at Durham, 
where he had been confined upwards of seven years, under sen- 
tence of transportation for life, James Allan, a character well known 
In most parts of the united kingdom, particularly in Northumber- 
land, where he was known by the name of Jemmy ^ the duke*s piper, 
and was in early life a great proficient on the pipes. He was 
capitally convicted of horsenstealing, at the assizes neld at Durham 
in 1803, and received sentence of death, but was afterwards par- 
doned on condition of transportation for life ; but on account of his 
«ge and infirmities, his sentence could not be carried into execu- 
tion. He had nearly completed his 77th year, and, for the greatest 
part of his confinement, was afflicted with a complication of dis- 
orders. Had the chequered life of this notorious character been 
prolonged a little, he would have regained his liberty, as the first 
signature of the Prince Regent, o£Scially addressed to the city of 
Durham, was a free pardon for Allan ; but death had removed him 
beyond the reach of royal clemency. There is a portrait of Allan 
prefixed to his Memoirs. Died, on the 27th of March, 1830, at 
Kothbury, Tibby AUan, aged 109 years, widow of the noted Jewmy 
Allan, the celebrated Northumberland piper. 

November 24. — ^Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, where she had 
resided ever since she was born, Thomasin Robinson, aged 111 
years. When upwards of 100, she had her thigh broken, and re^ 
covered perfectly. 

This vear, as Sir Carnaby Haggerston's workmen were digging 
in Floddon Field, they came to a pit filled with human bones, and 
which seemed of great extent ; but alarmed at the sight, they im- 
mediately filled up the excavation and proceeded no further. A 
fine seal, supposed to be Roman, was found here, which was in 
the possession of the late Countess Cowper. 

The Baptist meeting-house, at the west end of Walker-gate lane, 
Berwick, was this year built. 

This year, the north wall of Ponteland church fell ; but the 
whole structure has since that time been repaired. 

Albion-street and Albion-place, Newcastle, were this year formed. 

This year, an act was obtained for making a turnpike road from 
Durham ^through Lanchester) to Shotley-bridge. Tne road passes 
directly through the vale, instead of the old circuitous route along 
the heights. 

The corporation of Newcastle this year purchased the Old Castle 
in that town, which they put into a state of repair, and battlements, 
guns for rejoicing days, &c., were placed upon the top. It was the 
property of the government. See vol. t. poffe 14?. 



I 
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1811 (Jain. S;.— Died, at Blyth, Mrs. Blakey, aged 104 jevs. 
February 1. — ^In the night of this day» the I^w-light on the 
Fern Island was first lighted. 

FAruary 23. — Died, at the High Felling, in the county of Dur- 
ham, Mr. Isaac Jackson, aged 104 years. 

February 28. — Died, in Gratediead, Mr. Richard Bentley, aged 
101 years. 

March 6. — ^Died, at Kenton, near Newcastle, Mrs. Margaret 
Milbum, aged 104 years. 

March 12^ — About ten o'clock in the evening, a carriage was 
unfortunately overturned near Jesmond House. It had set off 
from the residence of James Losh, esq., of that place, but had not 
proceeded far, when the driver mistaking the proper turn to go 
along the bridge, the carriage and horses were precipitated over a 
low fence into the entrance of Jesmond Dean, the height of at 
least 18 or 20 feet. There were two gentlemen in the carriage, 
one of whom leaped out as the vehicle was passing over the fence, 
the other was carried to the bottom, and miraculously escaped any 
injury. The driver was severely bruised, and one of the horses 
died a few minutes after the accident. 

This month, a cannon baU, weighing 96 lb., and thirty inches 
in circumference, was dug out of the ruins of the old castle in 
Berwick : it had penetrated the castle wall about three yards, at 
a place where it had been flanked with a tower, which must have 
been first penetrated, and of which there were sufiicient remains 
to ascertam the fiu:t. This was supposed to be the identical ball 
which destroyed one of the principal towers of the castle, and 
caused its immediate surrender to the royal army. See the year 
1405, vo/. upage 56. 

April 10. — Died, at Anick, in Northumberland, James Crozier, 
aged 101 years. 

May 28»— The Society of Arts presented the silver pallet medal 
to the late Mr. Isaac Jopling, junior, for a plaster cast, a copy of 
the Gladiator. 

This month, died at Seaton, near Hartlepool, Eleanor Smith, 
widow, aged 107 years. She retained her' faculties to the last. 

June 4. — As three hundred men belonging to the 82d regiment, 
then stationed at Tynemouth, were crossing in the military pas- 
sage-boat firom North to South Shields, to fire on Whitburn sands, 
the boat was struck and upset by a ship entering the river Tyne, 
which caused considerable alarm, and might have had dreadinl 
consequences. None of the men were lost, but many very s^ 
riously bruised and wet. One died from die effects next day. 
Several muskets, side arms, and hats, were lost. 

June 10« — As some workmen were digging at the head of the 
Long-bank, Sunderland, they found a human skeleton, about two 
feet below the surface. 

June 12.i— The workmen employed in lowering the level of the 
fiat pavement, at the south door of St. Nicholas' church, in New- 
castle, discovered, within six inches of the surface, a very perfect 
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Stone coffin. It contained some bones, and a quantity of earth : 
there being no cover to it, the bones were immediately buried. 
The coffin seemed to have been made to contain a person of about 
five feet six inches high. Hiere was a proper excavation for the 
head of the corpse, and a circular perforation in the bottom of 
the coffin, for the purpose of keeping it dry. 

1811 (June 29^. — Died, at the North Shore, near Newcastle, 
Mrs. Sarah Gibson, aged 102 years. 

July 23. — About three o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out m a stable belonging to Mr. Jonathan Bell, of Walwick, near 
Chollerford, which totally consumed the same, together with five 
horses and their trappings, belonging to Mr. Thomas Wright, the 
Carlisle carrier. 

This month, in taking down that part of the town's wall, in New- 
castle, which extended from Pilgrim- street to the Weavers' tower 
in New Bridge-street, three cannon balls, of 22 lb. weight each, 
were found lodged deep in the wall. They had been shot during 
the siege of that town by the Scots, in 1644. See voL t. pcige 97. 

August 5. — The lord bishop of Durham consecrated a new bu- 
rial-ground at Trimdon, in the county of Durham. 

August 12. — This being the birtn-day of! the Prince Regent 
(afterwards George IV.), his grace the duke of Northumberland 
endowed and opened, at Alnwick, a seminary for 200 boys, the 
children of the neighbouring poor, to be clothed, fed, and educated 
at his grace's sole expense and bounty, enacting, as an express 
clause in this permanent institution, that the natal day of the Re- 
gent should be observed for ever as a holiday, in order that the 
boys, as they grow up, may learn to reverence and bless that 
Prmce to whose honour this munificent establishment has been 
dedicated. 

August 28. — Died, at Barlow, near Ryton, Durham, John An- 
derson, shoemaker, aged 108 years. He died in the act of soling 
a pair of shoes. He enjoyed good health, and never wore spec- 
tacles. 

September 14.— -Died, at Lesbury, in Northumberland, aged 78 
years, the Rev. Percival Stockdale, the ingenious vicar of Lesbury 
and Longhoughton. Being the only child of the Rev. Thomas 
Stockdale, vicar of Branxton, and perpetual curate of Comhill, he 
was nurtured with excessive care, and af\cr being at the grammar 
schools of Alnwick and Berwick, he was entered of the university 
of St. Andrews. On the death of his father he became a second 
lieutenant in the 23d, or Royal Welsh Fusileers, in which regiment 
he served in the expedition against St. Philip, in Minorca. On his 
return, his regiment being ordered to India, he resigned his com- 
mission in November 1757. Two years aflerwards he was ordained 
deacon by Dr. Trevor, bishop of Durliam ; he then went to Lon- 
don, where he enjoyed the society of Garrick, Dr. Johnson, Dr. 
'Brown, Goldsmith, and others of that bright constellation of genius. 
He afterwards became curate to Mr. Thorp, vicar of Berwick, but 
in a short time returned to London, and being without any church 
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employment, he, in 1767, embarked for Italy, where he read and 
wrote very assiduously. Afler his return to London in 1769, he 
translated *< Tassos Aminta" The booksellers having conceived 
a very high opinion of his talents, he was appointed successor to 
Dr. Gutlirie in the managepaent of the << Crittcal Review" He also 
wrote a very elfgsait life of Waller the poet, for Davies, and trans- 
lated for the same publisher the ** Antiquities of Crreece" from the 
Latin. In 1771, he compiled the << Universal Magazine" and 
two years afterwards appeared his most distinguished work, << The 
Poet" About this time Mr. S. became chaplain of the Resolution, 
guardship, of 74 guns, stationed at Spithead. During the three 
^ears he was attached to this ship, his mind was not inactive, hav- 
ing, besides some minor poems, compiled six sermons to seamen, 
and translated into English, Sabbattiers' << Institutionsy Customs, 
and Manners of the ancient Nations" He afterwards wrote an 
** Essay on the Writings and Genius of Pope" against the essay 
by Wharton on the same subject. This performance met with the 
approbation of Gibbon and Burke. He next wrote several political 
letters, signed Agricola, in the Public Advertiser, was a short time 
tutor to Lord Craven's son, and next became curate of Hineworth, 
in Hertfordshire, where he wrote fifteen sermons. In 1782, he 
took priest's orders, and wrote his <' Treatise on Education," The 
year following. Lord Chancellor Thurlow presented him with the 
Jiving of Lesbury, to which the duke of Northumberland added 
that of Longhoughton, in the same county. Here Mr. S. wrote his 
tragedy of <* Ximenes" but the climate not agreeing with his health, 
he accepted an invitation from his friend Mr. Matra, British consul 
at Tangier, to pass some time with him under its more genial sky. 
On his return in 1790, he wrote an elaborate " History of Gibraltar" 
which, in a fit of despondency, he committed to the flames, but he 
soon resumed his studies and composed two poems, " The Banks 
of the Wear, and ^' The Invincible Island" and in 1807 he com- 
pleted and published his << Lectures on the Poets" His last pub- 
lication was '< Memoirs of Himself" which are dedicated to the 
ingenious Miss Porter. There is a portrait of Mr. Stockdale pre- 
fixed to his poems. 

1811 ( Oct SJ. — Thomas Elliot stood in the pillory at Sunderland 
according to his sentence, having been convicted of an assault on a 
young girl. The novelty of the scene brought together an im- 
mense concourse of people, (supposed not less than 20,000), who 
behaved in the most orderly manner, hardly a single insult being 
offered to the convicted delinquent. 

October 12. — The estate of Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes, 
esq., at Benwell, near Newcastle, was brought to the hammer at 
the Queen's Head inn in that town. It was sold in lots, which, to- 
gether with the wood upon the estate, amounted to about £65,000. 
When purchased by Bowes for about £24,000, it was considered 
a very dear bargain. In 1771, wheathis estate was advertised for 
sale, the mansion-house, which has since become a heap of ruins, 
was in the most perfect condition. There had been a chapel near 
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Its south end, vhlch wai pulled down on account of Interceptii^ 
the view from the bouse ; when this took place, I hare not been 
Me to ascertain, but a vault and a few grave stones, one of which 
dated so late as the year 1759, still continue to mark the site of the 
borial ^ound> where, 

" Each In bla ndTTOwcell fbr ever laid, 
•■ The nide fbre&Uien of Uw hamlet deep." 

1811 ^ Oc^^.^ A very curious machine for deansing and deepen- 
ii^ Sunderland harbour was set to woric A steam-engine of ereftt 
power was erected upon a floating barge, which continually drove 
round a number of iron buckets fostened lo a chain, and which 
filled themselves with umd and gravel at the bottom of the harfoour» 
and successively emptied themselves at the top of the shaft into a 
^wut ready to receive them. This machine could lifl 55 tons of 
ballast in 35 minutes. 

This month, afler much stormy weather, the h^h sea washed 
away nearly the whole of the two slips for ship-builduig at the Low 
Lights, near Clifibrd's'fort, North Shields, together with much of 
the adjoining land near the Fort^^te. October 30th and Slst it 
also washed away some thousands of tons of earth and rubbish ; 
laid bare and then tore up the foundations of an old fort, which, 
from the nature of the cement between the stones, speared to 
have existed previous to Clifford's-fort, built in 1672. 

November 17. — The new built Scots church, in Howard-street, 
North Shields, was opened for divine service. A ver^ excellent 
and appropriate discourse was delivered on the occasion by the 
Rev. Mr. Knox, to a crowded audience. 




This month, in consequence of the scarcity of silver coin, Mr. 
John Robertson, Silversmith of Newcastle, issued ulver tokens of 
one shilling and sixpence each. This wood cut rtpresents the 
shilling token. Mr. R. afterwards issued tokens of half-a-crown. 
Mr. Kelty, silversmith of Newcastle, issued sUver tokens. Silver 
and copper tokens were also issued from Bewicke Main colliery 
office in Newcastle. 

Messrs. Christopher and Jennett, booksellers, Stockton, issued 
silver and copper tokens. Various other tradesmen in the counties 
of Durham and Northumberland issued tokens. 

December 28. — An alarming fire broke out in a house in New 
PandoR-street, Newcastle, belonging to, and occupied by Mr. 
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Cooke, ship-bbcuit baker, wbtch c<»nmunicated to the hoiue ad- 
joming, ana terminated ia the destruction of both. 

his fear, the Wes^ate, in New- 
castle, was pulled down. It was one 
of those strong entrances throu^ 
the tovrn-wall, and had been in for- 
mer times secured with massive 
Mtes of oak beams and ircMi doora. 
This gate consisted of four warda, 
and was said to have been boilt by 
the munificent Rt^r Thornt^HU la 
the year 1782, a foot-way was open* 
ed on the north side of this gate. 
Upon the site of this gate are built 
a toll-house ; the House Carpentera' 
meeting-house, and the Peace and Unity Hospital. It was long 
used as a m^aiine for military stores, lliis gate had formerly 
been a prison. See the year 1648, vol. i. page 102. 

1611. — This year, Cornsay Alms-houses, to the parish of Lau- 
chester, Durham, for six poor men and six poor women, were built 
and endowed by the late William Russell, esq., of Brancepeth castle. 
Forth-street, Orchard-street, and Castle-street, in Newcastle) 
were this year formed. The quay was also consider^ly widened 
opposite the Exchange, Newcastle. 

This and the preceding year, the chapel of St. Hilda at South 
Shields, which is of very high antiquity, probably nearly coev^ 
with Jarrow church, was almost nearly rebuilt, except the steeple, 
the south and west wall, and part of the east wall ; the pillars form- 
ing the north and south aisles were removed, and a single roof 
thrown over the whole structure ; the ground floor was new paved, 
and a handsome uniform gallery extended round the north, south, 
and west. The ceiling of the whole is hanilsomely stuccoed. 

1812/.7o«. 27;.— Died, at Pit Hill, in the parish of Chester-le- 
street, Catherine Aisbert, aged 104 years. 

Ftitnutry, — Several Roman antiquities were this month sold 
by a person (to all appearance a farmer^ to Mr. Thomas Watson, 
silversmith, of Newcastle. They consisted of an oblong silver 
salver, about eighteen inches in length, carved round the edge; 
when discovered it was quite entire. A silver cup, about five 
inches in diameter, with only a small damage on one side ; another, 
about the same size, was bo much corroded as to fell to piecea. 
A long flat handle, which appeared to have belonged to one of 
the cups, most beauti^lly carved with flowers and the heads oS 
birds, with the following inscription, inlaid with letters of gold, 
HATH. FAB. DVBi T. — two pieces of silver, carved and gilt, 
which seemed to have been the side pieces of a bridle bit. Several 
gold and silver rings, some set with stones, and one with an inscrip* 
tion. The rings were in the shape of serpents. Along with the 
above was discovered a number of silver coins; and a massy gold 
chain about eighteen inches long. The above were found in 
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Northumberland, but the person who sold them, from interested 
motives, refused to give any information respecting the place* 

1812 (March 15 J. — The new Methodist chapel in Vine-streetv 
Sunderland, was opened, on which occasion, the Rev. John Slack 
officiated. 

April 4. — The remains of the hon. ladj Julia Percy, arrived in 
Newcastle from Alnwick. In the evening the body lay in stata at 
the Turk's Head inn, and early the next morning was again carried 
forward on its melancholy route to the family burial place at Staa- 
wix, in Yorkshire. 

April 15. — The first stone of the new work, at Hartlepool pier 
was laid by Carr Ibbetson, esq., amidst great rejoicings. 

April 28. — Died, at Darlington, Mrs. Alice Turner, aged 103 
years. 

May 2. — The public market for the sale of wheat, maslin, rye, 
beans, and peas, was removed from near the foot of Pilgrim-street, 
to the open area on the north side of St Nicholas* church, New- 
castle. 

May 5. — An act for lighting and watching Newcastle, without 
the walls, received the royal assent, and on Saturday night, Sep- 
tember 26th, the same year, Newcastle, without the walls, was fint 
lighted with oil. 

May 7. — This being asgension day, a very melancholy accident 
happened on the return of the aquatic party from Shields to New- 
castle in the morning. As John Robson, a mason, one of the party, 
who were discharging the cannon on the top of the old castl^ was 
in the act of reloading a gun, owing to some accident, the cartridge 
which he was ramming down unfortunately exploded, by which his 
right hand was blown off, and his body i^YL over the battlements of 
the castle, and was dashed to pieces. 

3Iay 14. — The lord bishop of St. David's consecrated a piegs of 
ground, as additional to the church-yard of Whickham, in the county 
of Durham. 

May 18. — Died, in New Pandon-street, Newcastle, Mrs. Mar« 
garet Clark, aged 105 years. 

May 25. — About half-past eleven o*clock on the morning, one of 
the most tremendous explosions on record in the history of the 
collieries, took place at Felling, near Gateshead, in the mine be- 
longing to Mr. Brandling, which was always considered one of the 
most safe in the district. Nearly the whole of the workmen were 
below, the second set having gone down before the first had come 
up, when a double blast of hydrogen gas took place. A slight 
trembling, as from an earthquake, was felt for about half a mile 
around the workings : and the noise of the explosion, though duU, 
was heard to three or four miles distance, and much resembled an 
unsteady fire of infantry. Immense quantities of dust and small 
coal accompanied these blasts, and rose high into the air, in the 
form of an inverted cone. The heaviest part of the ejected matter^ 
such as corves, pieces of wood and small coal, fell near the pits ; 
but the dust, borne away by a strong west wind, fell in ja continued 



A. D. 1812.] RXBf ARKABLE XV1NT8. ' 67 

shower from the pit to the distance of a mile and a half. In the 
village of He worth, it caused a darkness like that of early twilight, 
and covered the roads so thickly, that the footsteps of passengers 
were strongly imprinted in it. The heads of both the shaft frames' 
were blown off, their sides set on fire, and their pullies shattered to ' 
pieces ; but the pullies of the John Pit gin, being on a crane not 
within the influence of the blast, were fortunately preserved. The 
coal dust ejected from the William Pit into the drifl or horizontal- 
parts of the tube was about tliree inches thick, and soon burnt to a 
light cinder. Pieces of burning coal driven off the solid stratum of 
the mine were also blown up this shaft. As soon as the explosion 
was heardi the wives and children of the workmen ran to the work- 
ing pit ; wildness and terror were pictured in every countenance. 
The crowds from all sides soon collected to the number of several 
hundreds ; some crying out for a husband, others for a parent or son, 
and all deeply affiscted with an admixture of horror, anxiety, and grief. 
In this calamity 91 men and boys perished. The few men who 
were saved, happened to be working m a different part of the mine, 
to which the fury of the explosion did not reach. After the mine 
had been made air tight for about six weeks, to extinguish the fire, 
it was again opened, and on the 8th of July the workings were en- 
tered, and the first dead body found. From various obstructions, 
the last of the bodies (some of whom were under six or seven feet 
of stone) was not found until the 19th of September. All these 
persons (except four, who were buried in single graves) were in- 
terred in Heworth chapel-yard, in a trench, side by side, two coffins 
deep, with a partition of brick and lime between every four coffins. 
In commemoration of this catastrophe, a neat plain obelisk is erect-* 
ed, nine feet high, fixed in a solid stone base. It has four brass 
plates let into the stone on the four sides, on which are inscribed 
thevame and age of each of the ninety'one sufferers alphabetically 
arranged. 

1812 ('May 26 J, — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal 
to Mr. Thomas Machell, of Wolsmgham, Durham, surgeon, for the 
invention of an annular saw, which cuts deeper than its own centre, 
well adapted for the division of cylindrical bones, surrounded by 
muscles, blood-vessels, or nerves, and with less injury to those 
parts than by any other instrument in use. 

The same day the Society of Arts presented a gold medal to the 
Rev. Or. F. Haggit for his improvement of 50 'acres of waste land, 
at Pittington, near Durham. 

June 8, — The public market for the sale of bread, oat-meal, 
vegetables, fruit, and gmgerbread, was removed from the Sand- 
hiU to a plot of ground on the south side of the new Butchers' 
market. These stalls were without any covering until the year 
1831, when they received this very necessary addition. 

June 15. — The freemen of Durham, in consequence of several 
encroachments, perambulated the boundaries of that city, a custom 
which had been neglected since the inclosure of the adjacent moors, 
The procession set out from the town-hall at 10 o'clock: — the 
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grassmen on horseback^ attended by the banners of the various 
trades, the city waits Tniusic), drums, beadle, Ac* 

1812 (June 5 J* — Tne races on the town-moor, Newcastle, were 
attended by one of the most numerous concourses of spectators ever 
remembered. Just as the last heat for the gold cup was finished^ 
the temporary stand belonging to the White Hart inn, being very 
much crowded, gave way in the middle and involved nearly a hmk«> 
dred persons in the crash. About forty persons were seriously 
hurt, and about twelve dangerously, several of them having limba. 
broloen. The medical gentlemen who were on the ground gave 
their ready assistance, and many of the sufferers were admitted 
into the grand stand, or were accomodated with carriages from 
thence. A woman named Smith was seriouslv injured, ubie being 
below at the time of the accident. Mr. Kedhead,* pernor, of 
Walker, Mr. Blackbird, of Newbottle, Mr. Fiddler, a midshipmaiiy 
a pitman called '< 7%e Duksy** and Sir H. Vane Tempest's groom, 
had all limbs broken : Mr. MofBtt, of Newcastle, Mr. Allison,* of 
Whitburn, and several others were seriously bruised. Mrs. Wjdam, 
the proprietor, was hurt in the shoulder. A quantity of the stock 
of wine, spirits, and ale, was destroyed. 

Jufy 29. — The chapel at Gibside, Durham, completed by the 
right hon. Earl Strathmore, was consecrated with ereat sc^mni^ 
by the lord bishop of Durham. This elegant edince, which was 
commenced building by George Bowes esq., in the year 1760, as 
a cfiapel and mausoleum, is ornamented with a portico and dome 
highly embellished. It stands at one end of a most beautiful ter* 
race m front of the mansion-house ; the other extremity is termi- 
nated by a wood, out of which rises a fine column of stone sur- 
mounted by a figure of Liberty, built in 1756. See vol i, page 216. 

August 6. — The high sheriff of Northumberland, Mr. Bates, of 
Milbum-hall, the judges of assize, and a large attendance of gen- 
tlemen, went in procession along Bailiff-gate and Castle-street, 
Newcastle, to the new county courts to open the commission. 
They had not gone this way before for perhaps some centuries, 
having from time immemorial gone to the Old Moot-hall by that 
dark, narrow, and dangerous passage called the Black Gate. 

August 10. — The foundation stone of the Exchange, Town-hall, 
&c., at Sunderland, was laid with masonic honours, by the provin- 
cial grand lodge for the county of Durham. Sir H. V. Tempest, 
bart., Hn the absence of Sir Ralph Milbanke, hart.) P. G. M. pro 
tern. The procession went from the Phoenix-hall, preceded by the 
Sunderland volunteer infantry. A plate with an inscription hav- 
ing been deposited in the stone, the usual ceremonies were gone 
through, after which the volunteers presented arms. After the 
P. G. Chaplain had delivered an oration, the volunteers fired three 
voUies in the air. The procession then returned to their lodge, 
and elected their officers for the following year. At three o'clock, 
the brethren, gentlemen of the committee, and others ,to the number 
of nearly two hundred, sat down to an excellent dinner in the Phcenix- 

* These afterwards died of their wounds. 
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haily Sir H. V. Temp^t, bart» in the cbairi who that day distb- 
guiriied himself by various acts of liberality. May the 26Ui, 1814» 
this elegant structure was opened to the subscribers, on which oc- 
casion, in the absence of the president, J. G. Lambton, esq«, M.P., 
the chair was taken by John Davison, vice-president, who addressed 
the meeting : this was followed by an address from the Rev. J. 
Hampson, both of which were very ably delivered. This building 
cost £8,000., subscribed by individuals in £50. shares : half of the 
ground was purchased from Sir H. V. Tempest, bart., for £600., 
and the lease of the other moiety was obtained for 6S years, under 
£10. rent. 

1812 (Aug. 17 J.— Died, in Gateshead, Isabella Sharp, at the great 
age of 11 4 years. It appeared by the baptismal register of that 
place, that she was christened August 17th, 1698. 

August ^\. — The Newcastle associated volunteer in&ntr^ pre- 
sented their colonel. Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., with a magnificent 
piece of plate, as a token of the high estimation in which they held 
his conduct as their commanding officer. At two o'clock, tne re- 
giment assembled in Pilgrim-street, from whence they marched 
to the Moor, attended by a great concourse of people. Having 
marched past their colonel in review, the regiment formed three 
deep, was wheeled forward and formed in a circle, in the centre 
of which the vase being placed, lieut«-coL Ridley stepped forward, 
and addressed Sir M. W. Ridley in the most appropriate language, 
to which the colonel made a suitable reply. The ceremony of 
presentation being over, the regiment greeted him with three times 
three cheers, in which they were joined by the company present. 
The regiment was then wheeled back into line, when they fired a 
feu dejoiey the guns on the castle firing a salute. They then ad- 
vanced in line, and made a general salute to their colonel. Before 
the regiment was dismissed, the companies were presented with ten 
guineas each by the colonel, to regale themselves with on the occa- 
sion. The bells of St. Nicholas' church continued to ring at inter- 
vals during the day. In the latter part of the day, a magnificent 
dinner was served up in the Assembly-rooms, to Uie officers and a 
large party of visitors. Besides the officers of the regiment, there 
were present the mayor and principal members of the corporation 
of Newcastle ; the general officers and sta£P of the northern dis- 
trict ; the commanding officers of the cavalry, artillery, engineers, 
and militia then in Newcastle, and of the different volunteer corps, 
&c in the neighbourhood, besides a great number of visitors, makmg 
in all a party of 1S2. The vase presented on this occasion was of 
silver, of an elegant Etruscan form, and was nearly two feet high. 
The sides were ornamented with military trophies and the arms of 
Ridley ; its cover was surmounted 6y an elegant female figure, re- 
presenting the town of Newcastle upon Tyne. It was of Uie value 
of £350. 

September 23.— -Died, at North Shields, Daniel Todd, aged 64 
years ; an eccentric character, well known by the name of Lord Blake. 

October 10.— An explosion took pUice in Herrington-mill Fit, 
when twenty boys and four men were killed. 
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1812 ^Oc^ 21;^— There was a remarkable high tide at Shields. 
About 60 feet of the wall of Clifford's Fort were swept away, and 
the Northumberland life-boat house was entirely broken to pieces. 
Some hundreds of masts, buojs, &c« were carried away, and the 
water flowed into many of the houses in North Shields. It flowed 
upon his grace the duke of Northumberland's new quay, and reach- 
ed the doors of the warehouse. 

November 18. — Some workmen employed in a auarry at Byker- 
hill, near Newcastle, on splitting a huge block of mestone, nearly 
three tons weight, found a living toad in the middle of it. The 
cavity that contained the animal, to which there was no passage* 
was the model of its figure, and was lined with a black substance^ 
suffused with moisture. 

The new building in Cla3rpath, in the city of Durham, was this 
year opened for the Blue-coat and Sunday schools. 

The Anti-burgher meeting house, near the middle of Church- 
street, Berwick, was this year built. 

This year, the bridge was built over Pandon-Dean, Newcastfey 
and Bridge-street formed. 

About this year, in forming drains at the northern extremity of 
the slake at Hartlepool, about five feet beneath the surface, several 
holes or graves, about eight feet square, were discovered, filled 
with human bones; trees also, the wood of which was found in 
excellent preservation, together with the antlers of deer, and an 
immense number of teeth, which, on being examined with atten- 
tion, were supposed to have belonged to these animals. 

1813 (Jan. 28 J, — Between four and five o'clock on the morn- 
ing, a fire was discovered in the house of Miss Rudd, in Mosley- 
street, Newcastle, which had a most alarming appearance ; bat by . 
the timely arrival of the Newcastle and Royal Exchange fire-office 
engines, and the great exertions of the men belonging to the same, 
it was happily extinguished soon after seven o'clock, though not 
before considerable damage was done to the house, and to Miss 
Rudd's stock of millinery. A party of the Royal Bucks militia at- 
tended with the greatest promptitude upon the occasion, and were 
of service in protecting the property and in keeping off the crowd. 

JFebmary 6. — The Antiquarian Society of Newcastle was esta- 
blished, when the purport of its institution was declared to be 
*< Inquiry into Antiquities in general, but especially into those of 
the North of England, and of the counties of Northumberland, 
Cumberland, and Durham, in particular." The first part of the 
Society's Transactions waspublished in Newcastle in 1816, under 
the title of Archmologia JEliana. 

Same day, the wind corn-mill of Mr. Watson, near South Shields, 
was burnt down. The fire was occasioned by violent friction. 

February SO. — About one o'clock on tlie morning, a fire broke 
out at the New Mills, belonging to the corporation of Berwick, occu- 
pied by Mr. John Forster, which burnt two barley mills, and one 
grey-stone mill, and a quantity of oatmeal, before it was got under ; 
but by timely assistance, it was prevented from reaching the flour 
mills and prmcipal buildings. 
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1813 {March 31 ). — Hie labourers employed In removing the hill 
of earth called the Mount, near the old castle, in Newcastle, found 
the skeletons of two men, about a foot and a half below the sur- 
face ; one of them was lying with the isce downward, aud from the 
freshness of its appearance, would seem to have not been buried 
many years. 

This mouth, died at Todholes, near Elsdon, in Northumberliuid, 
Mr. William Snowdon, ftrmer, aged upwards of 100 years. 

April i. — At the quarterly court of the Infirmary of Newcas- 
tle, an excellent full length portrait of William Ligham, e»q., 
painted in consequence of a subscription by his private friends, was 
presented to the institution, as a testimony of resect for his valu- 
able services to the cherity as surgeon, during tlurty-three years. 
The painting, which is admirably executed, is by Mr. Nicholson, o£ 
Newcastle. Mr. Ingham died November 26th, 1817. There it a 
very finely engraved portrut of Mr. Ingham, done Bt the expense 
of his family, and presented to particular friends. 

jiprit 6.— Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, William Gant- 
ney, aged 102 years, He had been' 60 years an out-pensioner of 
Chelsea hospital. 

April 12. — Died, at Great Whittingham, in Northumberland, 
Sarah Kobson, aged 104 years. She reaped in the harvest field ia 
her 102d year, and retained her faculties to the last. 

April 15. — An act for improving the pier and port of Hartlepool, 
received the royal assent. It had long been in a ruinous state. This 
year also, a life-boat was established at Hartlepool. 

April 16. — Died, at 
his house in Portland 
Place, Ixindon, after an 
illness of two days, Sir 
Matthew White Rid- 
ley, of Blagdon, in 
Northumberland, hart, 
in the 67th year of his 
age. May Sd, he was 
interred in the family 
vault in St. Nicholas' 
church, Newcastle'— 
The concourse of sor- 
rowing spectators on 
this melancholy occa- 
sion was very great. 
He was the represen- 
tative of Newcastle in 
eight successive parlia- 
ments, also for many 
years an alderman ol 
that corporation. He 
commanded the loyal 
Newcastle " ' 
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volunteer infimtry, from iti first establishment in 1798, to the 
period of the general dismissal of the volunteers in 181S. He was 
one of the oldest members of the merchants' company, and at the 
period of his deaths had been 35 years its governor. In 18 19, a 
beautiful monument to his memory by Flaxman, was placed in the 
nave of St. Nicholas' church. It displays in very high relief, a fiill 
length figure a£ the deceased, as large as life, caressed in a Roman 
toga, and standing in a graceful and dignified attitude, with other 
attributes, together with a shield charged with the fiunily arms- 
There is a large portrait of 8ir M. W. Ridley, hart., engraved by fit- 
tier, from a painting by Hoppner. There is also a reduced copy of 
this published by John Sykes. Lad^r Ridley, died Aueust Sd, 
1806. On the 18th, the body arrived in Newcastle, from LondoDy 
and was interred in the family vault in St. Nicholas' church, the 
day following. The preceding woodcut shews a portion oi Sir M* 
W. Ridley's monument. 

1813 (April 16 J. — George Wilson, of Newcastle, the celebrated 
pedestrian, whilst confined for debt in the gaol of Newgate, in that 
town, undertook for the trifling sum of three pounds one shOling, 
to walk 50 miles in twelve successive hours, within the prison walls. 
A small flagged yard, measuring thirty-three feet by twenty-five and 
a half, was chosen as the stage of action. This he performed four 
minutes and forty-three seconds within the time stipulated, bekig 
an uncommon effort in so circinnscribed a situation, having ta^en 
10,300 turns to make up the distance, at four turns to each round* 
He walked the last 6 miles in one hour, twenty minutes, and fiMtty 
seconds. Since that time, this man has done various feats in pe- 
destrianism both in London, Newcastle, and other places. There 
are various portraits of this pedestrian both in wood and copper ; 
the former nave accounts of his different pedestrian feats under- 
neath. Afler his memorable strugele with the Blackheath maffis- 
trates, a life of him was published m London in 1815, 8vo. wiu a 
portrait, aged 50. 

May 7. — Died, at Fowberry Tower, in Northumberland, in the 
79th year of his age, Greorge Culley, Esq., the eminent agricultu- 
rist and breeder. Mr. Culley, assisted by Messrs. Bailey and 
Pringle, drew up the <' AffriculiureU Survey of Northumhtrland 
Cumberlandy and Westmoreland;" 8vo. 1805. 

May 12.-— Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Mr. Thomas 
Hunter, aged 104 years. He had formeriy been a sea captain. 

May 25« — The Society of Arts presented a gold med^ to Wil- 
liam Backhouse, esq. of Field House, near DarHngton, for planting 
300,000 larches, and 50,000 other timber trees, on waste ground ; 
and to Jonathan Backhouse, jun. esq., of Darlington, for planting 
271,000 larches, a silver medal. 

The same day, the Society of Arts presented the lesser silver 
medal to Thomas White, esq., of Woodlands, in the coimty of 
Durham, for his application of larch bark to answer all the pur- 
poses of oak bark in tanning leather. 

June 9. — A handsome school-house, built at an expense of nearly 
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£300^ was opened at Heighington, in Ibe countj of Durham. Tlie 
school was origioally founded in 1601, by Elizabeth Jenison, of 
Walworth, widow of Thomas Jenison, esq. 

1813 (Juite lU.— Died, atBaniardcastle, Mr. CuthbertVasey, 
ftrmer, aged 100 years. 

Jvne 13. — A new Methodist diapel was opened at Stockton, 
and two appropriate discourses were delivered by the Kev. T. 
Lesley, to upwardr of 2,000 people. 

June 23. — The foundation stone of a new bridge over the river 
Allen, near Allendale smelt^mill, was laid by Colonel Wentwortb 
Beaumont, with the usual ceremonies. In the centre of the stone 
were deposited several coins of George III. The colonel and a 
party of his friends afterwards partook of a cold collation with the 
committee ; and on retiring, be gave £21. towards the erection of 
the bridge, and £5. to the workmen employed in building it. 

July 6. — Died, at Fulham, near I^ondon, in the 79th year of his 
age, Granville Sharp, esq. This venerable character was born at 
Durham, on the I<Mi of November, 1735, O. S. He retained the 
vigour of his mind and body (ill within a short period of his dia- 
mlution, and, without any symptoms than those of natural decay, 
terminated a life which had been actively devoted to the best in* 
terestg of liberty, religion, and humanity. 

July 17^— An unfortunate accident happened by fire damp, at 
CoUingwood Main colliery, on the river Tyne, by which eight men 
were killed, and two severely burnt. Several horses also suffered. 
Jti^ 28.— Died, in Gateshead, 'Mary Gold, aged 101 years. 

Attgvit \. — Died, after a short but 
severe illness, at his seat at Wynyard, 
near Stockton, Sir Henry Vane Tempest, 
bart., M. P. for the county of Durham, 
and on the 12th, his remains were depo- 
sited in the family vault of Long-Newton. 
The melancholy procession left Wynyard 
at ten o'clock, attended by an immense 
train of hie friends and tenantry, passing 
through Wolviston, Stockton, and Elton, 
to Long-Newton. The road was thronged with anxious spectaton, 
drawn from all parts of the county, to pay the last sad tribute c^ 
respect to the memory of the deceased. At two o'clock, the 
funeral procession readied Long-Newton, the ancient residence 
of the Vane family. The pall was supported by J. D. Nesham, 
R. E. ,D. Shafto, Edward Shipperdsoo, Richard Wright, Cuthbert 
Sharp, Thomas Wilkinson, John Wharton, and Robert Surteea, 
esquires. The chief mourners were M. A. Taylor, esq. M.P. and 
Mr. Vane. The church of long-Newton was crowded to excess, 
and the solemn service was frequently interrupted by the sigha and 
tears of the congregation. It seemed as if every one present bad 
lost his dearest friend and nearest connexion, so much was Sir H. 
V. Tempest beloved and lamented. May Slst, 1820, Lord Stewart 
(now marquis of Londonderry) presented a whole-length portrait 
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of Sir Henry Vane Tempest, in a splendid frame, to the Exchange 
Cofiee-room at Sunderland. 

1813 (Aug. 9 J, — About six o'clock in the evening, a fire broke 
out in the paper-hanging manufactory of Messrs. Goodlad and Co.> 
situated in & yard opposite the Cross-house, in Westgate-stree^ 
Newcastle. This manufactory occupied part of the second story, 
and all the upper part of the building, and, with its contents, was 
entirely consumed. Considerable damage was sustained in the 
stable and warehouses of Mr. R. Pearson, drysalter, which were 
on the ground floor in the same building, and to whom the pre- 
mises belonged. Mr. Hodgson, a coach-maker, whose work-^op 
was in the second story, also suffered considerable loss. 

August 27. — As the workmen of Messrs. Hawks and Co. were 
trying some new ordnance, they, by some accident, missed their 
intended mark, and the ball went over into Gateshead, struck the 
stone in front of Mr. Roddam's house, broke eleven panes of glass, 
and fell into the street without other mischief. 

September 1. — Died, at Heddon-on-the-Wall, Mrs. Ann Ruther- 
ford, aged 102 years. 

September 2. — An ingenious and highly interesting experiment 
was performed in the presence of a vast concourse oi spectatora» 
on the railway leading from the collieries of Kenton and Coxlodge^ 
near Newcastle, by the application of a steam-engine, constructed 
by Messrs. Fenton, Murray, and Wood, of Leeds, under the direc- 
tion of Mr. John Blenkinsop, the patentee, for the purpose of 
drawing the coal waggons. About one o'clock the new invention 
was set a-going, having attached to it sixteen chaldron waggons 
loaded with coals, each waggon with its contents weighing four 
tons or thereabouts, making altogether an aggregate weight little 
short of seventy tons. Upon perfectly level road, the machine so 
charged, it was computed, would travel at the rate of three and a 
half miles per hour, but in the present instance its speed was short 
of that, owing, no doubt, to some partial ascents in the railway. 
Under all the circumstances, it was very highly approved of, and its 
complete success anticipated. Afler the experiment was finished, 
a large party of gentlemen connected with coal-mining partook of 
an excellent dinner provided at the Grand Stand for die occasion, 
when the afternoon was spent in the most agreeable and convivial 
manner. 

September 21.— Died, at South Shields, Mr. William Bell, mil- 
ler, aged 100 years. 

September 28 The Hall Pit at Fatfield colliery, in the pariah 

of Chester-le-Street, fired from the foul air, and thirty-two men 
and boys were killed. 

October 6. — The Rev. John Hodgson presented to the Anti- 
quarian Society of Newcastle a copper coin of Egfrith, king of 
Northumberland, called a styca. This coin is of great rarity, so 
much so, that, according to Pinkerton, it is upwards of 150 yeara 
earlier than any other Saxo-Northumbrian coin known to •be in 
existence. A small vessel of red earthenware, containing several 
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of these coins, was found in the chapel-yard of Heworth, in the 
county of Durham. The same gentleman afterwards presented 
the vessel to the above society. 

ISIS fOd. 10 J. — An elegant new Methodist chapel, on the New 
Road, Newcastle, was opened for divine service, and collections 
were made towards the building, amounting to nearly £90. Part 
of this building was afterwards used as a granary, but the whole 
building is now again used as a place of worship. 

OctM)er 18. — Died, in Newcastle, aged 55 years, Mr. Isaac 
Gamer, printer. He was the author of many poetical pieces of 
considerable merit, which appeared in different journals, among 
which are << The Hind^ or a Voyage to the West Indies^' « The 
Splendid Guinecif" << Sonnet to Ae Rainbow^*' Sfc. These pieces 
particularly attracted public notice. 

November 3. — The members of the Antiquarian Society of New- 
castle, established under the patronage of his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, held their first meeting in apartments in the old 
castle of that town, which were neatly fitted up for their reception. 

November 11. — Died, at Collingwood Main, near North Shields, 
Mrs. Richardson, aged 104 years. She retained all her faculties 
to within a few weeks of her death. 

November 15, and the following day, the Northumberland mili- 
tia passed through Newcastle, on its route to Scotland. The van 
division of the regiment, which was headed by lieut.-colonel Coul- 
son, was, on its entrance into the town, greeted with a salute of 
guns from the old castle, the bells of St. Nicholas' church rang a 
peal, and every demonstration of joy was displayed, in compliment 
to the <' Lads of the TyneV The crowds of people assembled to 
meet them were immense Dean-street was completely blocked as 
they marched up. The regiment had not been in Newcastle for 
upwards often years. June 24th, 1814, this regiment was disem- 
bodied at Alnwick ; they had been in actual service upwards of 
eleven years. 

Nooember 20. — An alarming fire broke out in a building adjoin- 
ing the Rev. Mr. Pringle's new chapel, in Clavering-place, in New- 
castle. The fire began in a room, which was used as a work-place 
by the joiner who was employed on the premises ; but its origin 
could not be accounted for, as he had carefully watered out his 
fire at four o*clock, and another person who looked into the room 
about eight, found it perfectly dark. The building was entirely 
consumed, with its contents, among which was a valuable library 
belonging to the society. By great exertions, the chapel and the 
neighbouring houses were saved from conflagration. An extensive 
library in Mr. Cuthbert's house adjoining was greatly injured, and 
at one time the fire had caught the roof of the chapel. 

November22, — Edward Moises, aged 16 years, only son of the Rev. 
Edward Moises, M.A., and Christopher Hesleton, aged 17 years, 
were unfortunately drowned in the new water pond on the Town- 
moor, Newcastle, from the ice giving way, whilst skaiting upon it. 
There is a neat mural monument to the memory of the former put 
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up in the vestibule of All Saints' church, into which is introduced 
his watch, still remaining at the time when it was stopped by the 
water. 

1813 (Nw. 29 J, — Sunderland was illuminated three higfats, to 
commemorate the glorious news of Holland and Hanover being 
free. On the above night, the town shone uncommonly brilliant, 
when were displayed numerous devices and transparencies of 
« Orange Boven," " Wellington," &c. &c. The only draw- 
back to the general joy was the fury of the lower orders towards 
that very peaceable sect, the Friends, who would not light up, 
and numerous were the squares of glass that were broken ea^ 
night: one person of that persuasion had every square of glass in 
his house broken, and at one time several empty tar-barrels were 
in a blaze before his shop and house, to the great terror of the in- 
mates. 

December 15. — ^In celebration of Lord Algernon Percy having 
attained his 21st year, the bells of the different churches in New- 
castle were rung through the day. The morning was ushered in 
at North Shields by a discharge of 21 guns in the Market-place. 
At noon, the Percy volunteer cavalry, commanded by Captain 
Coward, paraded in the Market-place, and fired a. feu dejoie^ which 
was returned by a round of 21 guns. At sun-set another discharge 
of 21 guns took place, afler which there was a grand dinner at Mrs. 
Carr*8, the Northumberland arms inn ; William Linskill, esq. in the 
chair. This young nobleman was at this time serving his country 
in the royal navy, stationed in the Mediterranean sea. 

December 22. — There was a grand dinner at the Assembly-rooms 
in Newcastle, in commemoration of the deliverance of Holland from 
French oppression, and of the series of brilliant successes which 
had attended the arms of England and those of her allies. About 
six o'clock the company, consisting of two hundred, sat down to 
dinner, the right worshipful the mayor of Newcastle in the chair. 
Amongst the company present were the earl of Strathmore, Sir J. 
£. Swinburne, Sir Thomas Liddell, and Sir Charles Loraine, barts. ; 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M. P., Major-general Fuller, the High-she- 
riffs of Northumberland and Durham, Archibald Reed, esq., Tho- 
mas Gibson, esq., &c. &c. The outside of the building was literally 
covered with variegated lamps, with the words << Orange Bo yen" 
in gilt letters. A transparency of the " Dutch Night-mare" repre- 
senting Buonaparte asleep in his tent, with a huge Dutchman 
seated upon his breast, smoking his pipe, excited considerable cu- 
riosity. 

December 24. — About half-past one o'clock on the morning, an 
explosion took place in Felling colliery, by which twenty-two per- 
sons were hurried into eternity, several others severely burnt, and 
all the under-groimd horses but one destroyed, llie accident oc- 
curred at the time of calling course, or when one set of men were 
relieving another. Several of the morning shifl men were stand- 
ing round the mouth of the pit, waiting to go down, when the 
blast occurred, and the part who had just descended met it soon 
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after they had reached the bottom of the shaft ; these were most 
miserably burnt and maneled. Among the mifortunate suffierera 
were the two overmen of the colliery, Mr. William Haswell and 
Mr. Thomas Morrows, and two of the deputies, Mr. Robert Stoves 
and Mr. Martin Greener. Some of the men left large families. 

181S. — This year, a society was instituted at Sunderland for the 
prevention of accidents in coal mines. 

The church of Elwick, in the county of Durham, dedicated to 
St. Peter, was this year considerably repaired, and the leaden roof 
exchanged for slate. It is a picturesque, grey structure, with a 
low massy tower and buttresses. 

This year, died, at Bamardcastle, Hugh Maclaine, aged 104 
years. 

1814 (Jan. 15^.— The frost was so intense, that the river Tyne,, 
at Newcastle, was completely frozen over. The temptation to in- 
dulge in skaiting was not to be resisted ; and on the above day 
(Saturday) a Dutch seaman put the strength of the ice to the test, 
by passing over it with beef bones tied to the soles of his shoes, 
and a long pole of wood in his hand, that in case the ice had broken 
under him, he might have supported himself with the pole until 
assistance had been afforded him. Numbers soon afterwards ven- 
tured upon it, and the next day, notwithstanding it snowed very 
hard almost the whole time, the skaiters were numerous, and con- 
tinued their diversion till the evening. On the Monday and Tues- 
day, the ice having been swept by the keelmen, who, by this means, 
endeavoured to raise a little money to maintain themselves whilst 
laid off work by tlie frost, the number of people who ventured upon 
the ice was very great, and even ladies graced the scene with their 
presence. The skaiters were very numerous, and amongst those 
who delighted the spectators by their grace and expertness in this 
most elegant exercise, were particularly noticed Cuthbert Ellison, 
esq., M. P. for Newcastle, and Messrs. Gibson, Home, Bigge, 
Smith, &c. The ice, after these two days, was covered with such 
a quantity of snow as to render skaiting impracticable. The snow 
being reduced by a quantity of rain which fell, became afterwards 
so frozen as to present once more an uncommonly thick surface of 
ice. Of this opportunity numbers availed themselves ; the river, 
for several days, continued to be covered with crowds of people, 
amusing themselves in different ways upon its surface. Several 
booths were erected upon the ice, for the sale of spirituous liquors, 
and some fires kindled. The immense thickness of the ice removing 
all fear of danger, numerous parties, of all ages, ranks, and sexes, 
were to be seen in every direction, perambulating over its glassy 
surface, and enjoying the novelty of the scene. Several races took 
place, both with and without skates, for prizes consisting princh- 
ysHly of different pieces of wearing apparel, as hats, stockings, &c^ 
but in one instance, of the substantial comfort of a leg of mutton ! 
These afforded great amusement. On other parts of the ice, par- 
ties might be seen playing at foot-ball, quoits, &C., and in other 
directions, fruit and cake sellers, fiddlers, pipers, raasor-grinders. 
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recruiting parties^ &c^ were to be met with. In short, the whole 
scene more resembled a country wake or fair, or a race-ground, 
than any thing else to which it could be compared. From the 
brilliancy of the moon, which was then full, the sports were conti- 
nued each night to a late hour. Another partial thaw took place, 
but a very sharp frost succeeding, the same scenes and amusements 
were renewed. On one day, a horse and a sledse were upon the 
ice, and on another, a horse and a ff ig. Both getUng on ana off the 
ice was attended with some difficulty, the edges being so broken 
by the rising and falling of the tide. Gangwajrs were laid down 
at different places, to remedy this inconvenience, and a toU being 
exacted from every person who passed over, became a source of re- 
venue for those persons who were laid off employment by the frost. 
Each gangway was attended by four men, who were changed every 
day. The average thickness of the ice was stated at about ten 
inches ; in some places there was a double ice. The sheet which 
admitted of skaiting extended from Redheugh to the Glass-house 
bridge. The navigation of the river was completely dosed, as far 
down as St. Peter's Quay. The ice finally broke up on Sunday 
the 6th of February. 

1814 CFdf. 8 J, — Died, at Tweedmouth, James Robinson, com* 
monly called Jemmy Dumps, aged 94 years, an eccentric character* 
He was a drum-major at the battle of l^eston, in 1746, and was 
highly offended when told that he ran away on that day. He 
earned his livelihood by leading coals and sand, and attending to 
fiurmers' carts, on the High-street at Berwick. He slept in the 
same apartment with his asses, and had not lain on a bed for 
twenty-two years. 

The beginning of this month, two swords were found at Ewait 
Park, near Wooler ; they seemed to be a compound of brass and 
copper, the handles quite wasted by time. Tliey were twenty-one 
inches long from the handle to the point. They were found in a 
perpendicular position, as if stuck down on purpose. One of them 
was presented to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, by Mrs. 
St. Paul, of Ewart Park. 

Fdyruary 20. — Died, at Polam Farm, near Darlington, John 
Yarrow, aged 110 years. He was a native of Mason Dinnineton, 
in Northumberland ; was a servant to a farmer near North Shields, 
in 1715 ; and remembered assisting at the plough when the con- 
stables went into the field, and demanded the horses to convey 
military stores in the rebellion. He was able, the preceding sum- 
mer, to cut turf in a field, as well as to attend to many domestic 
and nu*al occupations ; his diet chiefly consisted of bread, milk, and 
cheese. 

February 23. — Died, at Capheaton Clock-mill, Mrs. Margaret 
Tours, aged 104 years. 

February 28. — Died, in Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, Mrs. Mary 
Taylor, aged 103 years. She possessed all her faculties to the last 
moment, and walked about on the morning of her death. 

March 6w— As the sexton was digging a grave on the north aide 



A. D. 1814.] mSMARKABLS fiVBKTfl. 79 

of Chatton church, he found a stone coffin about ten hiches below 
the surface. It was securely and neatly covered with three stones. 
In the coffin were the remains of a human body. The skull was 
nearly perfect, and the teeth of the upper jaw were a full set ; the 
thigh bone measured eighteen inches ; but the skull was nearly full 
of water. The earth being carefully examined, one of Robert 
Bruce's silver pennies itas found, also a steel spur, and several re- 
lics of ornamental brass ^d iron work, supposed to be the remains 
of the helmet of the warrior who had been interred in the coffin. 

1814 (March 12J. — As some labourers were at work on the 
summit of a green hill, in the farm of Old Earle, near Wooler, they 
struck into a complete urn of baked clay, unglazed, inverted on a 
flat stone, a little inclined. Some fragments of a human skull, and 
other bones, in a sound dry state, and a thin piece of flint, were 
found under the urn. The small end of the urn was not a foot 
below the surface, with a few stones remaining over it. 

April 5. — An explosion took place in Howdon Pit, Percy Main 
colliery, when four human beings lost their lives. 

April I4 — Died, at Bamardcastle, aged 82 years, William 
Hutchinson, esq., F. 8. A., clerk of the lieutenancy of the county of 
Durham, whose death was preceded only two or three days by that 
of his wife, aged 78 years ; they were both interred in the same 
grave. Mr. Hutchinson had distinguished himself by the publica- 
tion of three county histories. 1. '< A View cf Normumber- 
iandy with an JBxcurtian to the Alhey &f MaUross^ in Scotland^ 
1776, 1778, 2 voU. 4Ai. 2. " The History and Antiguiiies cf the 
County Palatine of Durham^* 1785, 1787, 1794, 8 vole. 4ito. 9. 
** The History of me Couniy of Cumberland, and some places ad" 
jacent, Sfc. S^Cy* 1794, 2 vols, ito. He also published << An ExcwT" 
sion to the Lakes in Cumberland and Westmorlandy" 1776, SvoJ" 
** The Spirit of Masonry,** 12mo., and various dramatic and mis- 
cellaneous works. There is a small portrait of Mr. Hutchinson on 
the title page of the Spirit of Masonry, also on the same plate with 
that of George Allan, esq., of the Grange, F. S. A., which forms the 
frontispiece of the 8th volume of Nichols' Literary Anecdotes. 
Seepage 3, May 18, 1800. 
Apfil 9. — ^Died, at Sunderland, Mary Pearson, ^ed 101 years. 
April 13. — The city of Durham was elegantly illuminated on 
account of the news of the surrender of Paris to the Allies. On 
the morning, a great number of red, white, and orange flags were 
hoisted out of the windows in the different streets, which had a very 
good effect. The signal for lighting was given by the bells of the 
cathedral, and all the other churches beginning a merry peal at 
eight o*clock, and in a short time after, the whole city and suburbs 
were apparently in a blaze. The fountain in the college was taste- 
fully decorated with coloured lamps, &c., as was also the town-hall. 
The many transparencies and devices which were exhibited at the 
principal houses, showed an uncommon degree of taste. An effigy 
of Buonaparte, mounted on an old horse, was carried through the 
streets, and at length brought to the market-place and committed 
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to the flafnes. A band of music paraded the streets, playing seve- 
ral martial airs, which added much to the hilarity of th^ evening. 

1814< (May I J, — The petitions to parliament from Newcastle, 

against any alteration in the com laws, were transmitted to the 

members of parliament for that town. They were signed in the 

. course of three days by 11,500 persons, and filled ninety skins of 

parchment. 

May 3. — The foundation stone of the Independent chapel in 
Chester-le-Street, was laid by the .Rev. Ralph Davison, of the 
Postern chapel, in Newcastle, when, at the same time, he delivered 
an appropriate address to an attentive audience. 

May 9. — Samuel Walker Parker, esq., entertained a larse par^ 
to supper, &C., at his house at Low Elswick, near NewcasUe. The 
Shot Tower was illuminated both inside and out with coloured 
lamps ; round the gaUeries, &c., on the outside, and placed at inter- 
vals quite up the winding staircase in the inside ; the tout ensemble 
had a fine efiect. A considerable quantity of excellent fire-works 
was discharged on the field behind the works, and considerably 
heightened Uie pleasure of the scene. The Shot Tower was also 
illuminated, and had a flag flying on the following evening, and 
looked particularly well firom Newcastle-bridge. 

May 10. — Having been fixed for the illumination of Newcastle, 
on account of the peace of Europe, it was a day of general joy, and 
the town was crowded with strangers. Precisely at twelve o'clock 
the Right Worshipful Thomas Smith, esq., mayor, the recorder^ 
aldermen, sheriff, town-clerk, and the other officers of the body cor- 
porate, attended by the stewards, and a numerous company of the 
free burgesses, went in procession from the Guildhall to the West- 
eate, to lay the foundation stone of a new hospital for indigent 
freemen and their widows. Upon the procession coming in view 
of the castle, a salute of twenty-one guns was fired, which was re- 
turned by loud cheerings in the open area fronting St. Nicholas' 
church. The procession then moved forward to the site of the 
building, and the arrangements having been previously made, the 
town-clerk read the inscription engraved upon a plate of brass, 
which being deposited, the mayor laid the foundation stone in due 
form, and then standing upon it, congratulated the immense assem- 
blage of spectators on the combination of charity and public happi- 
ness in the business of the day. Mr. Joseph Clark then followed, 
and after a neat speech, proposed that the building should be called 
'< TTie Peace and Unity HospUnV This was agreed to, and loudly 
cheered. The procession then returned in form to the Guildhall, 
where it separated. At half-past eight o'clock in the evening, the 
signal for illuminating was given by a gun from the castle, and the 
town was presently in a blaze of light. Never before was such an 
illumination seen in Newcastle. Ihe weather also was favourable, 
dark, dry, and calm ; and though the streets were crowded to ex- 
cess, through the precautions taken by tlic mayor, all disorder was 
avoided ; not a gun was fired nor a squib let off. Many peradns 
wore white cockades ; the number of variegated lamps was very 
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great, and probably the devices, serious and humourous, exceeded 
four hundred. At twelve o'clock a gun from the castle, announced 
that the time for extinguishing the lights had arrived, when in a 
few short fleeting moments ^* all was darkJ^ Not less than be- 
tween forty and fifly thousand people were in the streets, many of 
them from a great distance. It seemed rather strange to see the 
Durham and Sunderland coaches, and Shields boats leaving New- 
castle at eleven and twelve o'clock at night. 

1814 (May \2). — North Shields was most brilliantly illuminated 
in honour of the peace. 

Illuminations and other rejoicings took place at South Shields, at 
Berwick, Belford, Darlington, Stockton, Sunderland, and the other 
towns in Northumberland and Durham ; each town vieing with the 
other in testifying their loyalty by various elegant transparencies 
and mottoes. 

May 14. — Mr. Edward Wiggan, farmer, near Bedlington, was 
arrested in Newcastle, for a small debt, and safely lodged in gaol. 
At the time of his arrest, he declared that he would not long be in 
confinement, and on the 17th he made the following desperate at- 
tempt at escape ; whilst walking with the other debtors on the top 
of the prison, he mounted the parapet of the gaol next to Gallow- 
gate, where the wall was fifty feet high, and leapt off in the hope of 
reaching a dunghill which lay about five yards from the wall of the 
prison. He succeeded in reaching the outer edge of the dunghill, 
in which he sunk up to his knees, and it was perhaps owing to this 
circumstance that none of his bones were broken by the fall, but 
he was so dreadfully shaken, that on taking hun up, no hopes were 
entertained of his recovery. He finally surmounted the injury. 

May 19. — The Tyne Steam Packet, the first built upon that 
river for the conveyance of passengers, &c., between Newcastle 
and Shields, commenced its course. Being ascension day, it joined 
the procession of barges, &c., and was a great novelty. It was 
afterwards named " The Perseverance." There are now (1831) 
upwards of thirty steam packets plying upon this river. 

May 31. — The Society of Arts presented a gold medal to Mr. 
Edward Backhouse, of Darlington, for planting 363,600 larches on 
waste land. 

Same day, the Society of Arts presented a silver medal and ten 
guineas to Mr. William Martin, of Wallsend, Northumberland, for 
his invention of a spring weighing machine. This very ingenious 
and self-taught mechanic was born at the Tow House, near Halt- 
whistle, in Northumberland, and is the brother of Mr. John Martin, 
the celebrated painter and engraver, and also of Jonathan Martin, 
who is of considerable notoriety for having set fire to York Cathe- 
dral. Mr. William Martin claims the original invention of the 
safety lamp ; he has also made various models of bridges, railways, 
&C., &c., vtrhich prove him to be possessed of great mechanical m- 
genuity. In the year 1821, he published " A New System of No- 
turcd Philosophy, on the Principle of Perpetual Motion,' with a 
portrait, 8vo. This very curious work, in which he refutes Sir 
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base Newtoo'g Philosophy, is replete with visions, dreams, rob- 
beries, &c., Scc^ This variously talented man has engraved several 
c<^per plates, among whicti arc a flash bank note — the plate* to 
illustrate the life of his brother Jonathan, vrhich the latter hawked 
about for sale, also portraits of himself, views of Yorit Cathedral 
done at\er the fire, and various others, and is at present (1831) en- 
^ged In engraving on steel. He is also a Poet/ and has puMiahed 
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" A New Philoaophictd Song or Poem Book, coiled tke I/orikwm 
berland Bard, or t/te DaumfaU of aU fatte PHUoaepAg," 1887, 8v& 
He has repeatedly lectured in Newcastle and the neighbouring 
towns and villages, on ku own tyitem of Natural Pbilosopbj. Is 
June 1830, he undertook-a lecturinff tour through EnffioMd, aad 
returned in the summer of the following year, and he sayi with 
success, nobody daring to defend the Newtonian system. !■ 
August 1831, he sent by post a large packet, containing aix or 
eight sheets of paper very closely writteOi to Baron Brougbam^ 
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lord high chancellor of England, explaining to his lordship the 
Marimian syHem of Naturtd Phitosopiiy ! on the perusal of which, 
he is confident that his lordship will take such measures as to 
cause the new system to be universally adopted. Mr. Martin is a 
writer upon almost eoery sutjeoty which has drawn forth attacks from 
numerous anonjrmous scribblers ; these he treats with great con 
tempt, always boldly signing himself *' William Martin, Nat. Phil, and 
Poet.'* The above portrait is copied from the engraving done from 
Mr. Parker's painting of this philosopher. 

1814 (May). — Died, at Ovingham, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Johnson, aged 100 years. 

June 2. — The skeleton 6f a man was fomid at the depth of thirty 
fathoms, in an old coal pit at Chirton, near North Shields. The 
discovery excited much curiosity. The duke of Argyle,* who re- 
sided at Chirton, in the reign of William 111., built a small house 
of undressed stone, in a shrubberV) which was afterwards converted 
into a brotheU and remained there until the present proprietor 
came to the estate, who immediately pulled it down. About the 
year 1784, a young sea-faring man disappeared, and was never 
more heard of. One of the nymphs of this house, vulgarly called 
Chishet Holly remembered a young man being rudely taken away 
from her by three men on the Newcastle road, and he was suppos-' 
ed to be thrown down the pit near the house. The pit was then 
being filled up by order of the owners ; the rubbish had filled it 
to within about thirty or forty fathoms of the top. The workmen 
proceeded and entirely closed it. The owners of Collingwood Main 
havinff occasion for a shaft there, caused the rubbish to be cleared 
out, in doing which, the skeleton was discovered. Several of the 
ribs were broken. The soles of the shoes were very perfect ^ 

Jtme 20. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Ann Corby, aged 105 
years, who, till within a year of her death, earned her subsistence 
by selling vegetables. She retained her mental faculties till her 
death. 

June 25. — At noon the right worshipful the mayor of New- 
castle, attended by the other officers of the corporation, and 
preceded by the mace, sword of state, &c, and trumpeters, walk- 
ed in procession from the Guildhall to proclaim the peace, which 
was done by the town-marshal, upon the SandhiU, and afterwards 
in the Wheat-market, in Newgate-street, and in the Castle-garth. 
The procession was loudly cheered by the populace, and saluted 
by a oischarge of guns from the castle, and peals of bells from St. 
Nicholas' church. 

This month, died, at North Shields, Mr. William Robson, aged 
101 years. 

July 20. — South Shields was visited by a tremendous thunder 
storm, which occasioned considerable dainage. The electric fluid 
entered the house of Mr. Oliver, in Albion-street, and passed along 
the bell-wires into two or three rooms, in one of which a bedstead, 
bedding, &c. were literally burnt to ashes, but fortunately the 

• See September 3d, 1810, page 58. 
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fire was extinguished without doing further harm; The dwelling- 
house of Mr. Hodge, adjoining Mr. Oliver's, was also much injured, 
several of the chimnies were thrown down, and the roof consider- 
ably damaged. Happily no part of either family received the 
slightest injury. A person in Mrs. Errington's, the Black Bull 
public house, high end of the town, was struck during the storm, 
but not materially hurt, at the same time, the | clock in that room 
was very much shattered. 

1814 (July), — A set of fifteen gold beads, on a bar 
of metal, of which the annexed wood cut is a repre- 
sentation, were found under a cairn on Chesterhope 
Common, in the manor of Redesdale, in Northumber- 
land. They were presented to the Antiquarian Society 
of Newcastle, by his grace the late duke of Northum- 
berland. 

July 28. — Between two and three o'clock in the 
afternoon, whilst the atmosphere was obscured by a 
dense fog, the town and vicinity of North Shields was 
visited by a violent storm of thunder and lightning. 
In its commencement the thunder rolled with awful 
grandeur until it nearly attained its climax, when the 
hearing became suddenly stunned by a tremendous 
crash. The lightning struck the house of Mrs. Wil- 
kinson, the Bull Ring inn, broke several tiles, descend- 
ed from the upper story to the next, forced out a 
number of bricks, damaged the window boards, entered 
the apartment beneath, and broke a bullion square of 
glass in the shop window of an anchor-smith aajoining. 
The grandson of Mrs. Wilkmson was slightly struck by 
the electric fluid and much terrified ; when fears be- 
ing entertained on account of the servant who had 
been employed in the upper story, some persons pro- 
ceeded to the spot, when they were much shocked on 
finding the poor girl sadly scorched on her side and 
neck, her voice was enfeebled, and her clothes were 
considerably burnt and her pockets torn off. She 
eventually recovered. The lightning also struck and 
materially injured the warehouse of Messrs. Coward 
and Johnson, from whence directing its course to the 
house of Mrs. Wealands adjoining, it entered a clock 
which stood at the head of the staircase, and which it 
shivered to fragments, leaving the metal work unin- 
jured ; proceeding from the clock, the lightning burst 
the door frame near which Mrs. W. was standing, 
threw the opposite door off the hinges, and in its descent 
broke the four wooden supporters of a bird cage without 
injuring the bird, or appearing to have even touched 
the wires. The ^lass of the window through which 
it made its final exit was shivered to pieces. Two boats were 
sunk on the south side of the river. During the most considerable 
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part of the night there was lightning and thunder, and the rain 
descended in torrents. 

1814. — In the summer of this year, some workmen discovered, 
on the northern side of the southern peak at Tunstall, near Sun- 
derland, about six feet from the base, a rude sepulchre, formed of 
common lime-stones, and covered with the same materials. On 
the floor were deposited the fragments of three urns, of very rude 
and inelegant form, ornamented with zigzag ; and all of them con- 
taining a rich dark mould, in which were interspersed small frag- 
ments of bone, and some human teeth. 

Augttst 10. — A grand masonic procession took place in Newcastle, 
on account of the union of the Athol with St. Nicholas' lodge. 
There were about 600 in the procession, amongst whom were Sir 
J. E. Swinburne, bart., P. G. M., Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., M. P., 
Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M. P., William Loraine, esq., Isaac Cook- 
son, esq., the Rev. .John ColUnson, rector of Gateshead, the Rev. 
Mr. Wasney, &c In consequence of the vicar of Newcastle having 
refused the use of St. Nicholas' church, the procession marched to 
Gateshead church, where they heard divine service, after which 
£112. I6s, lOd, was collected for the benefit of the Infirmary. 
214 of the brethren afterwards dined at the Turk's Head inn. 

Augu9t 12. — A melancholy accident happened at Hebbum 'Col- 
liery, near Newcastle. Elias Mould, under-viewer, had descended 
one of the pits, with the deputies and overmen, to change the 
course of the air for ventilation, when the pit fired, and himself 
and ten others were unfortunately burnt to death. 

4uffust 14. — Died, in Parliament-place, Westminster, Edward 
Hussey Delaval, esq., of Doddington, in Northumberland, aged 85 
years. Mr. Delaval was a man of very distinguished genius and 
merit. He was M. A. and Fellow of Pembroke-hall, Cambridge, 
and an excellent classical scholar. Chemistry and experimental 
philosophy were his favourite pursuits. In 1759, he was elected 
a member of the Royal Society, and in 1765 was complimented 
with their gold medal, for a paper which he read to that illustrious 
body. The Literary and Philosophical Society of Manchester also 
voted him their gold medal for his philosophical researches ; and 
the Royal Societies of Upsal and Gottingen, and the Institute of 
Bologna, unsolicited, enrolled him amongst their members. Mr. 
Delaval corresponded, and was in habits of intimacy, with most of 
the scientific characters of his day. 

Attgust 25. — There were upwards of 10,000 salmon in Ber- 
wick market, which had been caught in the river Tweed. 

September 8. — Died, in London, Mr. Thomas Spence, a native 
of Newcastle, author of several curious political works. Mr. S. 
devised and published a plan by which all human kind could be 
provided with sustenance without pauperism. In 1801, he under- 
went a state prosecution, was convicted, and endured a year's in- 
carceration, and was also subjected to a fine, of which he ever after 
boasted, and used to say it would be the means of one day usher- 
ing his doctrines into universal notice. His remains were attended 
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by a numerous throng of political admirers. Appropriate medal- 
lions were di8tributed> and a pair of scales preceded his body, in- 
dicative of the justice of his views. One of his friends made an 
oration over his grave illustrative of his public and private quali- 
ties. Upon Mr. Spence's principles a sect was founded, odled 
« The Spenceans." 

1814 (SepU 9 J, — An explosion took place in theLeafielQcoUteiy, 
in the parish of Chester-le-Streety which killed four men, and much 
injurea five others. 

September 10. — The first number of the Durham County Adrer- 
tiser was published in Durham, under the firm of Francis Humble 
and Co. This was originally <* The Newcastle Advertiser," and, 
after having had various owners, it was removed to Durham, It ia 
at present published by Mr. Francis Humble. See OeL 18, 1788, 
voL i. page 348. 

Sq}tember 20. — A grand musical festival commenced at New- 
castle, which continued for three days. The performancea con- 
sisted of three grand oratorios in St. Nicholas* church, and three 
miscellaneous concerts in the theatre. On the last day there wa« 
between 2,000 and 3,000 persons at the church, and the theatre 
was crowded to excess. The receipts exceeded £2,300 ; one-fifth 
was given to the Infirmary. Every one who partook of the mental 
treat expressed the utmost satisfaction at the wonderful powera of 
Madam Catalani and Mr. Braham. 

October 8. — About three oclock on the morning, a fire waa 
discovered in the farm-yard of Mr. Ralph Atkinson, of South 
Gosforth, near Newcastle, which destroyed the whole of the bay, 
amounting to about 150 tons, together with eleven com-stacka. 
The fire was supposed to have originated from the heat of the hay- 
stacks. The thrashing machine was also much damaged by the fire. 

October 22. — An inquest was held at Bishop wearmouth Pans on 
the body of Margaret Poole, who had poisoned herself by pur- 
posely taking a large quantity of laudanam. The coroner's verdict 
was *' Feh de scy' and in consequence she was buried in the public 
highway, on the 24th, in the presence of a great concourse <^ 
spectators. 

Oct 28. — Died, at Cleasby, near Darlington, Ann Donnel, aged 
105 years. 

November 8. — A new bridge built over the river Till, near Red 
Scar, in Northumberland, fell down with a tremendous crash. The 
architect, who was below removing some props, was unfortunately 
killed, being buried in the ruins. 

November 11. — Died, in the Manor Chare, Newcastle, Mr. Wil- 
liam Middleton, aged 101 years. 

November 27 — Died, at Percy Main, near North Shields, Mrs. 
Mary Tulip, spinster, aged 100 years. 

December 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mary Porch, aged 100 years. 

December 10. — Died, at his house in Somerset-street, Portman- 
square, London, in the 81st year of his age, the Rev. Dr. Scott, 
rector of Simonbum, in Northumberland. This very popular divine 



A. D 1814.] REMARKABLE EVENTS* 87 

was a native of Leeds. He published ten Occasional Sermons, 
also three Seatonian Prize Poems, &c., which exalt him high as a 
poet. As a public speaker he had scarce an equal, and his com- 
positions were of the most elegant kind. 

1814 (Dec, 16^. — A great hurricane commenced about sun-rise, 
and continued through the whole day, which did great damage to 
Newcastle and the neighbourhood. About eight yards of the 
parapet wall, which surrounds the roof of All Saints' church, was 
blown into Silver-street ; and a large stone urn was blown from 
the steeple, and fell at the head of the Butchers* Bank. A window 
also of that church, one of St. Nicholas*, and one of Hanover- 
square chapel, were blown in. Stacks of chimnies in the houses of 
George Waldie, esq., S. W. Parker, esq., Dr. Headlam, Mr. Turner, 
Mr. Anderson, Mr. Bell, and many others, were Uown down, and 
falling on the roo&, completely destroyed them. A house belong- 
ing to Mr. Charles Turner, in Pilgrim-street, had the roof and two 
upper stories entirely destroyed. The hieh brick wall that en- 
closed Mr. Croser's garden, at the Shield-field, was blown down 
into the lane. The niry of the tempest was most conspicuous in 
the vicinity of the river Tjrne, which, swelled by the rains, came 
rolling down like a sea, and beating with fury against the bridge, 
the spray was carried forward by the wind into the lower parts of 
the town, where it fell with all the effect of a shower of rain. The 
ships at the Quay were obliged to strike their topgallant-masts^ 
and not a boat durst venture on the river. A ssulor was blown 
from the mast of a vessel at the Quay, and, falling on the deck, 
was killed on the spot. Two wherries were upset on the river, 
from both of which the people were saved. Another, laden with 
cinders, was swamped near the Close. Several keels were also 
swamped, and the crews of several which were overtaken on their 
passage by the storm, were obliged to throw the greatest pert of 
their coals overboard, to save themselves from sinking. Carr*s-hill 
and Grateshead-fell, from their exposed situations, particularly felt the 
effects of the storm. A great part of Jarrow church was unroofed, 
and many yards of a high garden wall at Westoe, belonging to 
William Ingham, esq., was blown down. The same gentleman had 
a hay-stack thrown down and scattered by the wind in all direc- 
tions. Many other stacks shared the same fate, and several trees 
were torn up by the roots. At North Shields, several houses were 
unroofed, and numerous chimnies, walls, &c. were blown down. 
Many keels and wherries were sunk, and a keel belonging to 
Messrs. Nichol and Ludlow was crushed to pieces. One man 
fell from a keel near the 'New Quay, and was drowned in the sight 
of several persons, who could render him no assistance. A keel 
was driven out to sea with its crew on board, who, afler great exer- 
tions, happily succeeded in reaching Holy Island in safety. A 
garden brick wall, thirty yards loi^, near Bedford-street, with the 
miit trees, was laid fiat, almost m a mass. At Durham and the 
vicinity much damiwe was done. A slack of chimnies in Lord 
Barrington*s house, m the College, being Uown down, fell upon 



88 HISTORICAL RKOISTBR OF [A« D. ISliL 

the roof, through which it penetrated into the best lodging-room, 
destroying the bed, and forcing its way into the drawing-room be- 
low. Another stack of chimnies fell from the house oi Dr. Gray 
into the College. At the new school in Clajrpath, large slates were 
blown to a distance of sixty yards : no person received any injury. 
At Sunderland, the gale blew with indescribable fury. About one 
o'clock, a garden wall, on the east side of Nile-street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, was blown down, and Mr. George Cameron, a very respect- 
able master mason, of Sunderland, who was passing by at the time, 
was so severely wounded on the head, that he only survived three 
hours. The bricks flew with such violence across the street as to 
break several squares of glass in the houses on the opposite side. 
Several houses in Sunderland and the neighbourhood were entirely 
unroofed, and numbers were partially so. 

1814. — Henry CoUingwood Selby, esq., of Swansfield-house, near 
Alnwick, has erected, on a commanding eminence called the Camp- 
hill, a little to the south of his mansion, an elegant stone column, to 
commemorate the victorious efforts of Britain and her allies, during 
the late war, and the restoration of peace to Europe, in the above 
year. On the square tablets of the four sides are suitable inscrip- 
tions. 

A handsome cross was this year erected at Corbridge, at the 
expense of the late duke of Northumberland. In 1809, the old 
cross was taken down, and was in the possession of the late George 
Anderson, esq. of Newcastle, who placed it in the Nun*s Field, be- 
hind his house ; but in 1828, when this piece of ground was thrown 
open to the public, it was a^in taken down. 

The spire of Potter-gate Tower in Alnwick, was this year taken 
down, by order of the chamberlains and common council of the 
borough. It bore a striking resemblance to the steeple of St. Ni- 
cholas* church, in Newcastle. The tower, which was sixty feet in 
height, was erected on the site of the Old Gate, in the year 1768. 

This year, died at Whitley, near North Shields, Eleanor Gibson, 
aged 108 years. 

1815 (Jan. 2 J, — The front of a house situated on the Bank- 
side, in the Castle-garth, Newcastle, tenanted by five families, fell 
down, and its inhabitants were placed in the greatest danger. For- 
tunately, however, a ladder was near the place, by the assistance 
of which, the children were taken out of the upper window from 
their perilous situation. 

January 15. — Died, at Park-house, near Morpeth, Mr. George 
Jewit, dyer and bleacher, in his 100th year. 

January 20. — Died, at South Shields, James Sheriff, seaman, 
aged 100 years. 

January 29. — Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, Mrs. 
Thompson, aged 101 years. 

February 4. — Died, near Hexham, Mrs. Eleanor Charlton, aged 
99 years ; her brother George, died at Birtley, aged lOS years ; 
and James, at Hexham, aged 97 ; and her sister Elizabeth, died at 
Wark, aged 100 years. 
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1815 (Fdi. 4.^.--Died at East Sleekburn, near Morpeth, Mr. 
Stephen Watson, fanner, aged 101 years. 

jkwrdi 5. — The Newcastle petitions &g^^i^t the com bill, were 
this day (Sunday) sent off to London, "niere were three petitions, 
each 60 3rards long, which contained 25,500 signatures, all signed 
within the short space of two days. 

March 6. — Died, in Framwellgate, Durham, Jane Maddison, 
i^ed 100 years. 

March 17. — Died, at Shadforth, near Durham, Mary Paddisoo, 
aged 103 years. 

March 20.^ — ^In the afternoon, a number of misguided persons, 
principally keelmen and casters on the river Wear, assembled in a 
riotous manner near Sunderland, and determined to pull down the 
bridge which had been erected across Galley's Gill, near Bishop* 
wearmouth, for the purpose of conveving the coal-waggons belong- 
ing to Messrs. Nesham and Co. to we staiths below. They then 
proceeded to their work of desUuction ; and having entirely pulled 
down the bridge, set fire to the staiths at the head of the bridge, 
and burnt all the machinery which was erected tliere for the pur- 
pose of convejring the waggons down the inclined plane to the 
spouts, where the coals were put on shipboard without the inter- 
vention of keels. They also pulled down one house, and unroofed 
several others. It continued till a late hour at night, when a party 
of horse arrived from Newcastle, and dispersed the mob. One man 
was killed by some of the fallins timbers striking him. The occa- 
sion of this tumultuous proceeding originated in an idea, that other 
similar staiths were about to be erected upon the Wear, in conse- 
quence of which, there would not be so much emplo3naaent for keel- 
men and casters. The injury done was estimated at £6,000. 

April 6. —Died at Norton, near Stockton, Ann Gumming, aged 
101 years. 

Mc^ 3. — A dreadful accident took place in Heaton Main Col- 
liery, near Newcastle. The workings of the colliery at this time 
were in^ one of the lower seams, at a very great depth, having a 
considerable dip or inclination from one side to the other, the shafts 
being on the lower side. The upper and neighbouring seams had 
formerly been wrought as a colliery, under the name of Heaton 
Banks, by shafts distinct from the present workings, and which 
shafts when the colliery was given up, were covered over with 
boards and earth. In the course of time, these old workings had 
become entirely filled with water, which at about half-past four 
o'clock on the morning of the above day (Wednesday^, broke 
through the roof in the north-west part of the present colliery, at a 
point where the strata are disturbed by a dyke, and inundated the 
woricings. Some of the men who were working near the spot 
where the water forced its entrance, ran immediately to the shafts, 
and happily escaped from the pit. On their way they met Mr. 
Miller, the under viewer, and informed him of what had happened, 
when he ran to give the alArm to the other men, who were work- 
ing in the higher part of the pit, in the hope that they might be 
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able to effect their escape also ; but this, alas ! was nut perniittecL 
The water rushed in with dreadful rapidity, and flowing naturally 
to the lower parts of the workings, soon cut off the only means of 
escape, by closing the lower mouth of the shafts, in which the wa- 
ter soon rose to the depth of nineteen fathoms. Exertions were im- 
mediately made to reach the spot where the men were supposed to 
be, from some other workings, but without success, as the shafts 
of the old workings were choaked up by the earth, &c which 
covered their mouths when deprived of the support of the water, 
having fallen in, dragging after it many trees which had been 
planted in their vicinity. Attempts were made in front of Heaton- 
hall, to endeavour to reach the old workings through a shaft which 
had not fallen in, but these also were unavailing, on account of 
being filled with inflammable air. Three large engines (one of 
ISO horse-power^ were incessantly employed in endeavouring to 
draw the water from the pit, but without effect, as the water in 
the shaft amounted at first to nineteen fathoms, but it subsequently 
gained upon them, from which it appeared that some internal re- 
servoir had burst into the pit. At three o'clock on Thursday, it 
stood at thirty fathoms. During the night the water gained upon 
the engines, notwithstanding they discharged 1,200 gallons per 
minute. The water in the lowest shaft was plumbed early on the 
Friday morning, when it was found to be thirty-three fathoms^ — 
By this catastrophe, 75 persons (41 men and 34 boys) lost their 
lives, together with the whole stock of horses which were down at 
the time. In the distance between the back of Heaton and Benton- 
bridge, seven of the shafts belonging to the workings of an old 
colliery on Heaton Banks, fell in, presenting most frightful chayuns. 
Of many of these, the surface exhibited not the least vestige, nor 
was their existence known in the neighbourhood. The old col- 
liery is said to have been discontinued on account of the influx of 
water, which was so great, that seven engines, of the construction 
of that day, could not get the better of it. The first steam-engine 
used in this part of the country was erected at Heaton, and most 
probably on this colliery.* From various difficulties, the bodies of 
these unfortunate men were not arrived at until upwards of nine 
months from the time of the accident. The sufferers who thus 
found a living grave, left twenty-four widows and seventy-seven 
orphans, besides Mrs. Miller and her eight children, to deplore 
their untimely fate. On the 6th of January 1816, the first human 
body of the sufferers was brought to bank, in a state of great de-' 
cay, but ascertained, by the neckcloth, to be that of William Scott, 
between 70 and 80 years of age, who attended one of the furnaces. 
Of a knife which the deceased had in his pocket, the haft only (of 
bone) was entire, the blade being entirely corroded by the mixture 
of the pyrites in the mine with the water. His watch was also 
nearly destroyed by the same cause. It may, however, afford some 
speculation to the curious, that the articles of linen on the deceased 
were quite fresh and uninjured, but th(^e of woollen fabric entirely 

• Sec 1714, vol. L page 133. 
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destroyed. In a few weeks afterwards, the remains of the rest of 
these unfortunate men were found in different situations in the 
workings of the pit. Februaiy 20th, thirty-nine of the bodies, 
forming a melancholy procession, were interred in trenches in 
the south-east corner of Wall's-End church-yard. Many of the 
bodies, when found, were nearly naked, and aJl in a state of great 
decay. 

1815 fjune \), — Died, in the workhouse of Chester-le- Street, 
Mrs. Allen, aged 104 years. 

June 2. — At five o'clock in the aflemoon, a dreadful explosion 
took place in the Success Pit, near Newbottle, in the county of 
Durham, belonging to Messrs. Nesham and Co. At the time the 
accident happened, seventy-two men and boys were at work in the 
pit, and though the flame did not ascend the shaft, yet a large co* 
lumn of dust plainly indicated to the workmen above ground the 
sad catastrophe that had happened. Immediate exertions were 
made to save, if possible, the lives of those in the pit, in which 
they so far succeeded as to bring all the bodies to bank by the 
morning of the 4th. Very few of the bodies were disfigured, and 
in many life was still extant ; several of whom, shocking to relate, 
died the moment they breathed the fresh air! Of the seventy- 
two in the pit, fifteen survived, some of whom were severely hurt. 
Of nineteen horses in the pit, six were killed. It appeared the 
fire had passed down the ways, destroying all that encountered its 
fury, until it was impeded and broken, as it is termed, by a large 
waggon, which it dashed to pieces, and mangled the driver and 
horse in a most shocking manner. After the torrent had passed 
by them, the men left the workings in hopes of effecting their es- 
cape ; but fevfy alas I were able to reach the shaft, and even some 
of those, overpowered by after-damp, at the very moment they 
hoped to have escaped, fell to rise no more ! The nrst person that 
reached the surface was a little boy, six years of age. By this 
accident, fifty-seven valuable lives were lost. 

June 9. — A meeting was held in the Town-hall, in Alnwick, 
(William Burrell, esq., of Broom-park, in the chair,) for the pur- 
pose of taking into consideration the expediency of establishing a 
dispensary in that town, for the benefit of the poor in Coquetdale, 
Bamborough, and Glendale wards, which was immediately carried 
into execution by a very liberal subscription. 

June 11. — As some children were playing in a brick- yard near 
Shield-field, Newcastle, they picked up several guineas from some 
rubbish that had been led from the ceUar of the Grey Horse pub- 
lic-house, on the Quay. The circumstance having spread, people 
flocked to the place that evening and the whole of the next 
day, many of whom were well rewarded for their trouble. The 
cartman who had led the rubbish, hearing of the good fortune of 
so many, and recollecting that he had taS^en some of it to a brick- 
yard near Bridge-street, went thither and found several guineas, 
rhis place, too, became a scene of industry. One man went at 
night with a dark lantern, and lined his pockets with gold. One 



92 HISTORICAL RS018TBR OF [A. D. 1615. 

girl got twenty-two guineas ; some of them were dated 1759, but 
most of them were of the coinage of 1777. Various were the 
conjectures employed to account for this treasure being in so extra- 
ordinary a situation. Some people related, that, about fortjr yeun 
before, a traveller was robbed in the Grey Horse, and that a servant^ 
who was suspected and turned away, had concealed the plunder in 
the cellar, and had not afterwards an opportunity of carrying it o£ 
Others reported, that a landlord of the above house had said iqpoa 
his death-bed, that he was worth a sum of money, which could not 
afterwards be found, and imagined that this must have be^oi Uie 
wealth to which he alluded. 

1815 (June I4fj. — As some workmen were employedattheNordi- 
shore, near Newcastle, they discovered two human skeleUma, the 
bones of which were in a perfect state. They were both lying to* 
gether, and one diagonally over the other. 

June 27. — On the morning of this day. Sheriff-hill coUiery, near 
Gateshead, fired, during the time that Mr. William Foggett, the 
viewer, and his two brothers were down, all of whom were killed 
by the blast, and eight of the workmen were also sufibcated by 
what is termed the after-damp. 

June 27. — In the evening, Count Lynch, mayor of Bourdeenz, 
arrived in Newcastle, on his road to visit his relation, John Cki- 
vering, esq., of Callaly. As soon as it was known who the stranger 
was, he was greeted with a peal of bells (about a quarter past ten 
o*clock at night), and which was continued at intervals till past 
twelve. On the following morning, the count breakfiuted witii 
Thomas Davidson, es(j., Westgate-street, and afterwards paid his 
respects at the Mansion«house, and likewise waited upon sererd 
of the Catholic families in Newcastle. As soon as the mail anivadt 
confirming the intelligence of the defeat of the French army under 
Buonaparte, the populace assembled at the Queen's H^d inn» 
where the count was, and congratulated him on the news, and 
again greeted him with repeated huzzas. It will be remembered 
that Count Lynch was the first to hoist the white flag in France, 
and surrendered Bourdeaux to the British arms. On the count's 
arrival at Morpeth, he was welcomed with a peal of bells, and the 
applause of an immense concourse of spectators. The popidaee 
were regaled with ale, and the count and Mr. Clavering joined 
them at the window in drinking the king, army, &c. On his de- 
parture, the populace took the horses from his carriage, and drag^ 
ged him through the principal streets. 

Jult/ l^ — Died at Broom-Ridge, in Northumberland, Bridget 
Mahon, aged 103 years. 

July 31. — A shocking accident happened at Newbottle colliery, 
owing to the boiler of the locomotive engine bursting from being 
too strongly charged. It was the first trial of the machine, whin 
was intended to draw twenty waggons, and a number of peraons 
had assembled around it to witness its setting off. The brakesman 
was dashed to pieces, and another man cut in two by the firagmenta 
of the boiler, and a little boy thrown a great distance toad Idllad* 



A. D. 1815.] REMAllKABLfi EVXNT8. 03 

About fifty others (of whom some died) were most severely scald- 
ed and womided. 

1815 (July). — ^This month, a man employed in cutting a drain 
behind a house on the south side of the Main-street, Monkwear- 
mouth, discovered the remains of two human skeletons, about three 
feet beneath the surface, in a bed of dark brown sand, covered 
with a large stone, but without the slightest appearance of a coffin ; 
one of the skeletons appeared to be that of a female. 

August 28, — In the night, the house of Miss Smith (now Lady 
Peat), at Herrington, in the county of Durham, was set fire to, 
ailer being robbed* Miss Smith was from home at the time, but 
a servant girl, named Isabella Young, was found in a passage lead- 
ing to the kitchen, nearly naked, with two wounds on the back 
part of the head, and a large fracture on the fore part of it, which 
had occasioned her death* The fire, when discovered about two 
o'clock on the morning of the 29th, had not reached the body of 
the girl, but it appeared evident such had been the intention of 
the perpetrators. At the assizes, held in the city of Durham, on 
the 13th of August, 1819, John Eden, James Wolfe, and George 
Wolfe, his son, were put upon their trial for burglary, murder, and 
arson, at Herrington ; and after the attention of the court had been 
occupied upwards of nine hours, a* verdict of guil^ was given against 
John Eden and James Wolfe, who were sentenced to be hanged 
on the 16th. After their conviction, some circumstances appear- 
ing in favour of Wolfe, some members of the Society of Friends 
instituted an inquiry into the particulars of the case, when an eUibi 
was established, proving by numerous affidavits, that James Wolfe 
was one hundred mUesiff from Herrington when the murder, &c. 
had been committed. September 26th, he received a free pardon 
from the king, and was released from prison. The success attend- 
ing their endeavours for Wolfe, induced the same benevolent in- 
dividuals to look into the case of Eden (who still persisted in his 
innocence), and they found, to their great joy, that this man had 
been falsely sworn to, by James Lincoln, a seaman of Sunderland, 
no doubt for the reward offered. Eden was also liberated, having 
obtained his Majesty's pardon. At the summer assizes, held in 
the city of Durham, August 4th, 1820, James Lincoln was tried, 
and, upon the clearest evidence, was found guilty of wilful and 
corrupt peijury. 

September 1. — Mr. Sadler, in his balloon and car, ascended 
from the Bowling-green (afterwards Bond-street, now Frudhoe- 
Btreet), Newcastle. The day was uncommonly fine, and at an early 
hour the town was thronged with people to witness this unusual 
exhibition. The process of inflation was commenced at half-past 
ten, and before twelve, considerable numbers had assembled in the 
Green, where two bands of music were stationed for the recreation 
of the company. At length the dbcharge of a cannon announced 
that the inflation was completed ; but some further time elapsed 
before all the subsequent preparations were completed, and before 
the balloon could be broii^t to the platform. At a quarter after 
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three, the balloon was brought forward with some difficulty, on 
account of the high state of the wind, when the attention of everj 
one was instantly fixed with anxious expectation on this strange 
vehicle, and the daring aeronaut who was preparing to commit him- 
self to the bosom of the wind. At length, after receiving his flag 
from the hands of Mrs« Ellison, of Hebburn, the order to play 
** God save the King" was given ; soon afler which, the car was 
disengaged, when the balloon rose with a tremendous bound from 
the platform, and dashed with amazing velocity over Northumber- 
land-street, in a direction nearly £. N. £. Soon after its ascent, 
the flag of the young aeronaut was observed waving in the air, but 
the bdloon was carried forward with such rapidity, that its motions 
soon became indistinct, and the balloon diminished to little more 
than a speck. It continued in sight about fifteen minutes, when it 
appeared rapidly to approach the earth ; on throwing out the anchor 
one of the flukes broke, which caused it to be dragged some dis- 
tance. At length the balloon and car were secured near to the 
seat of T. Wright, esq., at Whitley Park, and within two hundred 
yards of the sea, being twenty-one minutes from leaving the Bowl- 
ing-green. From Mr. Wright and the gentlemen in the neighbour- 
hood, the aeronaut received the most polite and friendly attention. 
About eight o'clock in the evening, Mr. Sadler returned to town, 
and, as he passed through the streets, was loudly greeted by the 
huzzas of the people. September 29th, 1824, Mr. Sadler was 
killed by a fall from his balloon, afler having ascended majesticallj 
from the yard of the gas-works at Bolton, in Lancashire. 

1815 (Sept 16^. — In consequence of the sudden reduction of 
the navy, happening at the time of the arrival of the ships from 
tlie Greenland and other trades, an immense body of seamen was 
at once thrown, unprovided for, upon the country, and in much 
greater numbers than could possibly, in so short a space of 
time, find employment in the merchant service. Great numbers 
of unemployed seamen consequently accumulated at the several 
out ports, and particularly at Shields and Sunderland, where they 
ill-auvisediy endeavoured to obtain employment from the ship- 
owners, by insisting that every ship should have a complement of 
five men and a boy for every 100 tons register admeasurement. 
In order to obtain this demand, they for several weeks assembled 
in large bodies, and forcibly prevented the sailing of all ships, by 
taking out the seamen, whom they compelled to join their body, 
under pain of having their faces blacked and jackets turned, and being 
thus exhibited through the public streets, with other contemptuous 
treatment. They observed the strictest discipline among them- 
selves, and severely punished those who were guilty of any distur- 
bance, calling the roll every morning, and fining those who were 
absent without leave, and a watch was set every night to patrole 
the streets, and clear them of those who were guilty of any dis- 
order, so that the greatest order prevailed in Shields' streets. On 
the above day, ^Saturday) a general meeting was held upon Cul- 
lercoats Sands, wnen about 3,000 were present, and on Wednesday 
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tlie 20th, another was held at the same place of the seamen 
from Shields, Sunderland, and Blyth, consisting of about 7,000, 
when, after consulting on the measures to be adopted, they sepa- 
rated without committing the least outrage. The above meetings 
had a very alarming appearance, being composed principally of 
men just liberated from his majesty's service ; but the ship-owners 
resisting their demands, and getting the aid of the navy and mili- 
tary, together with the vigorous measures pursued by the magis- 
trates, the seamen were subjected without bloodshed, and brought 
to a sense of their duty, October 24th, 1815, when near two hun- 
dred vessels proceeded to sea. 

1815 (Dec* SJ — As four of the workmen were employed on a 
stage seventy faUioms down the shaft of Nesham's Main Colliery, 
repairing the masonry, one of them came to bank to get something 
he wanted ; while talking to the banksman, and incautiously passing 
along a plank, he fell down upon the stage he had a few minutes 
before left, and so great was the force acquired in his fall, that 
three beams, six inches by four, which supported the stage, were ' 
broken by the shock, and the poor fellow and his three com- 
panions were precipitated to the bottom (55 fathoms further) and 
all dashed to pieces. 

December 9. — This day (Saturday) their imperial highnesses the 
archdukes, John and Lewis of AusUia, with their suite arrived in 
Newcastle ; soon after which, they were waited upon by the right 
worshipful the mayor and several of the aldermen, when the mayor 
requested the honour of entertaining them at the mansion-house, 
which their imperial highnesses declined, observing that tliey were 
sensible of the honour mtended them, but that they wished to be 
considered as travelling privately. On the same day they visited 
Shields, and Wallsend, and Percy Main Collieries, where they were 
attended by John Buddie, e^q., who described to them the nature 
of the subterraneous workings, &c. On Sunday forenoon they at-> 
tended at the Catholic chapel in Newcastle ; and in the afternoon 
paid a visit to Sunderland to see the cast-iron bridge of that town. 
JTheir imperial highnesses and suite expressed great astonishment 
and pleasure at the structure and ingenuity in the erection of the 
same, and its wonderful span. On Monday they proceeded, at* 
tended by T. H. Bigge and Joseph Lamb, esqrs., to Lemington, 
to see the iron and glass-works established there. Their attention 
was forcibly arrested by the locomotive engine at work upon 
Wylam waggon-way. After partaking refreshment at Mr. Lamb's 
they returned, and afterwards visited the shot and white-lead 
works at Low Elswick, and Messrs. Hawks' iron foundry at New 
Greenwich. On the Tuesday morning, their imperial highnesses 
set off on their way to the south. 

1815 fDec. II J, — A fire unfortunately took place in Sheriff Hill 
Colliery, owing to the wooden partition which separated the upcast 
from the downcast shaft, taking fire from the coal lamp, which is 
used to cause the updraught of air necessary for the ventilation of 
the pit. Every exertion was used to get both men and horses out 
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of the pit, as the destruction of the partidon neeessarily destroyed 
the circulation of air within the workings. They succeeded in get- 
ting out all but five wastemen, who unhappily perished. 

1815 (Dec 20^.— A most dreadful fire broke out in the ex- 
tensive granaries of Messrs. Johnson, Carr, and Co., John Dewar, 
John Waugh, John Forster, and Greorge Sligh, in Berwick. The 
fire originated from the kiln used for drjring grain being overheat- 
ed, and was discovered about six o'clock in the evening, but did 
not burst into a flame till near seven, when it raged with such farjj 
that, in a short time, the granaries (about 200 feet in length) were 
reduced to ashes. The whole of Bridge-street was at one time 
threatened with destruction, and severu of the inhabitants there 
removed their furniture, &c., and the whole of Mr. Reid's valuable 
stock of books were taken out of the house fi}r safety. The da- 
mage was estimated at £5,000. At twelve o'clock the fire bell was 
rung a second time, the flames having broke out in a hay loft be- 
longing to William Bell, the Old Hen and Chickens inn. Had the 
wind blown as strong from the west as it did from the northneast, 
no exertions could have saved the whole of Bridgenstreet from being 
burnt down. No lives were lost. Few of the sufferers were in- 
sured. 

December 29. — On repairing the north aisle of Alnwick church, 
Mr. Thomas Patterson discovered two stone statues about two feet 
below the surface. They are of exquisite workmanship and great 
antiquity. The largest is supposed to represent a king, and is paint* 
ed as having a scarlet gown and crimson robe lined with ermine^ 
an ermme tippet over the shoulders, and bound about the middle 
with a gilt strap. On the left side is a purse, and on the right a 
string of beads ; in the lefl hand is a globe, in the right a sceptre, 
and at the feet are the royal arms. The other statue is supposed 
to represent a martyr ; it is carved as being naked, except a piece 
of drapery about its middle. The legs, thighs, and body, are 
transfixed with nine arrows, and the hands and feet are bound in 
fetters. These statues were found without their heads. They are 
placed below the beliiy at Uie west end of the church. 

In the night of this day, the paper mill belonging to Mr. Lumley, 
at Butterby, near Durham, was blown down. The building ex- 
tended across a valley, and was about 100 feet long, the uj^ier 
part being constructed of wood and brick pillars, the lower floor of 
stone. The wind sweeping along the vale, and taking the building 
at its broadside, tore away the roof and the whole of the u{^per 
storjr> or drying rooms ; nothing remained standing but the two 
gable ends and the walls of the lower rooms. The ^1 of the roof 
rorced in the pillars of the drying rooms, breaking some massy 
beams, and involving in the general ruin a quantity of paper in an 
unfinished state, all the vats, and the various utensils used in the 
mill. 

December 30. — Lr consequence of a rapid thaw, accompanied 
with wind and rain, tliere was a great flood in the river Tyne, 
which was supposed by many persons to have done nearly as noiuck 
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injury, though it did not rise to so great a height, as the flood 
in 1771, which carried away the bridge at Newcastle. The water 
was at its greatest height about five o'clock on the morning of 
the above day (Saturday), when its appearance was particularly 
awful. 8ome idea of the force of the current raay be formed from 
the circumstance of the Carlisle, London trader, which was lying 
alongside the quay at NewcasUe, having torn up the cannon to 
which she was moored, and broken adritl. Another vessel also 
broke adrift from the Carlisle running foul of her, but both vessels 
were soon after brought up and secured. Most of the other ves- 
sels at the Quay were obliged, for security, to bring their anchors 
ashore and fasten them, up to the stems, in the pavement. The 
Quay and lower part of the Clo^e were overflowed, and almost every 
cellar filled with water. The loss this way was very great, many 
of the cellars being full of sugars and other dry goods. A man 
named James Craig, and a spirited youth named John Hoggins, 
belonging to Newcastle, were unfortunately drowned, when hu- 
manely endeavouring to rescue Robert Lindsay and his two sons, 
the crew of a keel, which, about eleven o'clock on the Friday night, 
got fixed lengthways across the second arch from the north end of 
r^ewcastle bridge. When the cries of the keelmen had given 
alarm for their safety, the man and boy seized a small boat and 
went o£P to their assistance ; they succeeded in rescuing the men 
from the keel, but, on their return, were swamped in a strong eddy. 
The others who were on board the boat, were saved by one means 
or other, but the man and boy were drowned. Great apprehen- 
sions were at one time entertained for the safety of the bridge of 
Newcastle, some of the arches being choaked up with keels and 
ice, and pieces of timber. Happily, however, the bridge stood 
firm. The two southern arches of the bridge at Haydon-bridge, 
were carried away at nine o'clock on the Friday night. In Shields 
harbour, some lives were lost by the upsetting of a boat, and up- 
wards of thirty vessels drifted from their moorings, and were driven 
upon the Herd Sand. Several keels were also blown out to sea, 
with their crews, some of which were seen off Flamborough Head. 
The .effects of the flood were severely felt by the farmers and others 
on both sides of the river, in the loss of horses, cows, sheep, pigs, 
&c. All the low grounds in the neighbourhood of Ponteland were 
overflowed, and many of the inhabitants were roused from their 
sleep by the water entering their beds. Considerable damage was 
done at Durham, Darlington, Sunderland, Hexham, &c. The wind 
com mill of Mr. Heron, about half-a-mile to the westward of Sun- 
derland, got amain, and taking fire, from the friction, was burnt to 
the ground. On the river Wear, the ships and keels were nearly 
all adrift, but were secured before they got to sea. Great damage 
was done by this storm on the banks of the rivers Tees and Wear. 

1815. — This year, died, at Sunderland, Ann Appleby, aged 103 
years. 

1816 (Jan, SJ. — Died, at the Low Felling, near Gateshead, 
Alice Blackett, aged 101 years. 

VOL. II. o 
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1816 (Jan^ ^), — Died, in Gateshead poor-house, where she had 
resided 50 years, Ann Carpenter, aged 110 years. 

January 9. — Died, at his house, near the Windmill Hills, Gates- 
head, Mr. Thomas Thompson, merchant, in the 43d year of his age. 
His death was caused by cold and fatigue in his exertions to save 
his property (timber), from the ravages of the destructive flood in 
the preceding month. From an humble origin, he raised himself by 
his talents and merit to a respectable rank in society ; his loss was 
severely felt in the extensive circle of his friends, as well as in the 

Eublic festivals of the town, to the mirth of which his exquisitely 
umourous songs in the j^ure Newcastle dialect, contributed a large 
portion. Besides being the author oi << Canny Neweagik" *< Jemmtjf 
Johnson's Whurrey^' << Nexo Keel Bowy" and other descriptive local 
songs, Mr. Thompson wrote several pieces of considerable merit. 

January 12. — Died, at the Windy-nook, Gateshead Fell, Mary 
Henderson, aged 100 years. 

January 29. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Thomas Coulson, 
glass maker, aged 105 years. 

This month, a stone coffin of the usual form was discovered 
about a foot below the surface, immediately without the east chancel 
walls of Boldon church, Durham. It had no lid or inscription. 

A temporary bridge was this month finished across the river 
Tyne, at Haydon-bridge, for the accommodation of travellers. 

January 3. — Died, in Milbum-gate, Durham, Mrs. Ann South, 
aged 100 years. 

February 5. — Died, at East Brunton, in Northumberland, Mr. 
John Wallace, aged 103 years. 

The beginning of this year, vigorous efforts were made to esta- 
blish a branch custom-house at North Shields. This excited con- 
siderable interest both at that place and Newcastle, and deputations 
from which places, composed of respectable merchants and ship- 
owners, were sent to London for the purpose of conferring with his 
majesty's ministers on the expediency of the measure. The lord 
chancellor and Sir William Scott, natives of Newcastle, were de- 
cidedly against it. The lords of the treasury at length finally de- 
termined, that no branch of the custom-house at Newcastle should 
be established at Shields ; but such masters of colliers, as might 
wish it, would in future be permitted to sign the coast bond at 
Shields. Newcastle was also nighly indebted to Sir M. W. Ridley, 
hart., and Cuthbert Ellison, esq., members of parliament for that 
town, for their unremitted exertions on this occasion. 

Another attempt was afterwards made by the shipowners of 
Shields to obtain the privilege of a distinct custom-house, but the 
lords of the treasury again decided against making any alteration 
in tlie mode of conducting the customary business of the port. 

April 12. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Richardson, aged 
100 years. 

April 20.— Whole length portraits of the lord chancellor 
(Eldon), and Sir William Scott, judge of the admiralty court, 
were placed in the Guildhall, Newcastlci on each side of the por- 
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trait of Lord Collingwood, forming an illustrious trio, all natires of 
that town. The portraits are by Owen. 

1816 (April 23^.— The second centenary of the immortal bard, 
Shakespeare, was celebrated in Newcastle, by a grand dinner at the 
Queen's Head inn, which was attended by about 60 of the ad- 
mirers of the poet of nature. William Loralne, esq., in the chair. 
Songs and glees were sung by the professional gentlemen present, 
and Mr. Stephen Kemble gave a long and able dissertation on the 
comparative merits of different poets. At the theatre the per- 
formance closed with a representation of Grarrick's celebrated Ju- 
bilee at Stratford. 

This month, an excellent portrait of the duke of Northumber- 
land, painted by Phillips, and elegantly framed, was placed in the 
grand jury-room of the new courts of justice of the county of Nor- 
thumberland, in Newcastle. The portrait was a present from his 
grace to the magistrates of the county, who had requested <' that a 
picture (to be painted at their expense) of the munificent donor of 
£3000. towards the building of the courts, might adorn their walls." 
His grace very obligingly complied in sitting to the artist, but con- 
verted the finished production into an additional present to the 
county. This portrait was most exquisitely engraved by the late 
Mr. Thomas Fryer Ranson, a native of Newcastle. 

May 10. — Died, at the Low Row, near Willington, Northum- 
berland, Dorothy Phillips, aged 1 10 years. 

May 14. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Mrs. Jane Webster, aged 
104 years. 

may 31. — The Society of Arts presented a silver medal to 
William Reid Clanny, esq., M. D., of Bishopwearmouth, for his 
safety lamps for coal mines. This society the following year pre- 
sented the Doctor with a gold medal, for a steam safety lamp. 

This month, died in the county poor-house, in Gallowgate, New- 
castle, John Moffatt, better known by the name of Dummy^ never 
having had the faculty of speech. This eccentric character had 
been in the poor-house about 36 years, and was supposed, at the 
time of his death, to be near 80 years of age. He had two large 
excrescences under his chin, very much resembling the goitres of 
Switzerland. He was particularly fond of military costume^ in 
which habiliments he was generally dressed, and his partiality for 
fiddling was indicated by imitating ,that performance with a stick 
across his arm. A whole length portrait of this harmless eccentric 
may be had of John Sykes. 

June 3. — In the evening. Signer de Montfort, had an exhi- 
bition of fire works in the Spital-field, Newcastle, when the 
following melancholy occurrence took place : — Owing to the great 
strength of the wind at the time, the sparks from one of the large 
wheels fell on the stage, on which four rockets were lying ; these 
were ignited by the sparks, and flying off in different directions, one 
of them unfortunately struck a youth of the name of John Price on 
the breast, when he almost immediately expired. The deceased 
was fifteen years of age. Some other persons were also hurt. 
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1816 (June 15 J. — A fire broke out in the dwelling-house of Mr. 
J. Miller, at Brinkburn colliery, near Morpeth, which, in a short time, 
destroyed the house, with a joiner's shop and stable, and a large 
quantity of wood. Miller's wife, with an infant only three days 
old in her arms, had to make her escape by the window, with other 
five children, all without clothing ; two lodgers also lost every thii^ 
except what they had on. 

June 18. — The first anniversary of the memorable victory of 
Waterloo, was observed in Newcastle, with every mark of public 
rejoicing. A royal salute was fired at noon and sunset from the 
guns on the castle, and many a merry peal was rung by the bella of 
the different churches during the day. 

This day was observed by the gallant SSd regiment of footf 
quartered in Sunderland barracks, as a high festival. On the mom* 
ing, the regiment had a grand field day, when the men all wore 
a sprig of laurel in their caps, and fired several rounds in honour 
of the occasion. The officers in the latter part of the day gave aD 
elegant dinner to many gentry in the town and neighbourhood. 
At night the garrison was illuminated, when various transparencies 
were displayed. The non-commissioned officers had a ball and re* 
freshments in one of the barracks ; and the men were also permit- 
ted to regale and enjoy themselves in commemoration of a day 
when their sufferings were so great, and when they contributed so 
much by their valour to the attainment of the glorious result. 

June 30. — Died at Darlington, aged 53, Adam Yarker, better 
known by the name of Blind AcUsm, having been blind from his 
birth. He possessed a strong memory, which he particularly ap- 
plied to the registering the number of deaths, &c., which occurrra 
for upwards of forty years in Darlington. Without hesitating a 
moment, he could tell how many deaths had been in any givea 
year or month, the exact day when the individual died, to whom 
they were related, &c. He was noted for keeping of poultry, in 
which he greatly excelled ; his hens, owing to his superior manage- 
ment, laid their eggs in the winter season ; he knew them from 
each other, and could tell the name, colour, &c., as soon as he got 
them in his hand. Although he was descended from poor parents* 
and had but a small pittance, called the blind's bounty, with the 
benevolence o£ a few charitable individuals, the profits arising from 
his poultry, &c., enabled him to realise £200. 

Jufy 1. — The foundation stone of a column erected by the 
tenantry of the late duke of Northumberland, to perpetuate his 
grace's munificence and numerous acts of kindness, was laid with 
great rejoicings. The procession moved from the White Swaa 
inn, Alnwick, to the site of the column adjoining the road on the 
south entrance into that town. In a cavity were deposited the 
regimental roll, written on vellum, of the late Percy tenantry vo- 
lunteers, hermetically closed in a glass tube, together with aeveral 
medals. When the clergyman had concluded a prayer, the com* 
wine, and oil, were poured upon the stone, and the company united 
in shouts of applause; after which the procession returned* Hie 
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bells of Newcastle and Gateshead announced to the public the 
laying the foundation stone, commencing to ring at 12 o clock, and 
which was continued during the remainder of the day. The co- 
lumn was built on the plan of his grace's architect, the late David 
Stephenson, esq., of Newcastle. 

1816 (J^y 6^«— Some workmen employed at the quarry at Hetton, 
near the -old Roman road, Northumberland, on removing the earth, 
discovered about four feet below the surface, an urn rudely carved 
and filled with black ashes, near it was a stone coffin about three 
feet four inches long, and two feet two inches in width, containing 
the remains of a body lying on the left side ; the legs folded up 
behind the thighs. From the rough state of the coffin, no inscrip- 
tion or marks could be seen. 

July 10 — About twelve o'clock at night, an alarming fire broke 
out in the upper part of a building in the Pudding Chare, New- 
castle, occupied by Mr. Beeney, painter and glazier, as a varnishing 
room, and Mr. Lawson as a currier's work shop. The fire had 
arrived at a considerable height before it was discovered, and when 
the flames burst forth they threatened destruction, not only to the 
building in which it broke out, but also to the two dwelling-houses 
adjoining, and fronting to the Bigg-market. The firemen succeed* 
ed in getting the fire under by about two o'clock, without doing 
much further damage than destroying the upper stories of die 
building in which it broke out, together with the property contain- 
ed therein. Mr. Beeney's loss was considerable, being unfortu- 
nately not insured. Mr. Richardson, the owner of the premises, 
and Mr. Lawson, were both insured. 

August 5, — The ship flora, of London, having just taken in a 
cargo of coals from Messrs. Nesham and Go's. staiUi at Sunderland, 
blew up with a terrible explosion, the deck beams being broken, 
and the decks completely torn up, with considerable other damage. 
This was occasioned by the infiamamable state of the coal, and the 
air being entirely excluded firom the hold. 

August 17. — John Greig, for the murder of Elizabeth Stone- 
house, of Monkwearmouth, was executed pursuant to his sentence, 
on a drop erected in front of the new county court house at Dur- 
ham. After hanging the usual time, his body was cut down and 
given to his friends for interment. He was a stout good-looking 
man, thirty-seven years of age< 

August 22. — About four o'clock on the morning, an alarming 
fire broke out in the premises of Mr. Coxon, of Milbum place. 
North Shields, pawn broker, which threatened destruction to the 
neighbourhood. Fortunately there was no wind, and by the timely 
aid of the engines, it was got under, but not until the whole inter- 
nal part of the building, furniture, and pledged goods were con- 
sumed. 

Same day, died at Sunderland, Margaret Archer, aged 110 years. 

September 7. — James O'Neill, for robbing Mr. George Angus, 
carrier of Mickley, on the highway, on his return from the preced- 
ing October Cowhill fair, was executed pursuant to his sentence, 
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on the Town Moor, Newcastle. The body, after hanging the usual 
time, was cut down, and conveyed by the friends of the deceased 
to a public house near the gaol, where it was waktd^ and on the 
following day (Sunday) it was interred at St. Andrew's church ; 
about thirty Irish people following it to the grave. 

1816 (Sept, 10^. — During a tremendous hurricane, the patent iron 
wands of the corn mill at Byker-hill, near Newcastle, were carried 
away for the third time in two years, and fell with a dreadful crash. 
In Newcastle many buildings were injured, and the large ash tree* 
which had for many generations stood in the west comer of the 
vicarage earden in Westgate-street, was blown down, to the greet 
regret of the inhabitants. It was somewhat remarkable that this 
tree, which, for many years, had been frequented by rooks was this 
year deserted by them, a solitary pair only making their nest in it. 

September 18. — Many of the tradesmen in Sunderland, injudi- 
ciously refused taking the shillings and sixpences that were plain, 
and without remains of the impression. In consequence of this* 
after dark, a large concourse of the poor inhabitants met and com- 
menced an attack upon the shops of Messrs. Caleb Wilson, Nattrass* 
Middlebrook, Walton, Andrews, Hall, &c., all grocers and flour deal- 
ers ; the windows of both shops and houses were nearly demolished, 
and the shop of Middlebrook completely gutted by the mob, who 
were seen running away with hams, bacon, groceries, &c. After 
the shop had been forced open, the brave 33d regiment were called 
out, and on the riot act being read about midnight, they prepared 
to act hostily, when the mob in a great degree dispersed, but not 
before several soldiers received severe bruises from bricks, &c. The 
house of Mr. Barnes, surgeon, being at this time rebuilding, the 
mob took many hundred bricks for their destructive purposes ; the 
town continued in great alarm and commotion for some time on 
this event. 

September 21. — Died, at Chirton, near North Shields, Mr. Wil- 
liam Elliot, aged 100 years. 

September 30. — Died, at Old Walker, near Newcastle, Mrs. Jane 
Jowsey, aged 104 years. She possessed all her faculties until the 
time of her dissolution ; she could sew, spin, knit, and read small 
print without the aid of spectacles. 

September, — The view of that venerable ruin, the cathedral of 
St. Cuthbert, at Holy Island, was considerably improved by the 
wreck and rubbish of the fallen parts of the building being removed 
from the windows, which had for ages been blocked up ; but most 
especially by the great western door of the church beins opened 
out, which the sun bad not shone upon for centuries past, the archi- 
tecture of which is the true Saxon, highly ornamented with three 
columns on each side of the door. The amateurs of antiquities 
are indebted to Mr. Selby, of Swansfield, for this great improve- 
ment. 

October 9. — A Roman gold coin of the emperor Galba, about 
1400 years old, with a fine head quite perfect, was found in a field 
near Chcster-le-street, by a young woman gathering potatoes ; it 
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weighed about two-thirds of a guinea. It i^ now in the valuable 
collection of Robert Surtees, esq., of Mainsforth. 

1816 (Oct, 11^« — ^Witton castle and estate in the county of 
Durham, were sold by auction in the city of Durham, for the sum 
£78,000. 

October 18. — A riot took place at Sunderland this day, (Friday) 
which is the market-day there. A farmer had been asking 16«. 
a bushel for his wheat, when a fellow standing by him forcibly seiz- 
ed the sack and ran off with it* This daring outrage was the signal 
for the whole of the com being seized by the populace, and in- 
stantly the whole market became the scene of the utmost confusion 
and alarm. The shop-keepers shut in their windows, the magis- 
trates appeared and read the riot act, and tlie military were ordered 
to be in readiness, but fortunately their services were not required. 
By the active exertions of about 60 special constables, the corn was 
nearly all recovered and tranquility restored. 

November 22. — A tremendous nre broke out in the premises oc- 
cupied by Mr. James Hewet, ship-chandler, in the Low-street of 
North Shields, which were totaUy consumed, and the adjoining 
premises considerably injured. 

November 29. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Mrs. Elizabeth Bro- 
derick, aged 104 years. 

December 13. — The grand duke Nicholas, of Russia, and his suite 
arrived at Sunderland ; and the morning following, attended by the 
Rev. Dr. Gray, minutely inspected the pier, the iron bridge, the 
coal staith of Messrs. Nesham and Co., and afterwards took refresh- 
ment at Bishopwearmouth rectory-house. They then set out for 
Newcastle, when almost immediately afler their arrival, his impe- 
rial highness proceeded to the Royal Jubilee School, where he was 
met by the Rev. William Turner, one of the secretaries. Though 
Saturday is not a regular school-day, yet at the request of Dr. 
Kamel, who had arrived the day before, Mr. Drury, the master of 
the School, had assembled all the boys, to the number of nearly 
500. This being the first Lancastrian school which his highness had 
seen, he appeared, even on his entrance to be powerfully interest- 
ed, and afterwards attentively examined all their performances* 
Before leaving the school, he inscribed with his own hand in the 
visitors' book, his name in the Russ character, to remain as a testi- 
monial of his visit. From the school the prince proceeded to Walls- 
end colliery, where Mr. Buddie explained the whole process of 
ventilating and working the mines and the shipping of coal. Mr. 
Bewick had afterwards the honour of laying before the grand duke 
specimens of his skill in the art of engraving upon wood, which were 
closely examined, and much approved of by his highness On Sun« 
day morning, the right worshipful the mayor. Sir Thomas Burdon, 
knt., paid his respects to his imperial highness, to tender him the 
honours and hospitality of Newcastle. His highness regretted that 
want of time did not allow him to accept the invitation, and indeed 
he almost immediately set off for Alnwick castle, and thence to 
Berwick, where he passed the night. His suite consisted of tlie 
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following persons: — Baron Nicholay, Sir William Congreve, 
Koutousof, Dr. Chrichton, General Saurassoff, M. Klinker, M. 
Marsell, and M • Parosky. 

1816.— This year the freedom of Berwick was voted to Admiral 
Lord £xmouth, and to Admiral Sir David Milne, for hiehly distlD- 
guished and meritorious services at Algiers. His lordship replied 
by a letter of thanks, stating that this was the first compliment 
that he had received since his arrival in England from Alsiers.- 

1817 (Jan. 13^. — Died, at Shincliff, near Durham, Mr. John 
Lamb, farmer, aged 100 years. It was the anniversary of his birth dny. 

January 30. — Eighteen waggons belonging to the artillery 
arrived in Newcastle on their way to Scotland, under a military 
escort. They were laden with the new silver coin to the amouit, 
in weight, of twenty-four tons. 

Ft^n'uaty 12. — The valuable and extensive woollen-manu&ctoiy 
of Messrs. Edward and Joseph Pease, of Darlington, was oonaumed 
by fire. ^ 

February 13. — The new silver coin was delivered from the Mint 
Office, in the Close, to the public in Newcastle, in exchange ibr 
the old standard coin of the realm, however defaced or reduced in 
weight by use. 

lliis month, there were found in the ancient manor of Ulchestefy 
Northumberland, nearly 1000 silver coins, which appeared to be 
pennies of the reigns of Stephen and Henry II. 

March, — Died, in the poor house of St. Nicholas', Durham, Wil- 
liam Williamson, aged 100 vears. 

Aprils. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Isabella Thompson, 
widow, aged 100 years. 

April 14. — Martha Wilson was found suspended from a nail hi 
the wall of her apartment in the Trinity-house, Newcastle. After 
a careful examination of witnesses before the coroner and jury, a 
verdict of felo de se was found, and in consequence her body was 
interred in the public highway a little east of the toll-gate, and ia 
front of the buildings which have since been named Ridley Villas. 

April 20. — Died, in the house of correction at Durham, where 
he had been kept nearly 46 years, a man usually called Die^y a 
lunatic, whose real name could never be made out, but which was 
supposed to have been Richard Williamson. This extraordinary 
man was first discovered in 1771, in a complete state of nudity, in 
an out-building, in the fields near Newton-hall, then the seat of 
Thomas Liddell, esq., who allowed him \s. a-week towards his 
maintenance, and which was continued by his successors, and, with 
the allowance from the county, and the kind attention of the go* 
vemors of the house, rendered his life comfortable. It was gene- 
rally conjectured, that he had been a lunatic confined in some 
receptacle, whence he had escaped. He was never able either to 
tell his name, or give the smallest account. of himself, nor could 
any discovery ever be made where he came from, or to whom he 
belonged, though, from his dialect, he seemed to have come from 
the south. He was perfectly harmless, and appeared to have had 
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a good education, from his being able to repeat manjr parts of the 
service of the church, particularly the morning service, which he 
fi^uently did with great propriety. He was supposed, at the time 
of his cbsth, to be &oni 80 years of age. 

1817 (April 20 J .^Dled^ at Plessey, Northumbertand, Margaret 
Stafford, aged 106 years. 

AprU 28.-*Died, at the Westgate, Newcastle, Urs. Ann Tindal, 
aged 100 years. 

Aprii 29. — The marriage of Earl Pei^, at Northumberland* 
house, Strand, London, to Lady Charlotte Florentia Clive, youngest 
daughter of the Bad of Powis, was celebrated at Alnwick, by the 
ringmg of bells, the firing of guns, and an ox roasted in the Mar- 
ket-place ; it was cut up by Mr. George Lindsay, butcher, on a 
6cam>ld erected for the purpose, and distributed amongst the popu- 
kice, together with a proportionate quantity of bread and ale. The 
whole was conducted with the greatest harmony. 

April 29. — The foundation stone of a new Independent Meet- 
ing-house was laid with much ceremony, in Villiers-street, Sunder- 
land, by the Rev. Mr. Parsons, of Leeds. 

This month, died at Hexham, Mr. John Bewick, aged 101 years. 

Mt^ 18. — ^Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Margaret Cundeu, wi- 
dow, aged 100 years. 

Tills month, died at R^ End, near Falstone, Mrs. Heron, widow, 
aged 104 years. 

June 1.— Diedi at St. Anthoa/s, near Newcastle, Sandi Forster, 
aged 109 years. 

June 3. — Died, at the High Filing, near Gateshead, John Mac- 
lay, aged 101 years. 

June 8. — Died, at Hexham, Eli2d>eth Cams, aged 102 years. 

June 12. — ^Died, in the gaol of Newgate, Newcastle, where he 
bad been confined several years, Mr. \l^iam Richardson, formerljr 
an eminent corn-merchant in that town. Mr. R. possessed consi- 
derable talents, and various were his satiric effusions, the chief of 
which is ** The NeweaHk AUomeyei^ which was privately circu- 
lated, and of course has become exceedingly scarce. His widow 
placed a very singular epiUtph over his remains, in Heworth cha- 
peWard, which has since been much mutilated. 

June 23.— >The corporation of Newcastle commenced building 
twenty additional rooms to the Peace and Unity Hospital, at ^e 
Westgate, for aged freemen and their widows. 

Jum/e 26«— Died, at Birtley, Durham, Ralph Goflon, in the 102d 
j^ear of hisage. 

June SO.— -About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the carburet- 
ted hydrogen gas in the Row Pit, at Harraton Colliery, on the 
river Wear, unfortunately ignited, when thirty-eight men and boys 
tost their lives. It was one of the most violent explosions which 
had lumpened for years ; corves, trams, and several utensils used 
at the bottom of the shaft (82 fisithoms in depth) being blown into 
the air, together with the bodies of two of Uie unfortunate work- 
men, oaeinth the head off, and the odM»r cut m two in the raiddDe. 

VOL. II. p 
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All the sufferers, except one from Fatfield, belonged to New 
Painsher, and were buried there on Wednesday, July 2d. Amongst 
them were ten belonging to one family, of the name of Hills, vis. 
the grandfather, his two sons, and seven grandsons. This dreadful 
accident was caused entirely by the perverse obstinacy of a young 
man, named John Moody, one of the hewers, who, in defiance of 
the orders of the overman, refused to use Sir H. Davy's lamp, and 
lighted a candle, which was twice put out by the workmen whom 
he was to relieve, but he re-lighted it by unscrewing the lamp, and 
thus sacrificed his own life, and the lives of his companions. But 
the painful narrative does not close here : on Wednesday after- 
noon, some of the workmen went into the Nova Scotia Pit, of the 
same colliery, to repair some part of the pit which had been in- 
jured by the explosion of the Row Pit, and not returning in time, 
another party of the men went down to seek them, but were 
obliged to return without effecting their object, being unable to 
proceed on account of the great quantity of choke damp which 
had entered the workings, supposed firom the Row Pit subsequent 
to the explosion. The eight workmen who had first gone down 
were obliged, therefore, to be left to their fate. Their bodies were 
got out on the following day, six of whom were quite dead ; two 
were still alive, with little hopes of recovery. This is the explosion 
alluded to by Mr. Buddie, at mge 49, folio, and page 10, octavo 
editions of the ** Report of the Evidence taken in 1829 an the Siai§ 
of the Coal Trade of the United Kingdoms " The octavo edition 
was published by John Sykes. 

1817 C June J, — This month, the foundation stone of a Roman Ca- 
tholic chapel was laid in Bedford-street, North Shields, adjoining the 
turnpike road from Tynemouth to Newcastle. June 14th, 1821, this 
elegant Gothic edifice was opened with great solemnity by the Right 
Rev. Thomas Smith, bishop of Bolina, and vicar apostolic of the 
northern district, assisted by a number of Catholic clergymen. An 
excellent sermon was preached by the Rev. Thomas Gillow, to a 
crowded audience, who had been admitted by ticket, exhibiting a 
cross and the rising sun. Mr. Gillow who still presides over this 
chapel, is a highly respected clergyman. — See Aug. 22d. 1830. 

July 4. — A blast took place on board the Fly, Brown, of Ely, 
which hadjust been laden with coals at Mr. Brandling's staitfa, on 
the river Tyne. The hatches were fastened down about eight 
o'clock at night, and about half>past eleven, the master havmg 
been writing in his cabin, the inflammable gas from the coal hav- 
ing found its way from the hold, ignited at his candle as he was 
going to bed, and exploded. The master was seriously scorched ; 
his bed curtains were set on fire ; the hatches were burst open, 
and a boat which was upon them thrown off. Two planks on the 
deck were blown up. The other men on board were in bed and 
received no hurt, except the mate who was thrown out of bed, and 
his toes a little burnt, and his whiskers singed off. The cat also 
lost her whiskers, and was much ringed. These accidents are occa- 
sioned by immediately fastening down the hatches upon a cargo of 
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fresh coals, which emit the gas for some time after they are raised 
from the mine. 

1817 ^Jtdy 10 J, — Died, at Northumberland House, London, the 
roost noble Hugh Percy, duke of Northumberland, unrivalled for 

f[)odness of heart, friendship, munificence, and princely protection, 
or 53 years he adorned the military profession both at home and 
abroad ; and as a statesman, temperea the love of his sovereign 
with the love of the just rights of the people. He was the father of 
his tenantry, who gratefuUy perpetuated his memory by a stately 
column. During the late war, the Percy Tenantry volunteer ar- 
tillery, cavalry, and riflemen, were clothed, paid, and in ever3r re- 
spect maintained in arms, at the sole expense of this patriotic 
nobleman. His grace's titles and offices were, Hugh Percy, duke 
of Northumberland, Earl Percy, Baron Warkworth, of Warkworth 
Castle, Baron Percy, Lucy, Poynings, Fitzpayne, Bryan, and Lati- 
mer, a baronet, a general in the army, knight of the garter, lord 
lieutenant and vice-admiral of Northumberland and Newcastle upon 
T]pe, and constable of Launceston Castle, F.R. S. and F. S. A. 
liis grace was in the 75th year of his age. The following month, 
on account of his grace's death, eleven elegant banners, coat of 
mail, sword and shield, &c., were placed in Alnwick church. 

Jul^ 14.< — Died, near Wolviston, Durham, Mrs. Mary Stephen- 
son, widow, aged 104> years. Her mother died at the age of 108; 
a sister at 107, another sister at 105, and a brother at the age of 
97 years. 

July 18. — Died, in St. Andrew's poor-house, Newcastle, Anne 
Moulter, aged 102 years. 

Juli/ 19. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Thomas Morrison, aged 
102 years. 

Jufy 25. — Died, at Hartley, in her 106th year, Mrs. Margaret 
Lowery, who enjoyed excellent health till within a few hours of 
her death, with faculties unimpaired. About twenty years before, 
she was nearly blind, but she recovered her eye-sight, which re- 
mained strong and clear to the last. 

August 14. — Died, at Darlington, Isabella Burnsides, aged 104 
years. 

September 25. — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by 
which unfortunate event six men lost their lives. 

October 11.^ — The committee of the coal trade of the rivers Tyne 
and Wear, and the several subscribers to the superb service of 
plate, which had been for some time preparing as a tribute of gra- 
titude to Sir Humphry Davy, for his invaluable discovery of the 
safety lamp, with several of their friends, assembled at the Queen's 
Head inn, to partake of a dinner given to that distinguished philo- 
sopher on the presentation of the plate. John George Lambton, 
esq., M. P., for the county of Durham, was called to the chair. 
About sixty gentlemen sat down to dinner, which was of the most 
sumptuous kind. The meeting broke up about eleven o'clock. May 
29th, 1829, Sir Humphnr Davy died at Geneva, where he had 
arrived the day before, of an attack of apoplexy. 
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1817^ Oet 15>l— An immense whale was found at sea, by tlie 
fishermen belonging to North Sunderland, when, after great exer- 
tion, they succeeded in towing it ashore, at North SunderlancI 
pier, where it lay some time for the inspection of the curious. 

Nwember S. — An explosion took place in Ouston colliery, near 
Chester-le-street, by which a man named John Turnbull lost hia 
life, and Aree others were severely burnt. 

N(n)ember a—On the receipt of the intelligence in Newcaade, 
of the death of the Princess Charlotte, the great bell of St. Nicholas^ 
and the bells of all the other churches tolled heavily for an hour, 
and die flag of the castle was displayed half staff mgh ; mamr of 
the ships in the harbour made a similar mournful display. At Dur- 
ham, the bells of St. Nicholas' church rung a mourning peal, and 
the great bell of the catliedral was also toUed for a considerBUe 
time. At North and South Shields the bells of the churches rung 
muffled peals, and the ships displayed their mourning. Tlie flags 
on Clifford's-fort and Tynemouth castle, were also hoisted in mourn- 
ing. November 19ih being Uie day when the mortal remains of this 
most beloved princess were to be consigned to the cold snd aileikt 
tomb, it was observed in Newcastle with every mark of solemnity 
and sorrow. At sun rise, on the signal of a gun from the castle^ m 
muffled peal was slowly rung on the bells of St. Nicholas, and the 
other churches, and the flags of the castle and the ships in the 
harbour were hoisted half mast high. All the shops were doaed, 
and business of every kind suspended. Divine service was per- 
formed at the several churches in the morning, and was most nu- 
merously attended. The mayor and corporation passed in slow 
procession to St. Nicholas' church, where also the several lodges 
of free masons in that town and Gateshead assembled, properly 
attired in black, with hatbands and white gloves, to join in tae 
mournful service of the day ; the church was exceedingly crowded. 
The pulpit, reading desks, &c, were all hung with black cloth. 
After service, the church bells tolled heavily for a considerable 
time, and at sun set, another mournful peal closed the sad obserr* 
ance of the day. At Gateshead church, there was also service in 
the evening, when an aifecting sermon was preached by the Rer* 
Christopher Benson, of Newcastle. This mournful event was simi- 
larly observed at all the other towns. She died Novt 6th, 1817* 

November . — Died, at Matfen, in Northumberland, John Arm- 
strong, game keeper to Sir Edward Blackett, hart., in his lOlsl 
year. He retained all his faculties to the last. 

December 3. — The awful sentence of the law was carried into 
execution against Charles Smith, for the wilful murder of Charles 
Stuart. About ten o'clock the procession moved from the gaol to 
the gallows, which was erected on the town-moor, Newcastle, % 
little north of the barracks, on the opposite side of the road. 
When arrived at the gallows, he, in a firm and impressive manner, 
addressed the spectators at some length, denying his having slied 
tlie blood of Stuart, and stating that he forgave all who had ap- 
peared against him. After joming in prayer wiUi the Roman 



A. D. 1818. J KBMABKABX.B KVSNT8* 109 

Catholic clergyman (Rct. Mr. Wortwick), he was launched into 
eternity. Hia body was afterwards taken to the Surgeons' HaU 
for dissection. He had been respited from the 18th August 

1817 (l^ec 14^.*^Died, at Hexham^ Mrs. Margaret Davison, 
aged 102 years. 

J}eetmber 18.*- An explosion of inflammable air took place in the 
Plain Pit at Rainton colliery, when twenty-seven persons (eleven 
men and sixteen boys) lost their lives ; the accident took place a 
short time before all the workmen had descended to their work ; 
had it occurred a little time later, there would have been upwards 
of 160 men and boys in the pit, most of whom, it is probable wovld 
have perished. 

Tins year, Mr. Grey, of Millfield Hill, found near the traces of 
an ancient encampment a short distance fVom Flodden HiU, a tumu- 
lus, which, on removing, exhibited a very singular sepuldire. In 
the centre a large urn was found, but in a thousand pieces. It had 
either been brdcen to pieces by the stones fidHing upon it when 
digging, or had gone to pieces on the admission of the air. This 
urn was surrounded by a number of cells formed of flat stones in 
the shape of graves, but too small to hold the body in its natural 
state. These sepulchral recesses contained nothing except ashes, 
or dust of the same kind as that in the urn. 

This year, Gilesgate moor, Durham (270 acres^ was divided. 
The marquis and marchioness of Londonderry, haa one sixteenth 
allotted as lord and lady of the manor, and reserved the mines. 

This year, died at Rushyford, Durham, Mrs. Mary Young, aged 
101 y^rs. 

1818 fjam. 10 J. — A savings' bank was opened at Newcastle, and 
upwards of £800 paid in by between 60 and 70 depositors. 

In the evening of the same day, a partial lighting of the gas 
lights took place in such of the shops in Newcastle as had com- 
pleted their arrangements. The lamps in Mosley-street were not 
lighted till the 19th (Tuesday evening), when a great crowd wit- 
nessed their first lighting up, and a loud cheer was given by the 
boys, as the flame was applied to each burner. 

January 12.— .A numerous and most respectable party of gentle* 
men dined together at the Assembly Rooms, in Newcastle, (Charles 
John Brandlinff, esq., of Gosforth, m the chair), on the occasion of 
mresenting a piece of plate (a tankard of large dimensions) to Mr. 
George Stephenson, tor the service rendered to science and hu^ 
manity by the invention of his safety lamp. This, added to a 
former donation of the coal trade at large, amounted to nearly 
£1,000. 

JFiS^niory 8. — Died, in the workhouse at Bishop Auckland, Han- 
nah Robinson, aged 103 years. 

F^ruary 12. — Died, at Haggerstone, in Northumberland, 
Thomas Ewart, aged 101 years. 

February 14. — Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Mary Usher, aged 
101 years. 

Fehuary 15.— The ebapel of Su Andrew's, at North Shields, 
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was first opened for service, by the Rev. John Wilson, A. M., alter 
the solemn Presbyterian form of Scotland. The foundation stone 
of this chapel was laid in Jmie 1817. 

1818. (FA. 18^.— Died, at North Shields, Jane Macdonald, 
aged 101 years. 

February 21. — Died, in Sunderland Old Road, in the chapelry 
of Heworth, at three o'clock on the morning, Hannah, agea 100 
years, wife of James Bell, and at nine the same morning, James 
bell, her husband, aged 103 years. He had been indisposed for 
some time ; and a few days previous to his dissolution, his wife 
observed to him, that he would not live long, but that she would 
go before him, which she did as above stated ; without anypre- 
vious illness she complained of being sick, and expired. Tneir 
youngest daughter, aged 68, attended them during their last mo- 
ments. 

March 10. — ^When the workmen were digging the foundation of 
a circular addition to the north side of the church at Bedlington, they 
discovered three monumental stones, on which were cut out a sworOy 
the cross of which was decorated with ribbons, and human figures. 
On one stone was inscribed, *' Ora pro nobis" The bones of a haman 
being were also found close to the buttress of the steeple. They 
were supposed to be the remains of Cuthbert Watson, a noted 
somnambulist. On February 14th, 1669, he rose in his sleep* and, 
wandering to the church, climbed up the buttress on the north side 
of the steeple. A person passing at the time, being alarmed for 
his safety, called to poor Watson, who awoke, fell, and was killed 
on the spot. This story is verified by tradition, the parish resis- 
ter, and the date cut upon the buttress, called << Watson** WMe*" 

March 24<. — Died, in the Keelmen's hospital, Newcastle, Ana 
Hamilton, aged 100 years. 

Same day, a large floating dock, belonging to Mr. Farrington, 
ship-builder, was launched from his yard at Sandgate Shore, New- 
castle, in the presence of many hundreds of spectators. 

March 27. — A. grand masonic procession took place firom Mr. 
Smith's the Anchor inn, at Wooler, which was met by a deputa- 
tion of the trustees, elders, and others of the congregation of Pro- 
testant Dissenters of the West chapel, the Rev. Mr. Mitchell, mi- 
nister, and proceeded to the site fixed upon for a new meeting- 
house, where the foundation stone was laid by Mr. Richard Jobson. 
Under the stone were deposited in a sealed bottle, various coins of 
George HI., and a roll of parchment containing a list of the pre- 
siding officers of the society and the lodges, af^er which, an appro- 
priate oration was delivered by brother Joseph Armstrong. 

In the spring of this year a part of the south wall of Barnard 
castle fell. It battered in the roof of a house, and a man at work 
in a saw pit below was providentially preserved by a tree falling 
across it. 

April 15. — At the anniversary meeting of the Royal Humane 
Society, holdcn at the London tavern, his royal highness the 
duke of Sussex, president of the society, delivered the honorary 
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medallion to John Davison, esq., of Bishopwearmouth, for his in- 
vention of the improved Sunderland life-boat. His royal hiehnesg 
in addressing Mr. Davison, observed the society had been highly 
pleased with the life-boat, the principle of which his royal highness 
explained to the numerous party assembled. He also stated that 
the society were much gratified by Mr. D's being present to re- 
ceive the medal in person, and he further observed as one of the 
royal family, they were deeply interested in every invention that 
tended to preserve the lives of his majesty's subjects, and condes- 
cendingly added, in presenting the medal to Mr. Davision, that he 
had well deserved it. 

1818 (May 2), — A fire broke out in the Hartford, London 
trader, Ci^tain James Otway, belonging to Mr. Robson, wharfin- 
ger, of Newcastle. She was lying near the cinder kilns, on the 
south side of the Tyne^ and about one o'clock on the morning, the 
alarm of fire was given by the mate and his wife, who, with a boy, 
were the only persons on board. Two engines from neighbouring 
glass-houses were not long in arriving at the place, and about four 
o'clock, one of the engines from the Newcastle fire office, proceed- 
ed down the river in a wherry. Every exertion was made to pre- 
vent the progress of the fire. The vessel was scuttled, but being 
in shallow water, she of course sunk very little. At one time the 
flames issued through the sky light, set fire to the trysail, and 
would certainly have destroyed all the rigging, had not a man in- 
stantly cut away the lanyards on one side of the vessel, which 
caused the mainmast to fall overboard. Notwithstanding these 
efibrts, the fire continued to rage in the cabin, (where it originated) 
and the afler part of the hold till six o'clock, and consequently did 
considerable damage to the vessel, as well as destroying every 
thing on board belonging to the captain and the crew ; fortunately 
no goods were on board. A new cable was found lying coilea, 
apparently as perfect as when first laid into the vessel, but upon 
being touched, fell into dust. William Lamb, who was employed 
at the Tyne Glass-house, unfortunately fell down the hatchway ; it 
was not long before he was brought up with a hook, but life had 
fled ; he left a widow and five children, for whom a subscription 
was set on foot. 

May 11. — Died, in Northumberland Square, North Shields, Mr. 
Robert Wilkinson, librarian to the Public Subscription Library. 
Howard-street, aged 48 years. He was well skilled in the mathe- 
matics, as many of his productions in the Diaries and other publi- 
cations, will testify. His calculations, oflen made without putting 
pen to paper, were very astonishing. He was also a poet of no 
mean celebrity. In short, in him were combined some of the 
rarest qualities of the human mind. Mr. Wilkinson was a native 
of Northumberland. 

May 30. — Dfed, at his house in Welbeck-street, Cavendish- 
square, London, in the 54th year of his age, William Burdon, es^. 
of Hartford-house, in Northumberland, a gentleman of great k- 
terary attainments. Mr. Burdon was a native of Newcastle, and 
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educated at the Free Graminar«8chool there, from whence he 
sent to Emanuel college, Cambridge, where he obtained a fellow- 
ship. Mr. Burdon was desired for Uie church, but on reading 
the early history of Christianity, he came to the conclusion of not 
entermg into priest's orders, and he resigned his fellowship in 1798. 
Afler his retirement from Uie university, a number of curious and 
valuable works proceeded fhmi his fertile pen. His publicationa 
were— ^ Three LeUers addre$9ed to the Bishop of LUituiaff. Oam^ 
hridffe, 1795," ^^ Life and Character ^ Buonaparte,'" **JSKammm^ 
Hon of the Pursuits ofLiteraturey" *< Jilaierialsfyr Thinkmff" 2 vob. 
Svo.y << Letters on the Affairs of Spain,** << Thoughts on PdUiiee, 
Morality y and Literature," ** A Vindication of Pope and GratUm^ 
** Treatise on the Privileges of the House of Vommons^ and aeveral 
miscellaneous essays and papers in the periodical publicationt of 
the day. For some years, a small swelling had affected his thigh ; 
this increasing, and occasioning an intense and unremitting paiiif 
he removed to London in 1817, for the purpose of an operatioii ; 
the consequence was, that the thigh was amrpntated doae to At 
trunk of tne body. In two months he was able to take an airiiig 
in his carriage, although he was never free from pain. Aboot tha 
middle of May he gradually reli^sed, and found great diflfcul^ in 
breathing, attended with spasms, and expired as above stated* 

1818 (June 2^.— The Society of Arts presented the siher nwdal 
and ten guineas to Mr. John Common, of Denwick, near Alnwid^ 
for his invention of a double-drill turnip sower. He was alio pra- 
sented with thirty guineas from the Highland Society for thia in* 
vention. The following curious account of this iiit-Common ikmil^ 
may be interesting : — Mr. Common's family have been remaiicabw 
for stature, strength, longevity, and cleverness. His great-gnoid^ 
father, Thomas, lived until he was above 110 years of age. Soma 
time before his death, which happened at Dunsheugh, he got anaiw 
set of teeth. He left seven sons : one oi them, named Andraw, 
measured 27 inches across the shoulders ; and freauently went 10 
Alnwick market from Thrunton, with a stick over his shoulder, to 
which a boll of peas was suspended. Robert, another son, teisttd 
two men who were assaulting his master at Warkworth Banu, aad^ 
carrying one of them under each arm, ran and threw them ImA 
into the Coquet. Being present when a party of men were tryiiy 
their strength by throwing an axe towards a house at High m^ 
ton, he joined in the sport ; but instead of throwing it towarde tho 
house, he threw it over it. There was another son, named Matdww, 
possessed of uncommon strength. At one time he leaped f o rw mi da 
and backwards over a yoke of oxen in Alnwick streets. Thodiai^ 
the youngest, Mr. Common's grandfather, was the least, yet ht 
weighed fourteen stones. He had two sons, Thomas, and Kobert 
Mr. Common's father. They were both ingenious mechanica and 
noted pugilists. Thomas excelled in the erection \>fwindmilla and 
steam-engines ; and Robert, in making winnowing machines on aft 
economical plan* He made some improvements in the construe* 
tion of ploughs, and invented the bonnet maker's mangle. He dee 
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peHbrmeii well pn the bagpipes and violin, both of which instru- 
ments he made himself. When a boy, he was severely corrected 
bjhis father, for standing upon his head on the steeple of Shil- 
bo^tle church. His eldest son, Thomas, is now an eminent mill- 
wright at Quebec. William, another s(m, carries on the same 
business in Buston, his native place. He possesses a portion of 
4he nerve and agility o£ hi^ forefethers, as he can leap through a 
lioop, two feet in diameter, while a tall man holds it above his head. 
His brother, Mr. John Common, {from whom these particulars were 
obtained,) wh^n a youtli, stood upon his head on the highest tower 
of Warkworth castle. He performed the same feat on the edge of 
the grate of Brislee tower, and on the stem-piece of a boat while 
agitated on l|he water. He has also laid his nands on a board the 
beight >of his chin, sprung up, and rested upon his head. He has 
ilil^ewise walked upon his elbows on level ground, and upon his 
Jiands on the batdement of Warkworth bridge, and the highest 
part of EshottNhall ! About the time that Kins James I. mounted 
the English throne, one of this wonderful family farmed the Free- 
stone Bmd, near Whittingham, and tradition records how boldly 
•he fought with a party of moss-troopers who had stolen his cattle. 
John, the brother of Mr. Common's great-grandfather before men- 
tioned, lived until he was 115 years old ; and Peter, another bro- 
ther, until he exceeded his lS2d year. He died at Kugly, about 
ninety years ago. This patriarch was casting flags on Hazon Moor, 
•when a Mr. Lisle rode up, and demanded to know by whose au- 
thority he worked there ? *' I have cast flags here by times," said 
Peter, ** above a hundred years, and no man ever asked me the 
question before.*' *' Cast on while you Hve," replied the gentle- 
,man, throwing him half-a-crown ; " I will never f(urbid you." — 
John, while serving at Titlington, was seized by a party of soldiers, 
whom his master, in a joke, had sent to take him ; but he defended 
himself so resolutely with the spade, that the poor fellows were 
glad to effect their escape. His eye-sight remained unimpaired to 
the last ; so that a few days before he died, while lying in bed, he 
could read a printed paper that was pasted up at some distance 
upon the wall of his room. He was buried at Warkworth. 

1818 fJufy \SJ — A tremendous fall of rain, called by the country 
people a water-spout, fell upon Davyshield Common, and caused 
the rivulet which passes Otterbum to overflow its banks, carrying 
away potatoes, turnips, com, &c. The rise was so rapid that most 
of the inhabitants of the village of Otterbum were compelled to 
quit their houses for safety : the women and children were carried 
off upon the men's shoulders. In a few minutes all was confusion 
and desolation. Scarcely an inhabitant of the village west of the 
bridge, but was a sufferer more or less. The scene was truly aw- 
ftil — swine, hay, dunghills covered with poultry, and various uten- 
sUs of husbandry, all driven off by the flood. 

Jtdy 28. — A new burial-ground which had been added to the 
church-yard at Sunderland, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Oxford. 

VOL. II. Q 
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1818 (July 28^. — Died, at the pin-manu&ctory, Durham, Mn. 
Catherine Richardby, aged 102 years. 

July SO. — The additional cemetery a^oimng St. Andrew's 
church-yard, in Newcastle, was consecrated by the lord bishc^ of 
Oxford, amidst an immense concourse of spectators. 

July 31. — His unperial highness the grand duke Michael^ bro- 
ther to the emperor of Russia, accompanied by his suite, arrived 
at the Bridge inn, Sunderland. They were soon after waited upon 
by the Rev. Dr. Gray, whom they accompanied to the rectory, 
where they toq)c refreshment. They afterwards inspected the iron 
bridge, patent ropery, barracks, exchange, &c., and took an excur- 
sion up the river Wear in a boat. Durmg the time of the grand 
duke's visit at Sunderland, a guard of honour was placed at his 
door. Next morning, his imperial highness and suite left Sunder- 
land for Newcastle. They soon after paid a visit to the Royal 
Jubilee school, where they were received by the committee and 
the master, — the boys, who had broken up for the harvest holidays 
the day before, having been expressly assembled. After stayinff 
here a short while, the party paid a visit to the low glass-houses and 
Heaton colliery. Next morning they left Newcastle for Alnwick 
castle, where they were engaged to dine with the duke of North- 
umberland. On their arrival, his highness was received on the 
steps of the principal entrance by their graces the duke and duchess 
of Northumberland, and immediately upon his alighting, the band 
struck up << God save the King" and a ^ute of 21 gtms was fired. 

This month, a lar^e painting (seventeen by seven feet), by Tin- 
toretto, of our Saviour washing the apostles* feet, presented to 
St. Nicholas' church, Newcastle, by Sir M. W. Ridley, barL, was 
placed at his expense above the altar-table, the church having 
undergone a thorough repair and cleaning. 

August 1. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a piece of 
ground which was added to the cemetery of Berwick church. 

August 4. — The mayor and corporation of Newcastle, attended 
by the proper officers, waited upon the duke of Northumberland 
(whilst on a visit to Newcastle), and presented to him the freedom 
of that town, which they had previously voted to him. After the 
presentation of the freedom, the bells of St. Nicholas' church 
struck up a merry peal, and a salute was fired from the guns on 
the castle. 

August 5, — An explosion of inflammable air tookplace in Wall's 
End colliery, by which four men lost their lives, lliis is the only 
explosion that has been known to have happened at the Davy 
lamp. It occurred as follows : — Two men and two boys were work- 
ing in an explosive mixture. One of the men extinguished his 
Davy in trimming it, and sent one of the boys to the << stationarjf^ 
light, in a safe part of the mine, to get it re-lighted. The boy 
returning with it in haste, fell when near to the man to whom hie 
was carrying it, and falling with the lamp upon the comer of a 
cast-iron tram-plate, burst a hole in the wire gauze cylinder of the 
lamp, and the explosion instantly took place. The man survived 
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ft few hours, and told Mr. Buddie the circumBtance,, who took wp 
the Savff on the spot where the boy was killed, and fbtind it in 
the state described. 



WABK CHDXCH. 

1818 f August 8, 9, lOJ^-The lord bishop of Oxford, as the re- 
presentative of the late venerable prelate (Barrington) of the dio- 
ceset consecrated the three new diurches and cemeteries for the 
new parishes of Thoraeyhum, Greystead, and Wark, which had 
been erected within the extensive parish and rectory of Simon- 
bum, in Northumberland, which became, on the death of the Rev. 
Dr. Scott,* the former incumbent, separated into six distinct rec- 
tories and parishes, viz. — Simonbum, Wark, Belliugham, Thomey- 
bum, Falatone, and Greystead. On the Ilth, his lordship also 
consecrated the new chapel and cemetery at Humshaugh, as a 
chapel of ease and additional cemetery to the parish of Simonbum. 
The above new churches and chapel were built by the commit 
sioners and governors of Greenwich hospital, who are the patrons 
of Simonbum, and of the several above new rectories and parishei. 
AfWr the conclusion of the consecration of Thorneybum church 
and cemetery, his lordship proceeded to Falstone, where he conse- 
crated the ground for the additional cemetery to Falstone church- 
yard. 

AvgusL — M. Cottu, the -French judge who tried Sir Robert 
Wilson, and jMessrs. Druce and Hutchinson, for aiding the escute 
of Lavaiette, attended on the northern circuit, being sent by the 
French government to observe and report the British mode of ad- 
ministering justice, particularly as regarded the rules of evidence 
and reception of proofs. The French judge appeared to be very 
attentive to the proceedings. 

September 24. — About four o'clock in the afternoon, an alarm- 
ing fire broke out in Hexham Abbey, the seat of T. W. Beaumont, 
esq., M. P. for Northumberland. The building was in the form of 
* Sa December 10th, ]814, pige 86. 
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a quadrangle, the whole of the south and west sides of which, and 
part also of the north side, were entirely consumed. About seven 
o'clock, the roofs fell in with a tremendous crash. About eigbt 
o'clock, an express arrived in Newcastle, requesting the assistance 
of the engines belonging to the Newcastle Fire-office, which were 
consequently dispatched with the greatest expedition. The en- 
gines arrived at Hexham between one and two o'clock, when the 
ruins were still in flames, but a plentiful supply of water being at 
hand, the engines were immediately set to work, and soon suc- 
ceeded in extinguishing them. The damage was said to be about 
£10,000. There was little wind at the time, and it fortunately was 
from the south-east, to which providential circumstance was attri- 
buted the preservation of the venerable church, which is close ad- 
joining to the east side of the Abbey. 

1818 (Oct. llj. — As Joseph Madelen, a miner, employed in 
South Moor colliery, in the county of Durham, was hening at a 
solid stratum of coal, about six feet in thickness, and thirteen fin- 
thorns from the sur^ce of the earth, he found a frog enclosed in 
the solid mass, which, immediately on being liberated, began to 
exercise the functions of animal life. The recess in Uie coal q 
which it was found, was exactly fitted to its body, and had appa- 
rently no communication whatever with the surface of the block. 
The animal was exactly the colour of the coal, but on beibff pfot 
into a vessel of water, its sooty covering disappeared, and it mp" 
peared speckled like the rest of its species. 

October 30. — The workmen of Collingwood Main colliery, in cut- 
ting through part of the lands at Chirton, near North Shields, ftr 
a water level, came to the remains of a human body, enclosed in 
flag-stones set upon their edges, about four feet below the sur&ce» 
and covered over by others of a similar description. Only a slndl 
and two or three mutilated bones were found, which, on being ex- 
posed to the air, crumbled into dust ; the bottom of the itidosure 
contained nothing else, except some white sand. 

This month, died at Hatherwick, in Northumberland, Mrs. Potts, 
in the 104th year of her age. 

November 8. — His imperial highness the archduke Maximilian, 
cousin to the emperor of Russia, with his suite, on their tout* to 
the north, honoured North Shields and Tynemouth with their pre- 
sence. Accompanied by Nicholas Fairless, esq., and other gentle- 
men, he visited the ancient priory and fortifications of Tynemouth, 
the North Shields Subscription Library, and the various manufac- 
tories, and expressed himself highly gratified, particularly with Mr. 
Fl inn's improved harpoon guns, whale lances, and other instruments 
used in the Greenland fisnery. The same evening, his imperial 
highness and suite arrived at the Queen's Head inn, Newcastle, and 
on the following day visited several of the collieries on the north 
side of the Tyne, below the bridge, attended by William Clark, esq. 
of Benton, and Captain Morgan. They also examined St. Nicholas' 
church, and other objects of curiosity in that town. On the 5tfa» 
they lefl Newcastle for Alnwick castle, on their way to Scotland* 
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ISIS /Nov, 10 J, — On the morning, John and Lancelot Young- 
husband, brothers, and very respectable fanners at Heckley Grange, 
near Alnwick, the one about 70 years of age and the other 60, lefl 
their house between the hours of nine and ten o'clock ; when one 
of them went to give instructions to a boy ploughing in the field, 
the other brother approached, and asked, *< Are you ready ?^ 
Being answered in the affirmative, they left the field together. 
Their Jong absence firom home created alarm, and servants were 
sent to search for them, when they were discovered within a few 
yards of each other, each having his throat cut, and a razor near 
his body. A watch was also found beside one of them, from which 
it was mferred that they had resolved to die at the same moment. 
A jury held an inquest, and after several adjournments, returned 
a veraict of Fdo de se. The fiirming stock and utensils were then 
valued, and the bodies were buried at midnight, in cross roads near 
the church. This not being considered a sufficient compliance with 
the terms of the statute, an order was given by the magistrates to 
the churchwardens^ that the sentence of the law should be carried 
strictly into execution. The bodies were accordingly taken up^ 
and buried again, amidst a great concourse of people, in a highway 
near Hinding-lane, not far from the spot where they committed 
the fatal act. 

November 16.-— A numerous and respectable meeting of the in- 
habitants of Bishopwearmouth and Sunderland, and their vicinities, 
was holden at the Exchange Buildings, Sunderland, (the Rev. Dr^ 
Gray in the chair) to consider of the expediency of establishing an 
Infirmary at Sunderland. January 10th, 1822, the foundation 
stone Was laid by the right honourable Lord Stewart, now marquis 
of Londonderry. 

November 28. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, in his 45th year, 
George Wilson Meadley, esq. Mr. Meadley wrote " Memoirs of 
Dr. Paley" 8vo. ; he was also the author of << Memoirs of Alger" 
turn Sydney" 8vo., &c. &c« His remains were followed to the 
grave by the president of the Sunderland Library (of which he 
was one of the founders), and a very large party of the subscribers 
and other gentlemen. 

Noverhber. — Died, at Monckton, in the county of Durham, 
Elizabeth Clarke, aged 103 years* 

This month, the entire skeleton of a woman was found in a bog, 
which was draining, on a farm in the parish of Monk Hesledoo, 
near Castle Eden. The brain was in a considerable state of pre- 
servation. The skeleton was much bent in the middle, as if thrust 
by force into the bog. No appearance of clothes remained. 

December 2. — Being the day appointed for the funeral of her late 
majesty. Queen Charlotte, the same was observed in Newcastle 
with every mark of mourning and respect. All business was sus^ 
pended, the shops being universally shut. The fiag of the castle 
was hoisted half staff high, and the flags of all the ships in the river 
were displayed half mast high. Slow muffled peals were rung upon 
the bells of the several churches, at different times during the da^s 
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and the great bell of St. Nicholas tolled very slowly fh)m one til! 
two o'clock. At sunset, minute guns were fired from the guns ob 
the castle for the space of one hour, each gun being followed by a 
solemn toll of the bell of St. Nicholas. The usual service was 
performed in the churches on the morning. Her majesty died 
November 17th, at Kew Palace, in the 75th year of her age. 

1819 (Jail. 10^. — Died, at Throckley, in Northumberland, Mr. 
Alder Penman, aged upwards of 100 years. 

February 7. — Died, in All Saints poor-house, in Newcastle^ 
Margaret Purvis, in her 100th year. She was the mother of the 
famous musician^ William Purvis, better known by the name of 
Blind Willie^ never having had the use of sight, who is in the same 
poor-house, and who has travelled the streets of Newcastle, time 
out of mind, without a covering upon his head. Several attempts 
have been made, by presenting him with a hat, to induce him to 
wear one, but after having suffered it for a day or two, it is thrown 
aside, and the minstrel again becomes uncovered, preferring the 
exposure of his pate to << the pelting of the pitiless storm. A 
bard of the Tyne has declared, diat should he survive, he will com- 
pose a solemn dirge on the death of Blind Willie, as he considers 
him the most worSiy and harmless of all the Newcastle eccentrics^ 
and therefore he ought to be placed at the head of them. New- 
castle has had another blind minstrel. See January Ith^ 1749, 
vol. t. page 189. There is an engraved whole length of JBUmd 
Williey published by John Sykes. 

JFdfruary 12. — Died, at Hawkhill, Northumberland, David Wat- 
son, aged 102 years. 

February 15 — Died, at Longhorsley, Northumberland, Mrs. 
Mary White, aged 102 years. 

February 28. — Died, at Lumley, near Chester-le -Street, Elea- 
nor Turner, aged 100 years. 

March 22. — Jonathan Raine, esq., arrived in the city of Durham, 
and opened his commission for holding a general gaol delivery in 
the four northern counties. March 27th, he arrived in Newcastle, 
and opened his commission in the town and county courts. These 
were the first spring assizes held north of York. 

April 12. — George Atcheson, aged 67, was executed in front 
of the new County Courts at Durham, for a rape on the body 
of Isabella Ramshaw, a child under ten years of age. From the 
time of his condemnation to the period of his execution, he was 
very penitent, and of^en expressed a wish that his untimely end 
might be a warning to others, and deter them from the commissioa 
of such a crime as an ignorant course of life had led him to. 

April 14. — The execution of Joseph Charlton, aged 24 yoais, 
for an unnatural crime, took place at Morpeth. He was conducted 
from the gaol to the place of execution in a chaise, when he ascend- 
ed the platform with great firmness, but very penitent, and after 
spending some minutes in prayer, he was launched into eternity. 
After his body had hung the usual time, it was cut down and de- 
livered to his friends. On the arrival of the hearse with the body 
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at Earsden, four miles from Tjnemouth, it was met by near 1,000 
people, and by the time of its arrival at Tjrnemouth priory, the con- 
course had increased to upwards of 2,000, yet great order was pre- 
served. It was half-past eight o'clock at night when the proces- 
sion reached the grave, in which it was deposited, with decent so* 
lemnity, by candle light* 

1819 C April 15.y— An elegtot masked ball and supper took 
place at the Assembly Rooms, in Newcastle. From the prepara- 
tions made by the committee, the entertainment was supposed 
never to have been surpassed in any provincial town. The cos- 
tumes w^re superb, and the characters were supported with great 
judgment and spirit. 

April 24. — Died, at his house, at Chimney-mills, on the Leazes, 
near Newcastle, Mr. John Mitchell, editor and printer of the l)/ne 
Mercury^ aged 47 years. April 27th, his remains were interred at 
the foot of the garden of his residence. The procession was con- 
ducted in the usual manner, and a numerous assemblage of friends 
attended the body to the grave. Before the principal part of the 
funeral service, which was read in a most impressive manner, 
from the reformed liturgy of Dr. Lindsey, by the Rev. William 
* Turner, of Hanover Square chapel, that gentleman delivered the 
following explanatory address : — " Friends and Fellow Christians^ 
— We are here assembled to discharge the last offices to the me- 
mory of our departed friend, if any should enquire into the rea- 
sons why we are called upon to do it in this place, rather than 
according to the customary mode of the country in which we live, 
I am desired by the family to state, that our friend always express- 
ed the strongest reluctance' to disturb the living with the remains 
of the dead, by crowding with them our churches and church- 
yards, and the most populous parts of our towns ; and that he was 
often shocked at the little respect paid to those very remains, when 
he saw them lying promiscuously around the newly-opened graves ; 
and as it appears from several remarkable passages that the scrip- 
tures authorize family burial places, and that particularly in gar- 
dens, he was anxious to imitate this primitive custom ; himself 
made this express preparation for it,* and earnestly charged his 
family to comply with this his last request. However, therefore, we 
may, any of us, regret diis departure from ordinary custom, or be 
led to question, in other respects, its prudence or propriety, I 
persuade myself these reasons will sufficiently acquit him of having 
directed it through any disregard to religion, or disrespect to the 
institutions of his country — (1 know that he firmly believed the 
religion of Jesus Christ, and thought its dictates, precepts, and pro- 
mises, the most valuable gift of God to man, however imperfectly he 
might himself observe them — and which of us but observes tnem 
very imperfectly I^)— especially when I add, that it was his desire that 
his interment might be accompanied by some religious service. 
This it has fallen to my lot to conduct, and I have endeavoured to 

* He had planted a spot of ground with laburnums, lilacs, and other trees, 
in the centre of which he desired his remains might be deposited. 
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make it as conformable as 1 consistently could widi the form ap- 
pointed by our established church. Agreeably to that fomiy we 
will now proceed to commit the remains of our firiend to the silent 
abode which he has chosen for himself." Mr. Evelyn in his <^ SylTm" 
has very justly observed, ^' That there is no place more fit to bufj 
our dead in than groves and gardens, wh^re our beds may be 
decked and carpeted with verdant and fragrant flowera^ trees, and 
perennial plants, Uie most natural and instructive hieroglyphict of 
our resurrection and immortality." 

1819 (AprU 21, J — The foundation stone of a bridge over the 
river Wear, near Lambton-hall, built by J • G. LambtoD, eaq^ 
M. P. (now Lord Durham), was laid on the south side of the river. 
It was completed September 27th the same year. The bridge, a 
simple elegant design by Bonomi, consists of a single arch, of 
wjiich the span is 82 feet 6 inches. 

Maif 25. — ^Died, at Nesham, near Darlington, Frances Water, 
a pauper, in her lOlst year. 

Mat/ 29.-.Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Elizabeth Grey, aged 
J.04 years. 

June 4. — ^Died, John Bailey, esq., of Chillingham, Northumber> 
land, aged 68 years. He was the son of Mr. William Bailey, of 
Blades Field, near Bowes, in the county of York. Mr. Bailey 
shewed a taste for drawing very early in life, and was patronised 
and assisted in his pursuits, both in drawine and in mathema t ical 
studies by the late George Dixon, of Cockfield, who was his undb 
by marriage. He was employed when a young man by Mr. Dixon 
as tutor to his children, during which time he employed himself in 
his leisure hours in drawing and engraving many pieces which bear 
his name. He never followed engraving as a sole occupation. Mr. 
Dixon was a very ingenious man — a good mathematician, a minera- 
logist, a painter, an engraver, a great experimentalist in chemistrf, 
hydraulics, and pneumatics, and also an excellent land-surveyor, 
and most beautiful planner. No doubt Mr. Bailey profitted largely 
in his scientific knowledge by living under the roof of his relation. 
Mr. Bailey, after attending to the education of his cousins, prac- 
ticed land-surveying, and for a short time was mathematical teacher 
under the Rev. John Farrer, at Witton-le-Wear. He there mar^ 
ried the daughter of Nicholas Greenwell, esq. and shortly afterwards 
became Lord Tankerville's land-agent at Chillingham, which be 
continued to the time of his death. He at the same time did a 
great deal of business as a general land-agent and surveyor, and 
few men have greater claims to the gratitude of posterity for the 
many lasting improvements in rural economy planned and executed 
by him. Mr. Bailey engraved several of tlie plates of Hutchinson's 
topographical works ; he was also the author of an ** Essay tm Ae 
Construction of the Ploughy* Svo., and joint writer with Mr. Culler 
of the Northumberland Report, drawn up for the Board of Agn* 
culture. See May 7th, 1813, page 72. 

June 7.~Died, at Allenheads, Northumberland, Mr. Peter 
Green, aged 100 years. 
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1819 ^•/tfittf^.-^This month, as the sexton was digging a jgrave 
in the burial ground within Tynemouth castle, his spade struck 
against a stone coffin, which, on being examined, was found to con- 
tain a perfect skeleton* the bones of which were covered with 
leather, curiously cut and ornamented. On looking further, ano- 
ther coffin of the same description was found, which also contained 
a skeleton, but without the head. The bones of this latter were 
defended and. adorned with leather in the same manner as the 
other% The leather was sewed tight found the bones, and it was 
therefore evident that the bodies had been anatomised before in- 
terment* 

July 18^>— Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Mary Ferguson, widow, 
aged 105 years. 

JWV 19. — A terrible accident occurred at Sheriff-hill colliery, 
near Gateshead. Afler the hewers had lefl work, an explosion of 
fire-damp took place, which unfortunately proved fatal to two men 
and thirty-three boys who happened to be m that part of the mine. 
This event occurred only half-an-hour before the pit was to have 
finished its day's work, otherwise Uie loss would, in all probability, 
have been more extensive. Upwards of twenty men and boys 
were in other parts of the mine when the accident happened ; but 
fortunately escaped, a few only being slightly injured by the con- 
cussion and afler-damp. 

August 14. — About five o'clock in the afternoon, his rojral high- 
ness Prince Leopold, accompanied by Baron Hardenbroke, Sir 
Robert Gardiner, and Dr. Stockmar, arrived at the Queen's Head 
inn, in Newcastle. A considerable concourse of people assembled 
in front of the inn, and his highness repeatedly gratified their 
curiosity by exhibiting himself at the windows. In the course of 
the evening he visited the Northumberland glass-house, and saw 
the process o£ glass making ; he also visited the Assembly Rooms, 
with which he expressed himself much gratified. On the following 
morning (Sunday), his royal highness went to the house of William 
Loraine, esq., near St. Nicholas' church, where he condescendingly 
shewed himself at one of the windows to an immense number of 
persons assembled in front of the house. It being assize Sunday, 
as soon as the procession of the judges and corporate body had 
passed, and they had taken their seats in the church, his highness, 
accompanied by Sir William Scott, ^now Lord Stowell, who was 
then on a visit to his relation, Josepn Forster, esq., mayor^, and 
followed by his suite, proceeded to St. Nicholas' church, which he 
entered just before service commenced, and was conducted by Sir 
William Scott to the corporation seat. The church was crowded 
to excess, in expectation of his attendance ; and as he passed along 
the aisle, both in going and coming out of church, he repeatedly 
bowed to the company on each side. After service his royal high- 
ness proceeded to view the Guild-hall, from whence he went to 
the Mansion-house, and on his way was saluted by the guns on the 
castle. On his arrival at the Mansion-house, he was received in 
form by the corporate body in their robes, and ccmducted into the 
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interior, where hit highness partook of a collation. His hb^nes* 
soon after returned to the Queen's Head inn, and about hau-pMt 
two o'clock left Newcastle for Alnwick castle to dine with hia grace 
the duke of Northumberland. His royal bigness arrived at Ber- 
wick, on Monday evening, about seven o'clock; his approechto 
that town was announced by a royal salute from the cannen om 
the fortificationsi and his entrance greeted by the ringing of belle. 
During his short stay in Berwick, he was waited upon by me nunrer 
and magistrates, when the former presented him with the freedom 
of the trough. His royal highness seemed much pleased with hia 
reception. Frince Leopold was the widowed husband of the uni- 
versally lamented Princess Charlotte. He is now king of Bel- 
gium. 

1819 CAug. 16^.-^ohn King, for the wilful murder of James 
Hamilton, in the cabin of Newbottle coUiery staith, diH-ing the 
night of Sunday, the 16th of the preceding May, was execttted' 
pursuant to his sentence, at the New Drop, m front of the courts^ 
in the city of Durham. 

September 7. — The first stone o£ a Presbyterian chapel was 
laid at Thirston, near Felton, by Alexander Davison, esq., of Swar- 
land, on a piece of ground generously granted by that gentlemaiip 
who also liberallv subscribed d^O. to aid in the erection of the aaid 
chapel. On tins occasion, the Rev. George Atkin, of Morpeth^ 
prayed, and an address was delivered by the Rev. Alexander Hot* 

September 23. — On the rooming, a fire broke out in the dw^ 
ing house of Mr. Young, of Westoe, near South Shields, which ia 
a short time destroyed tlie whole fabric. 

This month, in digging to make gas tanks, at the Low La^t% 
near North Shields, in a place called the Salt Marsh, in Fow 
Dean, at the depth of twelve feet six inches from the surface^ the 
workmen came to a framing of large oak beams, black as ebony* 
pinned together with wooden pins or tree-nails ; the whole resem- 
bling a wharf or pier, whither ships drawing nine or ten feet water 
had come. Muscle-shells lay under an artificial spread or coating 
of fine clay, as in the bed of a river. Julius Agricola, about the 
83d year of the Christian era, had his fleet in the river Tvne ; bat 
tradition says he moored them in the brook Don, near where Jar- 
row church now stands ; he may have also moored some of them 
in this place (opposite to the Roman station, near South ShieUs)^ 
as it has been a secure estuary at the mouth of the Pow Bern^ 
guarded from the sea by a penmsula of clay and sandy land, bow 
called the Prior's Point, whereon Clifford's Fort was built in 167SL 
Large oak beams were also found, hollowed out as if to convey 
water. Had there been any scoria?, or calcined stones, conjecture 
might have pointed to salt-works having been here ; but, on the 
contrary, few stones were found, only sandy black mud, twelve or 
thirteen feet deep, and one freestone, squared out in the middle 
to hold the foot of a wooden pillar ; hammer marks were visible ia 
the sides of the square hole. On the side of the peninsula above 
referred to, next to the estuary, salt pans were working in the 
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of the Priory, at Tvnemouth ; probably as early as the year 800* 
and so to the dissolution in 1589 ; and according to local history 
and other records, the Pow Pans were making siut in the reign of 

?ueen Elizabeth ; and in 1634, the corporation of the Trinity-house, 
Newcastle, bought land near Tolland's, Delaval's, and Selby's pans, 
to erect their Ix>w Light upon. The Danes often moored fleets in 
the river Tyne, in their pillagine and murderous excursions in the 
8th, 9th, 10th, and llth centuries. The peninsula called Priors' 
Point, appears to have had a fort erected upon it previous to build- 
ing Clifford's Fort. See Ocieher^ ISll, page 64. 

1819 (October 9 J. — A dreadful accident happened from the ex- 
plosion of inflammable gas, in the George Pit, near Lumley. The 
^;as ignited at the cancue of a hewer named Gee, who had worked 
uto a board, where, owing it was supposed, to a fall of the roof, a 

Quantity of gas had accumulated from a blower. By this accident 
leven men and bovs were killed on the spot. Gee and another 
boy died on the following day of the injury they sustained, and 
many others were severely hurt. 

Odeber 11« — A meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, and 
neighbourhood, to deliberate on the outrage at Manchester, was 
held on the town«rooor, near Newcastle, and was most numerously 
attended. In the early part of the forenoon, the reform societies 
of Benwell and Fawdon arrived in town, and proceeded to join the 
Newcastle society assembling in the Castle Garth. At half-past 
eleven, the reform societies of Winlaton, Gateshead, North and 
South Shields, Sunderland, and the eastern part of the Newcastle 
district, passed through the town. When this immensely long line 
arrived at the head of Northumberland-street, it halted until the 

Ky which had assembled in the Castle-garth, and which did not 
e its station till twelve o'clock, passed by it, and took its place 
at the head of the procession, which then moved to the moor. The 
whole was preceded by the hustinfi;8, which consisted of a covered 

glatfrom raised upon the frame and wheels of a waggon, and drawn 
y three horses, decorated with red ribbons ; the hustings were 
hunff round with black cloth, and on the front were inscribed the 
words, in black letters on a white ground, *< truth ! order f 
justice!" Several of the reform societies which formed the 

grocession, were preceded by a person bearing a Roman fasces^ and 
y a band of music which played at intervals. Next the band 
walked the committee, each member of which was distinguished 
by a white rod, at the top of which was a small knot of crape tied 
with white ; after these came the classes into which the societies were 
divided ; each being headed by the class leader, bearing at the end 
of a short black rod a small painted board, on which the number 
of the class and the initial letter of the society were painted. Each 
society was also attended with several flags, and at Uie head of the 
whole was borne an union jack, hoisted half staff high, in token of 
mourning ; many of the committees wore white hats with black 
hat-bands, and many were in black. The classes walked four 
abreast, holding each others' hands* The Shields reformers were 
accompanied by about three hundred sailors. Several parties of 
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female reformers were seen in the procession. On the most mo- 
derate computation, there could not be fewer than twenty or thir^ 
thousand in rank, while some were of opinion the number was 
much greater. It was, however, afterwards ascertained by actual 
admeasurement, that the space occupied by the compact body of 
the meeting would hold 76,000 persons, at the rate of four to a 
square yard ; but when the thousands of scattered spectators are 
included, and the close manner in which the great body stood, 
the whole may be si^ely stated at 100,000. l^e annoiuiceiiient 
of this meeting (by hand bill), intended at first to be held on the 
parade ground, excited a great deal of attention and curiosit^y aiid 
many idle reports of apprehended tumult were in previous ctreubir 
tion, but the result proved what little cause there was for these, 
for never was there a meeting conducted with greater order and 
decorum, or one which passed off more peaceably* 

1819 (OcL 14^. — A serious disturbance todc place at Nottii 
Shields. The mayor of Newcastle (Archibald Reedy esq.) had 
proceeded down the river with tlie civil power, aided by the boats 
of his majesty's ships, with a view of opening the navigation of the 
river, (which had been interrupted for some time by the riotous 
proceeaings of the keelmen), and had gone on shore at North 
Shields. After the mayor, and the other gentlemen who accom- 
panied him, had retired to the Northumberland Arms inn, the 
mob made an attack, with paving-stones and other missiles, upon 
tlie Speedwell steam-packet, by which several of the peace oflioers 
and the coxswain of the packet, were severely hurt ; the marines 
then fired in protection of themselves and those in the steam-boat^ 
when unfortunately one man, named Joseph Claxton, was shot 
upon the New Quay ; this so exasperated the mob, that they 
turned their fury upon the inn, with threats of vengeance against 
the mayor, and exclaiming that they would have blood for blood, 
by the application of some iron pipes, they soon demolished the 
doors and windows of the inn, and liberated a man who had been 
taken into custody, when in the act of throwing stones. By the 
spirited exertions of Mr. Donkin, the high constable of the district^ 
who fortunately arrived at the door in a chaise at the very time, 
they were held some time in check, and time was thUs afforded 
Mr. Mayor and the gentlemen to escape by the back part of the 
inn. From the fury with which they were actuated, there was 
too much reason to fear that they would have carried their threats 
into execution ; and so eager were they to attain their object, that 
they searched almost every part of the house. Their design was, 
however, frustrated. They also sought to wreak their vengeance 
on the ofiicers in the steam^boat, but these had fortunately escaped 
over in boats to the south side of the river. The mob continued 
in the streets in the most tumultuous state till a late hour, but the 
arrival of a party of the 6th dragoon guards from the barracks at 
}<}ewcastle, somewhat quieted the fears of the inhabitants. The 
town continued agitated for several days. The jury, after having 
sat five days on the body of the unfortunate man, returned a ver- 
dict oijufHJiaJUe homicide. 
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1819 (Nov. 2^d— Died, at Tynemouth, Mr. Robert Mills, aged 
101 years* 

November 5* — ^Died, at Throcklej, Mr. John White, aged 105 
years. 

December h — ^Died, at BishopwearmoutH, Mr. John Stephenson, 
butcher, aged 102 years. 

December 9«— Died, at his house, in the Pudding-chare, New- 
castle, Mr. George Gray, an eminent fruit-painter, in the 61st year 
of his age. Mr. Gray, who was of very eccentric habits, was well 
skilled in chemistry and botany. His fruit pieces, when offered for 
sale, generally bring good prices. He was the son of Mr. Gilbert 
Gray, whose death is mentioned at page 871, vol. L A portrait of 
Mr. George Ghray was painted by Mr. Parker, and also etched by 
that artist. 

December 12. — ^Died, in Pipewellgate, Gateshead, Mr. John 
Anderson, aged 103 years. 

December 22. — ^Died, at Sunderland, Mrs. Catharine Clark, aged 
107 years. 

December 26. — ^Mr. Joseph Price, of Gratesh^ul, -glass-manufac- 
turer, presented to the innabitants of that parish, a valuable and 
elegant window of stained glass, for the south transept of St. Mary's 
church ; in the centre is a representation of the annunciation of ue 
virgin to whom the church is dedicated, below which is a reference 
to St. Luke, chap. i. verses 28 and 38, and the following inscrip- 
tion : — " Presented to the inhabitants of St. Mary, Gateshead, by 
Joseph Price, 1819." On each side of this the principal compart- 
ment, are also arched divisions of coloured glass, into which are in- 
troduced the arms of the borough of Gateshead, and the goat's 
head in a shield, with a crest taken from an old chair in the 
vestry, bearing date 1666, with the initials of the churchwardens of 
that year. See vol. t. page 113. On a line crossing the window, and 
dividing the above from the lower compartments, which are com- 
posed of variegated stained glass, are twelve coats of arms in the 
following order, viz. :— of the present rector (Rev. John Collinson), 
of the Rev. Henry Phillpotts (now bishop of Exeter^, and Dr. Pros- 
ser, late rectors ; of Adam Askew, esq., Cuthbert Ellison, esq., M.P.; 
the bishop of Durham (Harrington) ; the earls of Darlington and 
Strathmore ; Sir Thomas Liddell bart., (now Lord Ravensworthj) 
Sir Thomas Clavering bart. ; John George Lambton, esq., M. P. 
(now Lord Durham) ; and Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart, M. P. 
The brilliancy of the colouring, and the good arrangement of the 
drapery, is highly ornamental, and reflects great credit on the 
manufactory of the donor. At a meeting of t£e inhabitants, held 
in the vestry on the above day, (the Rev. John Collinson, rector, 
in the chair) the thanks of the parish was unanimously voted to 
Mr. Price, for his very liberal donation. 

December 26. — Died, at Chilton, Durham, Robert Roan, labourer, 
aged 105 years. 

This month the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer corps 
^ cavalry was formed, under die coomiand of Charles John 
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Brandling, esq., of Gosfbrth House ; and a troop of dimounted 
yeomanry (the measure having been sanctioned oy his raajesCj^s 
government), to be joined to, and to act with the cavalry, waa nuaed 
m Newcastle. 

1819.— This year. North Gosforth Chapel, near Newcaade, which 
was rebuilt about tlie year 1798, was considerably enlaiiged. 

1820 (Jan. \)n — The first number of a newspaper entitled 
<' The Durham Chronicle, or General Nortliem Aavertiser,** was 
published in the city of Durham, by Mr. John Ambrose WiDiania. 
It is at present published by Mr. John Hardinse Veitch. 

January 3. — Died, at Wall's £nd, Mrs. KenTish, aged 105 yen 
She retained all her faculties till within a few days of her death. 

January 6. — About eight o'clock in the evening, a dreadful 
plosion of gas, by which several persons were seriously injured and 
an infant killed, took place in Forth-street, Newcastle. During the 
greater part of that day, the family of Mr. Benjamin Shiter» in 
mnt of whose house, in that street, one of the main gas pipea paaa- 
ed, but without having any communication with the houae, had 
been greatly annoyed with the smell of ^;as, which was eacnting 
from the pipe into the house. Information of thia circumstanoe 
was communicated to the proper persons, at the gas-works, who 
promised to remedy the inconvenience next day, not conceiTing 
any immediate danger. In the evening, however, as Mrs* Slater 
was sitting in the parlour conversing with a friend, she sent her 
daughter with a candle to the closet, when a most violent espkiaion 
of gas took place, by which the upper part of this house, ieA the 
whole of the back part of the one adjoining, were blown out and 
destroyed, and the houses otherwise much injured. Mrs. Slatet^a 
daughter was scorched most shockingly over all her body, and a 
voung child was forced from Mrs. Slater's arms into the fire-phioe. 
Mrs. Slater was also much hurt. Mrs. Fletcher, her friend, escaped 
unhurt. But more serious injury was sustained in the adjoining 
house^ occupied by Mr. John Slater, who was that evening enter- 
taining a partj^ of friends. The part of the house where they were 
sitting was ^uite demolished, and they were so crushed among the 
ruins, that it was some time before they were extricated. Mrs. 
John Slater had both her ancles put out. Mrs. Debnum bad also 
both her ancles put out, and her arm broken ; and had the further 
misfortune of having her child, a baby of about five weeka old» 
which she was holding in her arms, unfortunately killed. Mr. 
Debnum also received some injury, as did Mr. John Slater, and 
some others. From the violence of the explosion, some tables and 
chairs were thrown across the street, and a window being blown 
quite out, was thrown to a great distance. Some persons passing 
were also hurt by the falling bricks, &c. At the assizes held in 
Newcastle in August, 1821, Mr. Debnum brought an action against 
the gas company, and obtained £460 damages. 

January 12. — About half-past nine o'clock at night an alarming 
fire broke out in the house occupied by Mrs. Lynn, in New Cross- 
street, Sunderbmd. The flames burst out with great violenoe» and 
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apprehensions were entertained for the safety of the neighbouring 
houses, but by the speedy arrival of die engines, anMbe praise- 
worthy exertions of the inhabitants in supplying them with water, 
the fire was confined to the back part of the premises in which it 
commenced, and which it completely destroyed. It is melancholy 
to add, that Mrs. Lynn was herself unfortunately burnt to death. 

1820 (FA. 3^— -The accession of his majesty George the 
Fourth to the throne of these realms was proclaimed in Newcastle. 
About two o'clock in the afternoon, Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, 
several of the aldermen, and other members of the corporation, at« 
tended by the general of the district, Sir Andrew Bernard, and 
other military officers, afler having dnmk the health of his ma- 
jesty, in the Guildhall, appeared on the Sandhill in front of that 
building, and there, in the presence of an immense assemblage of 
people, after a flourish of trumpets, the proclamation was read by 
Mr. James Sopwith, town-marshal. The reading of it was receivea 
with cheers, and immediately after a royal salute was fired from 
the guns on the castle. The procession then moved forward, pre- 
ceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guards, mounted, playing 
*< God save the King ;*' these were followed by a party of free- 
porters bearing halberds, Uie sergeants at mace, town-marshal, &c., 
accompanied with a flag, on which was represented the arms of the 
town. Next came the sword and mace bearers, who were followed 
by the mayor, supported on his right by Sir Andrew Bernard, and 
on his left by anotlier officer. His worship was followed by the 
recorder, aldermen, sheriff, together with many officers and several 
members of the common council and other gentlemen ; the whole 
was closed by two troops of the 6th dragoon guards. When the 
procession arrived opposite to St. Nicholas' church it halted, and 
the proclamation was again read. The procession again moved for- 
ward up the Middle*street to the White Cross, and along Low 
Friar-street, and Westgate-street, to the castle, at both of which 
places the proclamation was again read. From the castle the pro- 
cession returned by the head of the Side and Mosley-street, to the 
Guildhall. During the day the bells of the churches rang several 
peals. 

February 5. — The king was proclaimed at Alnwick. The high 
sheriff, William Orde, of Nunnykirk, esq., arrived a little before 
one o'clock at the Swan inn, (where several ffentlemen had assem- 
bled to attend him) and proceeded immediately to the Market- 
cross, preceded by a band of music, the under sheriff and bailiffii 
with white wands. He was accompanied by his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, and several of the magistrates and country gentle- 
men ; the staff of the county militia also attended. After the pro- 
clamation was read, during which the people were uncovered, the 
populace joined the gentry in cheering, and his majesty's health 
was drunk amidst shouts of approbation, while the band played 
^ God Move the King." The duke of Northumberland had order- 
ed several barrels of ale and carts with bread and cheese, to be in 
the Market-place; the provisions and liquor were distributed to 
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the peoplci while a double royal salute was fired from die field- 
pieces at tib castle, and the flag hoisted. The procession then re- 
turned to the Swan inn, and from thence accompanied his grace to 
his princely mansion, where a very handsome collation was served 
for such gentlemen as called. Upwards of 200 of his grace's per- 
manent workmen, and the children of their grace's sdboolsy with 
the militia sta£P, being together above 500 persons, had bread and 
cheese, and ale served out to them in the inner court of this ancient 
pile, where the duke and duchess set them the example of drink- 
ing his majesty's health, in which they all heartily joined, llie 
high sheriff, as well as the duke, broke their glasses after drinldiig 
the king's health, according to the good old custom on such occ»- 
sions, to prevent their ever being used again on a less iaiportant 
event. Proclamations were made at all the other towns. 

1820 (Feb. 16^.— The day of interment of the remaioB of his 
most gracious majesty George 111. was observed in Newcastle 
with every mark of mourning and respect. At eight o'dock the 
flag on the castle was hoisted half-staff high, and continued so 
until the evening ; the flags of the several ships in the harbour 
were also displayed half-mast high; the bells in the diffiBrent 
churches were muffled, and rung mourning peals during the 
day. At the usual time on the morning there was service in the 
several churches and chapels, and appropriate sermons preached ; 
the churches were hung with black. The soldiers, composing the 
garrison, consisting of some troops of the 6th dragoon guards* and 
parties of royal artillery, and of the 33d and 40th foot, inarched 
through the town to St. Nicholas' church in slow and solemn stqp^ 
the band plaving a very mournful air ; this had a most impreiiive 
effect. The mstruments of the band were hung with crape. The 
Newcastle lodge of free masons also attended divine service in St 
Nicholas' church, but without their insignia. The soldiers retoriH 
ed from church without music. From one o'clock till two, minute 
guns were fired from the guns on the castle, and between each gun 
the great bell of St. Nicholas gave a solemn toll. This was repeated 
between four and five o'clock in the evening. The shops were all 
shut during the day, and business generally suspended. The day 
was observed in a similarly mournful manner at all the neighbour- 
ing towns and many of the villages. George IIL died Januaiy 
29th, 1820, in the 82d year of his age, and his son GeoigelV. was 
proclaimed in London on the 31st of January. 

March 11 ^Died, at Salutation, near Darlington, Mr. Benja- 
min Gamett, in his 105th year. He never experienced one day's 
illness, and walked about till a few hours before his death, and tlad 
the use of his faculties to the last. 

March 24. — This being the day appointed for the Northumber- 
land and Newcastle cavalry, commanded by lieutenant-colonel 
Brandling, to receive their colours, the corps, which was then on 
permanent duty, preceded by the band of the 6th dragoon guardsb 
marched to the town-moor, and being formed on three sides oi a 
squarci fironting the Grand Stand, Mrs. Brandling, supported bf 
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Mrs. Bell and Mn. Brown, in their joint names presented the 
standards intended for the three squadrons, observing, ** that 
when they requested the corps to allow them the high honour of 
presenting them with their standards, they felt the fullest convic- 
tion, that they entrusted them to those, who, in every situation, 
would defend them like Englishmen;" to which the colonel re- 
plied in a speech fraught with loyalty* The standards were then 
delivered to the troops, whose loud cheers, accompanied by a sa- 
lute fired by the royal artillerv, had a grand and impressive effect. 

1820«-^In the early part of this year, C. W. Bigge, Esq., of Lin- 
den House, munificently contributed to the comfort, convenience, 
and elegance of Longhorsley church, by building a new vestnr, re- 
pairing the chancel, and enlarging the arch between the church 
and chancel, which before was so contracted as literally to divide 
them into two separate apartments ; he also made an elegant altar- 
table and rails, from a part of an immense osk tree, dug out of a 
moss in his estate, where it must have lain for an unknown series 
of ages. 

^nH 28. — Died, at Lanslev, in Kent, her grace the duchess 
dowaser of Northumberland, m her 67th year. May 10th, her 
grace s remains were interred in the same vault in St. Nicholas' 
chapel, in Westminster Abbey, in which those of the late duke 
were deposited. There were upwards of 100 private carriages in 
the procession, besides mourning coaches. The funeral service was 
performed in a most solemn manner by Dr. Fjmnes. 

Jipril 28. — An explosion took place in Jarrow colliery, by which 
unfortunate event two persons lost their lives. 

May 4. — Died, at Heathery Burn, near Hexham, Mrs. Margaret 
Lee, aged 107 years. 

May 5^^The first stone of a new chapel in the Wesleyan Me- 
thodist connection, was laid in Northumberland-street, Newcastle. 
The Rev. Edmund Grindrod delivered a short address to a respec- 
table audience. He stated, that the first stone of the contiguous 
chapel (Orphan House), for which this was intended as an enlarged 
substitute, was laid by the Rev. John Wesley, on the 20th of De- 
cember, 1742, fsee vol, i,page 167, J and that for many years past 
it had been much too small to accommodate the stated hearers. 
Fridapr, February 2dd, 1821, this elegant chapel was first opened 
for divine worship, when eloquent and powerful sermons were 
preached by the Ilev. Messrs. Newton, Atherton, and Wood, to 
crowded audiences. Very neat houses were soon after built on 
each side of the opening which leads from Northumberland-street 
to the chapel, and which is called Brunswick-place. 
^ May 17. — A thunder storm passed over Newcastle ; a concus- 
sion took place directly over the centre of the town about one 
o'clock, and instantly a mass of fire fell with a stunning report, as 
though a bomb had burst near the ear. The lightning struck the 
chimney of a house at the foot of the Side, which it scattered 
partly into the street and partlv through tlie roof, providentially 
without injuring any person. Tne lightning also struck the spindle 
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at the mast-head of a sloop, near White-hill point, on the river 
Tyne, shivered the mast from end to end, burnt one of the sails to 
tinder in an instant, and raised the deck from the beams four or 
Bye inches. A hole was made in the mast> as if an 18 pounder 
had gone into it. 

1820 jTMay 26;.— Died in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, 
Thomas Matfin, aged 77 years. When a boy, and in St. John's charity 
school, he was supposed to have died. His school-fellows, accord- 
ing to the then custom, attended to sing at his funeral. On enter- 
ing the church porch their voices reverberated so shrilly, as to 
arouse him from his lethargy, and he turned on his side to listen. 
The underbearers, who were juBt setting the coffin upon the bier, 
felt the motion, and in a fright informed the clergyman, who or- 
dered the lid to be unscrewed. On perceiving that life had return- 
ed, he was immediately taken home to his aunt's house in Low 
Friar- street, where he was wrapped in a blanket, and having drank a 
little of some invigorating cordial, was put to bed, and soon recovered. 
He aflerwards became a keelman, and being in his old age, turned 
out of the keelmen's hospital for irregular conduct, he became an 
inmate of All Saints' poor-house, where he died as above slated, 
and was interred at All Saints' church by the Rev. Robert Green, 
on the 28th of May, 1820. 

June 20. — Died> at Slaley, in Northumberland, Mrs. Mary Carr, 
aged 100 years. 

June 22. — The foundation of a new bridge at Chester-le-street 
was laid in the presence of a great number of the inhabitants. On 
taking down part of the old bridge, an old copper coin, supposed 
to be of James L, was found amongst the rubbish. February 22d, 

1821, this bridge was opened for public carriages, when three 
guineas given by Earl Grey were drunk on the bridge. The in- 
scription of " Grey's Arch, November 17th, 1820," was cut on the 
stone over the arch, being the day his lordship was drawn through 
the town by the inhabitants, as he was returning from London 

. from the defence of her Majesty Queen Carolinct 

June, — This month, the workmen digging in the streets at North 
Shields, to lay gas pipes in a place there called the Bull Ring, 
came to a large flat square stone, in which, on being turned over, 
were found, greatly corroded, the iron bolt and ring to which bulls 
had been made fast, when baited there in old times. At certain 
festivals, in the days of Tynemouth Prionr, the rude sport of bull- 
baiting was common at Shields; but after the reformation, and 
subsequent civil wars, the practice in the north greatly declined, 
and is now, with the exception of two or three recent instances, 
(which, it is to be hoped, will never be repeated,) totally abolished. 
July 8. — The bill for lighting, cleansing, and improving the town 
ot Stockton upon Tees, received the royta assent. November 15th, 

1822, the town was first lighted with gas, on which occasion there 
was a public dinner, J. Wilkinson, esq. in the chair, when riiany 
loyal and approi>riate toasts were drunky and the bells were rung 
during the hghting of the lamps. 
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1820 (July 19^. — The chain bridge across the river Tweed, 
near Flaxton Ford, about six miles above Berwick, was opened to 
the public. Captain S. Brown, R. N., the inventor, in his tandem, 
first, followed by twelve double-horse carts, laden with stones, and 
Mr. M olle, of Molle Mains, in his carriage, passed and returned 
along the bridge. The stability of the structure being tried, the 
right hon. the earl of Home, and the commissioners of the high roads, 
preceded by the bands of the Berwickshire and Northumberland 
militias, playing << God save the King,** then passed along it. The 
earl of Home and a numerous party of gentlemen sat down to a 
most excellent dinner, prepared in a tent, by Mr. Paulin, of Horn- 
dean, and the day was spent in the utmost harmony. Several 
thousands of people were present at the opening. The suspen- 
sion arch is forty-five feet, and is sufficient to allow two carts to 
pass, and a foot-path on each side. The extreme length of the 
suspending chains from the point of junction, on each side of the 
river Tweed, is 590 feet; from the stone abutments, 432 feet; 
and the height above the surface of the river is 27 feet. The 
weight of the chains, platform, &c* is about 160 tons ; but the 
bridge is calculated to support a weight of 360 tons, — a greater 
weight, in all probability, than it will ever be subjected to. This 
curious and elegant structure only cost £5,000., whereas a stone 
bridge in the same situation could not have been erected for 
£20,000. It is called the Union Bridge, and was commenced 
building on the 19th of July, 1819. 

July 27. — Died, at Darlington, Jane Rutherford, aged 100 years. 

S^tember 9. — Died, at Great Ayclifie, Durham, Ann Simpson, 
aged 101 years. 

September 26 « — Died, at Hepple, near Rothbury, Mrs. Jane Hall, 
aged 101 years. 

October 19. — The town of North Shields was first lighted with 
gas. 

October 31. — As Arthur Marlham, of Greatham, was shrimping 
on the sand islands, in the river Tees, he was overtaken by the 
tide in the dusk of the evening. He did not see his danger till 
he was nearly surrounded by the water, and knowing there was no 
possibility of escape, he began to consider how he could longest 
preserve himself from being carried away by the tide. A sand- 
bank of a few yards was all the uncovered space left him : he 
selected the highest spot, on which he placed his leap (a wicker 
basket carried on the shoulder in shrimping), and fixing his shrimp- 
ing-pole, with the net downwards, to ffive the pole as sure a pur- 
chase as he could, he mounted his basket, and held by the pole. 
The tide soon covered his feet, and gradually flowed as high as his 
middle. After three hours, he thought he saw the waters fall ; 
but in a few minutes a breeze sprung up, and the tide flowed again 
six or seven inches. The tide, however, was falling, and he re- 
mained on his sand-bank till he was relieved by the fishing boats 
in the morning. His situation in the river was two miles from the 
Durham coasts and three from Yorkshire, in the midst of the Tees 
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estuary, with the wide ocean fiill in front at the river mouth. He 
■aid it was an awful sight to look over the waters ; but his presence 
of mind and his trust m Providence never forsook' him. 

1820 (Nov. 20^. — Newcastle and Gateshead were brilliantly 
illuminated, as a testimony of joy on the abandonment of the bill 
against her majesty Queen Caroline, consort of George IV. About 
•even o'clock m the evening the lighting commenced, and a num- 
ber of devices and transparencies were exhibited in various parts 
of the town. The smaller mottoes, in general, were — '* Long live 
Queen Caroline;" " Innocence triumphant;" " Earl Grey forever" 
&c. &c. The house of Mr. Joseph Price, in Gateshead, was one 
entire blaze of lamps of various tmts, and of the most brilliant lus- 
tre. Illuminations and other rejoicinffs were very general through- 
out the counties of Durham and Northumberland. August 7th, 
1821, her majesty died at Hammersmith^ after an illness of eight 
days. 

This month, immediately above the excavation of the lime-stone 
at Carley-hill quarry, which is situated about a quarter of a mile 
west of rulwell-hill, in the parish of Monkwearmouth, and about 
two hundred yards west of Uill-house, the residence of Mr. Wake, 
senior, whilst removing the surplus soil, Thomas Dobson, quarry- 
man, found a Roman figure, which appeared to be a Lar. There 
were found at the same time, several portions of human bones, and 
a quantity of common rock limpit shells, embedded in lime-stone 
rubbish and surface soil. It is worthy of remark, that several ex- 
cavations have been discovered in the solid lime-stone rock at Car- 
ley-hill (similar to stone coffins) containing human bones. 

The great northern gateway which stood across Sadler-street, 
in the city of Durham, was this year taken down. It had been 
long used as the gaol, and was a very strong fabric ; the outward 
or lower part was defended by a gate and portcullis, within which 
was a recess constructed with sally-ports and galleries, for the an- 
noyance of assailants, who might force the first gate; the upper 
part was secured by double gates. This was the last of the city 
gates. 

This year, Mrs. Mary Pease, widow of Mr. Joseph Pease, of 
Darlington, woollen manufacturer, erected four alms-houses in Dar- 
lington, for the residence of four poor widows of the age of fifly 
years at least, and of good moral character and reputation, to be 
nominated by the Societv of Friends. 

This year and the following, the Register office in the Palace- 
^reen, in the city of Durham, was built by subscription on the site 
of the old county courts. 

1821 (Jan, 2 J, — £arly on the morning, John Wilson, a pitman, 
aged 64 years, fell down the shafl of Sheriff-hill colliery, near 
Gateshead, in the dark, but fortunately caught hold of the rope with 
liis lefl hand, at the depth of about 80 feet ; although it lacerated 
bis hand by the friction, he was able to stop his descent and sus- 
pend himself, until his fellow-workmen heard his cries, and lowered 
down a corf by another rope, which took above a quarter of an houri 
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when providentially he got into it and was drawn up safely. Had he 
descended a few fathoms lower, he would have reached the end o£ 
the rope, and must have been killed by a fall of 450 feet. 

1821 fj€M. 5 J, — When some workmen were removing rubbish on 
the premises of Mr. Fair, of Hide-hill, Berwick, cabinet maker, they 
found a small wooden box, containing 18 gold pieces of Henry 
VIU., Mary, and Elizabeth ; and also 20 silver coins of Elizabeth. 
The whole in good preservation. The gold coins weighed two and 
a half ounces, and the silver coins two ounces. The workmen 
immediately sold their prize to a jeweller, and regaled themselves 
with the proceeds. 

January 7. — ^Died, at Dam-house, near Kirkley, Mrs. Margaret 
Rowland, in her 101st year. 

January 19. — Died, at West Thirston, in Northumberland, aced 
74 years, John Marshall, better known by the name of " Bund 
Jolmny*\ He lost his sight by the small-pox, when four years of 
age, but the perfection in which he possessed the sense of hearing, 
compensated in a great measure for die loss. He worked occasion- 
ally at the anvil and the loom, but for a considerable time before 
his death, his main dependence for support was on his skill in 
playing on the violin. So intimately was he acquainted with the 
surrounding country, that he could readily find any part of it with- 
out a guide ; indeed, he sometimes acted as a guide to strangers. 

February 15. — Tlie chapel belonging to the establishment at 
Hylton-ferry, near Sunderland, erected and endowed at the sole 
expense o^ T. J. Maling, esq., captain R. N., was consecrated by 
the bishop of St. David's. Upon this occasion, a sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Robert Gray, M. A., rector of Sunderland, 
from Genesis, chap. 28, ver. 17. 

Same day, died at the Westgatc, Newcastle, aged 96 years, Ann 
Nichol, formerly of Horsley. She retained her faculties to the last, 
and was one of the oldest members of the Methodist Society in this 
district. When the Orphan-house, in Northumberland-street, was 
built in 1742, she sold a piece of cloth to enable her to contribute 
towards its erection ; and it was remarkable that the Orphan-house 
was closed as a place of divine worship on the day of her interment. 

February 19. — Died, at the North-shore, near Newcastle, Eliza- 
beth Dryden, aged 107 years. 

March 6. — Died, at Cullercoats, Mrs. Isabella Armstrong, widow, 
aged 103 years. 

March 9. — The brewery at Monkseaton, near North Shields, 
was discovered to be on fire, and before it was got under, the dry- 
ing kiln was totally destroyed, with about sixty bolls of malt. 

March 20. — A newly-erected steam mill, for grinding com, at 
Stockton, belonging to Mr. C. Ccoke, was discovered to be on fire, 
and the whole of the building, except the engine-house, together 
with a quantity of com and flour, was consiuned. 

March 23. — ^Died, at South Shields, Hannah Marshall, aged 104 
years. 

March 28.— Died, at his house in Fortman-place, London, in the 
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64th year of his age, Michael Bryan, es^., a native of Newcastle. 
Mr. Bryan was an ingenious connoissieur in the fine arts, who also 
distinguished himself as an author. He was at one time a picture 
dealer, but' though possessed of undoubted skill and judgment as to 
the merits^of the productions of ancient and modem painters, he 
was so unfortunate in some of his speculations as to be obliged to 
relinquish that pursuit. His taste and knowledge, however, were 
80 highly appreciated, that his opinion was often sought, and many 
laige sums have been expended in the purchase of works of art 
through his recommendation. Retiring from active life, he engaged 
in the composition of a << Biographicai and Critical Dictionary of 
Painters and Engravers^* which was commenced in 1813, and 
published in 1816, in 2 vols. 4to. This work is more copious and 
accurate than that of PUkington^ and many of the original sketches 
do much credit to the writer. Mr. Bryan was allied to a noble fa- 
mily, having married the sister of the earl of Shrewsbury. 

1821 (March 28^« — Died, at Widdrington, in Northumberland, 
Mr. Robt. Reed, aged 67 years. He was well known for his know- 
ledge and management of bees, in which he took great delight He 
several times exhibited a swarm suspended from his hand on the 
market days at Morpeth and AlnwicK, as well as at other places. 

This ^onth, the lower part of the horn of a deer, of extraordi- 
nary size, was dug up in the grounds at Campville, South Preston, 
near Tynemouth. Mr. Fenwick, the proprietor, had ordered a well 
to be filled up, first removing the walling stones. Considerably in 
the earth, near the stones, the remains of this lar^e antler were 
found, in the north-east angle of the Roman camp, cidled in Brandy 
** Blake Chesters,** and referred to by Canulen as one of the oblong 
squares (Blake Ckesters being the princi^) running in a zigzag di- 
rection from Segedunum (Wallsend) to Tynemouth. Sacrifices of 
wild animals to the Gods were frequently made in those stations ; 
and some faint tradition yet remains of a temple to Diana, or some 
heathen Deity, having stood at Middle Chirton, the western side 
of this camp or chain of forts. The head of an ancient spear had 
been dug up in the same site. 

April 4. — The foundation stone of a new subscription library was 
laid on the site of the old gaol, in the city of Durham, on which 
occasion Dr. Fenwick delivered a suitable address to the company 
assembled. 

April 25. — The foundation stone of a new place of worship, for 
the Protestant dissenters of the Baptist persuasion, was laid in 
Barrington-street, South Shields, when an appropriate and impres- 
sive discourse was delivered by the Rev. John Winter, founded on 
the middle clause of the 5th verse of the 20th Psalm. 

May 16. — The building a stone bridge, at the expense of the 
duke of Northumberland, over the ijver Alne, near Alnwick Ab- 
bey, was begun. This was a great public accoipmodation, as the 
ford there was often very dangerous to pass. 

Ijfay 23. — The foundations of a new chapel, to be built by sub- 
scription, began to be dug out at Nether Heworth, in the county 
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of Durham, the first stone of which, inclosing an appropriate in- 
scriptjpn on copper, was laid on the following day. This chapel 
was opened for divine worship on the 5th of May, 1822. On the 
27th of September, 1808, half an acre which had been added to this 
chapel yard, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham. Se9 
March 2ist, 1766. vol. i.page 257. 

1821 (June 2), — About two o'clock on the morning, a fire broke 
out in the bam, thrashing-machine, and straw house, belonging to 
John Russell, esq. of Heworth, and before the progress of the flames 
could be stopped, the machinery, roofs, and interior of the houses 
were consumed* 

July 1. — Died, at the Moor-houses, in Northumberland, Ann 
Rule, single-woman, aced 100 years. 

July 7. — John, Lord Eldon, ford high chancellor of England, was 
created an earl by the stile of Viscount Encombe and Earl of Eldon. 

July 9. — An explosion took place in Rainton North Pit, when 
one man lost his life. 

Same day, an explosion took place in Coxlodge colliery, by which 
one man lost his life. 

July 10..— During the preparations in Newcastle, for the cele- 
bration of the coronation, the workmen, on breaking the pavement 
on the Sandhill, for a foundation for the temporary wine pant, dis- 
covered a large stone with an iron ring, to which formerly bulls had 
been fastened for that cruel torture, buU-baiting. See January 21fl 
and 25th, 1768, vol. t. 265. This must have been a second bull- 
ring, as one was removed by order of the magistrates a few days 
afler the latter period. 

July 12. — The workmen employed in converting Gunner-tower 
(part of the town's wall, Newcastle), near the Forth-lane, into a 
hall, for the incorporated company of slaters and tylers, found a 
large quantity of shillings and sixpences of the coinage of Edward L 

July 15. — Died, Mr. William Cant, master of the Blue Bell, 
head of the side, Newcastle, aged 70 years, formerly piper to the 
Northumberland militia. He was an excellent performer on the 
violin and the Northumberlandpipes, and, like his great predeces* 
sors on the latter instrument, Tumbull, Gilley, old Lamshaw, and 
Peacock, he kept up the ancient tunes, with cJl their charming lilts 
and pauses, unspoiled by the modem improvers of music, with their 
<< idiot notes impertinently long." He played " his native wood 
notes wild,'- such as pleased uie ears of tne yeomanry of old at 
Otterbum, Hedgeley Moor, and Floddon Field, and 

" When e'er his pipe did silence break, 
You*d thoi^t the instrument would speak.** 

July 19. — The day of the coronation of his majesty George IV* 
at Westminster, was observed in Newcastle with great rejoicings. 
The large fire places, or rather double furnaces, between which 
the two oxen intended for public distribution were to be roasted, 
the immense spits, cranes, scaffolding, &C., were completed in the 
early part of the week, and became objects of curious inspection ; 
one was placed in the centre of the Spital — the other, at the foot 
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of the Old Flesh Market ; near each of them was a wooden pant or 
fbinitainy to run beer. In the centre of the Sandhill was another 

norary, but larger fountain, to run wine. About two o'clock 
e morning, the fires were lighted, and the roasting of the 
oxen commenced, and from that hour the streets became crowded 
with people. Numbers had arrived from the country the evening 
before, but on Thursday morning, the day being au8(»eioQ6lv fine, 
they poured into the town by thousands in aU sorts of vehicles. 
Never did the streets of Newcastle exhibit such a congnegated 
mass. At six o'clock on the morning the guns from the castle an- 
nounced, by a royal salute, that the rejolcines had commenced ; 
the flag was hoisted, and the Mp% displayed their colours, and the 
bells of the several churches rang their merry peals. About nine 
o'clock all was anxious expectation to witness the boat race from 
WaDcer's Quay to Tyne Bridge, for the following prizes» which had 
been announced a tew days previous by bills^ viz.»->^For the first 
boat six sovereigns ; second boat three ditto ; third boat two ditto ; 
ahd the fourth boat one ditto, given by the corporation ; in addi- 
tion to which, the Trinity-house was to present the first boat with 
an elegant 

BLUS IILK FLAOy 








on which was gilt a crown and suitable inscription. This flag was 
the great object of ambition to the competitors, and for which 
thirteen boats had entered. In consequence of a dispute, the 
iptizes were not adjudged until the competitors again tried their 
skill on August 1st (Sie anniversary of the battle of the Nile), 
when the flag was won by the Laurel Leaf, belonging to Stella. 
At half past nine o'clock, the mayor, recorder, aldermen, sheriflf, 
and common council, met, and voted an address to his majesty ; 
pfler which, the mayor, George Forster, esq., was invested with a 
gold chain and medallion, which bad been voted at a former com- 
mon council, and which was to be worn by all the future chief 
magistrates of that town. At half-past ten o'clock, the mayor and 
corporation, preceded by a band of music, and followed by a num- 
ber of gentlemen, walked in procession to St. Nicholas churchy 
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where bh tpproprute BCrmon was preacbed by the Rev. John 
Smith, M. A, Yicat, ttota 1st Kings, 1st chap. SSth Terse. Before 
the return of the macistracy, Ac. from church, immenee crowds 
had anembled at the ^aces which were to be the scenes of expec- 
ted ftativi^, particulwly the Sandhill, in the centre of which stood 



which was a neat erection of wood, twelve feet high, painted to 
resemble stone, and surmounted by a cupoUi copier bronze, as 
the top of which, was a full sized imperisl crown, encircling a c^ 
of state of crimson velvet, turned up with ermine. At the bottom 
of this roof was a ledge, below whidi was " G. nil. R.," in gilt let- 
ters, and beneath this was a ver^ neat painting of the ahns of the 
town. On the return of the magislratea, &&, to the Sandhill, it was 
found utterly impossible to ^proach the pant, they therefore pnv- 
ceeded to the Town Court, when having come forward to the areat 
window, they drunk his majeatv's health, which was followed oy a 
royal salute mm the guns on the castle, and repeated peali of belli 
from the churches. At the same moment the pant began to nm 
wine, when an almost indescribable scene of uproarious coniusioa 
commenced. Daring the singles to obtain a part of the wine, a 
man got upon the tuh, and seizing the spout, clung to it until his 
dothes were literally torn from his body.* He wa« useful in hand- 
ins the liquor to others, particularly those on the ledse, who hj 
this time amounted to about eight, but two or three of them having 

* Hr. Psrfcert the utiit, of Newcastle, ptunted a picture of this ludicnius 
■CMte. After being ediibited in London, it wn purcbsaed bv the conrantion 
erNewcsttla,£)r tSe putposc of decorsting the vails of the Hsmian^ouMb 
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made too free with the " rosy god^ fell to the groundy a height 
of nine feet, one of them being severely hurt. After running up- 
wards of an hour, the wine ceased to flow, when, having nothing to 
attract their attention, the mob began to throw about the pots, 
soaked hats, caps, &c., to the no smsil annoyance of the peaceably 
inclined inhabitants. The top of the Court was crowded with 
people, as was every window on the SandhiU. Many houses had a 
Kind of gallery erected on their tops with seats for the accommo- 
dation of ladies and gentlemen. Tne pant was totally torn down, 
and a great part of it carried away by the mob. During the time 
of the exhibition on the Sandhill, the ox at the bottom of the Old 
Flesh Market was taken from the fire, by means of a crane, to a 
stage erected for the purpose, and four butchers ascended the plat- 
form to cut it in pieces for distribution. As they cut the pieces, 
they threw them amongst the crowd, who, in return, pelted the 
butchers with the pieces of meat and bones, until they drove them 
from the stage. The remains of the ox were then taken possession 
of, and soon distributed ; and the chain of the crane having been 
broken in an attempt to pull the stage up with it, it was fastened 
to part of the skeleton of the animal, which was then dragged 
through the streets to the SandhiU. The furnace was then partly 
pulled to pieces; and fragments of meat, and even brick bats, began 
to fly in all directions, many persons receiving bruises. The proces- 
sion of mail coaches passing at the time, was shamefUIly pelted, and 
one of the men much hurt. The distribution of the ox at the Spital 
was attended with similar circumstances ; the butchers, &c., were 
speedily driven from the stafi;e, and the skeleton taken possession 
of and dragged to the Sandihill. The ale kept running from the 
pants in the Old Flesh Market and the Spital till near three o'clock, 
when the pants were demolished. By tnis time the crowd was at- 
tracted to the town-moor to witness the race for the gold cup, and 
the streets were soon quiet. This was a fortunate circumstance, for 
had there been no such object, it is most probable that the peace of 
the town would not have been so soon restored. As it was, on their 
return from the town-moor, the mob assailed the remains of the 
temporary erections in the Flesh Market and the Spital, and carried 
off the planks and all the iron in their power. At ten o'clock, 
ibrther demolition was stopped by the police. There was a pant 
also ran beer at the Milk-market, Sandgate, which was chiefly oc- 
cupied by women and children. The inmates of the corporation 
hospitals received five shillings each from that body, and nve shil- 
lings more from the members for the town. The prisoners in the 
gaol and house of correction received five shillings each. The 
children of the endowed charity schools of the four parishes were 
provided with a substantial dinner, as were the inmates of the poor 
nouses. There were grand dinners at the Mansion-house and 
Trinity-house. At the Assembly Rooms was a ball ; and the pit 
and gallery of the Theatre were opened to the free burgesses, 
gratis, on the invitation of the mayor by a bill. In the forenoon 
there was a grand military review on the town-moor. In the 
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evening Sir Robert Shaflo Hawks had a very tasteful illumination 
on the outside of his house in Clavering-place, which was repeated 
the following evening. At Gateshead the rejoicings commenced 
at six o'clock on the morning, by the bells rmging a merry peal, 
which, with the firing of guns at the factory of Messrs. Hawks, 
continued at intervals. At nine o'clock the children of St. Ed- 
mund's chapel school, to the number of 840, assembled in the rec- 
tory garden, and received each a sixpence of the new coinage, a 
glass of wine, and a cake, and a copy a£ our national anthem, 
** CM save Ae Rng^ which they sung with enthusiasm. The 
money was subscribed by the members of the school committee. 
A subscription nvas also entered into by the inhabitants of Gates- 
head, which was distributed among the poor, and a plentifiil dinner 
given to the inmates of the poor-house. Much private charity was 
ispensed. Ste a dOailed (tccount of the proceedings in Newcastle 
and Cratesheadf published by John Sykes. 

Amongst the rejoicings at Durham on account of the coronation, 
a small ox was roasted at the head of Old Elvet, the gift of Lord 
Stewart, now marquis of Londondery. It was soon cut in pieces, 
which, together with a quantity of bread, were thrown indiscri- 
minately at the public ; but no sooner was this done, than the popu- 
lace immediately commenced pelting with it those on the platform, 
so that his lordship's generosity on this occasion was literally throum 
away. Several iMurels of ale were also given away, which added 
considerably to the tumult and confusion. 

At North Shields a quantity of meat and bread was distributed 
to the public in a manner highly commendable. Several tables 
were set out in the market-place, and a loaf of bread, and two 
pounds of meat on a cabbage leaf, with fourpence to purchase ale, 
were g^ven to such poor persons as had produced tickets for them. 
1821 (July 26^. — About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, the soap- 
house belonging to Anthony Clapham and Co., at the Ousebum, near 
Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire, and in a few minutes the 
flames blazed with great fury, and threatened the most tremendous 
consequences. The assistance of the workmen from the neigh- 
bouring manufactories was immediately volunteered, by whose 
exertions, with the assistance of the fire-engines, the destructive 
element was in a short time overcome. It originated in, and was 
confined to, that part of the building exclusively appropriated to 
the preparation of alkalies, the timbers and flooring of which were 
exceedingly dnr, from the heat of the process, and the long contin- 
ued dryness ofthe weather. 

August 9. — About one o'clock on the morning, a destructive 
fire broke out in that part of the premises occupied by the North- 
umberland Glass Company, which fronted the Close, Newcastle ; 
and such was the violence of the flames, and the rapidity with 
which they spread, that at two o'clock the greater part of the pre- 
mises was in a complete blaze, and, in defiance of all efforts, that 
very extensive establishment, with the warehouses, and the greater 
part of the superb stock, fell a prey to the flames. Hie only part 
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left itanding was the ooiie» containing the furnace* adjoining the 
river Tyne. Some adjoining dwelling-houses, inhabited by labour- 
ing people* were involved in the calamity, several families having 
nearly lost their all. Great fears were entertained for the safe^ of 
the soap manu&ctory (which at one time was on fire), belonging to 
Jtfessrs. Doubleday and Co., adjoining to the Glass-house on the 
west side, but a strong west wind carried the flames in an opposite 
dkection. The Mansion-house and Messrs. Doubleday and Co.'8 
counting-house being on the east side, and nearly adjoining the 
Glass-house, were in imminent danger from the flames and heavy 
■bowers of sparks which were carried to them by the wind. And, 
to add to the danger, several hundreds of barrels of rosin were Ijring 
in an open yard dose to the Mansion-house ; on them the sparks 
feu thick and fast, but fortimately they did not take fire, though, 
to prevent such a catastrophe, men were placed on the watch with 
buckets of water, and many of the casks were removed into the 
street. By great exertions the fire was confined to the glass-house 
premises, and about half-past five o'clock was got nearly under, 
though some of the ruins continued to bum during the day. 

1821 fSipL lO;.— John Wilkinson and WiUiam Surtees Hether- 
ington, for robbing Mr. William Mesbit, farmer, of Long Benton, on 
Benton Bank, on his return from Newcastle in the evening of the 
preceding 7th of April, were executed at Morpeth, pursuant to 
their sentence. They were taken from the gaol to the place of 
execution in a post-chaise, preceded by a band of singers. On 
their arrival at the fatal spot ^a little below the east end of the 
town), they ascended the scaffold with firmness, when they joined 
in prayer with the clergyman, and seemed very penitent. They 
were then launched into eternity, and, after mmging the usual 
time, their bodies were ffiven to their friends. Portraits of these 
characters were sketched while upon their trials, by Mr. Parker, 
<tf Newcastle, and also etched by that artist. 

Sq)tember 28. — Died, at South Shields, aged 70 years, Mr. 
William Wouldhave, a native of North Shields, who had been 
many years clerk of St. Hilda's chapel, in South Shields. Mr. 
Wouldnave was distinguished for his eccentricity of manners, and 
a peculiarly inventive genius. He is said by some to have been 
. the original inventor of the Life Boat, yet was suffered to die poor 
and neglected. The figure of his proposed Life Boat is cut upon 
bis tomb-stone, and his model of it is suspended to the chain of the 
chandelier in St Hilda's chapel. He constructed various curious 
instruments, amongst which were an organ, a clock, and an elec- 
trical machine. 

September 28. — Died, in the Dog Bank, Newcastle, Barbara 
Humble, in her lOlst year. 

September, — The Literary and Philosophical Society of New* 
castle received from Thomas Coates, esq., of Haydon-bridge, in 
Northumberland, who had returned overumd from India, the va- 
luable present of a very fine Egyptian mummy, in perfect preser- 
vation) and of great beauty. During a viait which six. C. paid to 
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Gournouy the burial-place of ancient Thebes^ in Upper T^iffPtt the 
mummy was duff fW>m its sepulchre by an old .^nab. Of him he 
procured it, and brought it himself to England. When receiyed* 
It was in the original case or coffin, on the lid of which is carved 
a very beautiful female face. "^ 

1821 ^iS*!^^— This month, the lord bishop of Durham (Bar- 
rington) presented an elegant portrait of himself to the Newcastle 
Infirmary. It is placed at the east end of .the hall of that institu- 
tion, between the portraits of bishop Butler and bishop Benson. 
The west end is decorated with the portraits of Sir Walter Black- 
ett, bart^ bv Rejmolds; Matthew Kidley, esq^ by Webb; and 
Wniiam Ingham, esq., by Nicholson. 

October 1. — Tlie Clergy Jubilee school, on the east side of the 
Carliol Croft, Newcastle, which was erected in commemoration of 
Uie bishop of Durham attaining the 5'Oth year of his prelacy, was 
opened for instruction, and a number of scholars admitted. The 
Kev. Mr. Vicar, Rev. Mr. Moises, Rev. Mr. Parkin, and the Rer. 
Mr. Griffith, attended to take the admissions ; and the children 
being all neatly attired, and accompanied by their parents, the 
sight was truly ^ratifying. The funos not being sufficient to carry 
the purpose of Sie subscribers into full effect, the girls and boys 
belonging to the old-established Free Schools of St Nicholas* pfr- 
rish were removed to the new school, and the whole are now taught 
on Dr. BelFs plan, by one master and mistress. 

October 17. — The foundation of a New Scots Church for the 
congregation of the Rev. John Smellie, was laid in a suitable piece 
of ground, at the western extremity of Northumberland-court, to 
front into Blackett-street. May 17th, it was opened for divine 
service, when an impressive sermon was delivered by the Rev. Dr. 
Hodgson, of Blantyre, in Scotland. As this chapel was not in line 
with Blackett-street, the original brick front was taken down in the 
year 1828, and a stone front with pinnacles erected to line with the 
street. 

October 18. — ^Lambton-park races were first established by John 
George Lambton, esq. (now Lord Durham), at his seat near Ches* 
ter-le-street. 

October 19. — A serious accident happened at Nesham's colliery, 
at Newbottle, on the river Wear. One of the brattices erected to 
close up ^ old working, having been broken into to obtain more 
air, a current of choke-damp issued from the perforation, which 
proved fatal to six of the workmen. 

October 28. — A dreadful explosion took place in Wall's-End 
colliery (Russell's), by which mly-two men lost their lives. The 
explosion shook the ground like an earthquake, and made the fur- 
niture dance in the surrounding houses, lliis alarming the nei^- 
bourhood, the friends and rebtives hurried to the spot, when a 
heart-rending scene of distress ensued. The greatest exertions 
were instantly made by Mr. Buddie, the viewer, who as soon as it 
was practicable, descended with his assistants, when a most me- 
lancholy scene presented itaelfl At the time of the ex[doekm there 
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were fi(hr'«ix men in the pit, of which number four only survived. 
The bodies of the deceased were most dreadfully scorched, and 
many of them most strangely distorted. Forty-six of the bodies 
were buried at Wall's«£nd, fourteen of whom, being relations, were 
buried in one grave ; some of the remainder were buried at the 
Ballast-hills, and some at Wall's-£nd old church, amidst sorrowing 
spectators. 

1821 fOa. 2BJ4 — ^An explosion took place in Felling colliery^ 
by which six human beings were deprived of existence. 

November 30.— At night, a tremendous gale commenced at 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood, which committed great ravages. 
About three o'clock on the followmg morning, the chimney of a 
house in Johnson's chare, in Sandgate, Newcastle, fell through the 
roof, and a poor old widow, named Elizabeth Robson, 86 years of 
age, was killed in her bed, by the end of a broken beam falling on 
her neck. A little boy, her mndson, who lay in the same bed, 
was happily rescued without mjury. Great damage was done in 
die lower part of the town, as appeared by the quantities of broken 
bricks and tiles that were lying at>out the streets and lanes in every 
direction. One of the wands of St Ann's mill was broken, and 
the paling of the miller's garden thrown down. The walls of two 
new houses building in Bndge-street, opposite Higham-place, were 
blown down, a ereat part of which fell inwards upon the joists 
which were broken to pieces, and the whole exhibited a heap of 
ruins. In the garden of Hugh Harrison, esq., on the Leazes, several 
yards of wall, with rails on the top, were blown over. The Me- 
thodist chapel at Kenton, which was used as a school, had the roof 
Mown off, and two of tlie windows blown in. In Gateshead, part 
of the front of a house fell into the street with great violence. A 
stack of chimnies fell and broke through the roof of Mrs. Ludlow's 
house, in the Back-lane, and lodged in the garret, which was for- 
tunately boarded, or the Misses Ludlow, wno slept in the room 
beneath, would probably have been killed. A window in Mr. 
Price's glass manu&ctory, fronting the river, was blown in entirely, 
and forced to the further end of the apartment. By the violence 
of the hurricane much other damage was done. 

December 4« — At a numerous meeting of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society of Newcastle, Dr. Clanny, of Sunderland, pre- 
sented for the purpose of being preserved m their repository, the 
original safety lamp, as it is described in the TVansaUkms of^ 
Society of ArtSy for 1813, and which first called the attention of 
philosophers, and of the proprietors of coal mines, to the subject. 
^ December 10. — At the anniversary of the Royal Academy, the 
silver medal, with the Discourses of Barry, Opie, and Fuseli, were 
presented to Mr. Andrew Morton, a native of Newcastle, for the 
best copy in the school of pamting, from a << Madona and ChUd^*' 
by Raphael. 

December 20. — A spacious and neat chapel built by the congre- 
gation under the pastoral charge of the Rev. Israel Craig, was 
opened for public worship at Lowick, in Northumberiand. This is 
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one of the most ancient, if not the first presbyterian congregatioD^ 
that was established in the north of England. It was originally 
formed by the Rev. Luke Ogle, minister of Berwick, who, haviiu^ 
resigned his charge there in 1661* in consequence of the act of mur 
formity, retired to his paternal estate at Bowsdon. His excellent 
character brought manv to hear his ministrations privately ; after- 
wards a chapel was buut near to where Barmoor castle now stands. 
The congregation increasing, a large (me was built at Lowick, abonl 
the year 1741, which falling to decay, this chapel was erected for 
the accommodation of that society. 

1821 (Dec. 2S^_Died, at Gateshead, aged 64 years, Mrs. Fran- 
ces Elizabeth King, relict of the Rev. Richard King, M. A., rector 
of Worthen, Salop, and of Steeple Mordon, in Cambridgeshire, and 
third daughter or the late Sir Francis Bernard, hart. Tliis lady 
was the authoress of several useful and popular works ; in particu<4 
lar '< 7%e Bemgkial EffwU ofAe ChrigHan Ten^per an DomeHie 
Happme$8" ^ Femah Scripture CharaeterSf' ** The JReetar's MeauH 
ramdum Booki* and a << Tow in France, in 1802." Mrs. King had 
been durins her residence in Gateshead, most actively employed in 
vbiting and relieving the sick and necessitous poor, having establish- 
ed two societies for that purpose ; she also founded and supported 
at her own expense, a Sunday school, at St. Edmund's chapel, for 
educating poor children in diristian principles. Upon the death 
of her husband in 1810, Mrs. King retired to Gateshead, near the 
residence of her two married daughters (Mrs. Collinson, rectory, 
Gateshead, and Mrs. Baker, rectory, Whitburn). 

Same day, and only two or three hours afler Mrs. Sling, died at 
Uswortii-house, aged 70 years, Mrs. Peareth. This is the more 
remarkable, as this lady was the coadjutor o£ Mrs. King, in acts of 
charity and benevolence. 

This year an act of parliament was obtained ^for making 
and maintaining a Railway or Tramroad, from the river Tees at 
Stockton to Witton-park colliery, with several branches therefroiii» 
all in the county of Durham." 

1822 (Jan. i;.— The town of Berwick, was first lighted with 
gas, under the direction and superintendence of Mr. Joseph Glynn, 
of Newcastle. 

January 3. — A most destructive fire took place at Seaton Dela^ 
val, which in a few hours consumed the mansion-house, which for 
grandeur and magnificence was equal to any in the North of Eng^ 
land. The two wings, one of which comprised a large and spacious 
kitchen, with various other apartments ; Uie other a toiutiful stable, 
in a style of princely magnificence, were haj^ily saved by the great 
and active exertions used in making a separation between them and 
the house. The fire originated by a fire having been lighted in a 
room that had not been occupied for some time, and in the chim- 
ney a number of jadcdaws had built their nests ; these took fire 
and communicated to a beam that supported the roof. The flames 
burnt with such fury as to bid defiance to all human efforts. The 
glass in the windows by the intense heat was reduced to a liQufd 
state, and the lead on the roof poured down like water. This 
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tattefiil mannon was built about the beginning of the 18th century, 
by Sir John Vanbuigh. See May 6<&, 1752, voL u page 202. 

1822 fJaiu 21^^— About five o'clock in the evening, an explo- 
sion of gas took place in the shop of Mr. Simpson, grocer. Quay- 
side, Newcastle, occasioned by a candle having been imprudenuy 
held near the connecting pipe, which had been injured as was sup« 
posed by rats. The diocK was very great, and burst the cojunter^ 
under which the pipe was placed, into splinters, forced twenty 
smiares of glass from the windows and considerably shook the ad- 
joming premises. Mr. Simpson, his boy, and labourer, were idl 
thrown down by the shock. 

January 22.— As James Miller, the Waricworth carrier, was 
ooming into Newcastle, seated upon the fore part of his cart, he 
was shot dead by a musket ball, which entered his head at the 
right temple, and traversing the brain, was extracted iVom within 
& skin behind the left ear. Three young men were thotmomlng 
mmutinff themselves by shooting at a target placed against the out- 
aide of the west wall of the bdl«park, on the Town-moor, md it 
appeared that a shot had been fired which had gone over the wall, 
ranged the park firom west to east, and crossing the turnpike, had 
atrixk the unfiirtunate man, who, in a few minutes after, was found 
dead on the road, he having fiiUen firom his seat. After a patient 
investigation of all the circumstances, the jury returned a verdict 
of manslaughter against Mr. Thomas Burnet, who had been sworn 
to as one of the partv. At the assixes the jury confirmed the verdict 
of the inquest, and Mr. Justice Bailey condenuied in veir severe 
UanDB the too frequent practice of fioring near public highways, 
Aereby endangering the lives of his majesty's subjects. As this 
practice was iOegal, he enjoined the magistrates and police to be 
very vigilant in bringing such ofienders to justice. From the re- 
nectability of the ^ntlemen who were called to wpeak to Mr. B*s 
cnaracter, he was discharged on entering into recognixanoes, him- 
self in £100., and four sureties of dC50. each for his af^pearanoe at 
the next assizes, then to receive the judgment of the court. He 
was brought up at the next assizes, and mied £10. 

jFebruary 2.— A most tempestuous wind, accompanied with 
heavy rain, be^an to blow from the south-west, and continued with 
little intermission till the morning of the Mlomng day, when it 
abated. The rain caused a considerable flood in the rivers Tjme, 
Wear, and Tees. At Newcastle, the fury of the wind drove the 
water forward with extraordinary violence, particularly against the 
bridge over which the spray was carried to a ereat distance. The 
low lands to the westward were all flooded. Near Shields, James 
Watson, a wherryman, was washed out of a boat and drowned, 
leaving a wife and fiunily. A sailor, belonging to the Hope, of 
North Shields, fell out of a sculler boat, in trymg to clear it fhnn 
a hawser, on which it had been driven and was lost. Another boat 
was upset, but the persons aboard of it were all fortunately saved. 
At Sunderland much damage was done by the fidling of chimnejrs, 
also to the roofs of houses. Many ships and keels in the river 
were driven from their moorii^ and mudi injured by the eAcU 
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of the gale^ but no lives were lout. At Chester-le-street the Wear 
was so swelled by the rains, that it extended above the arch of the 
new bridge* which is siore than a quarter of a mile from the chan- 
nel of the river ; the whole intermediate space was a compete sheet 
of water, b^ which much injury was sustained. At Durham, a 
stack of chimneys on the house of Miss Wharton, of the North 
Bailey, was blown down, and fell through the roof into a room of 
the upper story, in which were two servant maids, who had a most 
providential escape from destruction. On hearine a loud rumbling 
noisl^ they rushed into a comer of the room, and a moment after- 
wards the chimnevs fell through the ceiling on the floor, at a few 
inches from the side of a bed where one of them had been ntting. 
In Claypath, a nail manufacturer was at work, and another man was 
sitting beside him, both at about a yard's distance from the gable 
end, which was blown down, but luckily it fell outwards. Much 
other damage was done to roofs of houses, &c. It was supposed tlwt 
the river ^V^^ar rose twelve feet above its ordinary height ; its banks 
were overflowed, and the low lands completely inundated. Two 
horses and a cow were seen floating down that river. Great da- 
mage was done upon the river Tees, particularly at Yarm. 

1822 (F^. 15).— Died, at Blaydon, Mr. J. Morrison, aged 104 
years. 

Ftbruary 28.— Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Esther Marshdl, 
aged 100 years. 

Marok S<— A new chapel for the Primitive Methodists or 
Ranters, was opened for divine service at Darlington, when iq»- 
waids of 1,000 persons attended, and a collection was made towards 
the expense of the building, the foundation of which was laid 
October 16th, 1821, when a sermon was preached on the occa- 
sion. 

March 5^— Died, at South Shields, Mrs. M. Stanton, aged 101 
years. 

March 7. — A dreadful fire broke out in the earthenware manu- 
factory of Mr. Wood, at Heworth Shore, near Gateshead, and in ^te 
of the utmost exertions, the whole fkbric, excepting Mr. Wood's 
dwelling-house, was reduced to ashes. Several cottages surround- 
ing the pottery were also burnt down, and great loss of furniture 
was sustained by the poor inmates. 

March 18. — Henry Anderson, a pitman, of Old Painsher, was 
executed at Durham, pursuant to his sentence, for a rape on Sarah 
Armstrong. At the frttal tree he addressed die spectators. The 
unhappy culprit was a married man, but separated from his wife. 

March ^« — Mark Lawson, and William Currie, were executed 
in front of the Gaol Quay, at Morpeth, pursuant to their sentences, 
for robbing Henry Thompson, upon the highway between Morpeth 
and Newcastle, on the 7th of the preceding November. They ad- 
dressed the spectators, admitting the justice of their sentences. 
Their bodies, af^r hanging the usual time, were cut down and de- 
livered to their friends, who conveyed them to Alnwick, dieir na- 
tive place, for interment. Portraits of these characters were 

VOL. II. u 
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sketched whilst upon their trials by Mr. Parker, of Newcastle, and 
etched by that artist. 

IS22(' March 23 J. —The Northumberland, Durham, and New- 
casUe^ infirmary for Diseases of the Eye, was first opened in 
Brunswick-place, Northumberland-street, Newcastle, but atlerwards 
removed to Bond-street (now Prudhoe-street), the utility of this 
institution is evinced by the number of applications for relief, upwards 
of 7024 having been admitted from its first establishment to March 
1831. Consulting Physician^ Dr. Headlam ; Surgeons, Mr. T. 
M. Greenhow and Mr. John Fife ; Matron, Mrs. Margaret Scott. 

March 28. — Died, at Ritton, Northumberland, Mr. Samuel 
George, aged 100 years. It is remarkable, that after eight years 
total bllndbess, he recovered and enjoyed his sight for six years 
previous to his death. 

This month, while Mr. Carr was ploughing in a field in front 
of Stagshaw House, near Corbridge, he encountered a large flat 
square stone, which, on being removed, was found to cover the 
mouth of a cavern about four feet deep, three feet long, and two 
jfe^t and a-half wide, cut in the native rock. This rude tomb en- 
closed a small antique urn, composed of clay and sand, uncovered 
and coarsely ornamented ; it contained a few ordinary sized teeth, 
in perfect preservation; the mouldering remains of a skull; a 
small heart-shaped amulet of grey slatey stone, perforated for sus- 
pension ; and a tongue-shaped piece of fimt, probably an arrow-head. 
There was no inscription on the stones ; no coins were found, nor 
any means of ascertaining the date. A neighbouring farm-house 
retains the name of << The Chantry i"* whether in any way con- 
nected with these remains did not appear. 

April 6. — George Wilson, the celebrated pedestrian of New- 
castle, then in his d6th year, commenced the performance which 
he had previously announced, viz. — to walk 90 miles in 24 succes- 
sive hours, on the town-moor at that place. • The spot selected was 
half-a-mile on the east side of the race ground. He started at 
twelve clock at noon, and concluded his laborious task ten minutes 
before twelve o'clock on the following day, notwithstanding the 
night was stormy, and showers of sleet, rain and hail, rendered the 
ground very slippery. At the conclusion of the feat, the pedestrian 
carried the box himself among the assembled crowd to receive the 
gifls of his friends. He was brought into Newcastle in a chaise 
and four, at the expense of one of his patrons, with colours flying, 
and the bells greeted his achievement with several merry peals. 
See April IQth, iS\%page 72. 

May 7.— The first stone of the New Jerusalem Temple, in Percy- 
street, Newcastle, was laid in due order. The Rev. James Brad- 
ley, the minister, afler giving a general statement of their doctrines, 
performed the usual ceremony ; then, standing upon the stone, offer- 
ed up a prayer that the undertaking might be crowned with success. 
The names of the subscribers, and a record of the object of the 
building, hermetically sealed in a glass phial, were deposited in the 
foundation stone. February 16th, 1823, it was opened for divine 
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Worship, when the Rev. S. Noble, of London, delivered three im- 
pressive discourses, illustrative of the doctrines of that church. 

1822 (May 16^. — Mr. Kent exhibited his marine velocipede upon 
the river Tyne. Being ascension day, and the weather very fine, he 
fired his musket, and performed a variety of evolutions with much 
ease and dexterity, to the great delight of a large concourse of 
spectators. June 3d, Mr. Kent exhibited his apparatus at Sunder- 
land, to at least 20,000 spectators* 

May 24. — The Northumberland flax-mill, at the Ousebum, 
near Newcastle, belonging to Messrs. Clarke, Plummer and Co., 
was discovered to be on fire, supposed to have arisen firom a 
fiake of soot fiying out of the engme chimney into an open win- 
dow in a garret, where flax and tow were deposited, which took 
fire, and were instantly consumed. The manufactured goods in the 
rooms below were saved, but the flames were • not got under until 
the reeling-room and the machinery therein, with the floors of the 
garret and store-room were entirely burnt. 

Same day, an act for building a new gaol and house of correction 
in Newcastle, and another act for facilitating the collection of cer- 
tain tolls payable to the mayor and burgesses of the the same place, 
received the royal assent. 

May 25.— A bull was baited at CuUercoats Sands, near Tjmemouth. 

May 28. — A bull was baited at Sunderland, when a poor man, 
named Simon Thornton was thrown down by the crowd, and had 
his leg broken, of which he afterwards died. Several bull baitings 
had recently taken place at Sunderland. When will this cruel tor- 
ture cease ? Is there no punishment for wanton cruelty ? If so, 
where are the magistrates ? Such exhibitions are the disgrace of 
the vulgar, and are indications of a barbarous spirit which can only 
be eradicated by knowledge which rouses the finer feelings, and in- 
stils a sense of duty to every animated being. 

May 29. — A fire broke out in the Sunderland brewery, belong- 
ing to Messrs. Fenwick and Co., which threatened destruction to 
the buildine and the neighbouring houses^ However, by timely 
assistance it was got under, but with considerable damage to the 
interior of the building, and the property therein. 

May 31. — In consequence of information to the excise officers 
of Newcastle, an illicit distillery was discovered in the waste of an 
old coal mine, in a field near Fenham Hall, adjoining the Town- 
moor. The mine appeared to be one of the most ancient in that 
part of the country, and was surrounded by furze and underwood. 
At the bottom of the shaft, which was gained by a gradual descent 
of several yards, was a small aperture like the mouth of an oven, 
which could only be entered by crawling ; this led to a large apart- 
ment in the mine, wherein were found two stills, with about 200 
gallons of wash, and a complete distillery apparatus, valued in all 
at about £50. It appeared to have been abruptly abandoned for 
fear of detection. A long chimney, built with brick, conveyed the 
smoke into the old workings, whence the neighbouring pits had a 
draught. The coal of the mine supplied the fuel necessary for the 
work ; water was also found upon the spot. As soon as the discovery 
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was known, hundreds of persons risited the place, many of 
whom were induced to explore *< The Smuggler's Hole^* as it was 
now called, and some who ventured into it had to stay much longer 
than they calculated on« About four o'clock on the morning of 
the 6th of June, three young men, to gratify their curiosity, yen- 
tared in about a mile, it was supposed, from the entrance. They 
had provided themselves with candles, which they considered suf- 
ficient for their purpose ; they had, however, proceeded too flir, and 
not having markea their way, were unable to retrace their steps, 
and their candles being nearly consumed, they were reduced to 
the necessity of making a fire with a hammer handle (which they 
had with them for the purpose of knocking off petrifactions) and 
some pieces of coal which they found in the place. As the day 
advanced their friends became alarmed for their safe^, and about 
twelve o'clock, some pitmen coming to the place, kindly offered 
their assistance, and, after some time, found the young men, who 
had been listening with much anxiety to hear the approach of any 
deliverer. They had not followed these friendly men far, when 
he who carried the candle stumbled, and they were again in total 
darkness ; and such was the difficulty of their situation, that even 
with these experienced guides, they were obliged to continue in 
this dreary cavern sevenu hours longer, when other two pitmen 
proceeded in, and extricated the whole about half-past four o'clock 
m the aflernoon, the young men having been unaer ground with- 
out any food upwards of twelve hours. The roof and floor of the 
cavity were covered with very curious petrifactions, called stalac- 
tites, formed by the drippings of water. Several other persons 
were liberated by pitmen, so that it became necessary to build up 
the aperture ; but such was the curiosity of the public, that the 
mason work was soon demolished. 

1822 (June 6 J, — Died, at the Grove, near Durham, in his 64th 
year, Stephen George Kemble, esq., the celebrated comedian, and 
formerly manager of the theatres-royal of Newcastle, Glasgow, and 
Edinburgh. Mr. Kemble, who was a very corpulent man, had re- 
tired for some years from the exercise of the laborious profession 
of an actor. In many characters he was confessedly unrivalled ; 
and it is no small commendation, that he was considered by the 
late Mr. Sheridan to be the best declaimer he had ever heard on 
or off the stage. He was also possessed of considerable literary 
talents, having wrote various addresses, songs, &c. &c. which ap- 
peared from time to time in different journals. Mr. Kemble pub- 
lished, « OdeSy Lyrical Ballads, and Poems" 8vo. 1809, with a 
portrait. June 11th, his remains were interred in the chapel of 
the Nine Altars, at the east end of Durham cathedral, on the north 
side of the shrine of St. Cuthbert. 

July 9. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, Newcastle, Benjamin 
Starkey, in his 66th year. This eccentric, well known by the 
name of Captain Starkey, being a free burgess, was for some time 
an inmate o£ the Freemen's hospital, in the Manor Chare, but 
previous to his deadi had been removed to tiie poor-house. Mr. 
Starkey^ who was uncommonly polite^ had a peculiar smooth 
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method of obtabii^ the loan of a halfpenny, and for whidi he was 
always ready to give his promusory note, which his creditors held 
as curiosities* His memoirs, written by himself, with a portrait 
and fao-simile of his hand-writing, were published in Newcastle, in 
1818. A portrait, &c« of Mr. Starkey, may be had of John Sykes» 
1822 (JufyJ. — ^The workmen employed in digging for the founda« 
tion of a new gaol at Morpeth, found, at the depth of thirteen feet 
from the surface, an oak tree, measuring thirty-eight feet, and nine 
feet in circumference, and perfectly sound. The skeleton of a deer's 
hcttd, with fine brandling horns, was also found at the same place. 
Jufy 11. — An adjournment of the general quarter sessions of 
the peace for the coun^ of Northumberland, was hdd at Mor* 
peth, for the purpose of laying the foundation stone of the new 
gaol, house of correction, and sessions-house at Morpeth. About 
twelve o'dock, his grace the duke of Northumberland, lord-lieu- 
tenant and custos rotulorum of the county, arrived at Mrs. Sunder- 
land's, the Queen's Head inn, when, soon afterwards, the procession 
proceeded in due form to the site of the intended building. On 
arriving at the spot, the various coins of his Majesty George IV. 
were placed in a glass vase, as also three beautiful coronation me- 
dals of gold, silver, and bronze, and a brass plate with a suitable 
inscription, were deposited in a cavity cut in the stone to receive 
them. A large and massy stone of one ton weight was then raised, 
and being lowered to its proper place, was adjusted and laid by his 
grace in the usual form. The silver trowel was presented to his 
grace by the chairman, Thomas Clennell, esq^ at the same time 
addressing his lordship in very appropriate terms. The duke then 
returned thanks to the numerous assemblage present, and to the 
magistrates in particular, for the compliment paid him in inviting 
him to lay the stone — that he always was particularly attentive to 
every wish to serve the county — that it gave him great pleasure to 
attend, as far as possible, to their wishes at all times — Uiat he felt 
the greatest pleasure in learning from the chairman of the county, 
that the calendar for the ensuing assizes was only deformed by one 
capital offence, a great proof of the good morals of the county — 
and he was happy to say, he observed an increasing prosperity in 
the county at large. He conduded by trusting, that when the 
building was finished, it would be the only house in the county 
unoccupied. There was a large assemblage of ladies, filling a tem- 
porary gallery purposely erected for their accommodation, and well 
situatea for a general view of the ceremony. Mr. John Dobson, 
of Newcastle, was the architect. December 15th, 1828, the pri- 
soners in the old gaol were removed to the new erection. 

Jufy 2d.~Died, in London, Mr. John Emery, the celebrated 
actor, aged 45 years. Mr. Emery was a native of Sunderland, 
and was educated at Ecclesfield, in Yorkshire, where he doubtless 
acquired that knowledge of the dialect which obtained him so much 
celebrity. He may be said to have been born an actor, both his 
parents having followed that profession with some degree of pro- 
vincial lame. In parts designedly written for himy be had no com- 
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petitor ; and Tjke (School tfSefarm) and Giles ( MiUer'sMaid)^ 
m parts of which hb acting was trulj terrific and appalling, will 
long be remembered. Besides his histrionic powers, he was an 
e&cellent musician, a poet, and a painter : his drawings of coast 
scenery particularly, being much admired, and when offered for 
sale fetching high prices. 

1822 (Jtdy 25>— Robert Russell, of Newcastle, undertook to 
walk 101 miles in twenty-four successive hours, and completed this 
arduous task four minutes within the time. The spot chosen for 
this feat was the ground whereon Greorge Wilson had exhibited. 
This was Russell's first pedestrian essay. He afterwards walked 
at Edinburgh, and various other places. Numerous were the pe- 
destrians at this time (some walkmg backwards), of which to give 
a detail would be quite uninteresting. 

«/ti/y. — A labourer who was employed winning stones in Stob- 
cross-field, in the estate of Thrislington, in the parish of Bishop- 
Middleham, Durham, turned up with his pick-axe some broad 
lime-stone flags, scarcely 18 inches below the surface, and disco- 
vered lying beneath them a perfect human skeleton. On the right 
side, near the hip bone, lay the iron head apparently of a lance or 
javelin. This first discovery was on the highest ground of the field. 
Another skeleton was found about 20 yardis to the north-west, with 
a smaller lance head, also of iron. Eight or nine other sepulchres 
containing human bones, were afterwards opened at various dis- 
tances, but all apparently gathered round the crown of the field, 
where perhaps lay the chieftain of the race : in none of these were 
found any implement either of war or peace. The mode of sepul- 
ture was uniform and simple. The soil and marie, or soft lime- 
stone, had been cleared away to the depth of about two feet, and 
the skeleton lay on the level marie. On each side a row of large 
round stones was arranged, and on these were supported broad 
flags of lime-stone, which covered the deposit. The distance and 
regularity of the graves seem to forbid the supposition of their 
tenants having fallen in battle, but that it was the fiunily burial- 
place of some early Saxon owner of the soil, before the conversion 
of his tribe to Christianity. In one deposit there were the remains 
either of a female or a very young person ; in another, the bones 
of a horse, and also some smaller animal, perhaps a dog, were found 
mingled with human remains. The graves were not dug east and 
west, but in various directions. The larger lance head measured 
nearly eight inches in length, and a little above one inch in diame- 
ter; the smaller, seven inches by nearly one inch in diameter. 
The teeth of the two skeletons near which the lanca heads were 
found were quite perfect. Some small portions of wood were ad- 
hering to the larger lance head. 

•/ttfy.— The owners of Hetton colliery having occasion to make 
a reservoir for water at the summit of Warden Law, a hill of con- 
siderable altitude in the county of Durham, at the depth of ten 
feet, the workmen discovered an oak tree, which measured seventy 
feet long, three feet in diameter at one end» and two feet at the 



A. D. 1822.] RBICARKABLB EVENTS. 151 

Other. The branches extended thirty feet further, which made the 
whole length one hundred feet. Tne workmen bored down ten 
feet further, and found nothing but wood, but it was not dug 
out. A large quantity of nuts and nut-bushes was found, the 
former were very perfect. About the same time, as some quarry- 
men were laying bare a quarry belonging to the same owners, they 
discovered a human skeleton about three feet below the surface, 
with an old-fashioned button and two breeches knee-buckles, which 
had probably been worn by the deceased. 

1822 (Aug. 6^.«-At a meeting of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society of Newcastle, it was agreed to purdiase the celebrated 
Wyclitte museum, late in the possession of George Allan, esq., of 
the Grange, which was to have been sold by public auction, but 
which had been purchased entire by private contract (for the pur- 
pose of offering to the society), by G. T. Fox, esq., of Westoe, and 
some other spirited individuals. The thanks of the society were 
also voted to Mr. Fox, for the liberal manner in which he had ac^ 
ooramodated the society in the conditions of tlie purchase. The 
collection contains nearly a complete list of British birds, more es- 
pecially all the rarer kinds, with a very valuable selection of foreign 
birds, together with a curious collection of insects, shells, reptiles, 
minerals, and a great variety of miscellaneous curiosities. The 
preceding year Dr. Clanny, of Sunderland, presented to this so- 
ciety a very fine collection of insects made at the Cape of Good 
Hope by C. Colcleugh, esq., which is so much the more interesting 
t9 the entomologist, as it is understood to be complete. These 
form a valuable addition to the beautiful collection from Demerara, 
which had been presented to the society some time before by Mar 
jor George Anderson, of Newcastle, and which were afterwards 
scientifically arranged by G. T. Fox, esq. 

August 8. — A spermaceti whale (a native of the South Seas) 
came on shore on the Northumberland coast, near Cresswell. Its 
length from the tail to the nose end was 63 feet. The oil ^9 tons 
and 158 gallons) of this fish having become a matter of aispute 
between two great landholders, it was taken possession of on 
behalf of the crown, by a special direction from the admiralty, 
September 16th, 1822. August 11th, being Sunday, and a very 
fine day, a great number of people went out to sea in steam-boats, 
smidl boats, &c., expecting to see his majesty king George IV., in 
his royal yacht, pass Tynemouth for Edinburgh : of this they were 
disappomted, but many availed themselves of seeing this <* king cf 
the «ea," as it lay upon tlie beach. The village of Cresswell was 
crowded on this occasion. 

August 9.— Robert Peat, of Ravensworth, near Richmond, aged 
50 years, was executed in front of the county courts at Durham, 
pursuant to his sentence, for poisoning, bv putting a quantity of 
laudanum into the broth of a relation named Robert Peat, at Dar- 
lington, from whom he had stolen his wilL 

Augtut 13. — On the morning, after very tempestuous weather, 
the wind blowing with great violence from the W. S. W., and a 
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good deal of sea setting up, the commodore felt it his duty to ad- 
vise his majesty King George IV. {then on his voyage to Scotland) 
to anchor for shelter in Benirick roads, which was accordingly done 
at 9 A. If., the Royal Sovereign Yacht being in company. During 
the stay of the royal squadron in the roa£, a loyal address from 
the inhabitants of Berwick was sent o^ which was read to his 
miyesty at the palace of Holyrood, and miiidi was most graciously 
received. 

1822 fAug. 30;.— His royal highness the duke of Sussex visited 
the dty of Durham, where a Masonic Provincial Grand Lodge was 
held to receive him. A splendid procession took place, during 
which his royal highness was loudly cheered. He afterwards dined 
with the masons in their hall. On the following day his royal high- 
ness proceeded to Sunderland, by the river Wear, m company with 
Mr. Lambton, in that gentleman's barge. The ships in the harbour 
were decorated with flags, and the people loudly cheered him. On 
entering the carriage that awaited his arrival, the populace look 
the horses out, and drew him to the house of A. Fenwidc, esq., 
where he partook of a cold collation. Previous to leavii^ Sunder- 
land, his royal highness addressed the crowd, and thamced them 
iot the kind reception with which they had honoured him.— 
September 2d, hb royal highness honoured Newcastle with has 
presence, in order to by the foundation stone of the new building 
for the Literary and Philosophical Society in Westgate-street. At 
noon, his royal highness, in Mr. Lambton's carriage, drawn by six 
horses, accompanied by Lady Louisa Lambton, Mr. Lambton, fmd 
Mr. Stephenson, reached Gateshead toll-bar, his suite following in 
other carriages, when the populace took out the horses, and drew 
the royal visitor down Gateshead, amidst the cheering of the mul- 
titude assembled on the occasion ; his royal highness returned 
their salutes with great af&bility. On the arrival of the cavalcade 
at Tyne Bridge, he was met by AUVed Hall, esq., sheriff of New- 
VBstley accompanied by a number of gentlemen, who welcomed the 
royal visitor on his entrance into that ancient and loyal town, to 
which he made a suitable reply. A salute of 21 guns was at thk 
time fired from the castle, whilst the bridge for some minutes ex- 
hibited one solid mass of carriages and people. Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart., and Cuthbert Elliscm, esq., the members for the town (who 
had accompanied the sheriff to pay their respects to his royal high- 
ness), got up in front of the carriage to usher in the duke ; and 
Sir Matthew addressed the populace, insisting that the people of 
Newcastle should now have the honour of drawing his royal high- 
ness, as he had passed tlie limits of the county of Durham. Tliis 
was immediately done, and they proceeded to the Mansion-house, 
when an address, previously voted to the noble duke by the com- 
mon council, was read by the recorder, afler which his royal high- 
ness was presented with the freedom of the town. The company 
then sat down to a cold collation. An e^ciai Grand Lodge of 
Ancient Free Masons of England was held at the Concert-room in 
the Bigg Market. Between one and two o'clock, the difbrnnt 
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lodges, in their official badges, accompanied by the insignia of their 
fraternity, proceeded in grand procession to the Mansion-house, 
and marchcKi thence to the site of the building, which it reached a 
little before three o'clock. His royal highness took possession of a 
throne prepared for him ; Sir M. W. Ridley, bart. sat on his right 
hand, and J* G. Lambton, esq. on his left. The masonic ceremony 
of laying the stone then took place, amid the loud cheering of a 
great assemblage of people, who had been admitted by tickets, and 
Kir whose aocommodatioa a secure scaffolding had been erected. 
A platCy with a suitable inscription, and an elegantly-cut glass vase 
(wnich was presented for that purpose by Mr. Joseph Pme), con- 
taining the coins of the reign of George IV., were deposited in a 
cavity in the stone. The Iwge Assembly-room having been liber- 
ally granted by the committee of proprietors for the accommodation 
of his royal highness, nearly three hundred gentlemen assembled 
in it to dinner, about five o clock. Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., in the 
c^ir* About nine o'clock, the duke took his leave, and proceeded 
with Sir M. W. Ridley, bart., to Blagdon. September 4th, his 
royal highness passed through Alnwick, on his way to Earl Grey's 
seat at Howick. A great concourse of people assembled to receive 
the royal visitor, and his carriage was drawn throuj^h the town by 
the populace, amid enthusiastic cheers, the waving of handkerchiefs, 
and the firing of cannon. His royal highness was very affable, and 
extremely pleased with the kind, hospitable, and enthusiastic recep- 
tion with which he had been greeted during his visit to the north. 
September 9th, his royal highness passed through Newcastle on 
his way to Raby castle, whither he arrived the same day, on a visit 
to the earl of Darlington. 

1822 i^Sept 10^.— Died at her house, in Union-street, New- 
castle, afrer a short illness, Mrs. Sarah Hodgson, in her 63d year, 
printer and proprietor of the Newautle Chronicle^ by which event 
society suffered the loss of an upright and useful member; the 
place of her residence, an enlightened and indefatigable manager 
of several of its charitable institutions, particularly of the Lying-in 
Hospital ; her family, an affectionate and judicious parent ; and an 
extensive circle, a most warm-hearted and active friend. Septem- 
ber 15th, 1822, a funeral sermon, on occasion of the lamented 
death of Mrs. Hodgson, was preached in Hanover-square chapel, 
by the Rev. William Turner. 

September 23. — The first annual exhibition of the Northumber- 
land institution for the promotion of the fine arts, took place in the 
rooms which had been prepared for the purpose, by Mr. T. M. 
Richardson, in Brunswick-place, Newcastle, and many capital pic- 
tures from artists of first rate talent were exnosed to public view. 
This exhibition continued annually until the Northern Academy of 
Arts was built in Blackett-street. See June llthy 1828. 

September 21. ^T>\e^ at Low Famham, Northumberland, Mrs. 
Catherine Green, aged 102 years. 

October 9. — Died, at Cullercoats, near Tynemouth, William 
Mills, aged 101 years 

VOL. II. X 
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1822 fOct 24fJ, — In addition to the inconvenience arising from^ 
the strike of die keelmen on the Tyne, a number of seamen proceed- 
ed from Shields up the river in boats, and took the crews from some 
of the vessels which were loading at the spouts. The ma^or, of 
Newcastle, Robert Bell, esq., proceeded down the river, in his 
barge, with a party of the volunteers and police, and took thirty- 
two of the rioters into custody, and carried them down to the Low 
Lights, at Shields, when thirty were put aboard the kind's cutter. 
A mob assembled on the sands, and demanded the liberation of the 
prisoners, which was refused, and the riot act was read by a North- 
umberland magistrate, soon afler which the crowd dispersed. On 
the following day the prisoners were conveyed from the cutter in 
carts, imder a strong militanr guard to the Castle of Newcastle, to 
which place a number of refractory seamen, &C., followed the pri- 
soners. Previous to their arrival, all the avenues leading to the 
castle were guarded by parties of the Northumberland and New- 
castle volunteer cavalry, and dismounted troop, to prevent the ad- 
mission of the anticipated crowd, and a powerful phalanx was 
placed in front of the castle gates. On the arrival of the party in 
the Castle-garth, the conduct of the mob was so outrageous, that 
the riot act was read by the rieht worshipful the mayor, and two 
of the ringleaders were taken into custody, one of whom was re- 
cognized as having been very active at Shields, while the prisoners 
were conveyed from the cutter to the carts. A military guard re- 
mained all night at the castle. 

October 29< — ^Died, suddenly at his house, Villiers-street, Bishop- 
wearmouth, aged 72 years, T. CoUingwood, esq. M. D., member of 
the Medical Society, London ; Board of Agriculture, and several 
other learned institutions, many of which owe their origin to him. 
Dr. CoUingwood was bom at Bates' Cross, near Berwick, on the 7th 
of July, 1751, and was lineally descended from Sir David CoUing- 
wood, of Brandon, a branch of the ancient and renowned Colling- 
woods, of Northumberland. As an agriculturist and mathematician 
he ranked high ; his communications with the board on rural affairs 
were much esteemed ; indeed, in a literary point of view, his pro- 
ductions were varied and numerous. Medicine, poetry, agricul- 
ture, and even the drama, at times employed his pen. 

November 2. — Half yearly statute hirings for farmers' servants 
were established in Sunderland, to be held on the first and second 
Saturdays in November, and the first and second Saturdays in May, 
in every year. The first was held on the above day. 

November 5. — A cattle-market was established in Sunderland, to 
be held fortnightly on the Tuesday. 

November 18. — The Hetton coal company effected the first ship- 
ment of coals at their newly-erected staith on the banks of the 
river Wear at Sunderland. The waggon-way, which extends over 
a space of eight miles from the* colliery to the river, and in its 
course crosses Warden Law (one of the highest hills in this part of 
the country), was crowded with spectators to witness the first 
operations of the powerful and ingenious machinery txapLoyed for 
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conveying the coal-waggons* Five of Mr* George Stephenson's 
patent travelling engines, two sixty horse power fixed reciprocating 
engines, and five self-acting inclined planes (all under the direction 
of Mr. Robert Stephenson, the company's resident engineer) simul- 
taneously performmg their various and complicated offices, with a 
precision and exactness c^ the most simple machinery, exhibited r 
spectacle at once interesting to science, and encouraging to com- 
merce. Ailer the business of the day» the owners of the colliery^ 
with about fifty of their firiendsy dmed at Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge 
inn, Bishopwearmoiith. 

1822 (Nav.J^^rhiB month, about a mile south of Whitburn, in 
the county of Durham, the sand having been removed by the tide^ 
the stumps of seven trees were seen at about one hundred yards in 
the sea, measuring from hieh-water mark. The largest was des- 
cribed as about six feet in diameter, and was clearly in the situa- 
tion in which it had grown. There was a considerable accumula- 
tion of vegetable matter round them, containmg leaves, nuts, and 
broken pieces of branches ; next below this was a light blue clay, in 
which the trees appeared to have grown. 

December 10. — The beginning of this month, the keelmen of the 
Tyne resumed their labours, afler a suspension of about ten weeks» 
under alleged grievances which the coal owners had determined to 
resist. At periods during the stick they were very refractory, but 
by the vigilance of the navy and military employed, together with 
the prompt assistance of the magistracy, their turbulence was sup- 
pressed. The Swan cutter was moored on the south side of the 
river, opposite to Newcastle Quay, and fired her morning and even- 
ing gun. This was supposed to be the only instance of a ship of 
war having been so far up the Tyne since the rebellion in 1745-6, 
when troops were landed at Newcastle from king's ships. In con- 
sequence of the restoration of order, the mayor conveyed the thanks 
of the civil authorities, on the above day, to the officers, seamen, 
and marines of his majesty's ships the Egeria, Nimrod, and Swan, 
previous to their departure from the port, the acknowledgments of 
the civil authorities, and of the gentlemen interested in the coal 
trade were likewise conveyed to Lieut. Col. Holmes, 3d draeoon 
guards ; Lieut. CoL Brandling, of the Northumberland and New- 
castle volunteer cavalry, and the Hon. Captain Liddell, of the 
Ravensworth cavalry, for their services in support of the civil power, 
and the exemplary conduct of the troops under their command. 

JDecember 25. — The new Presbyterian church, in Clavering- 
place, Newcastle (the Rev. James Pringle, pastor), was open^ 
tor divine service. The Rev. J. Mitchell, D. D. of Andersten, 
Glasgow, and the Rev. J. McGilchrist, of Dunse, officiated on the 
occasion, Mr. Pringle beine absent on a mission to Gibraltar. 

This year, a stone bridge, eighty feet in length, and twenty- 
eight feet in breadth, was built over Dipton-bum, in Northumber- 
land. This brook, after rains, was firequently very hazardous to pass. 

A neat stone edifice for a school-house, was this year, erected in 
the village of Newbum, by the duke of Northumberland. 
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1822« — This year, Bond-street, now Prudhoe-street, in New- 
castle, was formed. 

Carliol Tower, in Bridge^street, Newcastle, being part of the 
town wall, was this year altered and repaired : — Robert Belt, and 
John Pitt Scott, stewards. This is the meeting-house of the com- 
pany of free weavers. See January 2d^ 1746, voL L page 186. 

1823 (Jan. SJ^ — Mr. Charlton, surgeon, of Wylam, having at a 
kte hour been called upon in haste to give his attendance at Oving- 
ham, borrowed a spirited horse of a friend, that he might proce^ 
with the least possible delay. He had not gone above half a mile, 
when he perceived his horse stumble, and he immediately threw 
himself from the saddle. It was fortunate he did so, for the next 
instant his horse had ^len down a precipiece of nearly seventy 
feet, and, incredible as it may seem, the animal sustained no injury, 
but immediately dashed into the Tyne, and swam to the opposite 
side. Search was made after him, and hearinff his master's voice, 
he was heard to neigh even across the water m token of recogni- 
tion, and was ultimately restored without either speck or blemish. 

January 4. — The paper-mill of Mr. B. Ord, at Moorsley Banks, 
near Durham, took fire, owing to that part of the madbinery which 
is called '< 7^ Devii^*' and is used in tearing n^ preparatory to 
their being converted into paper, having, from the great heat caus- 
ed by its rapid motion, become ignited. An old man named Miller, 
who was left in the care of the mill for the night, gave the alarm, 
and Mr. Ord and his workmen, who resided on the premises, hav- 
ing been roused from their beds, proceeded to arrest the progress 
of the flames, and, after considerable exertion, succeeded in getting 
the fire under, but not until considerable damage had been done. 
The old man afterwards died of the injury he received by the ma- 
chinery in endeavouring to extinguish the fire before he gave the 
alarm. 

January 10. — A fire broke out in the dwelling-house of John 
Walker, esq., at Westgate-hill, near Newcastle, by which the back 
parts of the premises were entirely consumed. It originated in a 
lodging room, from the rushlight setting fire to the bed curtains. 

January 11. — Died, in Newcastle, in the 70th year of his age, 
Robert Doubleday, esq., a most active and enlightened member of 
society. For twenty-six years he filled the oflBce of vice-president 
and chairman of the monthly meetings of the Literary and Philo- 
sophical Society of that town, and ror nearly half a century dis- 
charged the duties of secretary to the Dispensary. He was, 
besides, secretary to the Fever Hospital, and the Lying-in charity, 
chairman of the committee of the Royal Jubilee School, and a di- 
rector of the Savings' Bank. His humane and liberal disposition 
rendered him zealous in the discharge of the duties of these offices, 
and anxious, by every means in his power, to promote the interests 
of these several institutions. There is a fine portrait of Mr. 
Doubleday published by Mr. Chamley. 

January 17. — ^Died, in London, in his 72d year, George Ed- 
wardsy esq., M. D.| author of several works oo political economy. 
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Mr. Edwards was a native of Barnardcastle^ in the county of 
Durham. 

1823 (Jan 20 J, — The workmen commenced pulling down the 
Mauon de Dieu, built in 1412, over which was the Merchants' 
Court, at the east end of the Guildhall, Newcastle, for the purpose 
of building a new hall for the company of Free Merchants, and un- 
derneath a fish-market. Besides beina a great ornament to the 
east end of tlie Guildhall, it has removed a nuisance (the fish stalls) 
from the Sandhill, and has also widened the entrance to the QuaVf 
which before was inconveniently narrow for the constant traffic m 
that part. In digging for a foundation for the new building, part 
of the foundation of the town Vwall, which had extended along the 
Quay, was removed by blasting, in doing which, at the depth of 
about twelve feet firom the surface, a mason's chisel was taken onl 
of the centre of the old wall, and which must have remained there 
from its first building, which Hardinge attributes to William Rufusy 
who beein his reign in the year 1087, and ended it in the year 
1100. This chisel is in the possession of John Sykes. 

Jemuary 27. — Died, at his house, in Bedford-row, London, in 
the 86th year of his age, the celebrated Charles Hutton, LL» !)•, 
F. R. S., and for upwards of forty years professor of mathematics in 
the Royal Military Academy at Woolwich. Dr. Hutton was born 
in Percy^street, Newcastle. Like many others, he was entirely a 
self-taught maUiematician. In the years 1755 and 1756, Charles 
Hutton (whose father was employed in the coUeries) worked as a 
hewer in Old Long Benton colliery, but a lameness in his arm, 
from an accident when young, rendering him unfit for so laborious 
an employment ; he opened a school in the village of Jesmond, but 
afterwards removing to Newcastle, he taught with great reputation 
tin 1778, when on the 29th of May that year he was appointed by 
the Board of Ordnance to the professorship of mathematics in tfaie 
Royal Military Academy at Woolwich, in the room of Mr. Cowley, 
superannuated. He was elected fVom a number of candidates, afler 
a strict examination of several days. The following year A^ 
Hutton was elected a fellow of the Royal Society, In 1770 he 
published in Newcastle, his *< Treatise on Mensuration^ 4to., dedi« 
cated to his grace the duke of Northumberland. The celebrated 
Mr. Thomas Bewick, then an apprentice to Mr. Beilby, commenced 
his career as a wood-engraver, by engraving the mathematical 
diagrams for this work. His publications were very numerous, and 
have nearly all become standard works in the mathematical semi* 
naries. The beautiful marble bust of him, executed by Gahagan, 
and which had been presented to himself, September 21st, 1822. 
by a committee of the subscribers, he bequeathed to the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. After the expenses of the 
bust were paid, a considerable surplus remained on hand, with this 
the committee agreed to engrave a die for striking off medals (one 
of which to be given in a case to each subscriber), to contain on 
the obverse the head of Dr. Hutton in profile, with an appropriate 
legend--on the reverse, emblems of two philosophical discoveries by 
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him ; the one on the density of the earth, and the other on the 
exact force or strength of gunpowder, with an appropriate motto.^-^ 
BInu Hutton died at Jesmond, near Newcastle, May 26 th, 1785. 

1823 fJan, and /^e6.^«-^Northuinberland and Durham were vi- 
sited by a dreadful snow storm, which, drifting into immense heaps, 
preyented the ordinary intercourse of business, as travelling in any 
shape was impracticable. The various stage coaches were of course 
detained at Newcastle. For a whole week, the north and west 
mails neither reached nor were despatched from that town. On 
Oateshead-fell the snow was so drifted, as in one place to be level 
with the top of a two-story house, and here the guard of the Lon- 
don mail must have perished, but for the timely assistance of some 
pitmen, who brought forward the letter bags on their backs. So 
great was the fall of snow north of Newcastier that the mail coach 

rso completely fixed in it, near Swarland, that it was obliged to 
abandoned, after which, it was so rapidly covered with snow, 
and so buried, as to leave no trace of the place where it was, until 
after many days' thaw, when the top became visible. The west 
turnpike, near Newcastle, was also completely drifted up, and when 
cot Uirough, exhibited a very singular appearance, as the snow dyke 
stood in many places twelve and fourteen feet high. Newcastle, 
on some of the market days during this snow blockade^ exhibited 
no greater bustle than on the ordinary days. On one day during 
the storm, the mails were despatched to the north on thirteen 
saddle horses, the novelty of which excited considerable interest. 
Travellers were detained at many country places till all the provi- 
sions at the inns were exhausted. Sir Carnaby Haggerston, bart., 
hospitably entertained a large party of strangers in this predica- 
ment, at his seat at Haggerston, m Northumberland. Great damage 
was done to the shipping, many being wrecked near Bamborough. 
At Durham the snow began to fall, January 11th, accompanied by 
a dense fog. On the 28th, some signs of a change appeared, and 
on the 29th, the ice on the river Wear began to give way, but on 
Saturday the 31st, another heavy fall of snow commenced, and 
continued almost incessantly for three days. The roads in every 
direction were entirely blown up, and from Sunday, February 2d, 
till the following Sunday, neither the mail nor any of the other 
coaches reached Durham, either from the north or the south. The 
London mail reached Darlington regularly, and Rushyford with 
some difficulty, from thence the bags were forwarded on horseback. 
February 2d, the Highflyer and Telegraph stuck fast in the drift 
on the height of Butcher-Race, and on Friday the 7th, the mail 
and another coach were stopped at the same place ; ten horses were 
applied to the mail in vain, and within half an hour after, both 
coaches were completely covered by a snow wreath, and remained 
so for two days. On Sunday, February the 9th, the mail from the 
south arrived in Durham, drawn by six horses, and the same day 
the north mail, which had been aetained in Durham for a week, 
reached Newcastle with great difficoltfr. The storm, which con- 
tinued for about six weeks, was far more severe than that of 1814. 
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1823 (FA. 2). — Died, in St. Nicholas' poor-house, in Newcas- 
tle, Mr. James Dderton, aged 100 years. 

Ftbraary 12. — At three o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the lead manufactory of Locke, Blackett, and Co., in Gallowgate, 
Newcastle, which at mrst had a very alarming appearance ; but by 
the assistance of the engines of the iNewcastle Fire-office, and those 
from the barracks, it was got under before six o'clock. The fire 
was confined to the red-lead house, where it commenced, the roof 
of which was burnt off, and two other roofs slightly injured. 

February 19. — A most melancholy accident occurred in the 
Theatre-royal, Newcastle. The piece fsH ** Tom and Jerry i^ which 
had been the source of great attraction, had proceeded towards the 
second scene of the first act, when it was discovered that some gas 
had escaped from a pipe in the lower tier of boxes, which soon be- 
came more obvious by smoke and flame penetrating through the 
crevices into the gaUery. The fire was almost instantly extin- 
guished ; but the cries of *' Fire, fire — save your lives !" produced 
so great an alarm, that all attempts to inspire confidence, or dissi- 
pate apprehensions of danger, were unavailmg. Mr. De Camp, the 
manager, did every thing in his power to prevent the dreadful con* 
sequences which ensued, and it must be admitted that the calami^ 
would have been more deplorable but for his exertions. The peo- 
ple rushed to the stairs, and before the check-taker could open the 
second barrier downwards, the space was completely blocxed up. 
The shrieks of women, and the agonizing cries of the suffisring and 
helpless, were truly heart-rending. Some were trampled to death, 
and others died from suffocation. The following is a list of those 
who actually perished : — Mrs. Robson, wife of Mr. Riddell Robson» 
builder, Westgate-street ; Mary Johnson, aged 16 years, milliner, 
of the Manor-chare; Isabella Parkinson, aged 11 years, adopted 
child of Mrs. Green, Pilgrim-street ; Thomas Handyside, aged 20 
years, son of Mr. Cuthbert Handyside, bookbinder ; and John Jona- 
than Wilkinson, son of Mr. Wilkinson, veterinary surgeon, Pilgrim- 
street, all of Newcastle. Dorothy Heaton, aged 17 years, daughter 
of Mr. Georee Heaton, tailor ; and Mr. John Fdwards, both of 
Gateshead. The check-taker had opened the upper barrier, and 
in his endeavours to open the second, as above stated, was thrown 
down tlie stairs. It was thought fortunate that he did not succeed, 
or the mischief would have been more dreadful, by a large body 
of people being dashed down the steep stairs below the barrier. 
Besides the seven persons killed, numbers were seriously bruised 
and injured. Mrs. Robson was killed in. the arms of her husband, 
who was himself much hurt. 

1823 fFeh. 20^ Died, at North Shields, Mr. Henry Taylor. 

He was bom at Whitby, and was one of the early friends of the 
celebrated Captain Cook, that enterprising and ill-fated mariner. 
Possessed of a very active and intelligent mind, he projected and 
assisted in placing many of the floating l^hts on the British coast, 
particularly those on Hasboro' Gat, the Godwin and Sunk Sands.. 
He was the author of <« hMnu^mu far Mariners respecHny tfs 
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management of Ships at Single Anchor^ Sfc" a very useful wdrk, 
and which has ^one through several editions. IVh'. Taylor also 
gave to the pubhc his own hfe^ under the title of ^^ Memoirs of the 
principal Events in the Life «/* Henry Taylor^ of North Shields,** 
8vo. 181 L This << Sailors' Friend^" like most great geniuses, was 
often neglected, and it was not till late in life that he received any 
permanent reward from the Trinit}r-house9 London. The corpora- 
tion of Newcastle presented him with an hundred pounds, ana the 
Trinity-house of the same place with fifty pounds. He died uni- 
versally respected, and bein^ a member of the Society of Friends, 
he was interred at their bunal-ground at North Shields ; numbers 
of Friends and shipowners attended his. remains to the grave. 

February 21. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in 
Ouston colliery, near Chester-le-street, by which four men were 
killed, and two severely burnt. 

March S. — A most violent gale of wind was experienced in 
Newcastle and ito neighbourhood, which damaged many roofs of 
houses, and blew down chimneys ; trees were luso torn up by the 
roots. Three of the vanes on uie small pinnacles of St. Nicholas' 
church steeple were blown down, and part of the fine but decayed 
tracery in the large Gothic window, in the north transept of that 
church, was blown out. The four pinnacles of the new church at 
Heworth were blown off, and two of them passed through the>oof. 
At North Shields, the family of Dr. Oxley were thrown iqto great 
alarm by a stack of chimneys fidling tlirough the skylight, and 
breaking in the floors. Hi^ipily no injury was sustained. 

March 20. — A most splendid fancy dress ball and supper was 
given by the gentlemen bachelors of Newcastle (47) to the ladies 
and gentlemen in that town and neighbourhood, which took place 
at the Assembly-rooms, when 467 ladies and gentlemen, attired in 
all the splendour, brilliancy, and variety, that taste could devise 
or money purchase, crowded the suite of apartments. The assem- 
blage presented a view of all the dresses of Europe, ancient and 
modern, and of many of those of the other quarters of the globe. 
So splendid an entertainment was never before seen in New- 
castle. 

1823 (April 2)4 — ^Workmen began to pull down the north part of 
the gaol of Newgate, one of the gates of tne town's wall, Newcastle ; 
and on the 10th, the stone statue of King James I., which stood 
over the north entrance, was removed from its stand, and conveyed 
to the castle : it was much broken in its removal. Newgate, which 
appears to have been built upon the site of an older one called 
Berwick-gate, had been the common gaol of Newcastle since the 
year 1400, when that town was made a county of itself, and took 
custody of its own prisoners. See May 23d^ 1400, vol. u page 55. 
The additional wings or flanks on each side of the south front of 
this structure were added, the one in the year 1702, William Ram- 
say, esq. mayor, William Boutflower, esq. sheriff; the other in the 
year 1706, Sir Ralph Carr, mayor, William Ellison, esq., sheriff. — 
On the pulling down of Newgate, the felons belonging to 
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Nevcutle were coofined in the cells of the County Courts, and the 
d^ora in the Cutlet until the campletioo of the new prisons in 
Cariiol-itreeL 



The above wood cut shews the south front of Newgate, with the 
guard-house adjoining its west wing, scd the footway which was 
opened throo^ the town's wall, on Uie eut side, in the year 1765, 
for the conTenience of the public The gaoler's bouse flood oppo- 
site to the east end- June 1B23, the east wing ifM commenced 
being pulled down, which was followed by the removal of the west 
wing. The old building being then imlated, it presented the tp- 
fefnace as shewn in the ibllowing wood cut. 
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Jn this state it remained until September 18th, when it was ctnn- 
tuenced being pulled down. During the demoUtion, several large 
cannon balls were found deep sunk in the wall. These had been 
fired during the siege by the Scots. Parts of the walls were so 
firm that tbev had to be blasted with gunpowder, whilst other porta 
exhibited a heap of ruins. The porteulUs, which remained here 



until the final demolition of the gate, was the last existing one in 
Newcastle. It was of oak, the spikes shod with iron. Altogether 
it was ofa tremendous weight. It was suspended in a groove, with 
the ^ikes reaching below the top of the arcb of the gateway ; the 
centre spikes had been sawn away, to correspond with the arch. 
It is now at Blagdon. That this nteway had been dangerous, and 
inconveniently narrow for the traffic of the town, is shewn by the 
following serious accidents: — November lOth, 1776, in the even- 
ing, two chaises met in the passage under Newgate, and, being 
very dark, ran foul of each other, when the pole of that coming 
into town, struclc the near horse's breast in the other, and wounded 
him so much that he died soon after from the effusion of blood, 
though not before he had run four miles, when he dropped down 
dead under the driver, who had not discovered the bleeding. — 
April 8th, 1797, as a loaded cart was passing through Newgate* it 
was met by a waggon, which together so completely choaked up 
the road, that an amiable young man of the name of Russell, son 
of Mr. John Russell, Morpeth carrier, going through at the same 
time, was unfortunately jammed agiuast the wall with such vio- 
lence) that he expired soon after, lliese shew the necessity of its 
removal, though a jeu dttpril or two were writtni at the time, 
urging Uie necessity (in an antiquarim point c^view) of its being 
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miflered to remain. Pet At appearanee of the original fwrth^rofU 
of Mm Mtrndure^ (^er the wmga and addUkmal north budding 
were removedy eee ioL upage 16* 

182S (May 20 J^ — ^The foundation stone of a United Secession 
church was laid in Carliol-street, Newcastle, by the Rev. Mr. Gil- 
Ian, who addressed the audience previous to the stone being depo- 
sited, and concluded the ceremony with an impressive prayer.— 
December 25th, 1828, it was opened for divine worship with three 
excellent discourses, by the Rev. J. Harper, oi Leith, and the 
Rev. R. Hunter, of Carlisle, when collections to the amount of 
£22. 6«. lOd. were made in aid of the funds. 

if ay— The Society of Arts presented die lai|;e silver medal to 
Mr. Hennr Marshall, of Newcastle, for his improved melting pots 
for brass-rounders and steel-makers. 

June 4.— The ceremony of laying the foundation stone of a new 
gaol and house of correction in Carliol-street, Newcastle, took place 
at two o'clodc in the afternoon. Rc^rt Bell, esq., mayor, preced- 
ed by the regalia of the corporadon, and accompanied by the re- 
corder, aldermen, and sheriff, and the commissioners representii^ 
the four parishes, viz.: — Mr. William Coates and Mr. Fhmcis 
Ewart, for St. Nicholas' ; Mr. Thomas Milner and Mr. William 
Brownsword Proctor, for All Saints' ; Mr. Georse Anderson, for 
St. John's ; and Mr. Thomas Mackford, and Mr. Thomas Grahamy 
for St. Andrews', went in procession from the Guildhall to the site 
of the building ; a glass vase containing all the coins struck during 
the reign of his majesty George IV^ was deposited in a cavity m 
the stone, by William Boyd, esq., die treasurer to the commis- 
sioners, afler which, a brass plate, bearing an appropriate inscrip- 
don, was inserted. The mayor then proce^ea to lay the stone 
with a silver trowel, which he afterwards presented to Mr. John 
Dobson, the architect. He then addressed the concourse of spec- 
tators with great energy, in language befitting the occasion ; thb 
was received with nine hear^ cheers, and the compledon of the 
ceremony was announced by the discharge of the artillery from the 
castle, and the ringing of the bells of the several churches. The 
mayor afterwards entertained the magistrates and the commis- 
sioners at the Mansion-house. 

The beginning of this year, Carliol-street was commeno-ed 
building. Previous to this it was a field called << The Carlud 

June 4— The foundadon stone of a new quay or pier was laid» 
connecting the eastern end of the Low-street of North Shields, 
with the ancient bridge over the Pow Bum, at the Low Lights* 
The ceremony of la3ring the stone was numerously attended, and 
afterwards a large company dined at Mr. Peascod's, the White 
Swan inn. The carriage road along this quay was named the 
Union-way. 

June lo^— Whilst some workmen were digging in the ruins of 
the ancient dormitories of Tynemouth Priory, overlooking Prior's 
Haven, for the purpose of making a receptacle fdir gunpowder, a 
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flkt itoM wu tarned up, which had bmn placed with the letters 
ikiwnward*, as if it had been wrgggbt into the ■tructure a second 
time. A part oftheitonewBsbralcenofi'gt each end, and the letters 
losC; those renunning were almost iUe^ble. Anotber stone, which 
looked like the upper end of a hoodabme ^or fire-place hudstraie), 
had some rude earrings, or ornamental scrolls round the semicircu- 
lar end, and what may have been the front. Pieces of snuU round 
columns, and parts of stonea belonging to ^rmn work, were also 
turned up amongst the cement of ttiese ancient walls. The half- 
nwoD batterjr, ecected during the great rabetlitm, is within a few 
jaria of this place. 

1823 fJutit 19J^-A most meUncbolj accident hnpened at 
WaUcer ctrilierj-, near Newcastle. An air-course having to be opened, 
some workmen were set to open an old shaft, which had beoi filled 
t^for S5 jrears. Thelengthof time it had been fiUed up, induced a 
belief that the earth, ftc, filling it, had become ficnly aoiled to the 
sides, and in consequence, the under-viemr and five other tnen od- 
ibrtunatoly proceeded to remove the euth fhim the bottcxn of the 
•hafl, at the same time that others were working at the top of iu 
They had not worked Ions, whm the whcde mass slid down, and 
buriad them under it. Wea were immediatoly set to work to dig 
them out, when they were found in a shockingly manned state ul 
^to dead. 

Jime Sl.^About two o'clock m the mwnin^ the brass fbundry 
of Messrs. Jobsou and Brunting, in Fortb-atreet, Newcastle, and 
the adjoining nail-factory of Plintoff and Co., were discovered to be 
on fire, which, by great exertions were extii^uisbed with less in- 
jury than was expected. 

Jmu^-Thia month, a very curi- 
ous urU of pottery ware was disco- 



vered by some workmen emidoyed 
by Mr. John Grey, of Millfield 
ffill, in Northumberland, in remov- 



ing a mass of large stones Aat had 
olMtructed the ploughmg of a field. 
The urn was set upon a flat stone 
about four feet betow. the sur&ce, 
and surrounded by soft allirnal soil, 
a large fiat sandstone was carefolly 
placed over it; and above aU, an 
accumulation of wfainstones, some 
of them of a size inconvenient to 
remove, to the extent of from 80 
to 100 cart loads. The um con- 
tained a quantity of soft dust or 
Cder, of a brown colour, and many small pieces of bones that 
not been completely consumed by fire. Those of the head 
iMre the most entire, eq)eciBlly ports of the skull and jaw bones, 
id #hicb, although the teeth were gone, the sockets that had 
contained them, remained as regular as ibe cells in a faancgi 



• 

oomb. From die siae of the tiim(iltit» and the pains with wUdr 
the aahetf had be^ depotked in it, thete is little reason, to doobjt 
that they were the rtsniains o£ some person of distinction in his dajr 
and generation. Annexed is an exact wood cut, by the latfe Bin 
Thomas Beidcky of this urn, from a drawing by Mrs. Grey. - 

1828 fJufy 9)4 — A larfl»» ooramodiousi and elegant buildings 
effected by the Society of Friends^ at the l^ad of Ni&-street» S«K' 
derlandi was opened for public wohMp* by a large ooncomrse df 
strangers attending from Tarious parts of the country. 

J^ 11«— .Died, in Old £lvet» in the city of Durham, aged Vt 
years, Mr. James Brown, commotily called the Jharkam JP^tL 
Mr. B., who was a natire of Scotknd, lived many years in die 
Side, Newcastle, at whidi time he was a rigid BudUaUiBi and oriad 
often to rdate that he, with several odi^rs of the same pMwiasio% 
fasted forty days and forty nights, according (o the dictates €S Mri. 
Elizabeth Buchan, the leader of that sect. In answer to a questioo 
how he sustained the crayings of the iq»pedte during that loag 
period, he replied, in the presence of the writer, that << mey took ho 
sustenance whatever, only they set on to the fire a great pot, in 
ifi Which tbey boiled water, then stirred into it oatmeaL and siqs^^ 
diat" I ! ! Mr. B. followed the business of a tailor ; and when inr 
Newcastle, used to attend the fairs in that neighbourhood with 
clothes made up for that purpose. Here his first wifo died ; after 
which he married an old ladv, not devoid of eccentricities, but pos- 
sessed of some property in Durham, on which account he removed 
to that city to relade. Whilst in Newcastle about for^ years* 
ago, he supposed himself the Poet Lawreai of that town, and used 
frequently to recite his ^ffniidnsy which possessed <' nor rhyme nor 
reason." Not long before his death he cidled upon the writer, and 
told him that he had sunk some money upon a liberal life-interest^ 
at the same time remarking that the party was taken tn, as he 
would never die. During Mr. Lambton's content, in the year 182^ 
4 number of copies of a pamphlet entitled '< A Sublime Epistle, 
Poetio and Politic," and oUier electioneering squibs, pretending to 
be written ^ by James Brown, P. L.," with a portrait, were sent to 
him anonymously; these, after printing an explanatory address^ 
upon the bdck of the title page, he turned to his own emolument 
by selling them. Mr. B. was the author of various pamphlets, such 
as Poetry^ Scrmtural Hierog^hicBy dec The last which he laid 
before the public was a collection of doggrel poetrr printed in New- 
csistle, by mston and Heaton in 1820, to which was prefixed » 
portrait of himself, sounding a trumpet to alarm sinners ; it is *' 
whole length cut in wood by Mr. Bewick, #itb curious verses at 
top and bottom. This eccentric character Was very susceptiUe of 
flattery ; and various were the letters, &c, eulogismg his abilities^ 
t^htch he received, purporting to come from the empercMr of Mo- 
rocco^ emperor of Russia, king of Ei^land, &C., &c., all which he- 
believed to be genuine. These he ua^ to carry about his persooy 
and frequently exhibit to his JHend§f to the no imall amusement 
of those whd were the authors. The ksl time the writer saw tfaiBi 
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origiiMd character in Newcasdey hewasahewnalettary to which wak 
appendeda lump of bad coloured aealingwaic, having upon it an un* 
meaning impressiony this he was fully persuaded was from the Grand 
Turk 1 Mr. Brown was latterly a rollower of Johanna Southcott. 
Immediately after writing the above memoir (for the first edition), 
a notice of Mrs* Brown*s death appeared in the Newcastle Chro- 
nide of July 3d» 1824, as fdlows ^--June 27th, died, in GilligatCt 
Durham, aged 80, Sarah, widow of the late James Brown, com- 
monly called the Durham Poet, a most singular woman. She 
was m her religion, like her eccentric husband, a follower of Jo- 
hanna Southcott, and pretended to have had numerous vi&ions con-' 
coming a future state, all of which she firmly believed. 
. 1823 (July 26 J^ — Grrace Gri£Bn was executed at Berwick, pur- 
aoant to her sentence, for the murder of her husband, John Crnffin* 
An immense crowd of spectators assembled, as there had not been 
an execution there since May lOUi, 1758, when Margaret Drydon 
was executed at Berwick for the murder of her butard child, 
which she confessed, admitted the justice of her sentence, and died 
Yery penitent. * 

Jmbf 29.— -The cordwuners of Newcastle, celebrated the festival 
of St. Crispin, by holding a coronation of their patron saint, and- 
afterwards walking in procession through severd streets of that 
town. The coronation took place in the court of the Peace and 
Unity Hospital, at the Westeate, at eleven o'clock, and soon afier 
twelve, the procession moved forward through the principle streets 
of that town and Gateshead, and finally halted at the sign of the 
Chancellor's Head, in Newgate-street, where the membm of the 
trade partook of a dinner provided for the occasion. A great 
number of people assembled to witness the procession, as were 
had not been a similar exhibition since the year 1789. As it has 
not been revived since 1823, it is hoped that this «t% dUldui 
parade is now laid dormant for ever. 

August 12. — Died, in Gateshead poor house, Mary Rdbson, aced 
103 years. Two years before she underwent an amputation of her 
arm, at the Infirmary, Newcastle, having been unfortunately run 
over by a coal wagRon. 

Thb month, anuman skull and some bones, much in decay, 
were dug up by the side of Fulwell-hill, near Sunderland. Many 
actions were fought here with the Danish invaders in the 9th cen- 
tury, and in the civil wars the king's forces lay at Newcastle, and 
Cromwell's at Sunderland, when sharp rencounters took place in 
this neighbourhood. A gigantic skeleton was dug up here in 
March, 175a See voL t. page 221. 

Septen^er 1. — Died, at Whitton, near Rothbury, Isabella Bum, 
aged 103 vears. 

September 12.— -The -inhabitants of Newcastle and Gateshead 
were sratified with a novel and interesting spectacle, in a proces- 
sion through the principal streets, of the workmen employed in 
several of the slass-houses in that and the neighbouring towns, 
each bearing in his hand a qiecimen of the art^ remarkabfe either 



A. D. 1823.J SIMARKABLE EYHNtS; M7 

for its curious construction or its beauty and eleeance* The nom- 
ing was ushered in with the ringing of bells, and notice of the ia^ 
t^ded procession having been previously circulated^ numbers df 
people crowded the streets to witness the pleasing spectacle. Th^ 
yard at the Skinner's bum, belonging to Messrs. Clayton, was the 
place appointed for the assemblmg of those who had to form the 
procession. Here having been marshalled in due order, a little 
after twelve o'clock it moved forward along the Close, amid the 
cheers of the assembled multitude, the firing of cannon^ and die 
ringing of bells. It was preceded by the band "Of the*T3me Hus^ 
sars, and was composed of the worldnen of the Northumberlandf 
the South Shields, the Wear (Sunderland), the Durham and Bri- 
tish (Gateshead), the Stourbridge (Gateshead), and the Nordi 
Shields glass companies, arranged according to the seniority qf 
th6ir respective houses, each of which was distinguished by Appro- 
priate flags. The sky was dear, and the rays of the sun railing 
upon the glittering column, gave it a richness and grandeur in 9fh 
pearance that defy description. The hat of almost every person 
in it was decorated with a glass feather, whilst a glass star sparkled 
on their breasts, and a chain or collar of variegated glass hung 
round the neck ; some of them also wore sashes round their waist. 
Each man carried in his hand a staff, on a cross piece on the top 
of which was displayed one or more curious or b&Eiutiful specimens 
of their art. As these were thus carried above the heads of th6 
crowd, a full view of them was afibrded to every one, and the pro* 
cession was relieved from the inconvenience which might otherwise 
have been experienced finom the populace crowding round it to 
obtain a sieht of the different vessels. These consisted not only 
of a profusion of decanters, glasses, ^Uets, jugs, bowls, dishes, &c. 
whicn may be called the staple articles of the trade, and whidi 
exhibited an endless variety of elegant shape and exquisite woric- 
manship, but also of several others, renuurkable either fbr their 
grandeur and excellence of work, or fbr the curious nature of their 
construction : amongst the latter were two elegant bird cages, con- 
taining birds, which sang at periods during the procession ; a salute 
was fired several times nt>m a fort mounted with ^ass cannon, to 
the astonishment of, the spectators ; and a glass bugle, which 
sounded the halts and played several marches, was also much ad- 
mired for its sweetness and correctness of tone. Several elegant 
specimens of stained glass were exhibited, and many of the men 
wore glass hats and carried glass swords. When the procession 
arrived at the Mansion-house it halted, when a salute was fired 
from the glass cannon ; the procession then moved forward, pasiH 
ing along the bridge to Gateshead, and up the streets of that town 
as far as Mr. Price's house ; it then returned and paraded througli 
the principal streets of Newcastle, and finally halted at Mr. Thomas 
Heron's, the Cock inn, at the head of the Side, where the men 
belonginff to four of the houses were to dine. Here the brittle 
fort foed a salute, as it had d<me several times before. The men 
of the two remaining houses then proceeded to their reqpectivn 
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^gt$(cm Pf e^t^rt9iluqel||, Que to Mrs. Wallace's» Nag'g Head, &ot 
1^ the Butphers* Bank, the other to Mr. Methuen's, GatetbeaiL-^ 
^xhibitipni of tbU kind are highly commendabley not being a mere 
frnvM^fitW ^^^ calcuh^ted for caricature, but ediibiting to pidblip 
yiew soipe pf the fipe^t eflbr^ of buinan industry and genius. 

18S3 (Sqfi. 26;.— Died, at Hjedstou Liok House, near Wark- 
iryirthy Mrs* Jane Youog, aged 10$ years. 

Ocfobfr 23p— Died, at Vhu Thirston, near Felton, Northumbec- 
laody Mr. Charles Qibson. Without any previous indisposition, he 
ilrppped down ^t his own 4<v>r, and instantly expireo. In early 
life be learnt the trade of a linen-weaver, in which he was very 
{nrpficient ; but taking ^ dislike to the business, be gave it up, and, 
without any instruction whatever, commenced making musical in- 
li^ments, such as small pipes, large bagpipes, violins, clarionets, 
Ac (Ip dso made telescopes, which he completed wiUi admiraUe 
jd^terity ; and the late Pr. Hersphel, the astronomer, did him the 
bonnur to inspect and purchase some of his making. 

Odobm' 31.r-Died, m Gateshead poor-house, Jane Downie, aged 
IPO years. 

tfoveaiiber 2— A fire was discovered, about foyir o'clock on the 
morning, in the tallow-melting and candle-making bouse and lolt 
of Mr. Caleb Wilson, in Walton-lane, Sunderland. The devouring 
element raged with great fiiry for about two hours, when, by the 
prompt exertions of Mr. Thomas Cook, the engine-keeper, and the 
ready assistance of the inhabitants in general, the fire was got uo* 
dor, but not until that part of Mr. Wilson's extensive ranipa of 
warehouses was entirely burnt down, and about half of the stock, 
&c therein destroyed. 

November 3. — A dreadful explosion of inflammable air took place 
in the Plain Pit of Rainton colliery, in the parish of Uougfaton- 
ie-spring, Durham, belonging to the marquis of Londonderry, when 
fifty-three men and boys perished, and several others we^re dread- 
fillfy hurt, two of whom afterwards died ; twelve hones were also 
killed. A little before eight o'clock, one of the overmen, and soon 
after, one of the workmen, descended the pit, and succeeded in 
bringing several of the su&rers to bank ; and in the course of the 
morning the bodies of all who had perished were brought up, with 
the exception of fqur, who were in the more distant parts of the 
.mine. The bodies presented a most shocking mectade, being much 
{burnt, and many of thepi very much mutili^ed. 

Dfcember 1. — Died, in Alawick, Miss Hindmarsh, aged 2$ years. 
She was the author of the '' Ckwe of Hoong€i^ a Tangean Tradir 
Mmh ond other PoemSf* published at Alnwick, her native town, in 
1818. This young lady possessed considerable literary talents, 
■having, at the early age of fifteen, written several of the miscella- 
neous pieces whi(£ compose the dbove volume. 

December 8«-TPart of the splendid collection of books, belonging 

1» John Trotter Brockett, esq., of Newcastle, were commenced 

^seBing by auction, in Loodon, fay lfr« Sotheby. The books, in 

rgenmip wece in fine condition, and braug^t great prices. The 



A. !>• 1823*3 RBMARKABLB EVSMTS. 169 

following are the most particular local works, with their prices : — 
Allan's Collection relating to Sherbum Hospital, dS4. 4a* ; Allan's 
Collection of Tracts, £52. 10«. ; Darlington raniphlet, or, Coun^ 
of Durham Intelligencer, £6. 18#. ; Collection of Pamphlets respect* 
ing the Durham M^stra^, £3. 9s. ; Brewster's History .of Stock- 
ton, £1. 6s. ; Rev. John Brand's Catalogue, £1. lis, ; Brockett's 
Catalogue of Coins, £1. 4«. ; Ritson's Catalogue, £2. 5s. ; Adam- 
son's ]Qfe of Camoens, £1. lls.Sd.; Tittle-tattle Mongers, £4. 5s. ; 
Glossary of North Country Words, compiled by Mr. Brockett, MS., 
£8. Ss, [This has since been published by Mr. Brockett, and has 
ffone through two editions.] Hilton's Titus in Sandgate, 13#.; 
Honesto Willo, a Cant, £1. 29. ; Newcastle Custom-house Garland, 
£3. 4f. ; Lon^ Pack, on parchment, 7s. ; Collection of Old Ballads 
and Penny Histories, collected by William Garret, 8 vols. £10. lOs. ; 
Roxby's Lay of the Reedwater Minstrel, lis. ; Hutchinson's Nor- 
thumberland, 2 vols., £6. 7s. 6d.; Horsley's Britannia Romanay 
£17. 6s. 6d. ; Gardiner's England's Grievance Discovered, in rela- 
tion to the Coal Trade (onginal copy), £20. 9s. 6d.\ Bewick's 
Works (57 lots), £163. l%s. 6d. ; Grey s Chorographia (original), 
£5. 7s. 6d. ; Bourne's History of Newcastle, large paper, £54. 1^. 
There are only three copies of Bourne's History, on large paper, 
known to be in existence, one of which is in the possession of Wil- 
liam Boyd, esq. of Newcastle. See an account of Mr. Bourne and 
his History, February 16th, 1733, voL i.page 148. 

1823 (Dec. 10). — Soon after eleven o'clock at night, a fire broke 
out in the engine-house of the saw-mill belonging to Messrs. Brown 
and Son, carpenters, at the head of Northumberland-street, New- 
castle, and the wind blowing strong at the time, the fire raged with 
such fury, that before any engines arrived, the house and machinery 
were entirely destroyed. By the force of the wind, the sparks 
were carried into the adjoining stack yard of Mr. Lax, and unfor- 
tunately communicated to one of the stacks, which was soon in an 
entire blaze. By the arrival of the engines, and the exertions of 
the assistants, tlie other stacks were preserved. Part of the range 
of work sheds belonging to Mr. Brown were pulled down, to pre- 
vent the fire from spreading ; but fortunately the flames reached 
no part of them, or of the great stock of timber lying about. How 
the fire originated was not known ; when first discovered, it had 
attained no great height, but, from the injudicious bursting open of 
the doors, the wind soon raised the flames to such an ungovernable 
height, that in less than an hour, the whole building and machinery 
were destroyed. 

December 13. — There was an extraordinary parade of the 
Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer cavalry, on the town- 
moor, Newcastle, for the purpose of presenting their worthy com- 
mander, Lieut.-Col. Brandling, M. P., of Gosforth House, with a 
maffnificent gold vase, unanimously voted to him by the individuals 
of wat regiment. It was presented by Major Sir Charles Loraine, 
bart., who addressed the colonel in a very appropriate s^ech, to 
which the colonel made an eloquent reply. At the conclusion of the 

VOL. II. z 
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npeeches, there were loud cheerings, which lasted sdme mmutes. 
This magnificent present is a copy of the celebrated Warwick vase, 
found in Herculaneum, and now in the possession of the earl of 
Warwick. With the pedestal, it is 19 inches in height, and will 
contain about eight quarts. The weight is upwards of 300 ounces. 
It was manufactured under the direction of Messrs. Lewis and 
Wright, goldsmiths and jewellers, Newcastle. Although it was a 
cold winter day, with occasional showers, several ladles were pre- 
sent, among whom were Mrs. Brandling, Mrs. Bigge, Mrs. Dixon 
Brown, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, &c. &c. 

1823 (Dec. 21 J, — On account of Mr. Thomas Gustard, one of the 
brethren of St. Edmund's Hospital, having attained his 100th ^ear, 
the Rev. John Collinson, rector, celebrated the event by a dmner 
at the Rectory-house, Gateshead, for all the brethren, the old man 
sitting at the head of the table, and the rector honouring them with 
his presence. Mr. Gustard died on the 23d March, 1828, at the 
age of 104. 

The latter end of this year, the city of Durham was lighted 
with gas, from an apparatus erected in a field adjoining Framwell- 
gate. 

This year, as some workmen were digging in a field adjoining 
the turnpike road at Hal ton Chesters (Roman station ffunnum), 
they discovered the foundations of a stone wall six feet thick ; this 
they traced about forty yards in a north and south direction, with- 
out reaching either extremity. A hjrpocaust was also found, fifteen 
feet square, tlie floor laid with Roman tiles. The flues were found 
very perfect. Several openings were found into a subterraneous 

Passage, supposed to be a sewer, and which was explored above 
00 feet. A quantity of bones, both human and animal, horns of 
different kinds, and earthen vessels with inscriptions nearly obli- 
terated, have been dug up. 

Stowell-street, running westward from Heron-street, within the 
town walls, Newcastle, was this year commenced building. 
This year, died at Hexham, Mrs. £. Carr, aged 104 years. 

1824 fJan, 1 ). — Died, at Comsay, in the county of Durham, 
Mrs. £lizabeth Kirkley, aged 103 years. 

January 8. — On removing a barrow^ consisting of about 500 
cart loads of stones, on the farm of Mr. Black, at North Charlton, 
on the east side of the post road, and about 100 paces from the 
six mile stone north of Alnwick, two rude sepulchres were found, 
about seven yards asunder ; the first consisted of four stones set 
on edge, four feet long and two feet broad ; these were covered by 
one large stone. In this sepulchre, which was about four feet from 
the surface, were found some small bones. The other grave was 
of larger dimensions, being; also formed of stones set on edge, and 
measuring within, full six feet long, two feet wide, and two and a 
half deep. The joints were cemented with a kind of blue clay. 
At the west end of this sepulchre, was a stone placed as a pillow, 
whereon was found a human skull, measuring nine inches long and 
seven inches across the temples ; the under jaw contained three 
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fresh teeth ; there were also leg and feet bones found in their pro- 
per places. In this grave was also found a brass spear, about six 
Indies lone in the blade^ with two edges and a very sharp point; 
it had a hafl rivetted on to it, apparentiv of bene, but whidi 
soon crumbled to dust. This latter sepulchre was about six feet 
from the surface, covered with one stone about seven feet long, 
four feet broad, and about twenty inches thick ; these, which wer^ 
in a rough state, were bedded upon a blue loam or clay. No 
inscription was observable upon any of the stones. They were 
aflerwards removed to the plantation of Charlton Hall, and the 
spear was sent to John Cay, esq., of Edinburgh, proprietor of the 
estate. 

1824 (Jan. IT^^Died, at South Shields, Mrs. Dobson, aged 
100 years. 

•/aiiiiary2S^— Hackney coaches were established in Newcastle, and 
the stand was appomted to be in the square in front of St. Nicholas* 
church. The fares were appointed by the right worshipful William 
Wright, esq., the mayor, acting between the proprietors and the 

Sublic provisionally, until the rates of fare could be finally settled 
y the magistrates assembled at the Easter quarter sessions, in pur^ 
suance of the local act of parliament for that purpose. 

January 25. — A very el^ant new organ, built and erected by 
Messrs. Wood and .Co., of Edinburgh, was opened at Gateshead 
church by D. S. Hawks, esq., who undly volunteered his services 
on the occasion. A very excellent sermon was preached on the 
morning by the Rev. Charles Thorp, of Ryton, from the 4th verse 
of the 100th Psalm, afler which, a collection of £29 18«. 5^^, was 
made to assist in defraying the expense of the purchase and erec-^ 
tion of the organ ; and in the evening a very well arranged and 
suitable sermon was preached by the Rev. John Coliinson, of 
Lamesley, from the 5th chap. 2d Chron. verses 13 and 14, and a 
collection of £16. 2#. 2d. made. The church was crowded both in 
the morning and evening, and the instrument gave great satis&c- 
tion The performance was of the most masterly style. Mr. 
Hawks has been a prodigy in music ever since a boy. See May 
ISM, 1798, vol i. page 389. 

FAruary 9. — A fire was discovered raging with great violence 
in the cabin of the Pomona, Captain Pybus, lying on the south side 
of the river at Newcastle. Considerable damage was done before 
it was extinguished. The fire originated from the over-heatiag of 
the cabin stove. 

February 14. — The wind-mill belonging to Mr. George Blax- 
land, at Cmr*s Hill, near Gateshead, was destroyed by fire. The 
adjoining dwelling-house was saved. How the fire, which took 
place at night, originated, could not be ascertained, as the mill had 
not been at work since the morning, and the premises had been 
examined and appeared secure a short time before the fire was dis- 
covered. 

MarA 9« — ^The town of Sunderland was first lighted with gas, 
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the brilliancy of which was much admired by a large concourse of 
spectators. 

1824 (March 16^-- The first general meeting of the Literary, 
Scientific, and Mechanical Institution, of Newcastle, was held in 
the Joiners' Hall, Mr. Robert Robson, in the chair. After some 
discussion, rules were adopted, and two secretaries, with eighteen 
members for an acting committee were chosen. April 27ui, the 
Bbrary'was opened in a room in Pilgrim-street, which had been 
decupled as an auction-mart. Most of the books had been present- 
kA. The first monthly meetine of this institution, the Rev. William 
Turner in the chair, was held May llth, 1824. This institution, 
which is at present in a very flourishing state, is held in very spa* 
dous apartments in a buildmg fitted up for the purpose near the 
east end of Blackett-street. 

Mechanics institutions are established at nearly all the towns, &c* 
in the counties of Durham and Northumberland. 

Mardi^ — Some masons working in a quarry at Cowpen Hig^ 
House, near Blyth, discovered, inclosed in a block of freestone, 
two petrified fish, apparently, firom their shape and dimensions 
(about 2^ feet in length), of ^e salmon tribe, though the scales 
were larger than belong to that description of fish. The imptes* 
sion of the scales was left on the stone in which they were fiiond. 

This month, the foundation stone of a new schoot'^room, at 
Warkworth, for boys, to be built by subscription, capaUe of con* 
taining 100 children, to be instructed on the Madras system, and ia 
the principles of the church of England, was laid by the Rer* T. 
Winscom, the vicar. 

ApriL — The beginning of this month, as the workmen were 
cutting a drain, a little in advance of the south side of the castle, 
of Newcastle, they discovered several human skeletons, some at 
the depth of eight feet, and others at the depth of three feet firom 
the surface. Two were found at about eighteen inches from each 
other, lying with the feet to the east, and secured from the earth 
by rude sepulchres, the bottoms of which were formed of thin 
stones and lime, and the sides built up of stones, with stones laid 
upon the tops to support the superincumbent earth. A skull of 
one of these which the writer had in his hand, and inspected, had 
a round perforatio:i in the top, as if made by a ball ; the under 
jaw was attached to the skull, and had the teeth quite perfect, 
though very blunt, the teeth in the upper jaw were also peH^Kt, 
with the exception of two or three in the front, which the woricmen 
said they had knocked out. It is very natural to suppose that 
these must have been men of rank, from the manner of^ their in^ 
terment, as the other bodies which were found, seemed to have 
been promiscuously huddled together. Hie skull, which is in a 
state of fine preservation, is now in the pcTssession of Mr. James 
Wilkie, at the Dispensary, Newcastle. 

Aprils. — Died, at North Shields, aged 71 years, Mr. James 
Pringle, a most profound mathematician. The small share of 
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8cho<^ education Mr. Pringle had, he obtained at (!!!ambo, in North'* 
umberland. He was almost self-taught, having acquired a knowledge 
of the French, Latin, and Greek languages. At one period of hit 
life he was an assistant for the ** NauHcal Ephemeris" under the 
late astronomer-rojal, Dr. Maskelyne. He corresponded with the 
late Dr. Hutton on scientific subjects* Mr. Pringle was for 22 yean 
vice-treasurer to the North Shields Subscription Library, ana was 
at all times an unassuming man. 

1824 (April b)* — A Horticultural and Botanical Society was 
established in Newcastle. The first prize exhibition was held 
January 14th, 1825. This is held annually. 

April 15.«-Died, at Witton GUbert, Durham, Ann Hall, widow» 
aged 100 years. 

April 20. — Died, in Bridge-street, Blackfiriars, London, the Rev. 
Robert Clarke, M. A., rector of Wal wick, and lecturer of Hexham, 
aged 53 years. May 1st, his remains arrived at Newcastle in a 
hearse with six horses, followed by a moufsn^ coach with four 
horseff ; and on the 3d, the mournful proceaaioii was joioed by se« 
veral private carriages, and set out with considerate heraldic ^en- 
dour tor Hexham, displaying a great number of banners and escut- 
cheons. The day was one continued storm of wind and rain, but 
notwithstanding, as the procession approached its destinatioh, it was 
met and joined by the members of the dtierent trades, and almost 
all the iidiabitants of Hexham, in deep moumii^ to testify their 
respect for the deceased. The shops were shut, the bells tolled at 
intervals, and the throng of people, accumulating as the hearse ad- 
vanced, produced an emct of imposing and melancturfy awe, which 
was much heightened by the solemn order of the procession, the 
rear of it being composed of a great number of respectai^e gentle- 
men of Hexham and its neighbourhood, who walked in pairs. The 
furperal service was performed by the Rev. C. Lee, and after a so- 
lemn dirge (m the organ, Lutlier s sublime hymn was impressively 
chaunted. By the death of this great and good man, the town 
and neighbourhood of Hexham suffered an almost irreparable ]o8s,and 
numerous odes, elegies, &c. &c., were written on the occasion. As 
a proof of the general estimation in which this gentleman was held, 
a sermon was preached on the occasion, in the rresbyterian chapel, 
Hexham, on Sunday May 9th, 1824, by the Rev. James Richard- 
son, from 2d Samuel, 3d chap. 3Sth verse, and which was publish- 
ed by request 

^jcTi/ 21->-The bams, stables, cow-houses, and sheds, on the 
farm at South Acomb, near ByweU, the property of T. W. Beau- 
mont, esq., M. P., were entirely destroyed by fire. Th^ dwelling- 
house and a cottage were all that escaped the devouring element. 
The tenants had two calves, a cart, and a considerable quantity of 
implements of husbandry consumed, also a thrashing machine and 
sixty bolls of oats were destroyed. 

April 2S.r-— Mr. George Gilmore, the surveyor of the turnpike- 
road between Durham and Newcsurtk, having discovered tiiat a 
sprinkling cf the ofl of salt (which can be cbne at a moderate 
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npense) wu m'oit effectual in hjing the dust of roads for h con- 
Hdenble time without a repetition, miereas the effect of wstering 
lasts onty for a short time, tried the experiment at Birtley-lane, 
near Birtlej, and found, after the lapse of a month, that it was still 
finn and dunp, as this liquid attracts and retains the moisture from 
die atmosphere. Mr. Gilmore afterwards tried the experiment on 
the McAoamised part of Dean-street, and other parts of Newcastle, 
whidi still confirmed the vdue of the discovery, yet this simple 
method of allMing the dust has not come into general use. In the 
year 1828, Mr. Gilmore was presented with a silver cup by the 

KDtlemen connected with the road between Newcastle and Dur- 
m, for his indefatigable and praiseworthy exertions on that turn- 
pike during the dreadful snow storm in the beginning of that year. 
April 27, — Workmen com- 
menced taking down the fine 
old Gothic window in the 
north transept of St. Nicholas' 
Church, in Newcastle. This 
beautiful window had long 
been in a ruinous state, aiu 
from the eSiects of a high wind 
(March 3, 1823), it was found 
necessary to prop it. In this 
state it remained until the 
stone work of the new window 
was ready to be put in, which, 
when completed, together with 
several improvements in the 
interior of the north transept, 
&C., reflected a lasting honour 
aa those qfirited individuals by whose generosity these alterations 
were accomplighed. This wood cut shews the window. 

1824 f May IS J. — The foundation-stone ofanew church, dedicat- 
ed to St. John, on Gateshead Fell, was lud by the Rev. John Collin- 
■on, A. M., rector of Gateshead. As is customary on such occamons, 
the coinage of the reigning monarch, from a penny, in silver, to a 
'sovereign, was deposited in a handsome flint^lass bottle, which 
bottle was placed m a cavity in the foundation-stone, along with a 
neat silver tablet, bearing an inscription which set forth the name 
of the rev. gentleman who performed the ceremony, the dignities, 
Ac., of the rev. diocesan (the lord bishop of Durham), the names 
ni the trustees — Sir R. 8. Hawks, knt, Matthew Atkinson, John 
-Barras, Michael Hall, and Henry Smith, esqrs., and of the archi- 
tect, Mr. Ions, as well as tlie day of the month, and the year of 
the reign of his majesty George IV. After the stone was deposit- 
ed, the rector put up an excellent and appropriate prayer which 
was listened to with becoming attention. On the conclusion of the 
ceremony a salute of nine guns was fired from a temporary battery, 
wliich wga answered by nine cheers from the populace. After- 
wards • large par^ partook of refrcshmento most Uberally and 
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hospitably provided in a tent by James Hutchinson, esq., of Sheriff- 
hill. August SO, 1825, the church and cemetery were consecrated 
by the lord bishop of Oxford. Oct SO, the church was opened 
for divine service, when a sermon was preached by the Rev. John 
CoUinson, A. M., rector of Gateshead. April 15, 1827 an excellent 
organ was opened in this church, on which occasion Mr. D. 8* 
Hawks presided. 

1824 ^ilfay 27^«.-.The Rev. John Collinson, rector, the four-and- 
twenty, the churchwardens, and a great number of other inhaln* 
tants, accompanied by Mr. Forster, steward to Cuthbert EllisoiH 
esq., M. P., lord of the manor, perambulated the boundaries of tha 
pirish of Gateshead. They commenced at the filue^tone, on 
Tyne Bridge, at nine o'clock, attended by two constables with 
flags, and two excellent pipers, and were greeted at their depart 
ture by a salute of guns from Mr. Price's glass-works, and aped 
of bells from St. Mary's church. They proceeded by the northern 
and the western boundaries to Wreckmton, where refreshments 
were provided for them, and music from an excellent band afforded 
amusement for the ladies in the festive dance. From hence th6 
procession moved along the southern and eastern boundary to the 
river Tyne, where the constables and pipers took boat, and proceed- 
ed to the bridge. A number of medals were distributed on the oc- 
casion bearing on the obverse, within a circle of dots, the arms of 
Gateshead, round which ** GaUihead Parish Boundary Token /" 
and on the reverse, within a circle of dots, << The Rev* John 
CMinum, Rector,** round which, << Perwnbulated 2f7th May, 1824." 
As there had not been a perambulation since the year 1792, a 
ffreat number of persons attended. The perambulation ended at 
half-past four o'clock, when the party s&t down to an excellent 
dinner, at the Black Bull Inn, Sir K. S. Hawks, knt.,*in the chair. 

This month, several very ancient oak coffins containing human 
bones, were found in draining a peat-moss belonging to the hon. 
Thomas Wallace, of Featherstone Castle, near Hfdtwhistle, in 
Northumberland. The coffins were of rough oak, hewn out of the 
solid, and the covers fastened down with pins of the same. As 
plenty of stone is to be had in those parts, it is reasonable to sup- 
pose, that these interments must have been anterior to the use of 
stone coffins. They were found about six feet from the surface in 
wet clay. 

Jtdy, — The town's wall which extended from Newgate to Pil- 
grifti-street, Newcastle, and the straggling houses which were bu3t 
against it on the outside, were at this time being pulled dowOf 
for the purpose of forming an elegant new square and street, which 
have since been completed, and named *^ Eldon-souare," after our 
illustrious townsman the earl of Eldon, and <* Blackett-street,** 
after the late alderman John Erasmus Blackett, esq. 

August 1 1. — The cause so very interesting to Newcastle and its 
neighbonrhood — Rex versus Russell and others, proprietors of 
Wfulsend colliery, was tried at York, before Mr. Justice Bailey and 
a special jury. It was in form an indictment for an alleged nuisance 
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in obfitructing the navigation of the river Tyne, by erecting at the 
termination of the colliery railways, staiths or spouts for conveying 
eoals directly from the waggons into the ships. Mr. Brougham 
was counsel for the keelman, who were the real prosecutors. Mr. 
Scarlett for the defendants. A great number of witnesses were in at- 
tendance, but only 17 were examined on the part of the prosecution. 
No witnesses were called for tlie defendants, who obtained a ver- 
dict of not guilty, which was returned in three minutes by the jury. 
The cause lasted twelve hours. This cause was a^n tried, Au- 
gust 14th and 15th, 1828, at Carlisle, before Mr. Baron HuUock, 
and a special jury. Mr. Brougham was again counsel for the pro- 
secution, and Mr. Scarlett for the defendmits. The latter did not 
call a witness. The jury, after a consultation of four hours, re- 
turned the following singular verdict : — *< Wtfind that part of th€ 
navigable channel rftke river Tyne^ opposite to WaUsendf has been 
eiraitenedy narrowed ^ lessened^ andob^ructedby the years described 
m the indictment; but toe find^ nevertheiess^ that the trade of the 
iown qf NewcasttCf and the harbour of the Tyne, has at the same 
Ume^ gready improved^* 

1824 (Aug. 2\). — A meeting of the nobility, clersy, and free- 
holders of the county of Northumberland, took place in the county 
courts, in Newcastle, (by order of the high sherifP), to consider the 
expediency of forming a railway between Newcastle and Carlisle. 
*Cd. Coulson opened by recommending an easy communication from 
sea to sea by a railway. Mr. Armstrong, merchant, then proved to 
the meeting the decided advantage of a ship canal over a railway. 
Sir M. W. Ridley, bart, then proposed that a committee should be 
appointed to inquire whether this communication would be most 
cfesirable by a canal or railway, which was unanimously agreed to, 
and the meeting broke up. March 26th, 1825, another meeting 
was held, when the report of the committee in favour of a railway, 
was agreed to unanimously and without debate. 

August 26. — This day (Thursday^ there was the lowest spring 
ebb ever remembered in the river lyne. Three pilots, L. fium, 
junior, J. Harrison, and William Tufly, walked across from the 
south to the north side of the river on Tynemouth bar ! a circum- 
stance, which it was believed, had never occurred before. At high 
water on that day, there were twenty-four feet, eight inches, water 
on the bar, and when the pedestrians set off they found only two 1 1 

August 29. — Died suddenly, while sitting at his desk, William 
Richardson, esq.^ of North Shields, aged 65 years. Mr. Richard- 
son was bom at Little-harle, Well-house, in the parish of Kirk- 
whelpington. May 26th, 1759, and where he obtained an accurate 
knowledge of local antiquities, and a high relish for the music, songs, 
and tales of ikt ancient Northumbrian borderers. He was a teach- 
er in his youth, and kept a school for a few years at Backworth, in 
the parish of Earsdon. He next removed to North Shields, where 
he practised as a notary public, for the long period of thirty four 
years, and became secretary to several Marine Insurance Clubs of 
the port of Tyne. His correspondence was most extensive, and 
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the ease and rapidity with which he conducted it were really as- 
tonishing. He was a contributor to several periodical publicationsy 
and a useful correspondent to some provincial newspapers. '* Hot- 
spur/* and various other specimens of his poetic talents, were pri- 
vately circulated amongst his friends. His '< Description of Croft 
Spa, obtained some celebrity, but his fame rests most upon hit 
translation of Anacreon in chaste, smooth, and elegant -verse. 
There is a marble monument to his memory put up in Tynemouth 
ehurch. 

1824 (Sept 2). — During a severe thunder storm, the wife of Mi- 
chael Anderson, a hind at Westbumhope, near Hexham, and the 
horse on which she was riding were instantaneously kUled by light- 
ning, on the road between Ridlamhope and Westbumhope. Her 
husband was with her, and was struck down and blinded, but re- 
covered his sight. Six cows belonging to Mr. Ralph Forster, of 
Barrasford, were killed by one flash. A horse, at Wittonstall, was 
also struck dead, A thorn hedge, near Horsley, was set on fire, 
and burnt for about forty yards. In a house, near Newstead, be- 
tween Alnwick and Belrord, a man was killed, and another much 
hurt by the lightning. A cow, the property of Mr. Murdy, of 
Heifer-law-bank, was also killed in die field. A pig was killed by 
the lightning, at a house near Morton-square, a few miles from Ber- 
wick, and a man at the same place was slightly injured. Two 
houses in Zion-street, Sunderland, were much damaged by the 
lightning. As a butcher was driving some lambs in the Back Lane 
four of uiem were struck dead. A mason returning home with hia 
trowel in his hand, the lightning struck the trowel, and carried it 
to a considerable distance. The man was not hurt. At Middleton 
in Teesdale, as Mr. John Pinkney, one of the stewards to the 
London Mining Company, at that place, was returning home, 
about a mile ^om Middleton, he and his horse were both killed 
upon the spot. He left a widow far advanced in pregnancy, and 
six small children to lament his awful &te. A tremendous flash 
went down the chimney of the poor-house, in Barnard-castle, and 
though above twenty persons were in the rooms, it providentially 
did no material hurt It came out of the fire-place of the first 
story, and though some old men were sitting round the fire, it did 
not hurt them,' except striking one deaf a little time. It then 
proceeded to the next room, tore the plastering from the waD» 
ploughed up the boards for two yards or more, passed under the 
feet of an old woman who was sitting on an iron bedstead, yet did 
her no harm. It then proceeded to the lower story, played round 
the room in the roost astonishing manner, leaving marks of its 
power ; from thence it went through the wall into the back kitchen, 
knocked one man down, and though the mistress of the house and 
a girl were nearly in a line with it, they only found its effects a few 
hours. A person in the kitchen said he distinctly saw it go out of 
the door in the form of a ball of fire. When Uie master went into 
the rooms to look afler the old people, the sulphur was so strong 
that he could scarcely enter, and the scene was past description. 

yoL. IX. A a 
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1824 (Sept. \%). — Died, at Deptford, Bishopwearmouth, Jane 
Claxton, aged 101 years. 

September 20. — Died, at Sunderland, Jane Wajman, aged 100 
years. 

September 28. — The new market-house at Stockton, for butchers, 
was opened for public use, and the same day the first horse fair was 
held in Stockton, and a public cattle shew very numerously attend- 
ed, and rewards distributed. 

October 3. — Between one and two o'clock on the morning, the 
iron foundry of Messrs. Guthrie and Co., of Tweedmouth, was dis- 
covered to be on fire. Notwithstanding the utmost exertions on 
the part of the inhabitants, with the water engine from Berwick, the 
fire continued its progress until about five o clock, when with diffi- 
culty it was got under, afler destroying a great part of the building. 

October 5. — A grand musical festival comnnenced at Newcastle, 
which lasted four days. It was composed of the first vocal and in- 
strumental performers in the kingdom. There was a large assem- 
bly of the nobility and gentry of all the northern counties in the 
town, and one-fifth (£769) of all the monies received for tickets of 
admission to St. Nicholas' church and the Theatre Royal was given 
to the charitable institutions of Northumberland, Durham, and New- 
castle. From the number of the nobility and gentry who were its 
patrons, this festival was the most splendid that had ever taken 
place in Newcastle. " A copious and interesting account" of this 
'< Grand Musical Festival" was intended to have been published in 
octavo by Mr. T. C. Sykes. See May 2\st. 1825. 

Same day a. hay and straw market was established in New- 
castle, to be holden on the Parade Ground, at the head of Percy- 
street, on the Tuesday in every week. 

October 10. — One of the severest storms of wind and rain ever 
remembered took place in Newcastle and its neighbourhood. It 
continued without intermission for nearly twenty-four hours. The 
rain fell in torrents, and laid considerable tracts of land under 
water. Much damage was done on the banks of the river Wear, 
by its rising to a tremendous height ; but the most fatal and des- 
tructive efiects were felt at sea and along the coast, when 200 ves- 
sels were cast away. 

October 12. — One of that rare species of birds called the Great 
Northern Diver, was shot on the river Tyne, near Newcastle, Quay, 
by a keelman. Various ineffectual attempts were made by different 
persons above the bridge to secure it. The storm on the 10th and 
11th was supposed to have driven this unfortunate visitor from its 
northern haunts, as not one of this species had ever been seen so 
far south before. 

October 19. — A hay and straw market was established in Sun- 
4erland, to be held in the High-street, on the Tuesday in each week. 

October 23.— About nine o'clock at night, a fire broke out in the 
house of Mr, John Rennison, bookseller, Berwick, which consumed 
a considerable quantity of stock in the wareroom where it origi- 
nated, and before it could be got under, communicated to a 
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bedroom adjoining ; by the prompt attendance of the engines, the 
fire was in the course of about three hours extinguished. It was 
occasioned by the shop-boy going up to the wareroom with a 
candle, from which a spark had reached some loose papers. 

1824 ( Oct 25 J. — A prize fight between two young men of New* 
castle, named James Wallace, a bricklayer, and Thomas Dunn, a 
butcher, was fousht on Barlow Fell, near Ryton, in the county of 
Durham. It was tor 20 sovereigns a side, and completely in the Lon- 
don style, as the combatants had their seconds, &c. &c. It was com- 
puted, that at this disgraceful scene there were not less than 2,000 
persons, who evinced much disappointment at the speedy victory 
obtained by the bricklayer over his antagonist. After the eighth 
round, in all of which Wallace proved his superiority, time was 
called, and he was declared the victor. On the morning and at 
night Newcastle exhibited great agitation. The chaise which con- 
veyed Dunn to the scene of action^ ran over an old man and broke 
both his legs, which caused his death a short time after. 

Same day, an explosion took place in the George Pit, Lumley, 
when fourteen human beings were launched into eternity. 

November 1. — Died at North Sunderland, Northumberland, 
Elizabeth Gregory, widow, aged 104 years. 

November 5. — About twelve o'clock at night, the water corn- 
mill at Chester-le-street, in the occupation of Mesrss. Croudace, 
Smith, and Wight, was discovered to be on fire, the flames burst- 
ing through the doors, windows, &c. A number of the inhabitants 
promptly repaired to the spot to render assistance ; there being no 
engine in the town, some of them immediately went to Lambton- 
haD, and brought the engine belonging to J. G. Lambton, esq., 
M. P., but too late to render any assistance, as the roof and the 
upper lofts fell in about two o'clock, a very fortunate circumstance 
for the proprietors of the other buildings near the mill, as a large 
thatched house, the mill stables, and other buildings were within ten 
yards. The machinery had all been put up new about four or five 
months before. There were about fifty sacks of flour dressed, a 
quantity of dressed wheat, and upwards of six hundred bolls of 
corn. The loss was supposed to be between £1.400 and £1,600. 
No part was insured. The water wheels were the only part saved 
from the devouring element. 

November 7. — A fire broke out in the cabin of the ship Emerald, 
Captain Pringle, when moored off the Custom-house quay. North 
Shields. It was discovered from the Excbe-office, and the alarm 
given. With the assistance of the crew of the Fleetwood, of Lon- 
don, and others, it was got under without much damage. 

November 8. — A letter from Captain Davidson, of the ship North- 
umberland, of North Shields, to his owner, stated the following 
fact ; the ship was lying at Sierra Leone : — " On the 8th of Novem- 
ber, 1824, one of our crew being on the bowsprit fishing, dropped 
•his knife overboard. He made a great deal of work about it, but 
judge his surprise, when on the same afternoon he caught a dolphin 
with the identical knife in its belly. The fish was cut up in my 
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presence, and I saw the knife taken out." This is coincident with 
the restoration of Mr. Anderson's ring. See 1559, voL t. page lb. 

1824 (Nov. \%). — A meeting was held at Alnwick to take mto con- 
sideration the propriety of establishing a Mechanics' Institution for 
the instruction and improvement of the operative classes. The ob- 
ject of the meetine having been laid before his grace the duke of 
Northumberland, his grace, with his wonted liberality, approved of 
it, and became its patron. The right honourable Earl Grey also 
became its president. June 22d, iSsi, the foundation stone of a 
new building for this institution was laid in the Green Bat in that 
town with great ceremony, by John Lambert, est]., who generously 
presented the society with the site for the building. 

The same evening Hexham was first lighted with oil lamps. 

November 19.— -An explosion took place in the Dolly Pit, New« 
bottle colliery, which proved fatal to the eight deputy overmen and 
wastemen who were below at the time ; and also to three of five 
others who afterwards descended in search of the dead bodies. 
A partition which divided the shaft (it being a double one) was 
blown from its situation and fell to the bottom. 

On the evening of the same day a quantity of gunpowder having 
been accidentally ignited in the shop of Mr. Archbold, grocer in 
Wooler, caused a tremendous explosion, by which the windows of 
the shop were driven out, and those of the second and third story 
of the same house, and also those of the adjoining house were 
broken. Some rolls of Spanish juice were driven to the opposite 
side of the street, by which several squares of glass were broken. 
Mr. Archbold's eyes were much injured by the powder. 

November 24« — Died, at Throckley Fell, Ann Jamieson, aged 
102 years. She resided at Baraborough 58 years, and was one of 
the greatest spinnera of the north ; and what was remarkable, the 
last twelve months of her life she span forty yards of cloth for the 
use of her son, although she had been blind for above three years ; 
and it was with the greatest difficulty she could be kept from her 
wheel on the momingof her death. 

1824 (Dec. 6 J, — -The new branch of the turnpike road *from 
Tjrne-bnde to Durham, by Potticar-lane, at the head of Gates- 
head, and the Low Fell, to avoid the great elevation of the hill-top 
over which the old xoad went, was commenced making. The royal 
mail first passed along this road, June 17th, 1826. 

December 7. — About four o'clock on the morning, a fire broke out 
in the carpet manufactory of Messrs. Harrison, Crosby, Dunn and 
Co., at Barnardcastle ; the wind at the time blowing very strong 
from the west, caused the flames to increase very rapidly and en- 
danger the whole street, but fortunately, in a few minutes, the 
wind ceased, and by the great exertions of the neighbours, the fire 
was got imder, but not till nearly the whole premises were destroy- 
ed. Many of the windows on the opposite side of the street were 
broken, and several families near the place removed their goods and 
children, many of them nearly naked. The loss was estimated at 
£1,500., and no part was insured. 
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1824 (D9C. 10^«— The out-houaet atBalkwell, near North Shields 
belongug to Mr. Richard CoweU, were discovered to be on fire 
when the bam, with a thrashing naachine, a byre and a stable in 
which was a fine young horse, were consumed. The stack-garth and 
dwelling-house, by the prompt exertions of the neighbouring far- 
mers, were saved from tne devouring element. This was supposed 
to be the act of an incendiary, as a short time before a hay stack 
was set on fire, which Mr. Cowell was positive could not have ori- 
ginated firom accident, and therefore kept a watch every night till 
that on which the last conflagration happened. 

Z>ec€iii^25.— The wind blew, with short intervals of calm, a perfect 
hurricane for several days, and the snow, sleet, rain, and frost fol- 
lowed each other with astonishing rapidity. The river Tyne was 
swollen to a great extent. The villages by the water side were all 
more or less inundated. At Blaydon the water rushed into one 
house in such a torrent, that it was found to be seven feet deep^ 
and the inmates were obliged to be taken out by a boat from the 
window I A butcher in the village had two sheep lost. The coaches 
were all delayed by the state of the roads. On the above day 
the horses had to swim with the True Briton coach across the river 
at Corbridge. It was four hours behind its usual time of arrival at 
Newcastle from Carlisle. The Carlisle mail, which oueht to have 
reached Newcastle at 7 o'clock at night, did not arrive till half-past 
eleven o'clock on the following morning, as they were obliged to 
stop ail night at Hexham, not aeeming it safe to cross the bridge, 
or rather the river at Corbridge. 

December 27. — The foundation stone of a Presbyterian chapel in 
connection with the United Secession church of Scotland, was 
laid in the Newbottle-road, near Houghton-le-Spring, by George 
Robinson, esq., of that place, in the presence or part of the con- 
gregation. 

1824 (Dec. SO^.— Died, at Rothbury, Christian Long, aged 102 
years. 

This month, the workmen in forming two windows on the north 
side'of Carliol Tower, Newcastle, found a cannon ball weighine 
upwards of 231b. It had penetrated about two feet into the wall, 
wnere the north-east window is now made, and was probably shot 
during the siege of that town by the Scots in 1644. See vol i. 
page 117. 

1825 (Jan. b)^ — The Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, of 
which his grace the duke of Northumberland is patron, held their 
12th anniversary meeting in the rooms provided for their accomo- 
dation in the new erection of the Literary and Riilosophical 
Society in Westgate-street, James Losh, esq., one of the vice-presi- 
dents, in the chair. John Adamson, esq., treasurer, read a very in- 
teresting report to a numerous attendance. 

Februairy 2.— In the night of thb day (Wednesday), there was a 
tremendous hurricane, which did considerafle damage to chimneysv 
buildings, and shipping. It was followed the next day by a most 
extraordinary high tide. At Newcastle the river rose above the 
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quay, on which boats were floated, and several houses on both sides 
of die river Tyne were inundated, keels sunk, and floats of timber 
set adrift. By the tide of Friday morning, several cellars in the 
lower parts of Shields were filled, and other damage sustained ; but 
the greatest sufPerer was Mr. Wall, of the Low Lights, North 
Shields, ship-builder. The sea breaking heavily upon the quay in 
front of the building-yard, washed the same away, and two vessels 
on the stocks, the one intended for a brig of about 120 tons, timber- 
ed and partly planked, and the other a sloop nearly finished, were 
washed off, and the larger vessel laid a complete wreck. The sloop 
was, by the praiseworthy exertions of several of the inhabitants and 
seamen of the town, with much difficulty got into a place of safety, 
but not without receiving much damage, and in the whole, it was 
calculated that Mr. Wall had sustained a loss of nearly £700. A 
subscription was commenced for the sufferer. The ground washed 
away at the Low-lights, was almost beyond belief. Part of the 
wall in front of Clifford's-fort, also gave way, over which the sea 
broke with tremendous fury ; nor were the banks and rocks at the 
extremity of Cullercoats sands, able to withstand the impetuosity 
of the waves. A huge rock, which projected like a canopy, fell to 
the ground, and an inroad of several feet into the slaty bank, was 
visible. At Seaton Sluice, the tide was the highest ever remem- 
bered by the oldest inhabitant. The wind blew a heavy gale from 
the northward, and the sea was tremendously high, which, with the 
tide, threatened at one time to destroy the harbour. A breach was 
made by the sea through one of the piers, but by very great exer- 
tions it was repaired before the next tide. The whole of the east 
side of the stone pier was destroyed, and the entrance t$ the old 
harbour blocked up. The vessels in the port, fortunately did not 
sustain any damage. At Blyth also, the tide rose to an unprece- 
dented height. A house adjoining Mr. Hutchinson's school, was 
washed down, and the inmates, six in number, narrowly escaped 
being drowned. The poor woman of the house had only been 
brought to bed the preceding evening. Great praise was due to 
Lieutenant Hall, R. N., and to Mr. John Campbell, for their bene- 
volence and humanity to the poor sufferers. At Newbiggen, con- 
siderable damage was also done by the same storm. The tide was 
extremely high at Sunderland, and accompanied by a tremendous 
sea, which caused great destruction to the cliffs at the edge of the 
moor, immense portions of which were washed away ; the sea rush- 
ed up the banks with such force, as in many places to extend 
twenty yards on the moor. The ship Brancepeth Castle, in making 
the harbour, carried away a great portion of the temporary pier ; 
and on the following day, the remainder of the pier was carried 
away by a Scots brig; both vessels were injured. 

1825 (Feb, 6 J. — A new chapel belonging to the Baptists, called 
the Salem chapel, was first opened for divine service at South 
Shields, and sermons Were preached by Captain Gardiner, and the 
Rey. J. Stratton, of Sunderland, after which tlie sum o£ £16. 8s. 6d, 
was collected in aid of the buUdiiig fund. 
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1825 fFeb. 20 J, — A neat and commodious Methodist chapel was 
opened at Sadberge, near Darlington, by Messrs. Atkinson and 
Noel, local preachers at the latter place. 

Febntary 23. — A numerous and highly respectable meeting of 
the inhabitants of North and South Shields, was held at the North- 
umberland Arms inn, North Shields, when it was resolved to erect 
an iron bridge of suspension over the river Tyne, between these 
towns. Captain Samuel Brown, R. N., the original projector of 
suspension bridges, having made the necessary surveys, gave in his 
estimate of £98,000., which the gentlemen friendly to the project 
determined should be disposed of in shares of £100. each, and in 
consequence, plans and elevations were engraved and shares dis- 
posed of. Mr. William Chapman, of Newcastle, civil engineer, 
made several reports, and Mr. Telford, of London, was also con- 
sulted, both of which gentlemen confirmed its practicability ; yet this 
project has been laid aside, and two steam ferries have since been 
established. See March litj 1829. 

February 26. — ^Died, at Bishop Auckland, Grace Cummins, aged 
lOOyears. 

March 12. — In the night, Etal mill, near Wooler, occupied by 
Mr. George Oswald, was burnt down. The origin of the fire could 
not be accounted for. 

March, — Labourers employed in digging for gravel in a field at 
Hartbum, near Stockton, discovered two human skeletons, one at 
the depth of two feet, the other at the depth of four feet, and about 
ten yards asunder. From the appearance of the bones, it was evi- 
dent they had lain long in the ground, and had been full-grown 
persons*. 

April 10. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth, Elspeth Manners, aged 
102 years. About a year before her death she had a great toe 
amputated, and bore the operation with great firmness. 

May I, — His grace the duke of Northumberland, had an au- 
dience with his maiesty, and took his leave preparatory to his 
grace's embassy to raris, to be present at the coronation of the 
king of France, as the representative of the king of England. The 
next day, their graces the duke and duchess with their suite, left 
Northumberland-house, and arrived at Canterbury the same even- 
ing, whence they proceeded to Bourne-place, the residence of the 
honourable and venerable Archdeacon Percy, where they dined 
and slept,, and proceeded the following morning to Dover. His 
grace's suite, which consisted of ten carriages, had arrived there 
the day before. His grace was received with every demonstration 
of respect, and the usual discharge of artillery from the heights* 
A numerous retinue of servants and horses had arrived at Payne's 
York hotel, some days previous. His majesty's steam vessels the 
Lightning and Comet, had arrived in the harbour a day or two be- 
fore, for the purpose of conveying the duke across the channel, 
and in which his grace and suite embarked amidst the huzzas of 
thousands of the spectators, who thronged the pier heads. On 
leaving the harbour, the cannon again resounded from the batteries. 
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to which the Brazen, man-of-wary lying in the roads, and intended 
as a convoy, commanded by Captain George Willis, replied, by 
firing a royal salute as the steam vessels approached her. 

1825 fmajf I J. — Died, at Cullercoats, Mrs. Mary Barnes, widow, 
aged 101 years. 

Map S, — The foundation stone of the north pier of an intended 
chain bridge, over the river Tyne, at the west boat, near Hexham, 
was laid. 

JIfay 11. ^Messrs. C. and 6. Green, ascended in the car at- 
tached to their magnificent balloon, from the Nun's-field, in New- 
castle, amidst an immense concourse of spectators. The day being 
cloudy they were soon out of sight, but to gratify the spectators, 
they descended so as to be again visible, they then ascended and 
takmg a north west direction, alighted near Newbiggen, about four 
miles from Newcastle. On the 2Sd, these eentlemen again ascend- 
ed from the same place, but from an accident in the valve, it was 
with difficulty that they reached a field near the white-lead worics, 
at Low Elswick, near Newcastle, The balloon having dragged the 
splendid car over a wall and through a hedge, all its splendid de- 
corations were torn off it and nothing left but the wicker work. 
Failing in this attempt, these gentlemen again ascended on the SOth 
of the same month. The balloon rose most majestically from the 
Nun's-^eld, in an almost perpendicular direction to a great height, 
and bore away to the south, crossing the whole county of Durhaniy 
and finally alighted near the Tontine inn, Yorkshire, a distance of 
48 miles from Newcastle.The daring aeronauts having secured the 
balloon, proceeded to Stockton, where they were greeted on their 
arrival by an immense multitude of people. June 16th, Messrs* 
Green ascended from Stockton. The ballon took a westerly direc- 
tion for about four miles, when it met with a counter current, which 
brought it back again over the town, where it appeared stationary 
as if for the double gratification of the great concourse of people 
assembled at that place to witness it. It then bore away rapidly 
for the mouth of the river Tees, but meeting with another current, 
it was carried in the direction of Acklam-hsJl, between which place 
and Morton, the intrepid voyagers landed in perfect safety, after 
being absent from the earth for^-five minutes. July 5th, Mr. 
George Green ascended from the ralace-green, in the city of Dur- 
ham. The weather being fine, a great concourse of people had 
assembled. The balloon though not above half inflated with gas, 
ascended a few minutes after rour o'clock, and had a most beauti- 
ful ^ appearance. It took a south-eastern direction, and after re- 
maining in the air for about thirteen minutes, descended in a field 
of wheat on the estate of John Gregson, at Whitwell Grange, about 
three miles from Durham. The descent was seen with the naked 
eye, by several spectators from the city. A post chaise and four, 
which was dispatched immediately after the descent, returned to 
Durham with Mr. Green and a friend, soon after six o'clock. The 
greatest elevation of the balloon this short voyage was 2,200 feet 
as proved by the fluctuation of the mercury. July 14th, Messrs. 
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€L and W. Green nude a fourth ascent from die Nun's-field, in 
Newcastle* The daj was uncommonly fine, and the aeronauts rose in 
n>lendanr to a great height. After being about twenty minutes in 
me akf they landed with ease and safety in a field near Long Beo- 
tooy about three miles fit>m Newcastle. Messrs. Green again vi- 
aited Newcastk, od the 8di of SeptendMr, 1831> which see. 

l&StS (May 9i;.~£Ke4 in F%*im-6treet, Newcastie, afbr a 
liBgering illness^ Mr» Thomas Chaiiton Sykes, a native of New« 
oa^Iey in the 2^ year of his age. He was a young man oi co»» 
siderflA>le ti^nt, and, at the time of his last severe attadk, was clerk 
and reporter to the Ihmham Ommiy Adveriiaer newspaper. He 
was a member of the j^iety for Literary Discussion, and other 
similar societies fbrmed m Newcastle by young men whose pursuits 
were of a litetary cast. He was the author of various pieces in 
prose and verse, some of which appeared in the local joinmals. At 
Che time of his deaUi he had made very ample collections towarda^ 
a complete account ef the <* Grand Musical Festival" held in New- 
castle in 1824, and much material towards a Life of Dr. Percy,, 
anthor of that beaudl^ bdlad << The ffermii (f Warhworthr 
These collections not long before his death he committed to the- 
flames. Mr. Francis HumUe, the proprietor of the DurhaM 
County Advertiser^ paid the following trilnite to his memory in that 
journal of May 28tli, 1^25 :--« Died, at Newcastle, Mr. Thomas 
Charlton Sykes, late derk in the office of this paper. He possessed^ 
m b^d; vigorous, and wellpcultivated mind, a mpid conception of 
ideas, and a fine poetic taste, which gave promise of future exceU 
knee, bat a delicate constipation^ unadapted to the sedentary 
habits he had acquired through a love of study, gradually gave way 
and destroyed his earthly prospects. Afber a lingering illness^ 
which he bore with great composure and resignation, he expired 
without a struggle on Saturday last^ at the early age of 21, deeply 
lamented by his friends, and regretted by afi who knew him." 
The editor of the Durham Chnmieky Mr. J. H. Veitch, also an- 
nounced his death in terms highly honourable to the memory of 
the deceased* 

June 8«— -The foundation stone of a new light-house, erected 
by tiie Trimty board of Newcastle, was laid on the LongtUmie rw^ 
one of the Fern islands, on the coast of Northumberland. February 
15th, 1826, the light was exhibited for the first time in this new 
Mj^t-house. 

June 15. — The foundation stone of a new bridge at the con*' 
flu^nce of the rivulets at the head of the Old Bum-lane, Hexham, 
was laid in masonic form by Mr. Matthew Wilson, saddler, amidst 
a great number of the inhabitants of the town and neighbourhood. 

June 20. — The infant school at the Orphan-house, in Newcastle, 
was opened, and upwards oi 70 children from 2 to 5^ years of age 
were entered. Other in&nt schools have since been established at 
Newcastle. 

June 23.— The foundation of the new building for the Lying* 
tn-Hospital was laid in Bridge Street, Newcastle. Mr. Dobaoi 
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was the architect of the building. Messrs. Welsh were the 
builders. Mr. Joseph Price, of Gateshead, presented an elegjuit 
stained glass window, which is placed over the entrance door. The 
present professional attendants are Drs. Smith and Buhnan ; sur- 
geons, Messrs. Greenhow, Frost, and Hardcastle, the latter of 
whom is also secretary. Matron, Mrs. Mary Jefferson. Since the 
conmiencement of this charity on the 1st of October, 1760 (§ce voL 
u page. 229 J, to and with the 30th of September, 1830, the follow- 
ing poor married women have been placed upon the books : — 3551 
discharged in health from the hospital; died in the hospital, 2^ : 
never appeared at the hospital after having been placed upon its 
books, 266 ; remaining on the books, 19 ; tj^tal, 3858. 

1825 fJune 26 J. — About half-past two o'clock on the morning 
(Sunday) an alarming fire was discovered in the manufactory of Mr. 
Harvey, tobacconist, Head of the Side, Newcastle. Engines were 
sent for with all possible dispatch, and they continued to play till 
about half-past five o'clock, when, by great exertions, the nre was 
overcome. The presses and a cuttmg-engine were destroyed, and 
the whole of the building, from the ground-floor to the roof, .was 
entirely consumed. It was with the greatest difficulty that Mr. 
Harvey's shop, and Mr. Wylie's flax-warehouse, adjoining, were 
preserved from the flames. 

July 3. — This evening, an explpsion took place in the Juliet 
pit, belonging to Messrs. Lamb and Co., at Harraton Outside, near 
Chester-le-street, by which dreadful accident eleven human beings 
lost their lives, and all the horses down the shafl were destroyed. 
Had it happened a few hours later, the number of pitmen and boys 
in the mine would have been forty or fifty. No cause could be as- 
signed for this lamentable catastrophe. 

July 8. — The new Scots church at Hexham, was opened for 
public worship. Opening services were performed also on the 
Sunday and Monday following, when excellent discourses were 
delivered by the Rev. Robert Lundie, from Kelso ; the Rev. W. 
Rentoul, from Maryport; and the Rev. A. Richardson, from 
Longframlington. The Rev. J. Richardson, after a solemn prayer 
and reading the scriptures, delivered a very animated aodress* 
The ground on which the church was built was presented by T. 
AV. Beaumont, esq., M. P. It was built on the plan of Mr. 
Green, architect, of Newcastle. 

JtUy 26. — Died, at Preston, near North Shields, Mrs. Mary 
Verdy, aged 100 years. 

Atufust 3. — In consequence of existing differences between the 
shipowners and seamen of the port of Sunderland, the latter, 
on the above day, attempted forcibly to prevent ships going out to 
sea, when a most melancholy af&Eur took place. A ship cSled the 
Busy, was going out with a number of special constables on board, 
to protect the crew, when the men assembled in great numbers, 
and attempted to prevent her by boarding. They soon overpowered 
the civil force, when a troop of the 3d Light Dragoons from the 
barracks at Newcastle, who had been sent for some time before, to 
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assist in preserving the peace on the river Wear, were called upon 
to assist tne magistrates in getting the ship out to sea. They suc- 
ceeded in driving the intruders out of the ship, but in passing the 
north sand where ships are obliged to keep close in shore, those on 
board were assailed with stones and other missiles, from a numerous 
mob of men and women, which they bore with patience a consider- 
able time, but, one of the soldiers having been severely wounded in 
the face, they were ordered to fire in their own defence, which they 
did at first over the heads of the rioters, but without the desired 
effect. Seven or eight shots were then fired at the crowd, by which 
three men were killed outright, and another was mortally wounded, 
and died next mornings Several were wounded. After this afiray 
the town remained in great commotion for some time, but, more 
military havine been procured firom the barracks at Newcasde, the 
mob dispersed without any further mischief. The names of the 
four men who were killed were William Wallace, Thomas Aird, 
John Dover, and Ralph Hunter Creighton. The coroner's verdict 
upon the three former was justifiable homicide ; but, upon the lat^ 
ter, who was a carpenter, a verdict was returned oicuxiaental deathy 
he not being engaged in the riot, but a spectator. In a day or two 
after, another man, a labourer, died, in consequence of having re- 
ceived a shot when going from his work. 

1825 (Aug. \1), — Died, at Monkwearmouth-shore, Margaret 
Nicholl, aged 104 years. 

August 19.^ — Died, in the Freemen's Hospital, in the Manor- 
chare, Newcastle, of which he was governor, aged 63, Mr. John 
Marshall. He was a native of Newcastle, and educated at tlie Free 
Grammar School of that town, under the late Rev. Hugh Moises, 
A. M. Mr. Marshall, who was an excellent classical scholar, had 
been at sea the early part of his life, and afterwards, in consequence 
of having been jilted by dame fortune, <' and with her departed aU 
his summer friends," became a schoolmaster. He was the author 
of <* The Village Pedagogue^ a Poem^ and other lesser piecesy toge^ 
ther with a Walk from NeweasOe to Keswick.'* 12mo., 1817. This 
deservedly esteemed little volume went through a second edition. 

August 29. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a netv 
chimel of ease at East Rainton, in the parish of Houghton-le-spring, 
in the county of Durham. 

Stptember I. — The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated the new 
church of Falstone, in the county of Northumberland. This is one 
of the livings into which the large rectory of Simonbum, was divided 
by act of iMurllament. 

September 6^ — Died, at Blyth, Mr. William Carr, blacksmith, 
ased 69 years. He was six feet four inches in height, and weighed 
24 stones, and was supposed to be one of the strongest men in Eng- 
land when in his prime. Various surprising stories are told of his 
feats of strength. 

September 12.-*His royal highness the duke of Brunswick and 
suite passed through Newcastle from Scotland. 

Sqptember 27. — The Stockton and Darlington railway was 
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formally opened by the proprietors for the use of the public It is 
85 miles in length. To give eddt to the public opening of the road 
m progtwnme was issued, stating that the proprietors would assemble 
•t die permanent steam engine below Brusseiton Tower, about nine 
miles west of Darlington, at eight o'clock. Accordingly the com- 
mittee assembled at the bottom of Brusseiton engine-plane, near 
West Auckland, and here the carriages, loaded with coals and 
merchandise, were drawn i^ the eastern ridge, by the Brusseiton mi- 
gtne, a distance of 1960 yards, in 7| minutes, and then lowered 
down the plane on the east side o£ the hill, 880 yards in 5 minutes. 
At the foot of the plane the looomotiYe engine was ready to receive 
the carriages, and here the novelty of the scene, and the fineness 
of the day, had attracted an immense concourse of spectators, the 
fields on each side of tiie railway being literally covered with ladies 
and gentlemen on horseback, and pedestrians of all kinds. The 
Imin of carriages was then attached to a locomotive engine, built 
by Mr. G^rge Stephenson, in the following order :— 1. Locomotive 
engine, wiUi the engineer (Mr. George Stephenson) and assislanta. 
ft. Tender, with coals and water ; next, six waggons, loaded with 
eoals and flour ; then an elegant covered coach, with the commitee, 
and other prqurictors of the railway ; then 21 waggons, fitted up 
for passengers ; and, last of all, six waggons, loaded with coals, 
siakmg, altogether, a train of 38 carriages, exclusive of the engine 
and tender. Tickets were distributed to the number of near 300, 
but, such was the pressure and crowd, that both loaded and empty 
carriages were instantly filled with passengers. The signal bemg 
given, the engine started off with this immense train of carriages, 
and, such was its velocity, that, in some parts, the speed was fre- 
quently 12 miles an hour, and, in one pmce, for a sbort di3tance, 
near Darlington, 15 miles per hour, and, at that time, the number 
of passengers were counted to 450, which, together with the coals, 
merchandise, and carriages, would amount to near 90 tons. AAer 
some little delay in arranging the procession, the^ngine, with its 
load, arrived at Darlington, a distance of Sjrailes, in 65 minutes. 
Six wagffons loaded with coals, intended for Darlington, were then 
left bdimd, and, obtaining a fresh supply of water, and, arranging 
the procession to accommodate a band of music and passengers 
from Darlington, the engine set off again, and arrived at $tockton 
in 3 hours and 7 minutes, including stops, the distance being nearly 
12 miles. On the arrival of the procession at Darlington, it was 
received with bursts of applause. By the time the cavalcade ar- 
rived at Stockton, where it was received with great joy, there were 
not less than 600 persons within, and hanging by the carriages, 
which excited a deep interest and admiration. Part of the work- 
men were entertained at Stockton, and part at Yarm, and there was 
a grand dinner for the proprietors and their most distinguished 
guests, to the number of 102, at the Town-hall in Stockton. 
Gliomas Mejrnell, esq^ of Yarm, was in the chair, and the mayor of 
the town acted as vice-^presidcait. The first raO of the Stockton 
aad Darlington milway was laid by Thomas Mejrnell, esq.» ai the 
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Friarage^ Yann^ near St. John's Well, Stockton, where the dep6t 
for coal 18 now erected, on the 23d of May, 1822, with public oe- 
rttnonies and rejoiclne. 

1825 ( OiA. 2 J 'Die farm-houBe upon the lands of Dukesfield, 

near Bamborough was discovered to be on fire. Mr. Lilbum, the 
tenant, and the heads of his family, had gone to the meeting on the 
morning, and had left the house in charge of the servant girL She 
and the younger part of the family having walked into the fidds» it 
was long before the fire was discovered, and, before assistance could 
be procured the house was nearly enveloped in flames. The whole 
of the furniture (some trifling thmgs excepted), the linen, the wear- 
ing apparel, a stock of wool, and cash in notes to a considerable 
amount, were entirely destroyed. Fortunately the house had no 
connexion with the outbuildings and stack jrard. 

October 5.*-An e:q>losion took [4ace in Hebbum colliery by 
which four men were suffocated by the after-damp. The carburei- 
ted hydrogen gas took fire at a steel mill which was employed while 
the Davy lamps were coolii^. 

Oaotir I2J-— A pair (^ spectacles, in a steel case, were taken 
out of the maw of a salmon in the fish-raaricet, Newcastle. 

October 18. — Died, at Hexham, Mrs. Jane Rutherford, in her 
106th year. 

November 6. — This morning (Sunday), at a little before Are 
o'clodc, an alarming fire broke out in premises occupied by Mr. 
Charlton, tallow-chandler, at the £oot of Gallowgate, adjoining St. 
Andrew's churdi-3rard, Newcastle. From the tallow-bouse it com- 
municated to a stable on one side, and a dwelling-house on the 
other. The stable and tallow-house quickly fell a prey to the de- 
vouring element, together with two norses in the former. Hie 
dwelling4)ouse was m such a state of conflagration, that the inmates 
were glad to escape, almost in » state of nudity, with their lives. 
Eveiy article of fnmiture and wearing apparel belonging to these 
people were completely destroyed. 

November 14^Died, at Edinburgh, John Fuller, esq., M. D. 
Dr. Fuller was the author of ^ The Historic of Berwick-upon' Tweedy 
tncUtding a short Accaunt f^the Villages cf Tweedmouth and SpH" 
taiy Sfc" with engravings, -Svo., 1799. In 1824, the doctor issued 
prospectuses for ^*A General View of the Border History ofBng- 
land and Scotland," but which was not published in his life time. 

November 16.^— A new chapel, in connexion with the church of 
Scotland, called St. George's chapel, was opened for divine service 
in Villiers-street, Bishopwearmouth. 

November 19.— -Died, in Grindon-chare, Newcastle, Abigail Gray, 
aged 101 years. She retamed all her faculties to the last. 

1826 (Jan. 2^^— The new fish-market, at the east end of the 
Guildhall, Newcastle, was first opened by a grand procession of the 
dealers, attended by a band of music A dinner was given to them 
on the occasion, and All Saints' bells rung many a merry peal. 

Janmarv S. — A horrid murder was committed upon the body 
of an inoffensive man named Joseph Hedleg^aged75 years, residing 
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«loDe in a cottage in Homer's-lane, near Warden, in Northumber- 
land. As he had long followed the business of a quilter, he was 
well known in that neighbourhood under the name of **Joe ike 
QuiUer" His fate was much lamented by all who knew him, and 
the parish of Warden ofiered one hundred guineas for the appre- 
hension of the murderer, but who has to the present time (183 1) 
eludef detection. He had made a vigorous resistance, as ne had 
not less than forty-four wounds upon his body. Mr. A. B. Wright, 
of the theatre, Hexham, wrote some elegiac verses upon this most 
atrocious and bloody deed. 

lS26(Jan. 6 J. — A large box arrived in Newcastle in the night 
by the Telegraph coach from Leeds, weighing upwards of sixteen 
atones. Suspicion having been excited by similar boxes having 
passed through Newcastle, the officers of police were sent for, an^ 
on opening the box, they discovered the aead body of a man whose 
stature must have exceeded six feet. He was apparently between 
forty and fifty years of age, large boned, with dark hair and acquiline 
nose. The corpse had not become putrid. The package was ad- 
dressed to Mr. Simpson, 61, Ptinces-street, Edinburgh.' A coro- 
ner's inquest was held on this subfeci on the following morning, and 
a verdict returned that ** no marks of violence appear on the body, 
but by what means he came by his death, no evidence doth appear." 
The body was afterwards interred. 

January 10. — A Subscription Fancy Ball took place in the 
large assembly room, Newcastle- The company formed a splendid 
assemblage — ^many of them being very fancifully dressed, and with- 
out masks. They began to assemble about half-past nine o'clock, 
and at ten the ball was Ted off by Matthew Bell, esq., of Woolsington, 
and Miss F. Loraine. The quadrille dancing commenced with 
Richardson's new and favourite set; and was kept up with great 
spirit until one, when the company were ushered into the small 
assembly room, where an abundant and elegant cold collation was 
set out, of which the decorations were greatly admired. The Tiandsy 
ornamental confectionary, and jellies, were excellent, particularly 
the latter, which were most beautifully transparent. The whole 
reflected great credit on the industry and skill of Miss Brodie. 
The repast went off with the greatest hilarity and satisfaction, 
during which the company was entertained by the music of the 
band from the Barracks, which also welcomed them on their en- 
trance. After supper dancing was resumed, and kept up untO a 
late hour in the morning. Tnere were 212 ladies and gentlemen 
present. The following is a list of the principal names, charac- 
ters, costumes, &c. : — Mr. W. H. Wilkinson (Durham), a Dalma- 
matian; Mr. Henry Hewitson (Seaton Bum), an Old Endish 
Gentleman ; two Misses Ekins and Miss Flounders, Italian Pea- 
sants ; Mr. Wake, a Chinese ; Isaac Cookson, jun. esq., a Private 
Grentleman ; Miss Kirsopp, fiincy dress ; Mr. Anderson (banker), 
very splendid court dress; Miss Brathwaite, Miss Buddie, Miss 
Burnet, fancy dresses ; Mrs. and Miss Rutherford, plain ; two 
Misses Rogerson, plain ; Mrs. Smart and the two Misses RusseU 
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('Heworth), fancy dresses; Mrs. Collinson (Gateshead^, a Lady 
from the Island of Minorca ; Miss Price, the Queen or Malacca, 
inc(^. n)lack-faced) ; Miss Dobson, a French Peasant ; Mr. Dobson, 
Colonel in the Egyptian Service ; Mrs. fry and Miss Julia Ctilinson» 
elegant fancy £esses; Mr. and Miss James, Highland dresses; 
Mr. George Cram, All Bey ; Mrs. Cram, Morgiana ; Miss Cram, 
Clari ; Mr. P. G. Ellison, a Royal Archer ; Miss M. Ellison, Vari- 
ella, in the Weathercock ; Miss C. Werge, a Scots Girl (very 
neat) ; Mrs. T. E. Headlam, very splendid f\]ll dress ; Mrs. Wm. 
Brandling, fancy dress; Mr. W. Brandling, uniform; Mr. Bell 
(Woolsington), uniform; Mrs. Bell, Prussian Lady; Mrs. James 
Anderson, fancy dress ; Miss Huthwaite, full dress ; Mr. Adamson, 
Colonel's Uniform ; Mr. Bates, regimentals ; Miss Bates, Emma ; 
Mrs. J. Atkinson, Private Lady ; Mr. William and Miss Smith (Su 
Lawrence), &ncy dresses ; Mr. M<Intyre, splendid Highland Chief- 
tain ; Mr. and Mrs. Hedley (Benridge), elegantly £'es8ed ; Miss 
Hick, £uicy dress; Mr. Keenlyside, court dress; two Misses 
Headlam and Miss Connelly, fancy dresses ; Mrs. and Miss Jobling 
(Newton Hall), full dress ; Mr. Jobling, coprt dress ; Mrs. Trevelyan 
and two Misses Trevelyan, splendid full dresses ; Mr. and Mnu 
Aynsley, full dress ; Mr. Hood and the two Misses Hood, Spanish 
Peasants ; Dr. Headlam, an Old Gentleman ; General Terrot, unu* 
form ; Mr. Bigge (Linden), Northumberland Hunt Ml dress ; Mr# 
Coulson, jun. (Blenkinsopp), regimentals; two Misses Coulson, 
Boheq^itan Peasants; Miss Airey, fimcy dress; Mrs. Shadforth, 
Turkish costume ; Colonel Coulson, uniform of Northumberland Mi^ 
litia ; Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., Lady Ridley, two Misses 
Ridley, Mr. Ridley, and Mr. Wood, full dresses ; Col. Bowwater, 
court dress ; Mrs. General Laye, Spanish Lady ; Mr. Laye, jun., 
Spanish NoUeman ; Miss BrumeU, Polish dress ; Mr. Brumell, Old 
Gentleman; Miss Loraine, fancy dress; Miss F. Loraine, fancy 
dress ; Mr. J. Cookson and Misses C. full dresses ; Mr. Bates and 
Miss Bates, fancy dresses ; Mrs. Losh, full dress ; Miss Hannah 
Smith, Tyrolese Peasant ; Miss E. Cookson, Danish Lady ; Miss 
Ellison (Charlotte-square), full dress ; Mr. Noel Ellison, fancy dress ; 
Mr. Samuel Parker, Cossack; Mr. and Mrs. Dixon Dixon, full 
dresses ; Mrs. Dale, Lapland Bride ; Mr. and Mrs. Cuthbert, fancy 
dresses ; Major Thompson, uniform ; Miss Parker and Miss Surtees, 
Italian costume; Miss C. Heron, an Arabian Princess; Mr. J. 
Smith, Turkish costume; Miss Smith and Miss Ogle, Spanish 
dresses ; Miss Purvis, Hungarian ; Misses Brumell (Morpeth), fancy 
dresses ; Mr. TathweU, an Old Englishman ; Miss Tathwell, elegant 
Grecian dress ; Mr. John Brandling, court dress ; Mr. Edward Lo- 
raine, Jack Tar ; Mr. Hutchinson, splendid college dress ; Mrs. J. 
Davidson, full dress ; Mr. Jackson, Lord of the Ues ; Mr. C. Jack- 
son, an Old Gentleman, time of Charles the First : Dr. Bulman, court 
dress ; Mrs. and the Misses Bulman, fancy dresses ; Mr. George 
Bulman, uniform ; Mr. C. J. Big^^e, Spanish Grandee (very elegant) ; 
Mr. Otter, court dress of Louis XIV. ; Mr. J. G. Clarke, Spanish 
.Grandee ; Mr. J. Jobling, West Indian Planter ; Mr. M. L. Jobling, 
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a Saracen ; Mrs. Clarke, full dress ; Mr. Ker, jun., plain dress ; Mr. 
R« C. Askew, court dress ; Miss Losh, verj splendid ; Mr. J. L. 
LoraiDe, an elegant Old Gentleman of 1711 ; Mr. Brandling, uni- 
fiirm of the Gosforth Cavalry ; Mrs. Brandling, full dress ; Mist 
Milner and Miss Lambert^ faacj dresses ; Mr. jaquesi Swiss Bea* 
aant ; Mr. and Mrs AUgood (Nunwick)^ fall dresses ; Colonel Bellt 
fimc J dress ; Mr. Henry Bigge, admirable as Dr. Pangloss ; Mr. W. 
J. Grey, jun., Spanish Nobleman ; Mr. Thomas Pemberton, covt 
dress ; Mr. Ettnck, a Gentleman of the Old School ; Miss EttridE, 
fimcy dress; Mr. Anderson and two Misses Anderson, Spanish 
costume. The Officers of the First Light Dnurooos were kk their 
uniforms ; and the Mayor of Newcastle Arch. Keed, esq., wore his 
official chain. 

1826 fJoM. l7J,r^Tbe first coals firom the new colUery on the 
Spnngwell estate, belonging to the Right Hob. Lord Ravenswort^ 
and partners, were conveyed down the new railway (about fire and 
a hsLff miles in length) to the river Tyne, and put on board the ship 
Industry, at the improved new drop, erected on the Jarrow Grange 
•state of Cuthbert Ellison, ea^ About half-past eight o'dodc oh 
the morning, the excellent band composed of his lor£hn> and part* 
■ers' colliers at Mount Moor, in their new uniforms, with codoades 
at dieir caps, marched to the pit jplayiag sevend pleasing airs, and 
IbUowed by a great concourse of spectators, amongst whom was 
an individnal nearly 100 years old, (who had expressed a wish to 
see the first coals go from the pit, having when a giri,^ on the like 
occasion, seen the first coals sent firom the old coHiery to the WeaVr) 
for the acommodation of whom the agents sent a carriage to convey 
her thither, and gave her a cockade which she displayed at her 
bonnet. The procession left the pit at 9 o'clock m four wi^gons, fit* 
ted up for the accommodation of the band, the agents of the colheiy^ 
and several ladies and gentlemen visitors, with a numerous con- 
course of persons on foot, and with eight chaldro» waggons of coa]% 
descended down the inclined plane, sbmI peceded by the banc^ 
passed onwards towards the Tyne. On the coal waggons crossing 
the turnpike road firom Sunderland to Newcastle, the company gave 
three cheers^ the band playing ^ God save the kingJ* On the pro- 
cession arriving at Monkton, it was joined by some of the agents of 
the other collieries of his lordship and partners, and other gentle- 
men, and finally arrived at the top ci the inclined plane, near Uie 
river, about half-past eleven o'clock, where numbers had assembled 
k> join the procession, and view the operation of shipping the coals, 
which are called Lord RavensworUi and Partners' Peareth's Walls- 
end. Afler placing the band in fipont of the cottages built on the 
spot, the coal waggons descended down the plane, one at a time, 
and landing upon the platform of the drop, were lowered on to tha 
deck of the ship. The emptying of the first waggon was announced 
by a discharge of cannon, returned by a like discharge firom die 
opposite shore. After the en^tying of the coal waggons, the 
agents with a few select friends proceeded to Newcastle, and par- 
took oli mi excdlent dinner provided on the oeoasion by Mbr. 
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Richardson^ of the Three Indian Kings, on the Quayside. Many 
local toasts were given, with songs ; one composed for the occasion, 
and sung by captain Welsh, gave much satisiaction. 

1826 (Jan. VI*) — On the morning a terriUe explosion of fire* 
damp, took place in Jarrow colliery, near South Shields, I^urham, 
belonging to Thomas and Robert Brown, esqrs., of London, by 
which thirty-four men and boys were killed ; and some others much 
burnt. Forty-five horses and two asses were also killed in the 
mine. The explosion took place in the Bensham pit, which had 
been recently sunk to the lowest seam. The cause could not be 
ascertained, as none who were in the place where the blast origi* 
nated, were saved. It appeared on the coroner's inquest, on Ae 
body of Richard Bell, one of the sufferers, that the overmen and 
deputies had inspected all the workings on the morning of the day 
on which the accident occurred, and the wastemen had gone 
through the waste. There was no appearance of danger, but on the 
contrary, the pit seemed well ventilated, and in a perfectly safe 
state. The number down the pit at the time was forty-eight* 

1826 (Jan. 22^^-— Died, at the vicarage house, in Newcastle, the 
rev. John Smith, A. M., vicar of that town, in the 61st year of his 
age. He was a Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, and a mem« 
ber of the senate. About the year 1790, he was appointed second 
master of Westminster School, under the rev. Dr. Vincent, he waa 
afterwards presented with the living of Silkstone, near Barnsley, la 
Yorkshire, and in 1804, succeeded to the vicara|;e of Newcastle^ 
upon the demise of the rev. J. D. Carlyle. Dunns; a constant re- 
sidence for nearly 22 years upon his cure, he ma& many firiends 
bv hb kind and hospitable disposition. He was an example of 
christian charity, for ne not only << did not seek bis own,'' out in 
many instances returned what he received, and gave away privately 
to the extent of hb means, while to the public charities of the place 
he was a liberal benefactor, and promoted many of them by the 
most vigilant personal attention and unceasing exertions. February 
the 1st, hb remains were interred in a vault in St. Nicholas' church- 
yard near the library door, with every token of respect from great 
numbers of his sorrowing parishioners. The procession was pre- 
viously arranged in the vestries of the respective churches, and set 
out firom the vicarage about one o'clock. It was altogether on foot. 
The beadles with their staves led the way, followed hy mutes, next 
came the boys and girls of St. Nicholas' charity schools. The caps 
of the former were trimmed with crape, and they had also a crape 
rosette on the left arm. The dresses of the girls were also simi- 
larly trimmed. They were followed by the several parochial 
<^icers, select vestrymen^ &c.of the town. The clergy of the estab- 
lished church foUowed. The procession was closed by a number 
of the private friends of the deceased, among whom were the mayor 
of Newcastle (George Forster, esq.), and several of the corporate 
body. The churchwardens, &c., wore scarfs and hatbands, the rest 
of the gentlemen hatbands only. From an early hour on the morn- 
ing till the interment, the great bells of the several churches tolled, 
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the flag on the castle was displayed half-staff high, and the shops 
in the line of the procession were all closed. The concourse of 
spectators was immense, and so eager were they to witness the in- 
terment that a great portion of the wooden paling on the south side 
of the church-yard was broken down by the pressure* A whole- 
length black profile portrait of this divine is published. 

1826 (Jan, 23^. — Died, at Loosing Hill, near Ravensworth, Dur- 
ham, Mrs. Elizabeth Brown, aged 100 years, enjoying her memory 
to the last. 

This month, died, at Dalton, near Hexham, Mrs. Hannah Mid- 
dleton, in the 102d year of her age. 

February 1. — Died, at\er a few hours' illness, at his seat, Gro»- 
forth House, in Northumberland, Charles John Brandling, esq., 
M. P. for Northumberland, and lieutenant-colonel of the Northum- 
berland and Newcastle cavalry. He was interred, on the 10th of Fe- 
bruary, at Gosforth church, with great solemnity. At an early period 
of the day, carriages of the wealthy and powerful began to arriye 
at GosforUi house ; and many persons on horseback and on foot went 
iVom Newcastle and the neighbourhood. At two o'clock, the body, 
in a splendid black coffin, was placed in the hearse ; four mourning 
coaches then drew up at the hall door, and received the sorrowing 
mourners ; and about half-past two the solemn procession moved 
for the final depository, The procession occupied nearly half a 
mile in extent. There were, including the hearse, upwards of 
thirty vehicles, nearly one half of them drawn by four horses each* 
Afler these came, in deep mourning, a troop of the Newcastle ca- 
valry. A number of his tenantry closed the line. On arrival at the 
church-yard, where a stone vault of considerable dimensions had 
been constructed, the body was met by tlie rev. Mr. Walker, who 
performed the service in a very impressive manner. The pall was 
supported by sir M. W. Ridley, M. P., sir Charles Loraine, sir C. 
M. L. Monck, harts., R. J. Lambton, C. W. Bigge, and C. J. Cla^ 
vering, esqrs. As chief-mourners appeared the rev. R. H. Brand- 
ling, John Brandling, R. W. Brandling, Thomas Creevey, M. P., 

R. Burdon, Matthew Bell, William Linskill, Walter Fawkes, G. 

Wentworth, and Charles Ogle, esqrs. Afler these followed a num- 
ber of gentlemen with scarfs and hatbands. The church was crowded 
to excess, indeed the whole way from Gosforth House to the church 
was lined with sorrowing spectators. 

February 8. — Died, in Silver-street, Newcastle, Mr. James Al- 
lan, aged 102 years. 

February 16. — The Free Masons' Lodge, No. 26, in the Groat 
Market, Newcastle, was consecrated and dedicated with great so- 
lemnity. They had removed from their lodge, in the Bigg-market» 
to these rooms, which had previously been occupied by the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, that body having removed to their new 
building in Westgate-street. 

February 17 — ITie foundation of a light-house, at the east end 
of the pier at the mouth of Berwick harbour, was laid by Admind 
Stow. 
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1826. — The beginning of this year, the numbering of the houset 
and shops in the various streets, &c of Newcastle, was commenced. 

March 18. — A fire broke out at theLonning-bum, a farm in the 
parish of Elsdon, Northumberland, in the occupation of Mr. William 
Armorer, of the Dunns, which entirely consumed the farm-stead 
and two cottages. Great exertions were used by the neighbours 
to stop the conflagration without e£Pect. The stack-yard and other 
premises were saved by the wind being favourable. 

March 21. — Died, m St. Nicholas poor-house, in Newcastle, 
Jane Young, aged 104 years. She was the daughter of Alexander 
and Margaret Youne, and baptized at the parish church of Yet- 
holm, on the 2d of March, 1722. 

March 25. — Died at his house in Cavendish-square, London, 
after an illness of six weeks, the right reverend Shute Barrington,* 
lord bishop of Durham, in his 9Sd year. Afler an education at 
Eton and Oxford, where he was for some years Fellow of M«rtoa 
college, he entered into holy orders, was appointed chaplain to 
King George II., and afterwards to King George III. In 1761, he 
was made canon of Christ-church, Oxford, and a few years after- 
wards i^sidentiary of St. Paul's. In 1769, he was consecrated 
bishop of LlandafT, and continued in that see till 1783, when he was 
translated to Salisbury. In 1791, he succeeded Dr. Thomas Thur-* 
low, in the opulent see of Durham. August 4th, his lordship made 
a public entry into his diocese when he was met at Croft bridge 
about noon, by Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart., attended by all his 
officers, as well as the officers of the see, and a number of gentle- 
men, to congratulate his lordship on his safe arrival in his diocese. 
His lordship was also met by John Erasmus Blackett, esq., as sub- 
stitute for Sir Edward Blackett, bart., lord of the manor of Sock- 
bum, who presented his lordship according to ancient custom with 
a falchion.* His lordship, with his attendants, proceeded to Dar- 
lington, where they dineo. At Farewell-hall, about two miles from 
the city of Durham, his lordshij()' was met by the chapter, where 
the Rev. Dr. Sharp, as sub-dean, addressed his lordship in a hand- 

* The manor of Sockburn Is held under the bishop of Durham, by knight*s 
service and the following ceremony :— At the first entrance of the bishop, the 
lord of Sockburn, or his agent, meets him in the middle of the river Tees, at 
Nesham, where the river is furdable (otherwise on Crofl-bridge), when he 
presents a fidchion to the bishop, as an emblem of his temporS power, and 
repeats the following words : — " My lord bishop, I here present you with theJkU 
dkkm, tsherewUh themampion Conyers slew the worm, dragon^ or fiery fiying serpemt^ 
whkh destroyed man, woman, and child ; in memory if which, the king then reigning, 
gave him the manor of Sockburn, to hold by this tenure, that upon the first entrance qf 
every bishop into the county, this futcftion should be presented,^* The bishop takes 
the fklchion in his hand, and immediately returns it to the person that pre- 
sents it, wishing the lord of Sockburn health and a lon^ enjoyment ot bis 
manor. Croft-bridge, over the river Tees, consists of six large arches and 
ooe smaller arch on the southern side. The structure is maintained by the 
north-ridmg of the county of York, and by the county of Durham. The blue 
stone which marks the boundary, rests on the pier of the third arch from the 
Durham side. Sockburn church, a small neat structure, contains the arms 
and monumental inscriptions in memory of various of the Conyers &mily. 
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iome speech, to which the bishop made a most elegant reply. The 
company then resumed their carriages, and at the head of Old £!• 
▼ety were tnet by the banners of the incorporated companies of the 
city of Durham, music, &c. At the entrance of the market plaoe» 
the mayor and aldermen, were ready to congratulate his lordshi»» 
The pocession then went forward to the cathedral, where his lorcU 
ship leaving his carriage, was conducted to the Consistory or Spirit* 
ual Court, and vested in his pontificals, imon an elevated plaoe, 
where the virgin Mary's altar formerly stood. In leaving the Con- 
Sisti^, his lordship advanced to the body of the church, where ht 
was met by the prebendaries, minor-canons, lay-singers, and cho- 
risters, who preceded his lordship to the high altar, sinffine ^ Sk 
DtumT After a short prayer, his lordship was led to his mrone ; 
divine service then began, which was read by the rev. die dean of 
Rochester, in the course of which, EbdMn *^ Mas/n^eai^'* and 
« Nunc dumuusy" and PUreeTs *'Iwa$ gkul,*' were sung by tho 
dioir^ at the conclusion of which, his lordship gave his btessiag 
to the congregation. Service beine finished, his fordship was cob* 
ducted as beibre to the great north door of the catheoral, where 
the prebendaries tock their leave ; and, being preceded by the h%li 
sheriff, and attended by many tff die gentlemen, his lordship re* 
tired to his castle, and the day following, received the com{dineiita» 
of a great number of the clergy and gentlemen of the couaVf% 

18^ (March 25.J—A tryst fair for the sale of cattle, houses^ 
rfieep and swine, was held in Hexham, by order pf the lord and 
lady of the manor (Mr. and Mrs. Beaumont), on the above day iot 
the fitst time, and to be continued on the same day in every me- 
ceeding year. 

March 29.^-Between eight and nine o'clock in the evening, a 
Imua* rainbow was observed in the atmosphere at Newcastle, the 
stars shining bright through an unclouded sky, and no moon visMe; 
Sto arch of a dull white or nebulous light, clearly defined, ffrBiAtuXtf 
eaftended itself fix)m west to east, stretching itself over ute town. 
The two points towiEurds the horizon being much narrower tliaa the 
middle. The stars were visible through this luminous vapour. 
Which continued about two hours, and then gradually dissolved 
away. It exhibited none of the flickerings usual with the Aurora 
Borealis. 

April 3. — Two men whose united ages amounted to 202 years 
were intered at Hougfaton-le-Spring, Durham, viz. : — John Drew, 
of that place, a^ed 91 years, and Thomas Fletcher, of Philadelphia, 
in the same parish, aged 111 years. The latter retained his senses 
entke till within a few hours of his death. His-grandfather died at 
the age of 120 years, and his sister 102 years, llis uncle was 105 
▼ears when he died, and he could read the smallest print the day 
before his death. He was in the train band of Mr. Shafto, of Bast 
Shafto, in the year 1745. 

Jlpril 14.— Died, at Sunderfatnd, Jane Dryden, widow, aged 108 
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Durham, at London. July 2l8i, he armed al the city of Durham, 
and was installed in the cathedral there. 

1826 (Ma^ 4tJ. — Being ascension-day, the mayor of Newcastle 
according to ancient custom, surveyed Uie boundaries of the river 
Tyne. In the evening, on the return of the barges, &C., from New* 
bum, and a little above the Crooked Billet, a smaU boat whereki 
were twelve persons, was unfortunately run foul off and iqiset by a 
steam-vessel, and a young man and a young woman, named John 
Lambton and Mary Gregg, lost their lives. Coroner's verdict, «e» 
cidenkd deaih. Deodand on the steam-boat, £5. 

Me^ S0« — An explosion took place in Townley Main (Stella) 
colliery on the river Tyne, by which lamentable oocurrenoe thirty- 
eight human beings lost their lives* 

June 12^— -A m*e broke out in the premises occiqried by Mr. 
Moor, as a sail-cloth manufacturer in Queen-street, Sunderland 
which at first had a very alarming appearance, but, by the timely 
arrival of the engines, and the assistance of those present, it was got 
under without communicating to any of the adjoining premises. 

June 13. — About ten o'<^ock in the forenoon a fire broke out 
in a tenanted house in Homsby's-chare, Newcastle. It bore at one 
time a very alarming aspect, owing to a quantity of tar, in a mer- 
chant's cellar undemeatn, having caught fire, but, by the pronmt 
arrival of the ei^nes, and the praiseworthy exertions of the nei^^ 
hours and individuals who had arrived at the spot, the fire was con- 
fined to the premises where it broke out, which were totally 
destroyed, with almost all the furniture of the inmates, who barely 
escaped with their lives. 

July h — In consequence of some language which was given 
on the hustings at Alnwick on the preceding day during the gene- 
ral election for Northumberland, a duel was fought on Bamborough 
sands between John Greorge Lambton, esq., M. P. for Durham* 
attended by the Hon. General Grey, and Thomas Wentworl^ 
Beaumont, esq., attended by Mr. Plunlcett, when, after an exchange 
of shots, the affair was terminated to the satisfaction of the seconoik 

Jufy 6. — Died Mrs. Jane Watts, wife of Captain Watts, R. N., 
and youngest daughter of the late George Waldie, esq., of Hen* 
dersyde Park, Rosdbui^hshire, and Forth House, Newcastle. Thb 
lady was dbtinguished by uncommon literary talents, and by her 
fine original pamtings from nature, which commanded universal 
admiration in the euiibitions of the Royal Academy at Somerset- 
house, and were ranked with the works of the first artists of the 
day. Mrs. Watts was the author of *' LeUers on Holland^" ^Rame 
in the I9ih Centurj^" and a very interesting n6vel entitled ^' Cdmi" 
nental Adventures^*' 3 vols., &c. &c. 

Jufy 26* — Died,at his residence at West Jesmond, near Newcastle, 
aged 68 years. Sir Thomas Burden, knight, lieut.-col. commandant 
of the Tyne hussars, and of the Second Durham local militia, one 
of his A^yesty's justices of the peace for Northumberland, imd for- 
merly an alderman of Newcastle, and twice mayor. His lady, who 
had been dead aome years |irevious, was amter of the Big^ Hon. 
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the Earl of Eldon and the Right Hon. Lord Stowell. Sir Thomas, 
who had heen a staunch supporter of Mr. Liddell during his canvass 
for NorthiUnberland, was distinguished for his loyalty, ho^italtty» 
and charity ; and was universally esteemed for the urbanity and ^ 
kindness of his manners and heart. Sir Thomas had the honour of 
knighthood conferred upon him at Carlton-house by the Prince Re- 
gent on the 14th May, 1816. 

1826 (Aug. 5 J. — An iron, or suspension bridge, over the river 
Coquet, at Hepple, in Northumberland, was opened. It was pro- 
jected by Mr. John Wilson, of Rimside. Its greatest span 90 feet, 
and was calculated to support a weight of six tons without suffering 
permanent alteration. The expense of erection did not exceed 
£80. ! ! 

August 7. — A hackney coach was commenced running at 
Gateshead, in the county of Durham. 

August 14.— A newly-erected extensive paper-mill at Scots- 
wood, near Newcastle was discovered to be on fire. Two engines 
from Lemington were immediately procured, and a person sent 
express to the Newcastle Fire-office for the engines belonging to 
that establishment, but such was the nature of the materials of the 
mill, that the premises were soon a heap of burning ruins. The 
flames had a most terrific appearance, and ignited a part of an 
adjoining coal-staith, as also a hedge and some trees in the vicinity. 
Towards the evening, and after the engines had left, the large stock 
of paper and other materials, covered by the falling of the walls, 
&c., again burst into fiames, and, owing to a strong southerly wind^ 
burnt with great fury, when several cottages occupied by the 
workmen, and a coal-tar manufactory adjoining, were set fire to, 
and, had it not been for the exertions of the workmen in. extin- 
guishing the burning sheets of paper that were flying in all direc* 
tions, they must have become a prey to the devouring element. 
An engine had again to be procured from Newcastle, and the fire 
was at length extinguished, afler a destruction of property to the 
amount of £8,000. 

August 31. — St. James's chapel, Blackett-street, Newcastle, was 
first opened for divine worship. The Rev. Thomas Brown, of St. 
John's, Glasgow, officiated on the occasion, and a collection was made 
in aid of the funds of the chapel. Sunday, September 3d, there were 
sermons on the morning, afternoon, and evening, by the Rev. Thomas 
Brown, when collections were again made in aid of the funds. 
September 6th, the Synod of the Presbyterian church in England, 
in communion with the church of Scotland, met and constituted in 
this chapel. It was the first synod, constituted in England, in 
communion with the church of Scotland. 

September 5. — About six o'clock on the morning, an explosion 
took place in Heworth colhery, when three men and two boys were 
unfortunately killed, and ten others scorched and bruised. This 
explosion dashed to pieces the stoppings, brattices, and props, and 
brought down the roof in several places. Some of the men who 
were working in a distant part of tne mine, were unhurt and even 
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unconscious, until they came to bank, of the accident having hap- 
pened. 

1826 (Sept. 23^. — The lord bishop of Durham conaecrated a 
new chapel of ease and a burial-ground attached, at Shincliffe, in the 
county of Durham. 

September 28. — A public accommodation was given to the in- 
habitants of Newcastle, by the addition of minute hands to the 
dials of the clock in the tower of St. Nicholas' church. This is the 
only public clock possessing this advantage. The additional work 
was executed by Mr. William Tweedy, clock and watch maker, an 
ingenious mechanic, for Mr. John Smith, the keeper. The dials 
were also new gilt, which altogether had an imposing appearance. 
This clock was first lighted with gas December 5th, 1829, whidi 
see. This clock was made in the year 1761. — See vol. t, page 236. 

October 1. — The town of South Shields was first lighted with gas* 

October 27. — An explosion took place in the high pit of Ben- 
well colliery, near Newcastle, by which two young men, named 
Joseph Whi^eld, and William Peel, were killed almost instanta- 
neously. Several men were much injured. There were upwards 
of 100 men and boys in the mine at the time. The cause assigned 
for this explosion was, that Peel went with a candle into a part of 
the mine where he and the rest had been cautioned not to go. 

November 16. — Died, at fiishopwearmouth, Nicholas Haswell, 
aged 102 years. 

Novemier 20. — The foundation stone of the Suspension bridge 
across the river Wansbeck, near Morpeth, was laid. A roll of 
parchment, containing the origin and issue of the matter, in a neat 
latin inscription, a newspaper, coins, memoranda, &c., in a bottle» 
hermetically sealed, were deposited in a cavity of the stone Robt. 
Clark, esq., of Highlaws, a^er securing the cavity, mounted the 
stone, and, in a brief and appropriate address, pointed out the ad- 
vantages of the undertaking, and wished prosperity and long dura- 
tion to its execution. The stone was lowered amid loud cheers, 
firing of guns, and a merry peal from the neighbouring clock tower, 
and success to the bridge was most heartily drunk by tlie assembled 
populace. 

December 2. — Died, in High Friar-street, Newcastle, Jane Rob- 
son, a poor woman, aged 100 years. 

December 9. — Died, at his rather's house, in Bamardcastle, after 
a few months' illness, Mr. William Vasey, aged 24 years, lliis 
young man, who had been a clerk to an attorney in Newcastle, 
evinced considerable talents as a poet, a critic, and a moralist, and 
although he did not leave much behind him, yet what he did leave 
reflects honour on his memory ; his last piece is an *^ Address to ^ 
Breeze,'* written during his return from France, whither he had 
been in search of health ; but this was denied, and soon after his 
return, he fell a victim to a rapid consumption which consigned 
him to an early tomb. 

This year, a wooden bridge across the river l^ne, near Halt- 
whistle^ 272 feet in length, was completed ; Mr. John DobsoB^ 
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architect. It cost £700. raised by subscription of the vicar of Halt- 
whistle, and the neighbouring proprietors. 

1827 (Jan. ^J* — Died, at Bishop Auckland, Durham, ParkuMpa 
Wouldhare, aged 108 years. 

January S, — On the arrival in Newcastle, of the melancholT 
intelligence of the death of his royal highness the duke of York 
on the 5th, the bells of the different churches commenced toUinff 
at eight o'clock on the moaning, the flag on the castle was raiaea 
half-staff high, and the flags of the various vessels at the Quay 
were similarly hoisted. The churches were in a few days hung 
with black, and every token of mournins exhibited. January SOth^ 
the day of the interment of his royal highness at Windsor, New- 
castle exhibited an appearance of great solemnity. By a signal 
gun from the castle, at eight o clock on the morning the bells com- 
menced their solemn tolling, and the vessels in we river hoisted 
their flags half-mast high. The market, according to the request 
from the mayor, having been held on the Friday, the shops were 
all kept shut. The Society of Friends showed their loyalty and attach- 
ment to the present reigning family, in having their shops and 
offices generally closed. At the Custom-house, Litenurr and Fhi«> 
losophical Society, &c., all business was suspended. There were 
prayers at all the churches, and the mayor, sheriff, fQdermen« and 
other members of the corporate body, all in full mourning, preosded 
by their usual officers bearing the regalia, which were bound with 
black crape, went in procession to St. Nicholas' church, where ser- 
vice was most impressively performed by the Rev. the Vicar. The 
members of the Orange and Odd Fellows' Lodges went in proces- 
sion to this church, displaying the ribbons of their orders. Durii^ 
the day various solemn peals were rung. At four o'clock minute 
guns were commenced firing from the castle, which were continued 
until five o'clock, when the solemnities of the day ceased. A mr* 
eumstantial account of this observancey with copies of all the WiSf 
^c, was published by John Syhes. 

January 16« — A new chapel, denominated the Union chapel, 
was opened at BIyth, for divine service, by the Rev. Mr. Gilmore, 
of North Shields, and the Rev. Mr. Duncan, of Sunderland, each 
of whom delivered appropriate and eloquent discourses. The cha- 
pel was furnished with every necessary appendage, through the 
persevering activity of a few ladies, in a manner honourable to 
themselves and expressive of their gratitude. 

February 17. — The Betsy Cains, of Shields, having sailed from 
that port with a cargo for Hambro,' met with a heavy gale from 
£• S. £. and was obliged to bear up for Shields harbour, but when 
on Tynemouth bar (where the sea was breaking tremendously 
heavy), she struck, and was afterwards driven upon the rocks, near 
the Spanish battery. The crew were taken out of the vessel by 
the Northumberland life-boat, which went off to her through the 
breakers in the most gallant style. In 1688 this vessel brought 
ever to England William, Prince of Orange, and was then c^ed 
Ihe IVincess Mary ; for a number of yean she was one of Quean 
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Anne'i royal jrachts, and at that time considered a remarkably fkst 
sailing vesseL It was for some time expected that she woiud be 
got OT9 bat the weather continuing tempestuous she finally went to 
pieces. The loss of this (supposed to be the oldest British) vessel, 
excited considerable curiosity, not only to view her in a wrecked 
state, but to obtain some part of her in token of the event for 
which she was most remarkable, the bringing over of King William 
in. Individuals in Shields received letters from severu Orange 
Lodges, and persons in various parts of the country, requesting to 
procure them pieces of the vessel. 

lS2f7(p€b.22J^ — ^A youns man named John Margetts, apprentice 
to a surgeoft of North Shields, having been sent by his master, Mr. 
Greenhow, with some medicine to a sick person about five o'clodc 
on the morning, most mysteriously disappeared, and has not since 
been heard of. He was about nineteen years of age. 

JP&inuMy 26«^— ^bout four o'dodc in the afternoon, Alexander 
Brodie, the oldest w h e r r y man on the river Tyne, i^ed a small boat 
on the Quay, Newcastle, to the amusement of numerous spectators, 
the T^ne miving risen several feet higher than ordinary, owing to 
the ra{Md thaw of the snow, &c. Many of the cellars on the Quay- 
aide were inundated, the water extending considerably up die 
Broad Chare. 

The beginning of this year the names of the streets, &C., in 
GatesliMui were first pot up. 

itfof^ 1«— The wind corn-mill belonging to Mr. Butterfint, in 
Hendon-Ume, near Sunderland, was destroyed by fire, which broke 
out between six and seven o'clock, and the wind being very high, 
baffled every attempt to extinguish it, although the pansh engines 
were speedily on the spot, and well supplied with water. Hie 
mill was insured for £800. supposed only half its value. 

Mtnrch 12^ — Early on the morning, a rock of some tons weight 
was separated firom its long abode, and came down with a tremen- 
dous tnundering noise from a height of twenty yards, against a 
house in Brid|^-^te, Bamardcastle, occupied by persons named 
Green and Dickinson. Instantly the side of the house gave way, 
and two children who were sleeping in a lower room were for some 
time buried in its ruins, but were taken out unhurt. When Dick- 
inson awoke, who occupied an upper room, his bed was kept 
up by a hddfkst to the other wall, Uie floor having given way, and 
the other side of the house having disappeared, he hung m his 
bed like a tenant of the air ; but through assistance, all the inmates 
were rescued finom their perilous situation. 

This month, a neat and commodious Wesleyan Methodist chapel 
was opened at High Conisclifie, near Darlington. Sermons were 
preached by the Rev. Messrs Leach and Lord, after which £10* 
I5#. were collected towards the building of the chapel. 

Aprii 8. — A beautiful full-length figure o€ Christ, in stained 
glass, by Mr. John Gibson, of Newcastle, was placed in the great 
east window of St Nicholas*, church in that town, at the expense of 
the corporatioii. It is an enlarged copy of a painting by Mr. Wm« 
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Dixon, and the faithful manner in which Mr. Gibson has transferred 
it to the glass, evinces great skill as an artist, whilst the richness 
and pureness of his colours attest his proficiency in this very diffi- 
cult art. Mr. Gibson, since that period, has produced many ele- 
gant and admired specimens, which have been introduced into 
windows, &c., of both public and private buildings. Glass stain- 
ing can now be no longer considered as one of the lost arts. 

IS27^ April 18^.— As the workmen in the ouarries at Fulwell, near 
Sunderland, Were removing a large bloc^ of limestone into a cart, 
and finding it too laree to lift, they broke the stone in two pieces, 
when, to weir astonishment, an ask, about five inches long, with 
brown back and freckled belly, moved out of a cell in the sdid 
Idockl 

M(^ 5.— -Died, the Reverend Ridhard Wallis, A. M., rector 
of Seaham, andperpetual curate of St. Hilda, South Shields, 
Durham. Mr. Wallis was the eldest son of die Rev. Richard 
Wallis, vicar of Caiiiam (brother of ilie Rev. John Wallis, the 
hbtorian of Northumberland), and of Elizabeth, sister of the Rev. 
John Rotheram, rector of H!oughton-le-sprii^. Mr. Wallis mar- 
ried the only daughter of the Rev. John Robinson, rector and 
patron of the advowson of Seaham, by whom he had one son, 
John Wallis, A. B., of University College, who died unmarried, and 
three daughters, two of whom are liviw^ unmarried, and the third 
is the wife of Thomas Surtees Raine, Esq. Mr. Wallis was dis- 
tinguished through life by the strictest inte^ty. His disposition 
was retired, and he buried in the shade tafents and acquirements 
of no common order. He cultivated music, painting, and engrav- 
ing ; his copies from the old masters, and his original sketches 
(many of which are preserved by his family), possess high merit ; 
his knowledge of mechanics was very considerable, and several 
light essays and Jeux dTesprii^ in prose and poetry, attest his taste 
in composition. In his own circle, his discrimination and almost 
instinctive insight into diaracter, and the originality and racmess 
of his observations, made him a most interesting companion. Mr. 
Wallis was the author of ** Memoirs rf the Bev. John Eotheramy" 
see voL i^page 350, and of <^ IT^e Group^ a Poem^* the plate 
of which includes portraits of the two Rotherams (brothers), of 
the author, his wife and child, his sister Agnes, afterwards wife of 
the Rev. Christopher Robinson, and of some other relatives. He 
met the gradual approach of age and infirmity with calm compo- 
sure and real christian resignation. ' There is a fine portrait of Mr. 
Wdlis painted by R. Edmondstone, and en|praved by G. H. Phillips 
at the expense of his family for private distribution. Mr. Wallis 
lies buried, by his own desire, under a spreading sycamore on the 
south side of Seaham church-jrard, near the brink of the romantic 
dean. In this cemeterv also rest the remains of Joseph Blacket, 
an unfortunate child of genius, whose last days were soothed by 
the generous attention of the family of Milbanke* Mr. Blacket, 
who served an apprenticeship to his brother as a shoemaker, died 
on the 23d of August, 1810, at the early i^ of 24 years. Mr. 
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Wallb paid thu unfortunate poet §preat attention, and particuliu^ 
in the capacihr of a clergyman during his last moments. See ** Tke 
Eemame rfJaeqA Bku^ edUed % Mr. Pratt;' in 2 vols^ 1811, 
with a portrait. 

1827 (May 17^.*»A very curious discovery was made in the CM^ 
thedral at Durham. In canymg into effect certain alterations and im- 
provements at the eastern end of die diurch, and in that part known 
as the shrine of St. Cuthbert, an old oaken coffin was found, con- 
taining the remains of some distinguished personage. This dis- 
covery was made in the spot where it is recorded that the body 
of St. Cuthbert was deposited, when it was taken from its ftre- 
tory, and interred, at die period of the Reformation. A large in- 
verted slab, inscribed with the name of a monk, covered the vault, 
which was about seven feet in length by four in breadth. Upon 
the removal of the slab a chest was seen, i^>parently of oak, the 
lid and great part of the sides of which haa fidlen in from de« 
cay, aind was strewed upon the floor. When the mass of powdered 
wood, of this and two inner coffins, was taken away, an entire 
skeleton was found, swathed in vestments of linen and silk, which 
were also much perished. A |)ortion, however, of a stole and two 
maniples was still remaining, richly worked in silk and gold tissue, 
and affindinff some valuable dates. A small square tablet of wood, 
covered with a thin lamina of silver, was placed upon the body. 
There were also found in the coffin the fragments of an ivory cooab 
of large dimensions, and a small gold cross, &c., &c. At the lower 
end of one of the outer coffins were laid several detached bones, a 
full grown skull, and the cranium and ribs of one or more children. 
After the remains had beeil inspected by several eentlemen, they 
were placed in a new sheU, in die posidon in which they were 
found, and the vault was closed soon after. A veiy interesting and 
circumstantial account of the above discovery has been given to the 
world by the Rev. James Raine, of Durham, under the tide of 
**^ St. Cuthbert." It is in quarto, with illustradons, and satisfiu^to- 
rily proves, from a comparison with the account of a similar inves- 
tigatiim in 1104, preserved in manuscript in the library of the Dean 
and Chapter, that the remains here discovered were those of St« 
Cuthbert, and that the story of his incomipdbili^ is a monkish 
invendon* — See May 27ih^ 1831. 

May 22.— Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Wm. Geddet, 
aged 101 years. 

Mc^ 24^Being Ascension day, there was an unusually grand 
shew to accompany that worthy magistrate, Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, in the annual survey, according to ancient 
custom, of the boundaries of the river Tyne. This fesdve occar 
sion was attended with some melancholy events. On the preced- 
ing day, at Messrs. Losh, Wilson and Bell's foundr]^ at Walker, 
whibt the workmen were trying some new guns which they had 
prepared to salute the barges on the following day, one of the men 
named Andrew Percy was in the act of striking the ramrod with a 
hammer when the gun exploded, and bis boweb were so lacerated 
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that he died toon after reaching the Infinnary. Another man was 
hurt, but hiH wounds were not serious. On the Thursday, as the 
baizes were pauine Mr. Read's raff-yard, at Walker-quay, on their 
return from Shields another man, named Thomas Bell, was so 
dreadTuHy injured by thebnrsdi^ of a targe gun, that he died in a 
few hours after being removed to the Infimiaiy. 



1827 (May 20 J, — The new catholic chapel at Darlington, though 
then in an unfinished state, was opened to the public, when high 
mass was celebrated by the Right Itererend Doctor Smith, and an 
eloquent and impressive sermon was preached by the Reverend 
Ridiard Gillow, of Ushaw College. The solemn service was at- 
tended by a numerous and respectable assemblage of persons of 
different religious persuasions) wbo testified their gratification by a 
subscription of £31. lit. 10^. towards defray!^ the expenses in- 
curred by the erection of the sacred edifice. This is a very neat 
and commodious place of worship, 70 feet long and 40 feet wide, 
and designed by Ignatius Bonomi, esq. It is in the gothic style, 
yet simple and uniuionied. It may not, perhaps, be improper here 
to state, that Darlington, considermg the forbidding circumstances 
in which it has hitherto been placed, furnishes an extraordinary 
instance of the increase of catholics. About forty years ago, the 
whole catholic popidation did not exceed twenty individual^ who 
were accustomed to creep silently into a garret to avoid the insults 
of bigotry, when they were about to worship God according to the 
ancient rites of their church. At present, indqiendent of any m- 
ftux ofitrangtri, tmd thouffh tiUOeytar 1824, liey were att^tded 
out onee a nuMth by a prieit Jrom Stockton, the catholics of Dar- 
lington done amount to about 200 souls. The congregation frcHn 
the countiy rather exceeds that number, and this circumstance, 
added to the bad state of the old chapel, has rendered necesssary 
the present erection. The Eev William Hogarth Is the incumbent. 
The above view is finm the aouth-easb 
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1827 (May 30^.— A neat ftnd commodious duipel» for the use of 
the Independent denomination, was opened for public worship ait 
Staindrop, when the Rev. W. H. Stowell, of North Shields, the 
Rev. J* Jackson, of Green Hammerton, and the Rev. J. Pkffsons, of 
York, preached on the occasion. The collections were liberaL 

May 31. — The new Catholic chapel, at the east end of Old £lvet» 
in the city of Durham, and dedicated to St. Cuthbert, was opened 
with great ceremonj^. High mass was performed by the Rev. Dr. 
Smith, bishw) of Bolino, and vicar i^stolic of the northern districC, 
assisted by the Rev. R. Gillow, of Ushaw College, the Rev. Thomas 
Gillow, of North Shields, foid others ; and an appropriate sermon 
was delivered by the Rev. James Wheeler. A band or about fifteen 
muaicians from Madame Tussaud's exhibition and the theatre, eze> 
cuted one of Mozart's grand masses with great effect About 400 
persons were present, and a collection made in aid of the buildii^, 
amounting to upwards of £49, which was ultimately increased b^ 
fore the close of the day by private contributions, to upwards 
of £90. 

May^-^KX, this time the church at Newburn was undergoii^ con- 
siderable external and internal repairs, much of it being r^uilt ; the 
windows had all new stone muilions, and the altar window was 
considerably improved by stained glass being inserted. 

Junt I4 — ^Died, at Birch*s Nook, near Stocksfield-hall, North- 
umberland, John Green, husbandman, aged 101 years. Hb 
descendants, at the time of his death, amounted to above 100 
persons. 

•/tine 8^— The London Greneral Steam Navigation Company's 
Steam Packet, The Hylton Jollifie, with two engines of 100 horse 
power, arrived for the first time at Newcastle fVom London, whidi 
place she left on the 6th of June. She sailed from Newcastle on 
the 9th of the same month on the return to London, and to continue 
sailing between those places during the summer season. 

JwM 12.— A new bowling green was opened in Newcastle, 
on which occasion the members (about 20 in number) dined in a 
temporary hotel upon the ground. Mr. Crawhall acted as presi- 
dent, and Mr. George Burnett, as vice-president. The bowlers 
were honoured with the company of Mr. Mayor, Mr. Sheriff, and 
Mr. Town Clerk. The bowling-green is in the north-west side c^ 
the town without the walls, on a part that was formerly called the 
Mayors-field, as also the Warden s-close, adjoining the Bath-lane. 

•/tifie 13. — A fire broke out in the workshop of Mr. Edwwrd 
Swinton, cabinet-maker, in Fenkle-street, Alnwick. The engines 
belonging to the town were quickly on the spot, but the flames 
were not extinguished before the house was totally destroyed. 

Jwnt 14. — A fire broke out in a joiner's shop at Lumlev Forge, 
near Chester-le-street, which destroyed the building and its con- 
tents. 

J%me 18. — Tlie foundation stone of a chapel of ease to Bishop- 
wearmouth church, was laid in John-street, by the Rev. Dr. Wei- 
lesley, the new rector, who had arrived at that [rface on the 
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16tli9 and was inducted into the living on the 17th. This edifice 
was consecrated by the bishop of Durham on the 14th of October, 
1829, tofttcA Me. 

1827 fJune 23 J, — A handsome silver medal was presented to 
Thomas Wilson, o£ Holy Island, pilot, b;^ the Ro^al Humane So- 
lely, for his meritorious conduct in rescuing the lives of his fellow 
creatures from a watery grave when shipwrecked. 

About this time, at Springwell colliery, near Ayton Banks, the 
trunk of an ash tree, measuring about four feet in length, was sawn 
into four divisions, when there was discovered in the very heart of 
the tree, a perfectly formed bird's nest with one egg. The trunk 
qypeared perfectly sound with the exception of the part which con- 
tained the nest. 

Jufy 8. — The lord bishop of Durham held visitations and con- 
firmations for the first time m various of the towns of his diocese, 
commencing with his visitation at the dlty of Durham on the above 
day, and ending with his confirmation at Stanhope on the 3d of 
August. 

Same day, an experiment was made at the head of the Quay, 
Newcastle^ with an i^paratus belonging to the North British Fire 
Office, for the purpose of rescuing persons from the upper part of 
a house which is on fire below. It was a pole and a basket worked 
by mechanical means in the street, and completely answered the 
intended purpose. 

Jtdy 4« — The remains of the duke of Gordon, attended by se- 
veral mourning coaches and six, decorated with all '< the pomp of 
heraldry," arrived at the Queen's Head inn, Newcastle, and de- 
parted northwards the next morning. It was rather a singular cir- 
cumstance, that on the 11th as the remains approached Gordon 
Castle, the east wing of that structure was in fiames, and with its 
contents was destroyed. The duke's apartments were in this 
wing. 

Same day, during the race week at Newcastle, Mr. Baird's bay 
colt. Freebooter, by Champignon, out of Orange Boven, when near 
ending his exercise on the morning of this day on the race ground, 
dropped down and immediately expired. He was full of life and 
play at the setting off. The rider escaped without injury. 

July 5. — Two men were burnt to death at Morton lime kilns, 
near Staindrop« They had attended the kilns for several years, 
and on this day as a kiln did not sink after they had added some 
fresh stones to it, they incautiously went upon it to make it do so, 
and unfortunately they both slipped in ; one of them to his waist, 
and the other nearly over head. 

Same day, the lord bishop of Durham, and suite, arrived for the 
first time after his elevation to that see at the Mansion-house, New- 
castle. His lordship held a visitation at St. Nicholas' church, 
the next day, and t^erwards entertained the clergy, the mayor, 
sheriff, &c., at the Assembly-rooms. The following day his lord- 
ship held a confirmation in the same church. The Mansion-house 
was his lordship's residence during his stay in that town. 
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1627 (Jvly 9^.^—The lord bishop of Durham hdd a confifmatioii 
at RytODy and on the afternoon of die same day laid the foundation 
stone of the new church of St. Paul, at Winlaton, in that parish. 
There was a masonic procession and a numerous assemblage of 
spectators. This church was opened and consecrated^ September 
9th, 1828, which we. 

Jvly 12. — ^The Scots church at Monkwearmouth, in connexion 
with the established church of Scotland, was opened for public 
worship. The Rev. John Wood, A.M., commenced the senrioe; 
afterwards the Rev. Henry Grav, A. M ., of Edinburgh, and the 
Rev. Robert Balfour Graham, of NorUi Berwick, preached imprea* 
sive sermons on the occasion. This elegant building is from « 
design by Mr. John Dobson, of Newcastle, architect. 

July 16.-^About eleven o'clock on the forenoon, a column of dust» 
&&, arose, as if caused by a whirlwind, at the south-east comer of 
the ballast-hills, near Newcastle. It assumed the form of a pym* 
mid, about 70 feet high, and moved in a direction towards the row 
of houses on the north-east side of the open space in front of the 
burial ground, against which it broke and nearly smothered a poor 
woman who was canying a basket of earthem ware. It was partly 
composed of small stones and cinders, and was as broad at toe 
bottom as a large hay stack. 

Jviy 20« — About four o'clock on the morning, nine men were 
burnt by the fire-damp in the Charles Y% Lumley colliery ; some 
of them severely. The accident was caused by a young man 
named Foster, going to a wrong part of the pit with his candle. 
There were upwards (^ 200 men and boys in the pit at the time. 
August 3d, Robert Oughton, one of the sufferers, died in conse* 
quence. 

Same day, the burgesses i£ Berwick in guild assembled, unani- 
mously voted an honorary ticket of the freedom of the borough to 
the lord bishop of Durham, then in that place on his first tour 
through his diocese. The worshipful the mayor, and baili£&, town- 
derk, and coroner, accompanied bv David Logan and John 
Steavenson, esqrs^ waited upon his lordship at the inn, and pre- 
sented him with it. His loraship expressed himself highly grati- 
fied bv the honour. 

Jviy 23. — The committee of the common council of Newcastle, 
to whom the subject had been referred, determined upon the model 
on which the new Magdalen chapel was to be constructed at the 
Barras-bridge, at the north entrance of that town, in lieu of the old 
chapel of St. Thomas, at the north end of Tyne-bridge, then about 
to be taken down to widen the entrance from the southward. 
Three models were exhibited, and one of the two brought forward 
by Mr. Dobson, was preferred. The model, which was of the 
Gothic style of the ISth century, was executed under Mr. Dob- 
son's directions bv Mr. Welsh, junior, of Gateshead. The other 
model was furnished by Mr. Green, of Newcastle, architect, to 
whom the decision was officially communicated in very handsome 
terms by the town-clerk, stating that Ae committee considered 
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Yob design as hiehly creditable to his talents, although the resolu- 
tions to which they had comey not without difficulty, occasioned the 
adoption of another.— iS'ee October I9ihj 1830. 

1827 (Jftfy SI J 4 — The comer stone of a new P^resbyterian chapel 
was laid at Waiicworth, in Northumberland, for the congregaUon in 
connexion with the united secession church of Scotland, by the 
Bev. D8vidPatterson,of Alnwick, in the presence of the committee 
of managers, and several of the respectd>le members from Alnwick 
and the ne^hbourhood* There was a deposit of the several coins 
of Gfeoi^ IV*, and several silver coins or an^ ancient date, idso a 
MS*, baring the date of the building, names of the committee, 
ardiitect, and contractors for the building, inclosed in glass, sunk 
in the stone, and covered with a plate of iron* Sunday, May 1st, 
1888, this building was first opened for divine service, on which 
occasion the Rev* James Prii^le, of Newcastle, preached on the 
morning ; the Rev* Henry Lawson, of SouUi Shields, in the afler« 
iioon» and the Rev* Robert Pollock, in the evening, when collec- 
tions were made towards defrajring the expenses of the building* 
The Ann and Jane, steam-packet, was engaged to take a large party 
firom Newcastle, idiich ^aoe they left almit ^ve o'clock on the 
morning* She put into North Shields and received a considerable 
acquisition of passengers* The day was uncommonly serene and 
fine, and the passengers were gratmed With the sight of a King's 
ship. The Lion, which theyjpiused pretty closely, hovering off ue 
coast of Northumberland* The Ann and Jane paid her the requisite 
honour of lowering her flag on pesring. Being of the party, I was 
much gratified with the day's excursSon, bavmg, in company with 
the Rev* Ralph Davison, and Mr* Thoi; Atkinson, builder, visited 
the ruins of Warkworth castle, after which we had a very pleasant 
sail up the river Coquet, and inspected the ruins of the ^-famed 
** MermUage of Warkworth^** reiMered interesting by Dr. Percy's 
hamadof^'I^ Hermit of Warkworth:' See voLu page 3S. Though 
now in ruins, 
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** This calm retreat, of every one the praiae^ 
Ck>uld mater beautj boast in fbrmer dava ; 
The nMclin^^ walls and scattered ruins snew 
How preat it was some centuries aoo ; 

** But famt conjectures must supply uie place 

'< Of real beauties which long years eface ; 

'* For now, alas ! this fiibric once so gay 

'* Records no story but its own decay.*' 

August 4<. — Under this date the following notice was given : — 
^ Notice to Farmers." — The hiring of labourers and reapers for 
the harvest will not be permitted as heretofore at Sandgate, or 
within any nart of the liberties of Newcastle, on the Sabbath da^. 
— ArchilMila Reed, mayor*" In consequence of this notice a bill 
was posted stating that a hiring would be held at the Westgate, on 
Sunday, the I9th, after church hours, which took place accordingly, 
for the first time, and has since been continued* 



A* »• 1897,] EEMAEKABLE BVEIITS. 209 

1827 ('Aup.J^^^ThiB month, great damage was caused in Glendale 
Ward, Northumberland^ by immense floods. 

AygfUiL'-^ln the foundation of an old house, which had this 
month been pulled down in Tjnemouth, large quantities of human 
bones were dug u]^, manj in a perfect state. 

iltmMt— At this time there was residing in good health at Fernr- 
hiU, Durham, a woman, named Catherine Moralee, then in the 
107th jear of her age. At the time the great flood carried awav 
Newcastle Bridge ^1771), she was confined to her bed, in child- 
birth, and was earned out of the house to a irface of safety. 

SepUmher 5«-«- An explosion of gas took place at Fawdon colKery, 
near Newcastle, when three young men were much burnt, two of 
whom shortly aft er w ards died* 

SqUember 8H-*^ohii Chiahohn, smrentloe to a butcher in Ber • 
wick, was ssini to the Magdalen FiM to brmg in a sheep ftr 
slaughter, lie cai^ht il near the Redoubt, where the beach is 
yeiy precipitous i tiM annsal began to struggle, uid, being on the 
Terge of the precipice, not less than forty or Bhy feet high, both 
tumUed 0¥et. Fortunately for the lad, the sheep was undermost, 
and was kitted on the spot. The young man was completely stunned 
by the fill}, and received some ver^ severe contusions. He was 
carried home in a state of msensibility, but finally recovered. 

Siftembtr 9^-^ A new Wesleyan' Methodist chapel was opened 
at ^^h Cowton, near Di^ngten, when sermons were preached 
by die Rev. N. Bann^ of Baraafdcastle, and Mr. John Kepler, ef 
IJItflington, and coHectfo«m weie made in aid of the funds. 

/SifS$mder 24k — His graoe the duke of Wellington visited 
Sssekton, on which occasion, at the entrance to the High street, a 
loffy triumphal arch was erected, formed of laurel, &c«, surmounted 
by seven mg^ with apprc^priate mottoes. As he had to dine at 
Wynyard, tl^ seat of the marquis of Londonderry, there was a 
grand procession of the nobility, gentry, Ac, in carriages, and on 
horseback, to meet the hero of Waterloo, which they did at Yarm 
bridge. His grace immediately entered Lady Londonderry's car- 
riage, which was drawn by six horses ; the procession then returned 
to Stockton. Previous to entering that town the horses had been 
taken from the carriage in which he rode, and he was drawn by a 
number of men, wearing blue ribbons, inscribed ** Wellington fir 
ever," through the triumphal arch to the Town-hidl, amidst the 
firing of cannon, &c. On the arrival of the illustrious stranger near 
to the Town*hall, the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Stockton, 
and the mayor, recorder, and aldermen of Hartlepool, in their 
rsf>e8, approached the carriage to present an address from each of 
those corporate bodies ; and colonel Grey also advanced with an 
address (\rotn the inhabitants of Stockton and its neighbourhood ; to 
each of which his grace replied. The illustrious party afterwards 
partook of a cold collation in the assembly-room which was most 
tastefully and appropriately fitted up for the purpose. After many 
healths nad been drunk, his erace intimated to the mayor of Stock- 
ton that a party was engaged to meet him at dhmer at Wynyard ; 
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his grace and the other visitors then rose, and, bowing to the com- 
pany, took leave amidst the most deafening cheers. The party 
assembled by invitation of the marquis of Londonderry to meet the 
duke of Wellington at dinner, were the Earl and Countess Bathurst, 
Earl Grey, marquis of Douro, the bishop of Durham and his lady. 
Lords Beresford, Ravensworth, and Castlereagh, Hon. and Rev. 
Dr. Wellesley, Hon. Henry Thomas Liddell, Sir John and Lady 
Ann Beckett, Sir Roger and Lady Sophia Greisley, Sir Henry and 
Lady Emily Hardinge, Sir Thomas Lawrence, Sir Henry Browne, 
Sir Cuthbert Sharp, Generals Aylmer and Seddon, Matthew Bell, 
esq., M. P., Rev. Dr. Phillpotts, R. Burdon, esq., Colonel Freeman- 
tie, Dr. Forbes, and Mr. Stapleton. 

1827 (Sept. 2SJ, — His grace arrived in Newcastle, where every 
preparation had been made to receive him. A temporary platform 
was erected in front of the Guildhall. It was of wood, but coloured 
to resemble stone ; the steps and stage were covered with cloth. 
The Guildhall was decorated with flags, and several were suspended 
from the windows of private houses. The ships in the river had all 
their decorations floating in the air. A new flag was prepared for 
the Old Castle, containing 500 yards of cloth, the seanung of which 
extended the length of 1,500 yards. About half past two o'clock 
the Tyne Hussars, commanded by Lieut-Col. Campbell, and the 
Northumberland and Newcastle Cavalry, and the dismounted troops 
commanded by Lieut.-Col. Bell, mustered on the Town-moor, for 
the purpose of being inspected by his grace. The Lancers from 
the barracks kept the ground. A few minutes before three o'clock 
a guard of honour of the Lancers passed into Gateshead, to receive 
his grace. About an hour afler the bells of Gateshead church an- 
nounced that the duke was at hand, and, on his reaching the blue- 
stone on Tjme-bridge, the roaring of the Castle guns, and those of 
the ships in the harbour, and the ringing of the bells of all the 
churches, announced that the '< Hero of Waterloo,* was then 
making his entry into " Canny Newcomer His grace had left 
Wynyard that morning, accompanied by most of the illustrious 
visitors who had assembled at that place on the 24th to meet him, 
and the whole had come forward in carriages to partake of the 
well-known hospitalities of the mansion-house of Newcastle. At 
the head of Gateshead the horses were taken from the open carriage 
which contained his grace, the marquis and marchioness of Lon- 
donderry, and Field-marshal Beresford, preceded by an excellent 
band of music, and twelve men bearing banners inscribed with the 
names of his pace's greatest battles ; it was drawn by the people 
to the front of the platform on the Sandhill. His grace then 
alighted, and, handing out the marchioness, who leaned on his arm, 
ascended the steps, and received the hearty welcome and congratu- 
lations of the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, and the 
numerous group of members of the corporation, and other indivi- 
duals. The otlier carriages drove up in rapid succession, and the 
distinguished visitors having alighted, they were received by the 
mayor, the aldermen, sheriff, and common council, and their frioida. 
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The recorder then proceeded to read the address of the corporate 
body, aflter which the mayor presented the freedom of the town to 
his grace, who in very courteous terms returned thanks. The 
ma3ror then, filling a glass of wine» stepped to the front of the plat- 
form, and said, ** My friends and feliow'ioumsmen, I drink to the 
health of the iUtutrums hero, his grace the duke of Wellington.** 
This was followed by three hearty cheers from the multitude as- 
sembled in front, amid the thunder of cannon and the ringing of 
bells. His grace briefly returned thanks. The vicar of Newcastle 
and several of the clergy were then introduced to his grace. 
Christopher Cookson, esq., then presented to his grace the address 
of the mhabitants in an elegant speech, in which he was much 
applauded. The duke seemed to listen with much attention, and 
as soon as Mr. Cookson had concluded, his gracd* addressed that 
gentleman and the other members of the deputation from the in- 
habitants of the town. The above proceedings having terminated, 
the carrii^es were ordered up, and the illustrious party took their 
seats, and, according to previous arrangements, the procession 
moved off to the moor, the carriage in which his grace sat being 
drawn by the populace. At the Barras-bridge his grace, accom- 
panied by his gallant companions in arms (the marquis of London- 
derry and Field-marshal JLord Beresford), alighted, and, mounting 
their chargers, proceeded to the Town-moor, to inspect the troops 
there assembled. It was near six oclock before the review was 
finished, and, as the evening had set in foggy and wet, all hurried 
off the ground as quick as possible. The mnner at the Mansion- 
house was of the most splendid description. It was served up in 
three rooms, and the number that sat down was about 240. An 
excellent band of music played during the dinner, and the toasts, 
&c., given by the mayor, were announced to the rooms by the sound 
of the horn. To give the loyal and appropriate toasts and speeches 
during this festive occasion, would far exceed my limits. The ball 
at the Assembly-rooms was attended by 656 ladies and gentlemen. 
The merry dance w^s led off by Lord Ossulston and the marchioness 
of Londonderr}% to the tune of << The Keel Row,** The duke of 
Wellington left the rooms about one o'clock for Ravensworth castle, 
where he slept The carriage was attended by twelve torch-bearers 
on horseback, six before and six behind. By a request from the 
mayor, the shops were all closed on this occasion. A view of his 
grace's reception on the Sandhill was etched by Mr. John Archer. 
1827 ( Oct 4/— The duke of Wellington visited Sunderland, 
when a grand dinner was given to him in the Exchange. The 
ladies of Sunderland and the Wearmouths having entered into a 
subscription to form a triumphal arch across the High-street at 
Sunnyside, a most elegant structure, covered with evergr<^en3 na^. 
flowers, was liaised at their expense. On the top of the vtA^ ixt 
the centre, a standard, bearing the arms of the United Kingdom, 
waved majestically, and over it was a long streamer inscribed " The 
Ladies' Welcome to Wellington." On each side of these were 
three flags, bearing the 'names of some of the duke's splendid 
victories. The arch was an object of universal admiration. At night 
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an effulgent Bt^r produced by gat, was suspended under it» and had 
a most brilliant and beautiful effect. On the front of the Exchange 
were the words ^Wrlcomb to Wbllington and his bravb 
Companions in Arms." This building was also decorated, exte- 
rior and interior, with variegated lamps. The duke reached Sun- 
derland about five o'clock t he was drawn into the town by a num- 
ber of men who had taken the horses from his carriase. In passing 
under the triumphal arch, roses and crowns of laurel were dropped 
into the carriage of the duke by three young ladies dressed in white 
who were placed on the centre of the arch. The pressure in the 
High*street as the duke advanced towards the Exchange was really 
frightful. On arriving opposite to the Exchange, his grace alighted 
irom the carriage, and, accompanied by the marquis and marchioness 
of Londonderry, &c^ proceeded to a platform erected in the street, 
and was there received by George Robinson, eso., 8ir Cuth. Sharp, 
Addison Fenwick, esq., and other gentlemen of Sunderland. ^ 
address was then read and presented to his grace by Mr. Robinson, 
to which his grace made a suitable reply. Three hearty cheers 
were then given by the gentlemen within the Exchange, and im- 
mediately answered bv the multitude without. On leaving the 
platform, the distinguished visitors entered the Exchange, and 
about half past -six o'clock proceeded to the spacious dining-room 
(news-room), which was very tastefully fitted up for the occasion. 
The marquis of Londonderry, at the request ot the committee of 
BUtnagement, took the chair, having on his right hand Earl Bathurst, 
the marquis of Douro, Lord Beresford, Hon. Captain Cochrane, Sir 
Henry Hardinge, Lord Castlereagh, and Mr. Stapleton ; and on 
his lefl, the duke of Wellington, Lord Ravensworth, Sir Walter 
Scott, Hon. and Rev. Dr. Wellesley, Hon. H. T. Liddell, Sir Roger 
Greisley, and the Hon. Thomas Liddell. Sir Cuthbert Sharp filled 
the vice-president's chair. The number who partook of the dinner 
was 2M ; above 100 applications for tickets were refused, the ar- 
rangements not admitting a larger number than the party accom- 
modated. Afler many healths and toasts and several exoelleat 
speeches, the chairman intimated to the company that his friends 
and himself must bid them farewell, their attendance at the ball- 
room being expected. The Assembly-rooms were crowded to ex- 
cess, and the noble party did not retire until after one o'clock. The 
ball was opened by the marquis of Douro and the marchioness of 
Londonderry, and they were followed by the marquis of London- 
derry and Lady Sophia Greisley. 

During his grace's stay in the northern counties he visited the 
bishop of Durham, at Durham castle, where, with the nobility and 
gentry of the county, he was entertained with a very splendid 
banquet The duke also paid a visit to John Buddie, esq., at Pain- 
sher, where he partook of a cold collation, and afl^rwards visited 
some of the collieries, in company with that gentleman. 

1827 C0ct.4tJ.^A new Methodist chapel was opened for divine 
service at Hurworth, near Darlington, by Mr. William Dawson, of 
Bramham, near Leeds, and the l^v. Rcribert Wood, of York, after 
which £23. 10«. were cdlected in aid of the fimds of the chapel. 
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1827 f Oct J,''-' A human akeletooy apparently that of a full-grown 
inan» waa found at HajrstOQphiU, near Houghton-le-apring. Two men 
employed at the limestone-quarry at that place havmg been ordered 
to remove the soil from a part of the hill opposite to the quarry, 
found the skeleton at a depth of about two feet from the surface. 
It was douUed up in a manner which left no doubt of murder bavins 
been conmiitted. The tee^ and a part of the hair still remain^ 
attached to the skull, and the marl around the skeleton was much 
discoloured, apparently by the recent decomposition of the body. 

November 9.-— The marquis of Londonderry was presented with 
the freedom of l^wcastle, on which occasion, the bells of St. 
Nicholas' churdi rung several merry peals. 

On this occasion, during the ringing of the bells of St. Nicholas' 
church in Newcastle, one of the pinnacles at the top of the lan- 
tern was obierved to be in a very tottering condition, in conse- 
quence of which, a scaffolding was erected and the steeple examined, 
irhen it was found to re<}uire very considerable repairs. The iron 
cramps, from the covenngs of lead having been torn off by the 
violence of the wind, were much decayed, and the cement with 
which it had been filled in various places about thirty jrears before» 
was in a great measure destroyed* It therefore became necessary 
that the steeple should undergo a thorou^ repair by the insertion 
of new cramps of copper instead of iron, and filling up with Bamam 
cement those places which required it. Several of the small pin- 
nacles were replaced with new mason work, and the vanes were 
repaired, and the whole of them re-gilt and the steeple pointed. 
Strong iron bands were put round the pinnacles at the corners of 
the tower, and inserted into the cross beams. These repairs con- 
tinued until December 2Ut, when the scaffolding was taken down. 

November 11. — Died, Thomas Grraham, aged 102 years, he 
was a native of Northumberland, and was employed to drive a bag- 
gage waggon at the time of the rebellion in 1746. 

December 5. — About eleven o'clock on the forenoon, as Mr. 
John Nicholson, son of Mr. John Nicholson, of Newcastle, and 
pupil of Mr. Hensell, surgeon, was riding along Sandyford-lane^ 
near Newcastle, his horse ran away, and in making the turn at 
Sandyford-bridge, the animal struck the battlement and fell, but it 
immediately rose and leaped firom the bridge into the rocky channel 
below, being a depth of 36 feet perpendicular. The unfortunate 
voung man was so dreadfully bruised and injured, that he lingered 
m an insensible state until seven o'clock in the evening, when he 
expired. It is a singular fact, that when the horse struck the bat- 
tlement, the coping stone which had '< Lambert's Leap" cut upon 
it, was thrown off into the dean below and broken in pieces. There 
is a strange coincidence in these two accidents :*— They were both * 
young men, and the leaps had been both made at the some part of 
the bridge. The only difference is, that Mr. Lambert survived and 
his horse was killed, but in this instance the horse was so little in- 
jured, that a person rode it into town for assistance. See Septomr 
terMtk^im, and Aiiguti ISA, 117U vol. i. pp. 22^fimd28h 
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1827 rDec. 9;.— Died, at Morpeth, aged 101 yean, Elizabeth, 
widow of John Rutherford, who was son to Baldric, the last Lord 
Rutherford, and heir to the title and estates. 

Decemher 24. — {>ied at Chelsea, near London, Mr. John Scott, 
the celebrated animal engraver. Mr. Scott, who was a self-taught 
artist was a native ^ Newcastle, where he served his time as a tal- 
low chandler. His first piece which came before the public, was 
an engraving, in group, of the King, Queen, and Dauphin of France, 
for the '< Historical View of the French Revolutions*^ published by 
M. Angus, in 1796. This astonishing performance was done 
without any previous instruction. Mr. Scott afterwards removed 
to London, where he finished several hundreds of engravings, which 
are all in high estimation. << The Sportsman's Cabinety*" « The 
Sporting Magaziney" Mr. Daniel's *< Rwral Sports^* and other 
works of a similar nature, owe much of their reputation to the ex- 
quisite delicacy and truth of Mr. Scott's graver. His engraving of 
** The Cottage" in the '< Fine Arts of t^ English School^" is 
perhaps his finest piece, but what established his fame most were his 
two large prints ** Breaking Cover" and << The Death of the 
Fox," &er Gilpin and Reinagle. For these exquisite specimens 
of the art, Mr. Scott was on the 28th of May, 1811, presented with 
a lai^ gold medal by the Society of Arts, and at the same time 
received a very high compliment fh>m his ro3ral highness the duke 
i^ Sussex, in the presence of a large assembly of the nobility and 
gentry. These prints are possessed by eveiy lover of art who prize 
pictures of animals and field sports. In March 1821, this artist 
suffered a severe paralytic stroke, from which he never afterwards 
recovered. Mr. Scott published in 1823 a portrait of his mother, 
Mrs. Mary Scott. There is a good portrait of this artist painted 
by Mr. Jackson, R.A., and engraved by F^. 

This year, as the ship Ann, Captain Hutchinson, of Shields, 
was leaving Aberdeen for Newcastle, a pair of sparrows were 
observed to commence building their nest under the slings of 
the fore-yard, and what appears very remarkable, on the vessel's 
arrival at Dent's Hole, a little below Newcastle, the same birds 
went on shore and brought materials to finish their house. 

1828 fjan. \\J, — Died, in Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, after a 
short illness, aged 62, Mr. William Henderson, a native of North- 
umberland. In the early part of his life he worked as a pitman, 
and having received an injury, he was admitted a patient of the 
Infirmary, at Newcastle. Here he contracted an intimacy with one 
of the nurses of that institution, whom he married. On the erec- 
tion of the House of Recovery in 1804, Mrs. Henderson was ap- 
pointed matron, and Mr. Henderson became inspector, which 
situation he held until his wife's death. Having during the time 
he was attached to this institution, acquired (as he said) more 
knowledge of medicine than all the faculty put together, he added 
Doctor to his name, and published a very ludicrous and eccentric 
book entitled << Every Man his own Doctor^ in the treatment of 
Fever, and other in^MnioMi diseases incident to the hunum frame. 
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Being the rentU of 22 yeara^ practke and obiervaium of Ae trtat" 
ment and cure of varioua disecues. With Rhymes to gratify the 
mind. By William Hendersony late Inspector of the Fever Eos- 
pitaly Newcastle upon 7)fne" with a portrait prefixed. As a spe- 
cimen of his abilities in the rhyming way, it is only necessary to 
give the memorable lines from the title-page of his book. 

<* In the country and tbe town. 
Here wisdom mar be found ; 
This book in a pupil's hand. 
Will make him a wiser man ; 
His voice may give the sound* 
And say, 'tis worth a hundred pound** f t 

For this hundred pounds* worth of invaluable mformaOon^ he mo^ 
destly charged S^. 6d, It was << Printed for the author by J. 
Marshall, Old Flesh Market, 1827.** It consists of 86 pages ; the 
portrait, which is prefixed to this morceau of a book, is engraved by 
Mr. Isaac Nicholson, firom a painting by Parker, and is an excellent 
likeness. This work is a treat asitis^ but what would it have beeiiy 
if given in its original orthography f After the Doctor's publica- 
tion appeared, he received various letters signed << Robert Southejr^ 
and other fictitious names, lauding his pre-eminent abilities ; all of 
which this very simple man believed to be genuine, and carried 
them about his person for exhibition ; indeed there seemed nothing 
in the shape of praise too monstrous for him. 

1828 (Jan. 17^«— ^ohn George lAmbton, esq^ M. P., for the 
county of Durham, having been created a peer by the style and 
title of Baron Durham, of the city of Durham, and of Lambton 
castle, in the coun^ of Durham, a new writ for an M. P. for the 
county was issued January 29th, when he was succeeded on the 
I3th of February in the same year, by William Russell, esq., of 
Brancepeth castle, Durham. 

January 27. — Sunday evening lectures commenced in St. John's 
church, Newcastle, for which purpose it was first lighted with gas* 

February 11. — Died, at Wallsend, Ann Usher, aged 102 years, 
who, during the last thirty years of her life, had received parochial 
relief to the amount of £157. ISs. firom that place. 

February 18. — A ball and supper were given by the bachelors 
of Durham and its neighbourhood, to the ladies and gentlemen in 
the same place and the county, which took place at the Assembly- 
rooms. The company began to assemble soon after nine o'clock^ 
and before ten most of the visitors had arrived. Tlie room at that 
period presented a perfect galaxy of beauty, rank, and fashion. 
The dresses of the ladies were remarkably splendid and tasteful^ 
and the coup doeil extremely brilliant. The dancing conunended 
at ten o'clock, and was kept up with great spirit until one o'clock, 
when the party were summoned to the most elegant supper ever 
served in Durmun, upon any occasion. John Allan, esq., of Black- 
well, presided, and he gave a peculiar zest to the entertainment by 
the felicitous manner in which he acquitted himself in the chair. He 
delivered a very entertaining speech in proposing the health of the 
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ladieg who had bcMM>ured the bachelors with their company ^ and 
concluded, by expressing a hope, that their fascinations might have 
the happy effect of induciDg some of his fraternity to change their 
state of life. The supper being concluded, and several appropriate 
toasts drunk, the party returned to the ball-room, when dancing 
was resumed and kept up with unt^ted spirit until a late hour on 
the morning. The following are the names of the gentlemen by 
whose subscriptions the expenses of the ball and supper were de- 
frayed :— J. Allan ^Blackweu\ R. H. AUan, O.Appleby, T. Bowes, I. 
Bonomi, R. Burrell, Rev. T. Ebdon (Durham), J. Fawcett ^Newton- 
Hall), Rev. C. Fawcett (Durham), Rev* S. (>arolen (Heignington), 
T. Griffith, J. Gregson, T. C. Granger, J. Hutchinson, A. M^ Hutchin- 
son (Durham), f • D. Johnson (Aykley-Heads)^ G. D. Lambton, 
J. D. Lambton (Durham), W. Mills ( Willmgton), W. Russell, M. P. 
(Brancepeth castle), Rev. J. Raine (Durhtun), B« J. Salvin (Bum- 
haU), G. Salvin (Croxdale), R. D. Shafto (Whitworth), R. Stafford, 
K Shipperdson, H. Stap^lton (Durham), W. Trotter (Bishop- Auck- 
land), Lieut.-<7en» WiUanson, G. WiUmson (Durham), A. Wilkin- 
son (Coxhoe Hall), W. £. Wooler, and T. Waldy (Durhan> 

1B28 (FA.) 4 — This month a sepulchre of large dimensions, and 
of rude form and construction, was discovered at Millfield-hill, in 
Northumberland. It differed entirely from any of the tumuli which 
had before been opened in that neighbourhood. Some teeth and 
pieces of bone, evidently the remains of human bodies were found, 
and also several teeth, so large, that they must have belonged to an 
animal of no less size than a fuU-grown norse. 

M^urh 15. — An expk>8ion took place ia Jarre w colHeiy, by 
which unfortunate event eight men lost their lives. No exact ac- 
count of the cause of the accident could be given, but the coroner 
and jury were satisfied that no blame could attach to any person, 
as the pit was considered in a good state and well ventilsted. 

March 23.-^Died, at Alnwid^ Mr. Alexander EngMsh^ formerly 
of Rothbury, aged 107 years. 

This month, an elegant window, ia stained glass, by Mr. John 
Gibson, of Newcastle, was put ap in Stockton churclK The centre 
represents Christ bearing the cross, with other attributes) pourtray- 
ed in a verv superior manner. The pkcid countenance of the Re- 
deemer is finely expressive of a heavenly meekness and resignation. 
The remainder of the window is filled with most bemitiful and 
chaste ornamental work, and the whole so harmonises as to give it 
a most imposing and striking appearance. Mr. Gibson s coiouriog, 
in point of brilliancy, is allowed to surpass every thing of the kiml 
hitherto exhibited. 

April \^ — A meeting was held at Mitford, near Morpetli, and a 
subscription was entered into for the purpose of erecting a wooden 
bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the High Ford, where naay 
lives had been lost in attempting to cross at that dangerous place. 
From the liberality of the neighbouring and other gentry, it was 
reselved that a bridge of stone should be erected. 

About ten o clock at night, a fire broke out in Mrs. Crowther^s 
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premises at the Ouseburn, near Newcastle, the under part of which 
she occupied as an iron-foundry, and above was a steam corn-mill, 
in the occupation of Mr. Hetherington, and a small shop rented bj 
another person. It was supposed the fire originated in some timber 
attached to the engine of the mill, and the ii^hole of the building 
being of wood, such was the rapidity of the flames, all was a mass 
of burning ruins. The soap manufactory on the opposite side of 
the road was in imminent danger, but was saved by the playing 
of the engines and the exertions of those in attendance. Mr. 
Hetherington had in the mill about 200 bolls of wheat, and a large 
quantity, of flour, which were totally destroyed ; but his stock, as 
well as the whole of the premises and the goods were insured, with 
the exception of the stock of the poor man who rented the shop. 

1828 f April 6 J, — On the evening of this day (Sunday), the ancient 
chapel at the west end of Durham cathedral, called the Galilee^ 
was opened for the first time for evening lectures, and divine service 
was performed by the Rev. P. George, one of the minor canons, 
assisted by Mr. Stimpson, one of the choristers, as clerk. After 
which the Rev. W. N. Darnell, delivered an excellent lecture. 

April 11.— A fire was discovered in a stable of Mr. R. Lamb, in 
Blue Anchor-chair on the Quayside, Newcastle. There were two 
horses in it ; one of them was so much burnt, that it was considered 
necessary to kill it, the other died from the effects of the fire. The 
fire was soon got under. 

April 21^--The branch from the Bank of England commenced 
business in a house at the south-west comer of Bailiff Gate, in 
Newcastle. The notes are the same as the parent institution, ex- 
cepting that they are dated Newcastle. 

April 22, — Tlie foundation stone of anew Catholic chapel was 
laid in Hexham, by the Rev. Mr. Singleton, of that place. Al- 
though the time of the ceremony had not been previously an- 
nounced, yet a great number of spectators were present. 

April 23. — About six o'clock on the morning, a fire of a most 
terrific appearance broke out in the extensive paper manufactory 
of Mr. Smith, at Langley, near the city of Durham. When first 
discovered, the flames were ascending through the ventilators on 
the roof of the new part of the building, and very near to Mr. 
Smith's dwelling-house. The alarm was instantly given, and in a 
few minutes Mr. Smith's workmen and neighbours were on the 
spot. Intelligence having been speedily conveyed to Durham, the 
fire engines soon afterwards arrived at Langley, where also a great 
number of persons had assembled, who made the most praiseworthy 
exertions to subdue the destructive element. The room in whicn 
the fire broke out was used as a drying loft, and a great quantity 
of paper, in an unfinished state, was hanging upon lines witliin it. 
This burnt with amazing rapidity, and the timbers of the roof be- 
coming ignited, very soon gave way under the weight of the slates, 
and the whole fell in with a tremendous crash. Masses of burning 
paper now rose into the air, and were scattered to a considerable 
distance. The fall of the roof, by checking the flames, gave an 
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opportunity to those who woriced the engines to play upon the 
building with effect, and the opportunity was not lost. From the 
great efforts now made^ the fire was entirely subdued before nine 
o'clock. The damage was estimated at about £1)000. The pro- 
perty was insured. 

1828 f April J. ^^WhiUt the workmen were trenching the ground, 
for planting, at Villa Real, near Sandyford, Newcastle, they found 
a curious rude stone coffin, composed of six flag stones, containing 
the skeleton of a tall man, in complete preservation, with an urn 
standing by the side of his head. It appeared to be one of the 
most perfect specimens of the ancient British sepulchral vases that 
had been found. Mr. Blackbird, the occupier of the house, pre- 
sented it to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle. It was exhibited 
to the public in the ubrary-room of the Literary and Philosophical 
Society. 

Died, at Bath, aged 93 years. Sir John Trevelyan, hart., 
of Nettlecombe, Somersetshire, and of Wallington, ^rthumber- 
land. Sir John was returned member for Newcastle, March 14th, 
1777, after a severe contest with the celebrated profligate adventurer, 
Andrew Robinson Stoney Bowes. Sir John was a memberin the 
three succeeding parliaments for Somersetshire. 

This month, while some workmen were employed in draining a 
field near Seaham, Durham, the property of the Kev. O. J. Cress- 
well, rector of that place, they discovered in a very marshy part of 
it, and at a depth of about eight feet from the surface, an oaken 
coffin, containing human bones. The coffin fell to pieces on being 
exposed to the air. 

May 2. — Died, at Bishop Auckland, John Clay, aged 100 years. 

May 14. — Died, in Newcastle, in his 87th year, Archibald Hen- 
derson, better known by the appellation of <^ Sold Archy,'* He 
was of great stature and muscular power, and though his appearance 
to many was a terrific object^ yet he was very inoffensive in his man- 
ners. Bold Archy is immortalized in several local songs written 
by Mr. Robert Gilchrist in the pure Newcastle dialect. He also 
forms one of the characters in the group of <* Neuxsastle Eccentrics^* 
painted by Mr. Parker, and engraved by Mr. Armstrong. In this 
group (14), all living in 1819, there are now (1832), only two in 
existence ; — viz. : Blind WiUie^ and Whin Bobby. 

May 29. — The ancient custom of singing on the steeple of the 
cathedral at Durham, on the anniversary of the above day, was re- 
vived at the church. At the close of divine service, the choristers 
ascended the steeple, and sung the three anthems formerly used on 
that elevated station. See vol. i. page 46. 

June 5. — The << United Kingdom" steam packet, of 1,000 tons, 
came into the river Tyne for a supply of coals. This vessel, which 
was the largest of the kind belonging to Great Britain, was on its 
passage from London to Leith. 

June 11. — The farm-house at Snipe House, near Alnwick, occu- 
pied by Mr. John Marshall, was destroyed by fire, supposed to'have 
been occasioned by a foul chimney. 
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1828 (JwM lU.— The Northern AcRdem; of Arts, which wlu 
commenced building in Blackett-street, Newcastlei September 15th, 
1887, WM fint opened to the public, with a very superior display of 

EBiutingB by Laadon, native, and other artists. There were also ex- 
ibited very splendid aod costly models of St Paul's, London, and St. 
Peter's, at Rome, the property of 1^7 Ravensworth, who, for the 
gratification of the public, sent them from the museum at KaTeni- 
WDith castle. This exhibition closed on the 13th of September. 
This building was again opened, October 6th, for the " Exhibition 
of pictures by the most celebrated, ancient, and deceased masten, 
selected from the beat collections." The building, both exterior and 
interior, does great credit to the projectors. The first exhibition of 
drawings in water colours took phtce in this institution on the Slat 
October, 1831. This was another display of superior talent 
1828 (June W). — The ceremony of laying the foundation stone 

iat the entrance door> of the Rectory-house, for the parish of SL 
ohn't, Gateshead Feu, was performed by the workmen. Refresh- 
ments were distributed to the persons present, and each was m- 
sented with a card containing the following inscription: — "llie 
foundation stone of the building intended for the Rectory-house 
for the parish of St. John's, Gateshead, Fell, was laid this 11th of 
June, 1828, on which day the site was named, and will ever after- 
wards be called Hawksbury Hill." 

JuM 22.— Died, at Pelton, near Chester-le^treet, Isabella Eddy, 
widow, in her 107th year. 



yww 25. — The common council of Newcastle, established a new 
corporate company, entitled " The Company or Fraternity of Scri- 
venera of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Nathaniel ClaybW) 
Christopher Penwick, Percival Fenwick, Armorer Donkin, John 
Adamaon, Peregrine George Ellison, John Brown, John Clayton 
Henry lugledew, Robert Anthony Porvis, Geo^ William Cram 
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Thomas William Keenlyside, Thomas Dove, Matthew ClaytoD» 
Richard Hill Gee, Edward Hemsley and Ions Hewison (attoraeys), 
free burgesses, were declared members, and they were conse- 
•quently enabled to bestow the freedom of the town upon their 
iipprentices. The preceding wood-cut shews the arms of this new 
corporate company, to whom I am indebted for the loan of lU 

1828 fJune27J.^Died, in the Mill-entry, Head of the Side, New- 
<iastle, aged 103 years, Thomas Thompson, an old soldier, a native of 
Woodhom, in Northumberland. He was at the battle of Minden in 
1759, where he had his skull fractured, and he wore a silver plate 
orer the fracture to the day of his death. At the close of the war 
in the year 1763, he travelled over Europe, and part of Asia and 
Africa in the service of Captain Younghusband. He afterwards 
supported himself by turning a wheel for a glass-cutter in the Close, 
Newcastle, as long as there was employment in that line. On the 
▼isit of the Duke of Wellington to Newcastle, a petition was pre- 
sented to his grace on his behalf, stating his great age and services, 
and that his means of support had been materially affected by the 
loss of his two sons, one at the battle of Trafalgar, and the other 
under his grace at Waterloo. The effect of this petition was to ob- 
tain for him an enlargement of his pension to Is, Sd, per day. But it 
bad a still more beneficial efiect m raising up for him a mend and 
protector in the person of Colonel Arnold, who having been em- 
ployed to announce to the veteran the above piece of good fortune, 
took so kind an interest for him, as very materially added to his 
comfort during the remainder of his life. 

June 30. — A new theatre was opened at Sunderland, when the 
justly celebrated songstress, Miss Hughes, from London, a native 
of that town, made her first appearance there. She was received 
with thq most rapturous applause, and was encored in all her songs. 
The house was crowded to excess. 

This month a sparrow built its nest upon the quarter block of 
the main yard of the ship Friends of North Shields, Captain Mel- 
drum, whdst lying in the river Tyne, and therein deposited several 

eggs- 
«/u/y 13 and 14. — A heavy rain having fallen, the rivers in the 

northern counties were swollen to such a degree, as caused much 
loss and damage to the lands and crops on the low grounds and banks 
of the rivers. The Tyne rose to a great height, laying corn-fields 
waste, pikes of hay were floated down, also live stock, consisting of 
sheep and pigs, also numerous geese and ducks, were hurried away 
by the impetuosity of the current, and lost to their owners. Se- 
veral trees were torn up by the roots, and floated down the stream. 
The gable end of Mr. Harrison's paper-mill, erecting at the west 
end of Pipewellgate, Gateshead, was thrown down by the water 
running into the building, and bursting away the foundation. The 
houses in Dunstan and its vicinity were completely surrounded by 
the water, and the inhabitants had no means of escaping but by 
boats. Several vessels, keels, and small craft, were driven from 
their moorings. Great damage was done on the grounds contiguous 
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to the rivers Tees, Wear, Team, Derwent and the Coquet. 
At Sunderland, a ship was driven from Hetton staith to the low 
part of the harbour, and some keels were driven from their moor- 
ings out to sea. At an early hour on the Monday morning (14th)» 
a fine large black horse was taken out of the river dead, at the 
glass-house quay of Addison Fenwick, esq. It had the shafts and 
harness of a gig attached to it, but the body of the carriage was 
not found. Same day, a valuable cart mare belonging to Mr. 
Thomas Wailes, of Meldon, was carried down the river Wansbeck» 
and drowned. By some means she had backed the cart into the 
swollen torrent, and was hurried away by the stream, llie da- 
mage to the paper-mill at Shotley, upon the river Derwent, was 
very great. The whole of the dam head and apron, together with 
great part of a new quay, for the erection of another mill, were 
swept away. Most of Uie wooden bridges upon this river were 
carried away. A toaier'Spout fell at the foot of the bank near 
Hamsterley lodge, and did great damage to the road. The low 
lands adjacent to the river Wear, were for a long time under water, 
so that nne crops of every description were completely destroyed* 
A vast quantity of hay in pikes passed down the river. On Sun- 
day nSth), as Mr. Cook, blacksmith at Nesham colliery, his bro- 
ther-m-law, and their wives, were proceeding home from Newcas- 
tle, in a cart, the river having overflowed, had extended into the 
lane near the new bridge, at Lambton Park. In attempting to turn 
back, the horse, being nearly overhead in water, stumbled, and was 
immediately drowned. After Mr. Cook and his friends had called 
out a long time, some persons walking to see the river, went to 
their assistance, and ropes were procured. Several persons at- 
tempted to swim to them with ropes, but were unable to come 
near them, the water being several feet deep in the lane, and com- 
ing very rapidly down the new bridge field. Mr. Storey, of Pick- 
tree, sent a horse and sledge to Lambton, to bring a boat to the 
new bridge, when John Ferguson, boatman, (a sailor), John Briggs, 
gamekeeper, at Lambton, and Joseph Laverick, formerly of Lum- 
ley ferry boat, proceeded in the Lambton boat, to rescue them 
from their perilous situation, having ropes made fast to the boat. 
The ropes were thrown to the people to make fast to the trees* 
whither they had swum, to render all the assistance in their power 
to the unfortunate persons, as the water had risen, and they were 
standing in the cart up to their shoulders. After three of them 
were removed from the cart, it was carried away bV' the streanit 
and the other man jumped into the water and caught hold of a rope 
that was thrown ^om the boat. As they were dragging him to 
the boat the rope broke that was tied to the tree, and mehottrVas 
taken by the strong current over the tops of the trees, add fft^iy 
person thought it would upset, but Fereuson bv his skill brouglit 
the boat ashore in the plantation belongmg to Lord Durham, tUesir 
Mickleton, to the surprise of a great number who had asseinbM* 
They had been in their perilous situation about four hours» A 

Seat number of leverets were observed clinging to the pikes of 
y as they floated down the Wear. Incalcuwle damage was 



S22 HISTORICAL REGISTER OF [A. D. 1828* 

flone by this visitation, but it was not ascertained that any human 
lives were lost. 

1828 (July 21 J Died at St Omer, in France, Geome AUan, 

of Blackwell Grange, esq., M. A., F. S. A., and sometime M. P. for 
the city of Durham. A gentleman of great erudition and classical 
attainments, and of the most bland and conciliatory manners and de- 
meanour. He was a candidate for the city of Durham, in the year 
1813, on the resignation of Ralph John liambton, esq., and after a 
severe, lengthened, and expensive struggle, he was returned by a 
considerable majority. During the period that he sat in parlia- 
ment, his votes were consistent, and marked with a strict sense of 
independence. Indeed, on one or two occasions, he differed from 
a large portion of his constituents, but he was always ready to ex- 
plain his motives, and he would rather refrain from voting at all 
than give a vote contrary to his conscience. On the dissolution of 
parliament in the year 1818, he was again a candidate, and it waa 
Confidently asserted, that if he had persevered in his intentions, he 
would have been again returned, but the heavy pecuniary sacrifi- 
ces of the first election, did not warrant his perseverance in a second 
contest, and he manfully declared his << inability to command such 
pecuniary resources as would be necessary to secure his election." 
When this determination was communicated to the freemen, it was 
received with sentiments of universal regret, highly honourable to all 
parties. Mr. Allan died in the 61st year of his age, leaving no issue, 
and the family estates have in consequence partly devolved on William 
Allan, esq., eldest son of the late Robert Allan, esq., of Newbottle. 
August 13th, his remains having been removed from St. Omer to 
his native county for interment, were deposited in the family vault 
in Darlington church. The funeral was attended by John Allan, 
esq., William Allan, esq., Robert Henry Allan, esq. F. S. A., Cap- 
tain James Allan Wright, and Captain John Allan Wright, the 
Dearest relatives of the lamented deceased, and by a large con- 
course of the inhabitants of Darlington and its neighbourhood. 

Juli/ 27. — Died, at Warkworth, in Northumberland, aged 100 
years, Mrs, Ann Taylor, widow of Mr. Cuthbert Taylor, of Tan- 
field, Durham. 

Juli/, — In removing the old battlements of Framwellgate-bridge, 
in the citv of Durham, a large living toad was found in the very 
middle of the wall where it must have been confined for a number 
of years. The bridge was built by bishop Flambard in the year 
1120, but when the battlement containing the animal was built, 
was not known. 

This month, died, in London, suddenly, Mr. Thomas Fryer Ran- 
son, an engraver of considerable eminence. Mr. Ranson was born 
at Sunderland, in the year 1784, but his parents shortly after re- 
moved to Newcastle, where he was bound apprentice to Mr. J. A. 
Kidd, engraver. After completing his apprenticeship he remained 
in Newcastle a few years, during which he executed several pieces 
with great taste ana delicacy. He then removed to London, and 
soon became distinguished, and in the year 1814 received from the 
Society of Arts a silver medal, for the engraving of a portrait^ 
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supposed to be that of Sir Thomas Gresham. On the 15th of Aprils 
1818, he sent to the Society of Arts the copj of a new bank note» 
exhibiting specimens of the highest excellence in the graphic art. 
The vignette in the centre, etched and engraved by himself, from a 
drawing by Thmvton, is a most beautiful production of art. Messrs. 
Archer and Turrell also contributed their skill, and the writing is 
well executed by Mr. Lambert, of Newcastle, engraver. This 
plate, and Mr. Ranson's letters were afterwards published by the 
Society of Arts. In June, this year, Mr. Ranson published *^ An 
inUrior view of Coidbath^fields prison^ in which Thomas Ranson wom 
unlawfidly confined by the Bank of Englandffor holding an aUeged 
forged One Pound Note (that he paid forty shillings forj^ which 
was proved to be genuine in a Court of Justice, Dedicated^ with- 
out permission^ to the Crovr. and Company of the I%readneedle' 
street paper establishment^* He contended that the Bank had no 
right to impound notes the property of others, and that the inspec- 
tors could not always distinguish between a forged and a genuine 
note. The question was decided in his favour, and he received 
much merited praise for this noble stand against an illegal assump- 
tion of power by the Bank. In the year 1821, he received, from 
the Society of Axts, the gold Isis medal, for his portrait of the late 
duke of Northumberland, an engravine in the Ime manner, which 
has seldom been equalled; and, in May, the following year, he 
again received the gold Isis medal from the same society, for an 
engraving of Wilkie's ** Duncan Gray." He afterwards produced 
some small engravings (proofs of which I had the honour to receive 
from Mr. Ranson), which that great master, Wilkie, declared to be 
'< decided improvements upon any of his former works." Mr. 
Ranson, like many other geniuses, had his failings, but these always 
" leaned to virtue's side." 

1828 (Aug J, — Workmen were at this time employed in build- 
ing a bridge at the Link-house, near Blyth, the expense of which to 
be defrayed by private subscriptions. 

August 14« — About five o'clock on the morning an alarming 
fire was discovered in the premises of Mr. Musgrave, mustard manu- 
fiicturer in Stockton, which burnt for a considerable time with great 
fury. The roofs of the building soon fell in, but from the greai 
exertions made, and a good supply of water, it was fortunately got 
under about eight o'clock. 

August 23. — In conformity to a new act for regulating the town 
of North Shields, watehmen were appointed, and put on duty for the 
first time, on the night of the above day, Saturday. 

September 1. — An explosion took place in the new pit at Hough- 
ton-le-Spring, belonging to Lord Durham, when three men and 
four boys were burnt to death. The accident was attributed to the 
sufferers themselves having incautiously left open a door in the 
mine on the Saturday. The foul air had by this means accumulated 
in the workings, and on the return of the pitmen on the Monday 
morniDg with their lights, it immediately exploded and occasioned 
the fatal result. 
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1828 (Sej^ 7^.«-The new chapel built at Brandling Place, near 
Newcastle, was opened for the use of the We8le3ran Methodists, on 
which occasion sermons were preached by the Rev. Francis A. 
West, and the Rev. William Naylor, to crowded audiences* 

SqAember 9. — This being the day on which Matthew White 
Ridley, esq., eldest son of Sir M. W. Ridley, bart. M. P. for New« 
castle, attamed his 21st year, all the bells in the churches of that 
town rung several merry peab on the occasion. The day was 
celebrated with much festivity and rejoicing at Blagdon, and other 
places in the vicinity of the honourable baronet's domain. At Blyth 
all business was suspended, and the gentlemen of the place and its 
neighbourhood, with the masters of the ships in the harbour dined 
together in celebration of the event. All the workmen at Cowpen 
colliery and Blyth employed under Sir Matthew White Ridley, 
baru, were liberally regaled, and the sailors belonging to the ships 
in the harbour were not forgotten. Such a festive day had not 
taken place at Blyth since April 16th, 1799, when the worthy baro- 
net attained his 21st year. 

September 9«— The new church of St. Paul, at Winlaton, in the 
parish of Ry ton, Durham, was opened. The lord bishop of Durham 
arrived at Axwell Park the preceding day, where he remained 
during the night, and, at eleven o'clock the next morning his lord- 
ship arrived at the school-house, Winlaton, and was joined there by 
Sir Thomas Clavering, bart., C. J. Clavering, esq., and the principal 
inhabitants of the parish, all of whom carried white wands, llie 
company went in procession, preceded by the Winlaton band of 
music, to the churcn (though trie morning had been very wet and 
stormy^, which was filled with a very respectable congregation. On 
the bisnop arriving at the church, he was met at the west door by 
the Rev. Charles Thorp, rector of Ryton ; the Rev. John Dodd, 
vicar of Newcastle ; the Rev. John Collinson, rector of Gateshead ; 
the Rev. Mr. Collinson, of Lamesley, and several other clergymen. 
The usual petition was presented to the bishop praying that he 
would consecrate the church, and, afler being read by the registrar, 
the procession moved to the vestry, where the bishop enrobed 
himself. The ** morning hymn" was sung by a choir, accompanied 
by the band ; afler which the ceremony commenced with the pro- 
cession moving up the middle aisle from the west door to the com- 
munion table, the bishop and the clergy repeating alternately verses 
from the 24th Psalm. His lordship and his two chaplains then 
stepped within the raUs of the altar, when the usual prayers were 
read. The procession then proceeded to the church-yard, where 
the act of consecrating the burial-ground was read by the Rev. Mr. 
Baker, the chancellor, and signed by his lordship, who offered up a 
suitable prayer, and again returned to the altar; the chancellor 
then read the sentence for the consecration of the church, and it 
being signed by his lordship, was laid upon the communion table. 
The service of the day was then delivereu by the Reverends Henry 
Wardell and John Reed (the latter being appointed curate), and an 
excellent and pathetic sermon was preached by his lordship, from 
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Psalm 26th, verse 8th — ** Lord I have loved the habitation and the 
place where thine honour dwelleth.** The choir then sung with 
great effect << Lord dismiss us," &c- His lordship then read a suita- 
ble prajer, and concluded with the apostolic blessing. Afler the 
ceremony, his lordship, the clergy, &c*, partook of a cold collation at 
the house of Mr. Belt, after which his lordship, the clergy, &€., 
drove off to the rectory-house at Ryton, and honoured the Rev. 
Mr. Thorp, with his presence to dinner. Mr. Belt presented to the 
church a peal of five bells^ which were rung at intervals during the 
day. The tenor bell which weighs 10 cwt. bears the following in- 
scription on the front : — << This peal of five bells was presented to 
the church of St. Paul, by Robert Belt, esq., Winlaton, Anno Dom. 
1828." and on the reverse — " Charles Thorp, B. D., rector of Ry- 
ton ; Henry Wardell, M, A., John Reed, B. A., curates; Robert 
Watson; Newcastle Tyne, founder." 

1828 (SepU 9 J, — A part of the east wing of the ancient cathe- 
dral of Hexham, now used as the parish church, fell with a tremen- 
dous crash, and broke through the roof of a building adjoining, 
called the old school, in which were deposited the town lamps, ml 
of which were demolished. 

Sq>ttmb€r 11. — The new chapel and cemetery at Greenhead, in 
the parish of Haltwhistle, was consecrated by the lord bishop of 
Durham. The building which is in f( plain simple style of Gothic 
architecture, was from a plan by Mr. Dobson, of Newcastle, and 
was built by subscription. The Rev. N. J. HoUingsworth, the 
vicar of Haltwhistle, officiated in the service of the day, afler which 
an appropriate sermon was delivered by the bishop from Matthew, 
chap. 13, verses 16 and 17. 

September 15. — Died, at Hedley, near Beamish, in the county 
of Durham, Mr. Matthew Pratt, formerly a farmer at Urpeth, who 
had completed his 100th year on the 9th of the preceding June. 

September 18. — In the evening, as a gentleman was driving his 
carriage down the hill near Wallbottle, on his way from Newcastle 
to Hexham, the vehicle ran amain, and was precipitated over the 
bridge at the foot of the bank. The height from the bridge to the 
dean below is nearly thirty feet, and, wonderful as it may seem, the 
horse was only slightly hurt, and the driver merely stunned. The 
carriage, which was considerably damaged, was new, and had just 
come firom London, by the steam-packet, to Newcastle. 

October 16.»-A most splendid entertainment was given by the 
hon. H. T. Liddell, M. P., and Mrs. Liddell, at their seat at Esling- 
ton-house, Northumberland, to celebrate the baptism of their young- 
est daughter. At half-past five o'clock p. m., the ceremony was 
performed by the Rev. H. G. Liddell, in the presence of a select 
party of relatives and friends. Her grace die duchess of Northum- 
berland, Miss Seymour, and the hon. Mrs. Dawson, were the spon- 
sors* A beautiful china font was presented for the occasion by her 
grace, and the lovely infant was named Florentia, from her grace's 
second name. After the ceremony, the distinguished party sat 
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down to a sumptuous dinner at 6 o'clock. At half-past nine o'clock, 
the ball company began to arrive, and the elegant ball room was 
thrown open to the admiring assemblage. The ball was opened by 
the hon. Mr. Liddell, and her grace the Duchess of Northumber- 
land, and the dancing was kept up with great spirit till one o clock, 
when the company retired to a splendid and eleeant supper. The 
health of the lord lieutenant of the county, and of her grace, was 
proposed in a neat and appropriate manner, by the hon^ Mr. Lid- 
dell, and was dnmk with long and loud applause, after which the 
healths of the honourable host and hostess were proposed in a most 
gratifying manner by his grace, and loud cheers accompanied this 
toast. The healths of the distinguished sponsors were then propos- 
ed by Mr. Liddell, and received with great applause. The healths 
of lord and lady Ravensworth and family, were given and drunk 
with great enthusiasm. The company then returned to the ball- 
room, and a varied succession of waltzes, quadrilles, and other 
dances, were continued until the dawn of the morning warned the 
happy party of the necessitv of quitting the scene of festivity. The 
ball-room was most tastefully decorated with wreaths ot flowers 
and evergreens, beautifully arranged in various devices ; and the 
name bestowed by her grace the duchess of Northumberland upon 
the young christian^ was distinctly seen at the head of the room in 
large gold letters, intermixed wim moss and flowers ; and on the 
side of the room were seen the initials of the duke and duchess, 
with their respective coronets, most skilfully executed by Mr. 
A they, of Alnwick. There were about 150 persons present upon 
this occasion, comprising several of the most distinguished families 
in the county. 

1828 ( Oct, 24^. — His ro^al highness the duke of Sussex, passed 
tlirough Newcastle, on a visit to Earl Grey, at Ho wick, and return- 
ed to the south on the 27th. His royal highness had for some 
time previous been at Raby Castle, the hospitable mansion of the 
marquis of Cleveland ; where Lord Durham, Mr. Brougham, and 
a distinguished party had been invited to meet his royal highness. 
October 14th, his royal highness made a short tour through the 
country ; passing over Winston bridge, he proceeded by Thorpe to 
Greta bridge, where he partook of refreshment at Martin's new inn ; 
from thence crossing the Abbey bridge, they returned to Raby 
castle through Barnardcastle. His royal highness was highly gra- 
tified with his excursion through that beautiful neighbourhood. 
He was invited to Brancepeth castle, the seat of William Russell, 
esq., M. P., but this he declined on account of the death of his 
sister the queen of Wirtemberg. 

October. — This month, in making an excavation for a new 
harbour at Seaham in the county of Durham, a human skeleton was 
found about three feet below the surface of the earth, with the 
head doubled forward upon the breast. It was supposed to be the 
body of some person who had been murdered at a remote period ; 
most of the small bones were decomposed. 
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1828 rifov. 8^.— Died, at hia house in Gateshead, in the 76th 
year of his age, Mr. TTiomas Bewick, the celebrated engraver an 
wood. He wag bom in the year 1753 at Cherrybum, near Oving- 
ham, in Northumberland. From an early pn^ciency in drawing, 
he. at the age of fourteen years, was bound apprentice to Mr. Ratpa 
Beilby, an engraver in Newcastle, who was a man of conNderaole 
talent. Mr. Bewick was first brought before the public by hia 
wood cut of " 7%e Old Hound," which gained the premium of 
seven guineas from the Society of Arts in the year 1773. This no 
doubt encouraged his genius, and laid the foundation of his succeu 
in after life. He cut m wood the mathematical diagrams for Hul- 
ton's Mensuration, in quarto, published in Newcastle in the year 
1770. Soon after the expiration of his servitude, lie was taken into 
partnership by his master, under the firm of Beilb; and Bewickt 
and in the year 1790 appeared his " Hiitory q^ Quadnipedt." In 
the year 1795, he, with his brother John, were engaged by Mr. Wm. 
Bulmer, printer, of London, (a native of Newcastle) to embellirii 
an edition of Goldsmith's Traveller and Deserted Village, and 'Pwr- 
iftll's Hermit, The success that attended this volume, induced 
Mr. Bulmer to engage in the publication of Somervjle's Chase as a 
companion. This wns produced the year following. After Mr. 
John Bewick had finished on wood the whole of the designs, except 
one which embellish this work, he left London for Ovingham, where 
he died on the Sth of December, 1795, aged 35 years, and liea 
baried at Ovingham chnrch. After the dMtb of his brother, Mr. 
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Bewick bestowed every possible attention in engraving these blocks. 
In the year 1797 he published the first volume of British Birds ; in 
1804 the second volume ; and in 1818 appeared the last of his pub- 
lished works, << Hie Fables of JEeop ana othen*** At the time of 
J)is death he had cut in wood several illuatratiotti for a History of 
Fishes. Many of his tailpieces have particular allusions : — once a 
fellow cheated him of a cart of coals, Mud to punish and expose the 
fellow, Mr. Bewick sketched his likeness, vnd made the Devil drive 
him pictorially to the gallows in his own cart ; this cut is in vol. i. 
page 1 14, of his British Birds-^and the tailpieoe on the last page 
of his Fables represents his own fimm^ wi^ a view of Ovingham 
church ; below the cut appears the ideacnptive #ord «< Finis." He 
was buried at Ovingham chiirch cm the- IBdi/JDf •November, and 
was attended to the grave by many of his old and valued friends. 
Mr. Bewick possessed a rare union of trient, being a naturalist, a 
draughtsman, and an engraver. To enumerate the whole of the 
works embellished by Messrs. Thomas* and John Bewick would far 
exceed my limits, but I shall here enumerate a. portion done by the 
former. On copper, — lllustrationg to Conaetts a Tour in Lapland, 
The Whitley large Ox, and another prise Ox* •^^ His large wood cuts 
are, — << The WUd Bull of the ancient Caledpnom breed, now in the 
park at Chillingham castle, Norlhiniiberlaiid^ 1789." This is his 
largest wood cut. A Zebra^ an Elephant, a Tyger, and a Lion ; 
these were designed and cut in wood for Mr. Pidcock, while he was 
in Newcastle with his celebrated collection of wild beasts ix^ 1799. 
He also designed and cut in wood, a lion for Mr. Chamley of New 
castle, This gentleman has also sratified the Bewick coUector$f by 
•ffathering a vast number of Bewicx s blocks which had strewed from 
Newcastle, and publishing them in 1820 in a very neatly printed 
volume, under the title of <* Select Fables.'' This contains an ori- 
ginal portrait, cut in wood by Charlton Nesbit, also reduced copies 
<^all the portraits of Mr. Bewick which have been engraved. . They 
are four in number; the one here given is from a painting by 
Nicholson, and engraved by the late Thomas Fryer Ranson, in the 
year 1816. This was spoken very highly of in the journals of that 
day. There is a very fine marble bust, by Bailey, of Mr. Bewick 
in the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle ; it was 
placed there by a subscription of his friends and admirers. 

1828 fNov, 9 J. — A fire occurred Hk AH Saints church, Newcastle. 
When the congregation assembled atS o'clock for divine 8ervice» there 
was a great deal of smoke in the church, and it increased so much 
during the sermon, that many of the congregation were obliged to 
go out, and therefore the minister (the Rev. W. A. Shute), who was 
fMreaching thought it best to conclude abruptly. The qhurch being 
warmed by a stove, it was found that the upright fluQ or chimney 
. had been filled with soot, and this having ignited, had heated the 
iron flue red hot, and as this passed near one of the main timbers 
of the roof, and seperated from it only by lime, the beam had 
caught fire, and the names had communicated to some of th^ rafters 
. which it supported* Fire engines being immediately sent fi>r» the 
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deTourin^ element was apparently overcome about a quarter past six 
o'clock ; It however partudly broke out again about half-past ten, but 
as one engine and the firemen were still upon the spot, it was im- 
mediately discovered and finally extinguished about eleven o'clock 
at night. It was supposed that in half an hour more the conflagra^ 
tion would have become general and reduced this elegant structure 
to a heap of ruins. So great was the anxiety for the preservation 
of the church, that the corpse of Mr. Lax, which was in waiting at 
four o'clock, could not be interred until between six and seven 
o'clock. The damage amounted to about £260. 

1828 (Nov. 10^. — Two most shocking murders were committed 
at Cowley House, near Sedgefield, in the county of Durham, by a 
man named Joseph Hutchinson, on the bodies of his father and 
brother named John and Israel Hutchinson, who were joint occu- 
piers of the farm. The family, consisting of the father, two sons, 
a daughter, and her husband, were all sitting at dinner between 
twelve and one o'clock, and before the others had finished their 
meals, Joseph Hutchinson rose and lefl the table ^his usual prac- 
tice) without any provocation, and retired into a back kitchen, from 
which, however, he soon returned with a large poker, and with it 
inflicted a tremendous blow on the head of ms brother, which 
brought him to the ground nearly lifeless. He then aimed a blow 
at his brother in-law (Lamb), which grazed his forehead, but be 
was fortunately able to efiect his escape with his wife and children, 
without further injury. Afler this Joseph attacked his father in a 
furious manner with the same weapon, and continued to do so until 
life was nearly extinct, when he left the house for a hammer, with 
which he returned with the servant girl, (who had been in the yard 
during the murders) whom he desired to go into the house and get 
her dinner, apparently reg^dless of the horrid slaughter he had 
committed. On re-entering the kitchen, the murderer again com- 
menced beating the heads of his victims with the hammer ; he then 
saddled a fine spirited horse and rode to Durham, as deliberately 
as if nothing had happened. He went to Mr. Forsyth's, the New- 
castle Arms, in New Elvet, the iiouse which the family usually 
went to in Durham, between one and two o'clock in the afternoon, 
but left soon afler on his return home. By this time a constable 
of Sedgefield, named Crossling, having been despatched in pursuit 
of him, succeeded (with the assistance of two gentlemen in a gig 
whom he accidentiy met), in securing the murderer near Coxhoe. 
He was committed to Durham gaol on the coroner's verdict of 
wi^td murder. Two indictments were preferred at the Durham 
Spring assizes, 23d February, 1829, against Joseph Hutchinson, for 
the murder of his father and brother, John and Israel Hutchinson, 
at Sedgefield, but the grand jury returned them with thp Cbllowiog 
words written at the bottom : — *< We find that Joseph ({ulchiiiscm 
did cause the death of John and Israel Hutchinson, by thp: means 
named in the indictment ; but we do not find that bill (w-faoP^Tf 
as it^ appears to as that. the prisoner .waa insane at the lime of o9id- 
mitting tiie act." Tbe prisons w««:. brought- 1^ and aira^pediofi 
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the coronor*8 warrant for the above named murders, and when asked 
whether he was guilty or not guilty, he replied ^ I did it, but were 
they Christians or not?" He seemed perfectly collected, and 
manifested the greatest indifference to what was passing. Mr. 
Justice Bailey at first thought that it would be best for the court 
to put in a plea of << not guilty" for him, as he did not answer satis- 
fiictorily. The clerk of the court was proceeding to swear the jury, 
and on the prisoner being told that he mieht dbrject to any of the 
jurymen if he thought proper, he said — *' 111 tell them what 111 do, 
I'll bring a speech box for them." This evident insanity of the 
prisoner altered his lordship's mind, and he said he thought it would 
be much better to swear the jury for the purpose of enquiring 
whether the prisoner was insane or not, and in a nt state of mind to 
take his trial. The jury were accordingly sworn, and examined Mr. 
Frushard, the governor of the gaol, his assistant M ilbank, and Mr. 
Hepple, surgeon to the gaol, and Mr. Oswald, surgeon, Sedgefield, 
all of whom stated their decided conviction that he was in an un- 
sound state of mind ; and the latter gentleman said that he was 
sent for to attend him more than two years ago, and at that time 
recommended his family to send him to a lunatic assylum, as he 
was not fit to go at large. The jury immediately expressed their 
opinion that he was of unsound mind, and unfit to take his trial, 
lie was then taken back to the prison, and ordered to be detained. 

1828 (Nov. 10^. — Two boys, named Donnison and Lamb, the one 
eleven, the other twelve years of age, were unfortunately killed in 
a quany, situated in Diana's Grove, on the north Elswick estate^ 
near Newcastle, where they had been sent by their employer, 
Thomas Colvin, of Gallowgate, tharm maker, to dig coals. In the 
quarry there was a passage to an old coal pit, where they dug out 
ttie coals which supported the roof, when a huge rock, about fifteen 
tons weight fell upon them and crushed them to death. The rock 
had to be broke in pieces before the bodies could be recovered. 
The boys were son and grandson of a man named Donnison, a tailor, 
who perished in a storm a few years before, at the Cowgate, near 
Newcastle, in returning from Woolsington. 

November 11. — The dead bodies of two females were discovered 
in the coach-office of the Turf hotel in Newcastle. One came by 
the Highfiyer coach from York, and the other was brought by a 
man to be booked for Edinburgh. In consequence of suspicions a 
police officer was sent for, and the man was taken into custody. 
The packages were directed to different parties in Edinburgh. In- 
quests were held on the following day by the coroner for Newcastle, 
and no marks of violence appearing on the bodies, the verdict was 
to that effect, and they were interred in St. John's church -yard. Thfe 
package from York came to Newcastle first on the 8th, and beine 
suspected, was returned thither ; and the coach proprietors at York 
sent it back by the same coach. The man who took the other box 
to the coach-office was tried and acquitted. 

Noivember 13. — Between three and four o'clock on the morning 
a fire broke out in- the (Mremiaes occupied by Mr. W. Scott, as a 
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johier*8 shop, situated above the brew-house belonging to the Bee 
Hive public-house, in the Close, Newcastle. It was supposed to 
have originated from some sparks of fire which had been lefl burn- 
ing during the night, coming in contact with the joiner's shavings. 
The flames were observed issuing from the roof by some keelmen 
on the river who gave the alarm. Fire engines being shortly in 
attendance, with odier assistance, the destructive element was con- 
fined to the house wherein it broke out, and in a short time was 
wholly suppressed. The roof fell in, and other considerable damage 
was done to the amount of about £150. The premises were the pro- 
perty of Jabez Hood, esq. 

1828 rNav. IS J — The bell tower of the new Catholic chapel, 
then building at Hexham, fell with a tremendous crash, which did 
considerable damage. Fortunately no lives were lost, as it occurr- 
ed during the workmen's dinner hour. No blame was attached to 
the builder, Mr. William Oliver, of Durham, as the part that fell 
was under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Singleton, a difference hav- 
ing taken place between Mr. Oliver and the committee. 

November 20. — A dreadful explosion took place in the I Pit, 
at Washington colliery upon the river Wear, There were fifteen 
persons (eleven boys and four men) in the pit when it occurred, all 
of whom were killed, excepting a man named Michael Hall, who was 
much burnt. The report was awfully loud, and the blast so power- 
ful, that the machinery at the mouth of the pit was blown down 
and scattered about to some distance, with corves and other weighty 
bodies from the bottom of the shaft. The colliery had been ex- 
amined in the morning, and was considered to be in a state of per- 
fect ventilation. 

November 28. — This being the day appointed for laying the 
foundation stones of the new harbour and town of Seaham, in the 
county of Durham, an immense concourse of people had assembled 
to witness the imposing ceremony. The marquis and marchioness 
of Londonderry, accompanied by Lord Ravensworth and family, 
and other distinguished friends, arrived in their carriages, a little 
before one o'clock. They then alighted within a short distance of 
the harbour, and on the line of road which led to it. Here ** The 
Wellington Car" (that in which the illustrious Wellington passed 
along the colliery waggon-ways, when he visited the county of 
Durham, the preceding year,) was ready to receive them, and into 
which the distinguished party immediately entered, and were con- 
ducted down the railway towards the site of the new harbour, preced- 
ed by the marquis's band of music. On reaching the spot where the 
ceremony was to take place, the marquis of Londonderry, SirC. Sharp 
and John Buddie, esq., alighted, cheered by the loudest acclama- 
tions ; this was a most interesting moment, as Seaham-hall, the 
church, and many of the neighbouring farm-houses, a wind-mill, 
and the temporary erections near the hiurbour, were decorated with 
flags. Mr. Buddie having mounted the stone, he presented his 
lordship with a splendid silver trowel, on one side of which a plan of 
the new harbour was engraved, and on the other the Londonderry 
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arms and the following inscription ; — " This trowel was presented 
to the most honourable Charles William Vane Stewart, Marquis of 
Londonderry, by John Buddie, on laying the foundation stone of 
the north pier of Seaham harbour, this 28th day of Nov^ 1828*' 
The handle was formed of Rainton coal highly polished. Mr. Bud- 
die in presenting this trowel, complimented his lordship as having 
H>ent great part of his life as a soldier, and on his now shewing a 
desire to preserve the lives of British seamen, as he regarded wis 
new harbour as an undertaking commenced, less to serve his own 
interest, than from the patriotic motive of affording a place of re- 
fuge for shipping on that coast, where a few years ago such disas- 
trous wrecks had taken place, and which he was well assured would 
have been prevented had the vessels had such a port of safety to 
have recourse to, as was now about to be constructed. Sir Cuth- 
bert Sharp also spoke on the occasion, and expressed himself of 
opinion, that this great undertaking, so far from being injurious 
to the town of Sunderland, as had been conjectured, would be 
beneficial to it. In a speech of considerable length, Sir Cuth- 
bert was repeatedly and loudly cheered, and having passed a 
high eulogium upon the noble marquis and his lady, he present- 
ed to the latter a flag having the armorial bearings of the noble 
fiunily, encircled with the motto of <' Success to Seaham Harbour.' 
The marquis of Londonderry then laid the foundation stone of the 
north-east pier of the inner harbour. His lordship observed, that 
he was delighted to see so many friends around him on this occa- 
sion ; he had commenced, he said, the great undertaking, in honour 
of which they were now assembled, less for his own advantage than 
for serving the public, and for advancing the commercial interests 
of the county of Durham. He had begun it by the advice of his 
valued friend Mr. Buddie, and when he considered that he not only 
bad the opinion of Mr. Chapman, tlie engineer, but also of Mr 
Telford, and of Mr. Rennie in his favour, he could not help con- 
fidently looking forward to a succesful termination. The cheering 
which followed his lordship's speech, which had been delivered with 
much feeling, lasted for some time, and a salute of 34 guns was 
fired from the neighbouring cliff to signify the conclusion of the 
first ceremony. As the car was drawn from the beach, the noble 
fiunily was again loudly cheered. On reaching the summit of the 
bank, Mr. Chapman, the engineer, presented himself, and handing 
to the noble marquis a plan of the harbour, took occasion to deliver 
a £ew observations on the forwardness of Uie work which had been 
60 recently commenced, and on the future extent of its utility. 
Mr. Chapman's speech was loudly cheered. The marquis and 
marchioness, and their friends having alighted from the car, walked 
round the limits of the harbour to inspect the progress of the 
works, and then re-entering their barouche, drawn by four beauti- 
ful horses, they proceeded to the spot where the foundation stone 
of the first house of Seaham town was to be laid by Viscount Sea- 
ham. The marquis and his interesting little boy, here descended 
firom the carriage, and were received by John Dobson, esq., of 
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Newcastle, architect, who in presenting a plan of the intended 
town to LfOrd Seaham, who was to lay the foundation stone, ob- 
served, that in preparing the design, he had calculated on that place 
becoming a port of considerable eminence, and he trusted that his 
gallant father and accomplished mother would have cause to look 
back with pride on the proceedings of that day. Mr. Dobson then 
presented the young lord with a very handsome silver trowel, the 
handle formed of limestone of a very fine description, with which 
the Seaham estate abounds. Lord Seaham, who had not attained 
his eighth year, replied to Mr. Dobson, as follows : — " Mr. Dob- 
son, I thank you. I cannot make a speech, but I wish success to 
the town, and happiness to the people." His lordship having 
completed the ceremony, the cheers of the assembled multi- 
tude, were followed by another salute of 34 guns from the cliff, 
and the crowd then moved gradually to the northward, notice hav- 
ing been given that all persons were required to retire beyond a 
certain barrier, prior to tne firing of the mine, which was to blow 
into the air a large mass of rock to commemorate the occurrences 
of the day. Sufficient time was given for this purpose, and a sig- 
nal gun was fired two minutes before the springing of the mine^ 
that all persons might be upon their guard and look to their own 
safety. The explosion at length took place, and the rock was 
shivered to pieces in a moment, and parts of it were hurled into 
the air and scattered for some distance round. Three persons who 
had not attended to the caution were injured by the fiUl of the 
fragments, one man having a shoulder dislocated, another his arm 
brdcen, and a boy received a severe contusion. The marquis and 
marchioness of Londonderry and their friends, after witnessing the 
explosion, retired to Seaham Hall, where a sumptuous banquet 
was provided for a very large assemblage of the most respectable 
sentry in the county of Durham, and of the adjoining counties* 
The health of the marchioness of Londonderry preceded all others, 
and was drunk with repeated cheers. << The marquis of London- 
derry," << Lord Seaham, and the junior branches of the family," 
and *< Success to Seaham harbour," followed, and were received 
with the most enthusiastic applause. The company, consisting of 
nearly 400 persons, were not less gratified by the elegant profiision 
of the board, than with the courtesy, kindness, and condescension 
of the noble host and hostess. The proceedings of this day will 
be long recollected with pleasure and satisfaction, as well by those 
who partook of die splendid hospitality of Seaham Hall, as bv 
those who were spectators of the noble and important proceed- 
ngs of laying the foundation stones of a new harbour and town* 
llie number of persons present, at the most moderate calculation, 
may be stated at 7,000. The brass plate, hermetically sealed in 
a glass case, deposited beneath the pier, bore the following inscrip- 
tion : — 

" Charles William Vane, 

Third Marquis of Londonderry^ 

Viscount Caatlereagh and Baron Stewart, 

Of Mount Stewart, and of BallUawn in Ireland, 

VOL. II. H h 



234 HISTORICAL RKOISTER OF [A. D. 1828. 

And 

First Earl Vane and Viscount Seabam 

Of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 

K* C* B*f G< C* fi.| Km B. £., K« R. £•, K* S« G.« K* S*, K* x* S*, &c» &c* 

Ljiid the Foundation Stone 
Of Seaham Harbour, 
A.D., 1828, Nov. 28th. 
Havinff married Frances Anne Vane Tempest, only daughter of Sir Henry 
Vane Tempest, bart, by Anne, Countess of Antrim, he became possessed of 
the estates and collieries of the Vane and Tempest fiimilies of the county of 
' Durham, and having added and annexed the estate of Seaham to the same, 
be embarked in the construction of this harbour, with an humble and confi- 
dent hope of &cilitating the exportation of the produce of the mines, and of 
augmenting the commercial interest of the county of Durham. In this under- 
takii^, the founder has been chiefly advised by the tried experience and in- 
de&tigable industry of his valued friend and asent, 

John Buddie, Esq., of Wallsend. 



«• 



William Chapman, Esq., Engineer.* 

The inscription on the plate placed in the foundation stone of the town was 
as ibllows :— 

*' George Henry Robert Charles Vane, 

Viscount Seaham, 

Laid the Foundation Stone 

Of the First House of Seaham Town, 

Nov. 28th, 1828, A. D. 



John Dobson, Esq., Architect'* 
18S8 fNov, SO J, — Considerable anxiety was felt in Newcastle for 
several days, in consequence of Mr. Thomas Gibson, the comptrol- 
ler of the customs, and eldest son of the late Benjamin Gibaon,* 
eaq*9 having on the above day (Sunday), left his own house at 
Chimney-mills, on the edge of the Leazes, at five o'clock in the 
afternoon to take his usual walk, (his custom whether rain or fair) 
and not returning home again. Mr. Ridley, a neighbour, saw him go 
out at the gate on to the Moor, and take the direction of the race 
course. Not coming back to tea, Mrs. Gibson became rather 
alarmed, and, accompanied by a friend, went out with lanterns late 
that night, and again by three o'clock on the morning, (being moon- 
light) but no traces of him could be found. Search of every des- 
cription was made during the week, and it was only on Friday after- 
noon that Mr. Taylor Gibson, his brother, got m formation that a 
straw hat had been taken up on Monday morning in the Bull's Park 
at the south end of the town-moor, which proved to be the hat Mr. 
Gibson had on when he went out. Mr. Ridley above named, hearing 
of this, took a survey of the neighbourhood, and very soon almost 
made himself certain that Mr. Gibson had slipped into a runner of 
water near the mouth of a large conduit (on the north side of the 
Hew water pond on the moor) that took its course into the Bull's 
Park, and on exploring this on the Saturday the body was found. 
W. Fife, esq., the coroner, held an inquest on the body the same 
evening, and the following verdict was given : — ** On Saturday the 
6th day of December inst., the body of Thomas Gibson, who had 
been missing since Sunday the 30th of November, was found drown- 
ed and suffocated in a certain conduit situated on the town-moor. 
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in the parish of St. Nicholas, in the town and county of New- 
castle upon Tjne ; that the said Thomas Gibson had no marks of 
violence appearing on his body, otherwise than might be occasion- 
ed by havmg passed a considerable space along the conduit, and 
that the jurors are of opinion the said Thomas Gibson had fallen 
into the entrance of the said conduit, and had been swept away by 
the violence of the flood which at that time prevailed, in conse- 
quence of a long and continued rain which had been falling on 
Saturday and Sunday the 29th and SOth of November." Mr. 
Gibson, when found, was very little altered in his appearance. He 
was in his 64th year, was a man of mild and affectionate disposition 
and very charitable to the poor. The flood, as soon as Mr. Gib- 
son's body had stopped, had burst the conduit upwards in the 
fiulFs Park, and the hat had been thrown up through the aperture. 
Two pit boys had been employed to explore the conduit from the 
mouth, and air holes were occasionally made for them until they 
came to the body of the unfortunate gentleman at the distance of 
250 yards. Mr. Gibson had been at church with his brother on 
the Sunday morning, and aflerwards took a walk before dinner. 
Afler he had dined, he put on his old clothes and assisted the ser- 
vant in clearing the yard which was much flooded by tlie rain, and 
then went out as above stated. The mouth of the conduit was 
three feet high, and it was satisfactorily proved on the inquest, that 
Mr. Gibson had met his death, by getting, through mistake in the 
dark, into the dilch or line of the conduit, and by the impetuosity 
of the flood had been thrown down and forced into it without the 
least possibility of extricating himself. 

1828 (Dec. I J. — A melancholy accident occurred at Townley- 
main colliery, near Stella. The river Tyne having been swelled to 
an unusual height by a continued rain, the water reached an old 
boreing which communicated with the workings, and poured into 
the mine in such quantities as to drown an old man who was unfor- 
tunately below, and fourteen horses. 

December 5. — A dispute took place between the corporation 
of Newcastle, and the stewards of the incorporated companies of 
that town, as to the right of the former, or their lessee, to break 
the ground for the purpose of coming at the minerals beneath thd 
town-moor, the property of the freemen. The corporation having 
granted a lease to the Rev. R. H. Brandling (who possessed the 
adjoining land) of the coal under the town-moor, and that with a 
view to work it, Mr. Brandling or his sub -lessee, had broken the 
surface at a stone quarry on the west side of the barracks, where he 
had opened a pit, constructed a railway, and erected a dep6t. This 
the stewards contended, Mr. B. had no right to do, and having ob- 
tained the opinion of an eminent barrister (Mr. Alderson) in their 
fJEivour, they gave Mr. Brandling notice to remove his erections, 
and to restore the ground to its former state. Mr. B. having dis- 
regarded this notice, the stewards met on the above day (Friday) 
at the place in question, when they threw down the dep6t, dis- 
placed the railways, and laid off the working of the coal ; they also 
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iflsued an order for rubbish to be led, and the excavation filled up. 
No action followed these proceedings. 

1828 (Dec. 6J^ — About five o'clock in the evening, a small com 
loft, the property of Mr. Scott, maltster, at the foot of the Bottle 
Bank, Gateshead, came down with a heavy crash, to the no small 
alarm of the neighbourhood. The building had not been erected 
above eight or nine years, and decay was no way perceptible* 
There were about thirteen lasts of barley in it at the time. The 
maltman and his son had a narrow escape ; they were going up the 
yard on their way to the building at the moment pf its givmg way. 

December 8. — As a coachman was returning firom WhiUey to- 
wards North Shields with a carriage and pair, the horses' taking 
fright, darted forward, threw the dnver firom his seat, and continued 
at a rapid pace, clearing all the turns until they arrived at Shields, 
where they passed along several streets, and finished their career ' 
by running down the long and steep steps that lead firom Dock- 
wray-square to the Low Lights, witnout any other injury than a 
broken pole. The coachman was not much hurt. 

Decanber 20. — As some workmen were digging in the kitchen 
of an old house in Warren-street, Sunderland, for the purpose of 
lowering the floor, they found a human skeleton quite entire, about 
two feet below the floor which had been a flagged one. Conjec- 
tures with respect to this deposit were numerous, but none satis- 
j&ctory, so that the circumstance relating to the interment of the 
body remained veiled in mystery. 

This year the following whimsical exemption firom the militia 
appeared amongst the returns posted on the door of St. Mary's 
church, in Grateshead: — <' Exempt — a recruiting sergeant in the 
army of Immanttel^ whose hingdom is not of this world, viz. — 
a licensed Weskyan Methodist Preacher" Signed. << Hodgson 
Casson." Mr. Casson at the time was the minister of the Metho- 
dist chapel in Gateshead. 

1829 (Jan. I J. — The congregation assemblmg at the Tuthill- 
stairs chapel, Newcastle, presented three valuable pieces of plate 
to their pastor, the Rev. Richard Pengilly, as a token of their 
respect and esteem on his completion of twenty-one years' ministry 
in that place. 

January 3. — The foundation stone of a new and extensive 
mansion-house, to be executed in the Gothic style, for Henry 
John William Collingwood, esq., at Lilbum Tower, near W^ooler, 
in Northumberland, was laid with much ceremony. About one 
o'clock, Mr. Collingwood accompanied by several gentlemen and a 
large body of peasantry arrived, when Mr. C. with an elegant sil- 
ver trowel, proceeded to perform the ceremony, under the direction 
of Mr. John Dobson, the architect, who exhibited several highly- 
finished drawings of the intended structure. Under the stone 
were deposited two glass vessels, one containing the different coins 
of the reign of George IV., the other a newspaper of the Srd of 
January, together with a MS. containing the following names: — 
'' Robert Hall, Alnwich, mason ; Thomas Wallace and Boms 
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NewcattUy carpenters and joiners ; Ralph Dodds, Newcastle^ plas- 
terer , Robert Wallace, clerk of the works." Both vessels were 
sealed with the arms of Collingwood. A glass plate was also in- 
closed of very curious workmanship, done by Pellat and Green, 
London, ^tentees of incrustation, bearing the following inscrip- 
tion : — << The foundation stone of this building, Lilbum Tower, 
was laid by Henry John William Collingwood, esq., on the Srd of 
January,' 1829, being the anniversary of his marriage with Frances 
Camaby Haggerston. — John Dobson, esq., architect, Newcastle."* 
After the ceremony the whole of the party joined in three times 
three cheers ; after which, *< Prosperi^ to the house of Colling- 
wood and success to the building." Mr. C. and his friends then 
retired to a dinner provided on the occasion. The workmen and 
the neighbouring people were plentifully regaled with bread and 
cheese and strone ale, &c. 

1829 fjaiu 6 J* — At a monthly meeting of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society of Newcastle, a motion was made, pursuant to 
a notice at the previous meeting, that the cast of Mr. Lough's co- 
lossal statue of Milo, presented by him, and which had been placed 
in the large room of the institution, should be removed to some 
more private situation ^the committee-room was suggested) until 
the intended arcade benind the building could be erected. The 
reasons assigned for this motion were, that it was against the origi- 
nal intention of the society to accumulate such works, and that it 
was offensive to good taste. AAer some discussion the motion was 
negatived by a very large majority. Mr. Lough, the celebrated 
sculptor, is a native of Northumberland. The cast of Milo, with 
the pedestal, is about fourteen feet in height. 

January 7. — Brunswick-place chapel, Newcastle, was re-opened, 
after being closed for several weeks, undergoing new painting and 
other improvements. The Rev. Mr. Lessey, preached, after which 
a collection was made in aid of the improvements. A splendid new 
orean of 18 stops, made by Messrs. Wood, Small, and Bruce, of 
Edinburgh, was put up, the former one having been found too small 
for so large a congregation. The front is an unique and elegant 
specimen of the Gothic style, after a design of Mr. T. M. Richard' 
son, artist, of Newcastle. 

January 16. — Being the anniversary of the birth of the hon. 
Charles William Lambton, son of Lord Durham, the union socie^ 
of change ringers, belonging to Newcastle and Gateshead, ranff 
4536 changes of grandsire triples upon the bells of St. Msunrs 
church, Gateshead, in two hours and fifty-eight minutes. Tnis 
was a feat which had never been performed on these bells on any 
similar occasion before. In the latter part of the day several shorter 
peals of changes were rung. The bells of the several churches in 
Durham were rung on the same occasion. 

January 25. — Died in London, at a very advanced age, up- 
wards of 80 years, Mr. William Shield, the eminent composer*-^ 
Mr. Shield was born at Whickham, in the county of Durham, and 
was first taught to modulate his voice and practice the violini when 
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he was only six years old, by his father, and subsequently recrived 
a few lessons of thorough*bass in his juvenile years, from the cele- 
brated Avison, of Newcastle. At the death of his father he was 
bound apprentice to Edward Davison, boat-builder, in South 
Shields ; and, during his servitude, led the Newcastle subscription 
concerts, where he repeatedly played the solo parts of Geminiani'a 
and Giordini's concertos. Having produced an admired specimen 
of sacred music, when the new chapel was to be consecrated at 
Sunderland, he was requested to compose the anthem, which was 
performed by the then excellent Durham choir, to an immense con- 
gregation, in the year 1769. — See vol. i, page 26S. At Scarbo- 
rough, in the fashionable spa season, he was the occasional leader 
of the concerts, and the constant one in the orchestra of the thea- 
tre, for which he composed many songs written by Cunningham, 
the pastoral poet, who was an actor in Bates' company at that 
period. At this time he accepted an offer to fill a vacant seat in 
the orchestra of the Italian Opera-house, London, and afler being 
there many years, he became the musical director of Covent-garden 
theatre, and was also appointed one of the musicians in ordinary 
to his majesty. At the death of Sir William Parsons, his majesty 
George IV., most graciously appointed him master of his musi- 
cians in ordinary. His works are very numerous ; perhaps no 
writer is so remarkable for songs containing so much that is strictly 
national ; and, afler Purcell, Shield was considered to be the finest 
and most perfect example of reallv English writers. 

1829 CJan. 26 J. — The bachelors of Durham gave a brilliant 
ball at the assembly-rooms, in that city, and, notwithstanding 
the very unfavourable state of the weather, there were 216 per- 
sons present, comprising nearly all the rank and fashion of the 
county, besides several families of rank and consequence from 
Newcastle and its neighbourhood. The dresses of the ladies were 
very splendid. Dancing commenced at ten o'clock ; and the ball 
was led off by the marchioness of Londonderry and William Rus- 
sell, esq., M. P., of Brancepeth castle. At half-past twelve o'clock 
the company sat down to a splendid supper, at which John Allan, 
esq., of Blackwell, presided, and William Mills, esq., of Willing- 
ton, officiated as vice-president. The chairman proposed the 
health of the ladies and gentlemen who had honoured the bache- 
lors with their presence. The marquis of Londonderry, after 
acknowledging the compliment, proposed the health of the bache- 
lors. Mr. Allan, in a very humourous speech, returned thanks, 
and expressed great confidence that the fascinations of the ladies 
present would have the happy effect of speedily reducing the 
number of his unfortunate brethren who, he was instructed to say, 
were heartily tired of their <* single blessedness," and concluded 
bv proposing the healths of the single ladies. Mr. Shaflo, of 
Whitworth park, proposed the health of Mr. Allan, which was 
drunk with the greatest enthusiasm. The healths of the commit- 
tee of management were then proposed; and a high compliment 
paid for their excellent arrangementf. Mr. Robert Henry Allan 
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returned thanks on behalf of the committee. The healths of the 
marquis of Cleveland, Mr. Russell, and Mr. Ralph Lambton, were 
proposed in appropriate speeches. Dancing was resumed at half- 
past two o'clock* and kept up with great spirit till six o'clock on 
the rooming. The following are the names of the bachelors, the 
donors of me splendid entertainment viz. : — 1. * John Fawcett^ 
esq., Newton Hall ; 2. * Rev. C. Fawcett, Durham ; 3. * Henry 
Stapjlton, esq., Durham ; 4. * W. £. Wooler, esq., Durham ; 5. J. 
D. Lambton, esq., Durham ; 6. Thomas Griffith, esq., Durham ; 7« 
George Appleby, esq., Durham ; 8. George Wilkinson, eso^ Dur* 
ham; 9. G. P. Hutchinson, esq., Chilton; 10. Robert Burrell, 
jun., esq., Durham; 11. * Robert Henry Allan, esq., Durham; 12. 
William Mills, esq., Willington ; 13. A. W. Hutchinson, esq., Dur- 
ham ; 14. T. C. Grainger, eso., Durham ; 15. G. D. Wooler, esi^ 
Fawnlees ; 15. William Russell, esq., M. P., Brancepeth castle ; 17« 
H. J. Spearman, esq., Durham ; 18. A. Wilkinson, esq^ Coxhoo 
Hall; 19. William Allan, esq., Blackwell Grange; 20. Thomaa 
Maude, esq., Selaby ; 21. Gerard Salvin, esq., Croxdale ; 22. JcJm 
Allan, esq., Blackwell ; 23. W. R. C. Chaytor, esq^ Witton Castle; 
24. Rev. S. Gramlen, Heighington ; 25. Rev. T. Ebdon, Durham ; 
26. Edward Shipperdson, esq., Durham ; 27. Hutton Chaytor, esq., 
Witton Castle ; 28. Rowland Burdon, jun., esq.. Castle Eden ; 29« 
C. Raine, esq., Grainford ; 30. Thomas Fenwick, esq., South Hill ; 
31. John Chaytor, esq., Witton Castle; 32. R. D. Shaflo, esq., 
Whitworth Park ; 33. Rev. O. J. Cresswell, Seaham ; 34. William 
Williamson, esq., Whitburn; 35. Richard Wright, esq.. Sands; 
36. A. Storey, esq., Chester-le-Street ; 37. John Hutchinson, esq^ 
Durham ; 38. William Trotter, esq., Bishop Auckland ; 39 ; F. D. 
Johnson, esq., Aykley Heads ; 40. H. F. Mills, esq., Willington. 

1829 fJan. 29 J A grand ball was given by William Russell, 

esq., M. P., at Brancepeth castle, to the gentry of the county of 
Durham, &C., when the honourable gentleman was honoured by the 
presence of an assemblage of visitors, as conspicuous, perhaps, for 
rank, wealth, youth, and beauty, as ever was witnessed in that 
neighbourhood ; and it may be truly said, that an entertainment 
more princely in its nature, or one that imparted more perfect sa^ 
tis&ction to those who were present, was never given in the north 
on any previous occasion. The whole of the external arrangementa 
of the castle had a fine iq>pearance ; but, striking as these were^ 
they were but trifling in comparison with the matchless brilliancy 
* of the preparations made for the reception of the company within-—, 
preparations alike extensive and splendid, and on a scale of true 
baronial magnificence. The great dining room was fitted up toft 
dancing, and in the retiring-rooms adjoining, refireshments of every 
kind were set out for the use of the company. The guests, after 
passing through the entrance-hall ^in which Mr. Russell's private 
band was stationed), the baron*s-hall, and the breakfastproom, were 
received by their honourable host in the drawing-room, from 
whence they proceeded to the ball-room. The appearance of this- 

* Those msiked with an asieriik, formed the oomimttee of numagenient. 
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was beautiful in the extreme. The rich and elegant dresses of the 
ladies, and the blaze of beauty, far eclipsing the extrinsic decora- 
tions by which the company were surrounded, presented a scene 
of the most dazzling splendour, grace, and loveliness. The ball 
opened with a country dance, led off by Mr. Russell and the mar- 
ctiioness of Londonderry, which was followed by quadrilles and 
waltzes, which continued until two o'clock, when supper was an- 
nounced, and the party were ushered to a collation of the most 
sumptuous and costly description, in the armour-gallery and the 
octagon-room, where upwards of 200 sat down to the banquetr^- 
Mr. Russell presided at the centre, with the hon. Ci^tain Coch- 
rane opposite to him, and Colonel Mills at the upper end, and Mr. 
Allan, of Blackwell, at the lower end of the table. On the con- 
clusion of the supper Mr. Russell said, that this being the anniver- 
sary of the kings accession to the throne, he would take the 
opportunity of proposing his majesty's health, which was drunk 
with acclamation. The health of Mr. Russell was next drunk with 
great enthusiasm, and the following toasts were given in succes- 
sion : — << The ladies," " The marquis of Londonderry," ** Mr. Bell 
and Northumberland," and <<Mrs. Russell." After supper the 
ladies returned to the ball-room, where dancing was resumed a 
little before four o'clock with great spirit, and maintained by tlie 
gay and happy throng until a much later hour. 

1829 fJan. 29 J. — Being the anniversary of his majesty's acces- 
sion to the throne, the union society of change ringers belonging 
to Newcastle, rang a peal of Holt's grandsire triples, consisting of 
5040 changes, on the bells of Gateshead church, in three hours 
and seventeen minutes. This peal had not been rung upon these 
bells since the year 1794. 

January 30. — In compliance with a requisition, very respec- 
tably signed, the chamberlains of the borough of Alnwick convened 
a meeting of the inhabitants at the town-hall, to take into conside- 
ration <* the propriety of presenting an address to his grace the 
duke of Northumberland, previous to his grace's departure from 
Alnwick castle, to enter upon his official duties as lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland." The meeting, composed of the principal inhabitants, 
was numerouslv attended, and John Lambert, esq., (under-sheriff 
of Northumberland,) was called to the chair. Afler some prelimi- 
nary observations, expressive of the beneficence and amiable qua- 
lities of the noble duke, an address was proposed and unanimously 
agreed to, and a deputation appointed to present it. His grace hav- 
ing named the next day, at 12 o'clock, to receive the address, the 
deputation, consisting of Jno. Lambert, J. Leithhead, G. Selby,Jos* 
Hardy, William Strother, W. F. Bow, M.D., P. Dennis, and Wm» 
Dixon, esquires, the rev. W. Proctor, the rev. Thomas Ingham, 
and Messrs. J. Lindsay, Joseph Graham, £. Cattanach, W. Hind- 
marsh, and M. Smith, proceeded to the castle, and were received 
by his grace in the grand saloon. Afler the address had been read 
by Mr. Lambert, that gentleman passed a very high encomium on 
his grace's good qualities, to which his grace made a suitable reply* 
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The deputation, after partaking of refreshments provided for them 
in an aojoining room, left the cutle much pleased with the urbanit}r 
of his grace, and the reception he had given them. 

1^^ (Jan ftl^iP— Died, at his house in Saville Row, Newcastle, 
after a long and painful illness, Mr. Henry Atkinson, schoolmaster, 
aged 47 years. As a mathematician he had few equals^ and his 
knowledge of various other subjects was both comprehensive and 
accurate. He was bom on the ^th of June, 1761, at West Harle, 
Northumberland, and was the son of Mr. Cuthbert Atkinson, after- 
wards a schoolmaster at Great Bavington. He commenced teaching 
in his ISth year, in the neighbourhood where he was bom, but remofi- 
ed to Newcastle in the year 1<806. In the following year he became 
a member of the Literary and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, 
from which time, until his death, he was one of its most distinguish- 
ed members. He was chosen one of the committee of that body 
in the year 1617, and was re-elected every succeeding year, until 
tiie anniversary preceding his death, when he declined on account 
of bad health. Mr. A. was the author of many valuable mathema- 
tical and other papers, many of which were read at the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. He was also a valuable 
contributor to the Ladies' and Gentlemen's Diaries, and obtained 
the prizes in the former in the years 1611, 1616, and 1623, and in 
the latter in 1619. In the year 1627, Mr. Atkinson delivered a 
course of lectures on Astronomy in the lecture-room of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society of Newcastle. 

Jtmuairy. — This month, one of those rare and beautiful gold coins, 
a rose-noble of Edward I., was found on the estate of William 
Pawson, esq., of Shawdon, in Northumberland. On the impress is 
a figure of the monarch seated in an ancient ship, bearing on his 
shoulder a shield containing the arms of England, France, and 
Ireland, with the legend. << Sic ib cUper undas.** 

FAruary 2.— At the court of Windsor, present the King's most 
excellent majesty in council, his majesty was pleased to declare, 
Hugh duke of Northumberland, knight of the most noble order of 
the garter, lieutenant-general and general-governor of that part of 
the united kingdom ctOled Ireland. His grace left Alnwick castle 
for London on the 4th February. Her grace the duchess passed 
through Newcastle on the preceding day. 

February 6. — The Newcastle newspapers published this day» 
(Friday) contained an advertisement offering xlOO reward for the 
apprehension of a man named Jonathan Martin, charged with 
having set fire to York Minster, which was discovered in flames on 
the morning of the 2d of February. As soon as the papers reached 
Hexham, no time was lost in commencing a search for Martin, 
whose person and haunts were well known, and by eleven o'clock 
on the forenoon he was in the custody of Mr. Stainthorpe, the 
sheriff's officer. Stainthorpe, on reading the advertisement, in- 
stantly set off on horseback northwards, called at Wall Barns, the 
residence of Mr. Thompson, a relation of Martin, where he learnt 
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his retreat, and proceeding to Codlaw-hill, about four miles from 
Hexham, he found the delinquent in the house of Mr* £^ Kell ; 
the latter ignorant of the enormities with which his guest was 
charged, accompanied the officer with his prisoner to Hexham, 
where, without the least resistance, he was lodged in the house of 
correction. Martin, who had long laboured under aberration of 
mind, seemed to have no consciousness of guilt for the crime he 
had committed ; he was visited by several gentlemen on Friday 
afternoon, to whom he was remarkably communicative, not only 
acknowledging the deed, but defending his conduct, and even ex- 
pressing his satisfaction at his plan having been so e£Pective. On 
Sunday the 8th, Mr. Newstead of York, arrived in Newcastle, and 
proceeded to Hexham, from whence he returned with the prisoner 
in a post chaise, accompanied by Mr. Stainthorpe and Mr. Richard 
Nicholson, in whose custody at a lunatic asylum on Gateshead 
Fell, Martin had formerly been. The prisoner was lodged in the 
gaol of that town from one o'clock to three o'clock in the aflemoon, 
during which time a great concourse of people collected in the 
streets adjoining the prison. One of the rooms in the entrance 
building had been prepared for him, and while there, Mr. Sopwith, 
the governor of the gaol, repressed all attempts to obtain informa- 
tion from the prisoner. He sent him some dinner, which be ate 
with great relish, and drank a quantity of water. He wore the 
double breasted blue coat, with yellow buttons, blue trowsers, and 
half boots, described in the advertisement; and though rather 
jaded with fatigue, he seemed in perfectly good spirits, and quite 
rational and innocent in his behaviour. The pockets of his drab 
great coat contained some pieces of candles, and Mr. Stainthorpe 
had in his possession the black leather case in which he carried the 
tinder to the cathedral, and in which were small fragments of 
stained glass. He had also a white hafYed razor, hacked on the 
back, with which he struck the fatal spark, and some curtains and 
tassels which he had abstracted from the cathedral. The prisoner 
and his conductors arrived at York about three o'clock on Monday 
morning in a post chaise. The magistrates, &c., having been as- 
sembled for his examination, the whole of the proceedings were over 
soon af\er six o'clock, and he was committed to the city gaol. Few 
persons knew of his arrival, consequently all mobbing was avoided. 
Martin's trial came on at York on the 3l8t of March, and after a 
trial of upwards of ten hours, the jury found a verdict of not guilty, 
on the ground of insanity. He was removed on the 28th of April 
to the criminal lunatic asylum, St. George's Fields, London, to be 
confined for life. This unfortunate maniac was born in the year 
1782, at Highside House, near Hexham, of humble parents, who 
apprenticed him to a tanner. In his 22d year he went to London, 
where he was impressed and sent to sea on board the Hercules, a 
74 gun ship. While on board this vessel he was engaged in the 
bombardment of Copenhagen. He was afterwards engaged in the 
blockade of the Russian ships in the Tagus, and from thence sailed 
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to Corunna, where the wreck of Sir John Moore's army was emt 
barked. Subsequently he sailed to Egypt, being then << under 
strong religious impressions," and was <* filled with delight on be- 
holding the place where our Blessed Lord took refuge from the 
rage of Herod." He travelled the northern counties selling copies 
of a pamphlet, entitled, ** The Life of Jonathan Martin, of Darling- 
ton, tanner, written by himself, &c. Bamardcastle, printed for, 
and sold by the author, bv Thomas Clifton, 1826, price Bd" Bvo. 
This very curious pamphlet is embellished with equally euriout 
engravings by his brother, William Martin, the NaturcU Philosth 
pMT and PoeL The subjects are, — L The Colasses ai Rhodes, 
2. His providential escape Jrom a waiery grave in the Bay of 
Biscay Your different times ; cmdy S. His providential escape from 
the Asylum HousSy on Gateshead fell. On the 9th of May, 1827, 
I purchased a copy of this work of Jonathan Martin. He was 
dressed in rather an eccentric manner, having on a pair of trowsers 
and a waistcoat made of seals' skin, with the hair outwards ; this he 
said was for the purpose of resisting any wet weather which he 
might encounter m his travels to sell his pamphlets which were 
contained in a pair of saddle bags thrown across his shoulders* I 
desired him to write his name upon the title page of the copy which 
I purchased, and this he immediately complied with. SeepayeBh 

1829 fFd>, 6y. — A grand subterranean ball was given to the 
workmen and others employed at Gosforth colliery, on account of 
the coal having been won on the Saturday (January 3 1st) previous* 
The balUroom, which was situated at the depth of nearly 1,100 
feet below the surface of the earth was in the shape of an L, whose 
width was 15 feet, base 22 feet, and perpendicular 48 feet. Seats 
were placed on the sides of the roomy the floor was flagged, and 
the whole place was brilliantly illuminated with lamps and candles. 
The company began to assemble and descend about half-past nine 
on the morning, and continued to do so till one in the afternoon* 
Immediately on their arrival at the bottom of the shaft, they pro- 
ceeded to the face, that is the extremity of the drift, where each 
person hewed a piece of coal as a remembrance of the descent, and 
returned to enjoy the pleasures of the ball-room. As soon as a 
sufficient number of guests had descended, dancing commenced, 
and was continued without intermission till three o'clock in the 
afternoon, when all ascended once more to the upper regions in 
safety, much pleased and gratified with the amusements in which 
they had partaken* The Coxlodge band was in attendance, cold 
punch, malt liquor, and biscuits of all kinds were in abundance* 
There were present between 200 and 300 persons, nearly one*half 
of whom were females ! 1 1 

February 19. — A policy of insurance was introduced into 
Lloyd's which attracted much attention. It was for £90,000* oil. 
the plate and jewels of the duke of Northumberland, from London M 
Dublin, for all risks for one year. The premium was charged 25ft 
per cent. Februarv 27th, the William Faucit steam vessel arrived 
in the river Liffey from London, laden principaUy with the baggage 
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and plate of his grace the duke of Northumberland. She had ofk 
board four of his grace's carriages, and about 200 packages ef 
various kinds, including the plate. March 2d» the dvke aad 
duchess left London for Ireland ; they proceeded in the first in- 
stance to the seat of Earl Powis, the father of the duchess. 
March 6th, their graces arrived at Dublin, where they were receiv- 
ed by upwards of 20,000 spectators with the most joyous cheering. 

lo29 fFebJ^ — A complete gangway or draw jetty, which can be 
taken up and let down at pteasure, was erected on the Quay at 
Newcastle, at the expense of the corporation of that town, for the 
ingress and esress of passengers to and from the steam packets. 
The lives of the passengers were before in very imminent dasger. 
A similar erection has since been put up on the New Quay at Nora 
Shields. 

March 1. — Died in Howard-street, South Shields, Alice Gibson, 
widow of WiUiam Gibson, town-crier, aged 101 years. 

March 5. — The foundation stone of a new Independent chniel 
was laid in King's-street, Morpeth, and on Sunday the 15th a ois- 
course was delivered by the Rev. Thomas Wood, A. B., on the 
principles of congregational dissent. Viscount Morpeth, M. P., 
and William Ord, esq., M. P., each presented £5., towards the 
erection. September 20th, this chapel was opened for divine ser- 
vice. Sermons were preached by the Rev. Thomas Wood, and 
the Rev. W. H. Stowell, of North Shields, and collections were 
made, amounting to upwards of £30. 

March 1. — The Leazes Terrace and the Leazes Crescent were 
commenced being built by Mr. Richard Grainger. 

Same day, Jane Jameson was executed on the town-moer, 
Newcastle, for the murder of her mother, Margaret Jameson, an 
inmate of the keelmen's hospital, by stabbing her into the heart 
with a red-hot poker. After her condemnation on the 5th, she was 
frequently visited in her cell by the Rev. Robert Green, chaplain 
of the prison, who gave her all the religious consolation in his 
power. When exhorted by the chaplain to unburden her mind and 
confess the justice of the sentence under which she was about to 
sufier, she replied, << I might as well say that 1 had done it, as thai 
I had not done it, for I was so drunk that I knew nothing at all 
about it." She said that she was resigned to her fate, but kunent- 
ed the being hanged like a dog. At seven o'clock on the Saturday 
morning she was visited by me Rev. R. Green, who continued in 
prayer with her for some time. The sacrament was administered 
at eight oclock, when, besides the chaplain, there were present the 
Rev. W. A. Shute, and the Rev. F. A. West, Wesleyan minister. A 
quarter before nine she was pinioned, and in a few minutes the 
cart arrived at the gaol which was to convey her to the place of 
execution. Mr. Turner, the turnkey, got into it with her m order 
to support her, but she sat amazingly firm all the way. About 
nine o'clock the procession moved at a very slow pace, in the fol- 
bwiog order : — Tne town Serjeants on horseback in black, with 
eocked hats and swords ; the town marshal also on horseback in his 
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usual official dress; the cart with the prisoner sittmg above her 
coffin, guarded on each side by eight free porters wi^ j^Tehns, and 
ten constables with their stav«s ; then came a mourning coach con^ 
taining the Rer. R. Green, Mr. Adamson, under sheriff, Mr. Sop^ 
with, gaoler, and Mr. Scott, clerk of St Andrews. The unhappjF 
woman: kept her eyes shut all. the way, as she had been desire^ 
Hmt her thoughts might not be disturbed by the sight of the crowd. 
Having arrived at the gi^lows, which was erected on the town>- 
moor, a little N. W. of the barracks, at a few minutes before ten 
o'clock, the Rev. R. Green prayed with her, and a psalm was 
sung ; the Rev. Gentleman recommended her to continue in prayer 
till the last moment, which she appeared to do, then shook hands 
with her, and bidding her farewell, said, <' May Almighty God 
have merey on your souL" She was uncommonly firm, and whea 
the ca|^ was plaeed over her ^Bucef she got on a stool upon the plat# 
form in the cart, and when the cord was adjusted about her necky 
she said io^ a steady tone of voices << I am ready," then stooping as 
if to meet her fiile, she was launahed into eternity almost withoul 
a struggle. She was suspended at exactly ten o'dock, and was cut 
down at five minutes bemre eleven. The body was then conveyed 
to the SurgeoBs'-hally where, in the piaaza or ground floor of thai 
building, Uie body was exhibited (not dissected, but with the 
clothes on as cut down^ to the public until near six o'clock in the 
evening. Anatomieal lectuies were delivered upon the body fiir 
several days by Mr. John Fife, surgeon. It was given in evidencee 
on the trial, that her mother had charged her with destroying her 
two illegitimate diildren, and it was currently reported, that in ont 
of her mad drunken fits she had attempted to cut the throat of her 
fiither. She hawked fish aad other commodities, and was a mosC 
disgustkig and abandoned female of most masculine appearance^ 
generally in a state of half nudity. She perhaps never was so de« 
cently dressed as when upon her trial, having on at that time $ 
black gown, black hat, and green shawl. A sketch was taken oif 
her when standing at the bar, and afterwards done in lithography, 
which may he had of John Svkes. Public curiosity was excited to 
an uncommon degree, as there had not been a female hanged ia 
Newcastle fer 71 years. See vok u poffe 222. There were not lessp 
it was supposed, than 20,000 spectators at the execution of Jame« 
son, more than one-half of whom were females, besides every winr 
dow in the line of the procession was crowded with spectators. la 
the dense crowd near the gallows, several pockets were picked 
during the awful ceremony. As the expenses attending the execis- 
tion of this unfortunate female may be considered a curosity» I 
have here subjoined them from <* A statement of the corporatiso 
and steward's accounts fer one year, commencing Michaelmas 
1828, ending Michaelmas 1829.'* 

<< Expensee aUendinp ike SxeeuHan cf J. JametonT 

** To nven seijetnts, Sc each, .,„,^,^^ I 15 

To twenty coiMtsUeib Bb S& essb, „^ 8 !• 
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To rizteen fine porton, fii. eidi, ..^ 4 • 

To tolling St Andrew's great beU, -. 9 6 

Toezecuiionery ,\ 3 S 0. 

To halter and cord, S 

To cart and driver, 16 

To mourning coach, ^ 16 6 

To nine lioniea fin* offioerB, 6f^ each, 8 6 

To aummoninff twenty constaUef, 6iL each, 10 

ToaUowancemr free porters, seijeants, constaUn, &c. S 18 

To a person attending the prisoner to Uie place of execution, ..^ ..060 

Tojofners* bill, 8 6 3 

To allowance to joiners,** 6 

£88 18 3 

Here is a round sum for executing this poor creature. The *< joiners* 
billy" it must be understood, was for erecting the temporary gaUows, 
making the coffin, &c &c. 

1899 f March 10 J. — Mr. Peel having announced his intention of 
bringing before parliament a bill to remove certain civil disabilities 
flrom his majesty's Roman Catholic subjects, making them eligible 
to every office in the state, excepting those of lord chancellor, lord 
keeper of the seal, and lord lieutenant of Ireland, two very inve- 
terate parties arose in Newcastle, which were strongly opposed to 
each other, insomuch that the town for some wjeeks was inundated 
with party papers. At length the liberals, as those in favour of the 
Catholics styled themselves, sent a requisition to the mayor, to call 
a public meeting << to consider the expediency of petitioninff par- 
liunent for a removal of the civil disabilities which affect his ma- 
jestjT^s Roman Catholic subjects.'* This his worship agreed to, and 
appointed the above day in the Guild-hall. Tne anti-catholic 
party apprehending that their opponents would pre-occupy this 
place, and that they would be outvoted, addressed a requisition to 
the mayor, to change the place of meeting ** to the Spital, Forth, 
or any other place which will give an opportunity for a fair and de- 
cisive expression of public opinion." in accordance with this, a 
public meeting was held in the Spital-field on the above day. llie 
mayor, in order to allow sufficient space for all who might be de- 
sirous of attending and expressing their sentiments, appointed this 
spacious area which will hold above 20,000 persons, for the discus- 
sion of the question. Very extensive hustings were erected on the 
north side of the green, and at one o'clock (the time appointed) 
the right worshipful Robert Bell, esq., mayor, took the chair. The 
iriendU of the Catholic claims took the right, with a board affixed 
to the adjoining building, inscribed ** The Hustings of the Liberal 
Protestants," while those anxious to << prevent a breach into the 
constitution of 1688," occupied the opposite side. Both parties 
mustered strong ; the <* Liberals" marched from the Turk's Head 
inn to the hustings in a body, headed by James Losh, esq.. Dr. 
Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq., of Whitfield. On the mayor taking 
the chair, he was welcomed with hearty cheers from both parties, 
and he rose and addressed the meeting. His worship said be 
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wished to occupy the time of his auditors for a short period, io 
order to exonerate himself from the charge of partiality, which he 
understood had been brousht against him, for refusing, on the ap- 
plication of the vicar of Newcastle, to convene a meeting in the 
Guildhall for the purpose of opposing the Catholic claims, and to 
oppose the measures intendea to be introduced to parliament by 
his majesty's ministers. It was his wish that the clergy should not 
interfere in a question wherein he thought his majesty's ministers 
were quite capable of acting for us ; but he soon heard that they 
had nevertheless got up a petition against the Catholic claims, and 
thus rendered it necessary to make an e£Port on the contrary side. 
A second request had consequently been made by that party to 
him, and in compliance with their requisition, he had convened a 
meeting in the Guildhall for that purpose, when another requisi- 
tion had been presented by the former party, requesting a more 
ample space, and in order that all so inchned might deliver their 
sentiments, he had changed the place to where they were at pre- 
sent assembled, but still he thought interference unnecessary, as he 
was confident that ministers were best enabled to take care of the 
measures they had introduced under the sanction of the highest 
authority. The principal speakers in favour of the Catholics were, 
James Losh, esq.. Dr. Headlam, and W. H. Ord, esq. — against 
granting concessions to the Catholics, William Chapman, esq., Mr. 
Joseph Clark, the Rev. F. A. West, Wesleyan minister, Mr. J. F. 
Grant, and Mr. J. R. Featherstone. With the exception of some 
little squabbling among the speakers, the greatest order prevailed, 
indeed the mayor took every means to avoid mischief, having 
ordered, by a handbill, that no banners should be exhibited. Mr. 
mayor havmg desired a shew of hands for and against the petition 
he said, *' gentlemen, the petition in favour of the Catholics is re- 
jected." Immense cheering followed the decision. Dr. Headlam 
appearing not satisfied with the result, demanded that the parties 
should separate into two bodies, which was instantly done, and the 
great majority of the opponents of the petition was evident be- 
yond doubt. Mr. Mayor then said, '' I cannot dismiss this meet- 
ing without declaring my satisfaction at your peaceable conduct 
this day." His worship then left the hustings. 

1829 (March 1 1^. — The vestry petitions against concession to 
the Roman Catholics were transmitted from Newcastle to London 
for presentation to parliament. The total number of signatures 
was 7,724, viz. :— In the parish of St. Nicholas, 1,095 ; All Saint's, 
3,445 ; St. Andrew's, 1,694 ; St. John's, 1,490. 

March 14. — In the night, a fire took place in St. John's church, 
Gateshead Fell, in consequence of some wood-work being placed 
too near the stove flues for heating the church. Fortunately it was 
discovered so early, that by prompt assistance and great exertions 
it was got under with the destruction of one pew. 

March 19. — Died, at Brandling-place, near Newcastle, Mr. 
Benjamin Thompson, aged 51 years. Mr. Thompson was a natiye 
of Jesmond, near Newcastle, and at an early age was bound aa 
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mprentice to Mr. Thompson, bread4)aker, (no relation) in the 
Close, Newcastle. On the death of his master, he conamenced 
business in the same shop, and made a peculiar sort of househcrfd 
bread, which had an unprecedented sale, being used bj many gen- 
teel families whom he furnidled with it daily himself, canjing a 
heavy load of it in a basket upon his shoulders.* Although Mr. 
Thompson was particularly industrious and attentive to binineaa, 
yet he devoted much of his time to the merits of paintings, and had 
visited nearly all the private collections in Newcastle and its neigh- 
%ouvhood. His judgment was frequently consulted by gentlemen 
hi the purchase of paintings, prints, &c. It was not a little singular^ 
Ihat when called upon by visitors, he was often to be found toiling 
lU his daily labour in the bakehouse, or, without his coat in the 
front shop, in the midst of his smoking bread, which had just been 
drawn from the oven. Without pride or ostentation, his manners 
and costume were of the plainest kind. By attention to business 
he had acquired a handsome sum, the bulk of which he expended 
in the purchase of paintings, prints, books, diina, swords, coins, and 
hi ^ort every thing gueer. Mr. Thompson was in the habit of 
calling at my shop, and his usual question was, *^ have you any 
iMng qwer f* He was particularly attached to local books and 
prints, so much so, that he was a patron to almost every thing 
which issued from the press or the burin. He also went regularly 
round to the old furniture brokers, and picked up many queer things 
m that way. For many years before his death he had made it a 
rule at the breaking up of a house which had belonged to any &- 
mily of consequence, to purchase (either himself or by proxy) 
something as a memorial. Mr. Thompson was very charitable, and 
hadseveral/MfMioiier5 to whom he gave bread, &c., weekly ; indeed 
his philanthropy was such, that to him the wretched never ap- 
pealed in vain. Mr. Thompson was never married, consequently 
his furniture and every thing which he had collected, were sold by 
auction, and the produce divided according to tlie tenor of his 
will. 

1829 f March 19^. — A numerous and respectable meeting of the 
parishioners of Tynemouth, took place to consider of an order that 
nad been received from the board of ordnance, forbidding any in- 
terments in future in the castle yard. The vicar was in me chair. 
Thomas Wright, esq., of Whitley-park, and other gentlemen, shewed 
that they had received grants from the governors of Tynemouth 
castle, u)r the burial of their families there. J. Tinley, esq., 
pointed out the impolicy of going to law on this occasion, and it was 

* Mr. Joseph Bell, painter, at whose shop window Mr. Thompson fi^e- 
qiientlj stopped, painted (unknown to Mr. T.) a partndt of him with the 
basket upon nis shoulder. This, after the death of Mr. Bell, came into the 
possession of Mr. Thompson. It is quite a juvenile likeness. I have caused 
to be engraved for publication a portrait, from an original paintii^, done for 
Mr. T. a few years before his oeath, and which is an excdlent ukeness.— 
Mr. T. allowed me to have a copy of this painting taken ; it is of the tame 
ifet, and hi water oofours. TbsengravhiigjMsa&c-aiBilaoffaishaiid^wx&t^ 
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tiltiniAlely sgin^ io petition the board of ordnance to take oflTtheit 
prohibition, and if that application should be unsuccessful, it was 
resolved to petition the king. June 18th, another meeting was 
held in the vestry-room, and adjourned to the body of the churchi 
the Rev. John Housby in the chair, to consider the propriety of 
accepting or refusing an offer made by the board of ordnance, of a 
portion ^ ground in lieu of the old parochial burial place, within thci 
walls of Tynemouth priory. The meeting, after being addressed by 
several gentlemen, resolved, with only five dissentient voices, to 
refuse that offer, and unanimously agreed to present a memorial to 
his majesty, for a restoration of those rights of which they con- 
sidered they had been unjustly and unnecessarily deprived by the 
board of ordnance. October 15th, « third meeting was held in the 
▼estry room of Tynemouth churofa, at which a letter from the se* 
cretarv of state addressed to the vicar, was read in reply to a me« 
moriaf to the king, respecting the right of the parishioners to biiry 
within the walls of Tynemouth castle, in which it was stated, thfiSi 
in consequence of the board of ordnmice not recognising the rights 
he declined advising the king to give any commands on the subject. 
Ainongst the various anachronisms and blunders given on the 
grave stones in this cemetery, I cannot resist giving a copy verbal 
tim of an epitaph from a stone a little S. £• of the east end of the 
magnificent ruins of the ancient priory : — ** 1780 The burial place 
of Archd, RawHng, of North Shields, master mariner--also Itedt 
here, Elizab^h, his wife, who died Feb. 11th, 1788. 

** Affiictions sore long time 1 bore, 
<< Phisicings were in vain, 
** Ood thought it fit that I should rest 
" And firee me firom my pain.' ' 

It will easily be perceived, that << Phisicin^** instead of physicians» 
is inserted m the above lines, which turn it into ridicule. 

1829 f March 22 J Died, William Stevenson, esq. of the Re* 

cnrd-office in the Treasury, a gentleman of considerable eminence 
in the literary and scientific world. Mr. Stevenson, who was bom 
at Bermck, on the 26trfof November, 1773, was the author of an 
elaborate and useful work, entitled an ** HUtcrieal Sketch of tki 
Progress ofDiscovery^ NavigcUion, and Commerce" Having de* 
voted much of his time to agricultural pursuits, he wrote the agri* 
cultural survey of Surrey. He was also the author of the article 
on chivalry, m Dr. Brewster's Encyclopedia, the life of Caxton^ 
published by the Society for the Diffusion of Useful Knowledge^ 
and several papers published in various reviews. During the lat- 
ter part of his life, until the commencement of a severe indisposi* 
tion, he was occupied, on the suggestion of Mr. Brougham (now 
Lord Brougham), and under the auspices of the above society, ill 
preparing for the press a series of treatises, intended for the edifi- 
cation and improvement of the agricultural classes. Mr. Stevenson 
had for some time laboured under repeated attacks of illness. On 
the 20th of March, however, be wa» i^parently so much recoveredf 
that his iftteiidB entertahMHithe hepe or his speedy restoration v bat 
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two dBys afterwards, when sitting at tea with his ftmily, he sud- 
denly became unable to raise the cup to his mouth, sank back in 
his chair, and soon after expired. He was a man of profound re- 
search, of extensive knowledge, of scrupulous integrity ; and he 
was universally respected. 

. 1829 (March 2ij, — The foundation stone of the new butchers', 
fish, poultry, fruit and vegetable market at Sunderland, was laid by 
the town-surveyor, Mr. Richard Dowell, in the presence of the 
commissioners and a great number of the inhabitants. Several 
coins of tlie reign of George IV. were deposited beneath the stone. 
The bells were rung on the occasion. See August 2l8i, 1830. 

March 26. — Lanton-house, in Northumberlaiid, was robbed and 
plundered of every article which could be conveniently carried 
away, and the mansion was afterwards set fire to, and entirely con- 
sumed. Alexander Davison, esq., of Swarland, the proprietor, 
offered one hundred pounds for the apprehension of the incen- 
diaries. 

March 27. — Died, in Providence-row, in the city of Durham, 
Mr.' Robert Davidson, aged 103 years. 

March, — Mr, John Martin, a native of Northumberland, the 
celebrated painter to his majesty, was presented with a large and 
handsome gold medal, on the part of the king of France, in ac- 
knowledgment of a copy of Mr. Martin's engravings, which his most 
christian majesty had been graciously pleased to accept. The 
medal has a bust of the king on the one side, and on the other (in 
French") " Presented to Mr. John Martin, by the king of France.** 
The value of the gold was estimated at twenty guineas. Mr. Mar- 
tin's engravings are held in very high estimation. The French 
artists have copied them the same size, but much inferior in exe- 
cution, these have been brought into England, but no gentleman 
of taste and judgment^ will possess these pirated prints, as on a 
comparison they are literally worth nothing compared with the ori- 
ginals. Mr. M. is the brother of William and Jonathan men- 
tioned at pages 81 and 241. 

April 11. — The bells of the several chtirches in Newcastle and 
Gateshead, were rung in honour of the marriage of Lord Stor- 
mont to Miss Ellison, daughter of Cuthbert Ellison, esq., of Heb- 
burn. 

April 13. — The bells of Newcastle were rung to celebrate the 
birth of an heir to the house of Beaumont. The event was also 
similarly celebrated at Hexham, and other places. 

Same day, " An act for building a bridge over the river Tjme, at 
or near to a place called Scotswood, in the county of Northum- 
berland, and for making convenient roads, avenues, and approaches 
thereto, with branches thereout," received the royal assent. 

April 23. — The foundation stone of the asylum for the members 
of the loyal standard association, at North Shields, was laid by 
John Tinley, esq., in the presence of a numerous assemblage of the 
members, and their friends and patrons. 

April 27.— Died, at his seat at Frogmore, near Hampstead, in 
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consequence of a rupture of the septum of the heart, Thomas 
William Carr, esq., of Eshot, in Northumberland, F. R. S. He 
was born about the year 1770, at Charlestown, South Carolina, of 
which place his mother was a native, and his father at that time 
collector of customs. He served his clerkship as an attorney to 
Mr. George Brown, an eminent solicitor in Newcastle, and was 
entered a student at Gray's Inn. Having practised for several 
years as a special pleader, he was called to the bar about the year 
1800, and in 1805, was made solicitor of excise. He inherited the 
estate of Eshot Heugh, pursuant to the will of an uncle. He mar- 
ried Frances, third daughter of Andrew Morton, esq., of St. An- 
thony's, near Newcastle, by whom he had three sons and four 
daughters. His eldest son is solicitor of excise in Scotland ; the 
second is in holy orders ; and the third is a barrister, in London* 
His eldest daughter married Dr. Lushington. 

1829 (April 28^. — Sunderland and its neighbourhood were visit- 
ed by an awful storm of thunder and lightning, accompanied with 
a high wind. Part of the gable end of a house in the High-street, 
belonging to Mr. Michael Reed, was blown down with a tremen- 
dous crash, on the roof of a public house occupied by Mrs. Thomp • 
son, which it stove in and did considerable damage. The sloop 
Bee, of Blyth, laden with limestone, from Sunderland to Blyth, 
was obliged to put back for Sunderland, (which place she lefl in 
the morning), having lost the whole of her canvass at sea, in a 
most tremendous gale of wind at N. E. and by E. On returning 
she struck upon the bar, drove amongst the frame-work, and soon 
after went to pieces. Great praise was due to Mr. Martin Douglas, 
coal-fitter, and others, for their exertions in saving the crew. The 
schooner George and Henrys, of Sunderland, laden with lime, for 
Scotland, went to sea the same time as the Bee, and was obliged 
to put back. She made for the harbour, when there not being suf- 
ficient water for her, she struck upon the bar and sprung a leak ; 
the water then getting to the lime, she took fire, and afterwards 
drove up into the harbour mouth, where she sunk. 

May 4. — The foundation stone of the new gas works at South 
Shields, was laid. 

May 7. — The large silver medal was awarded by the Society of 
Arts, London, to Mr. John Reed, of No. 6, Charlotte-street, 
Bloomsbury -square, second son. of Archibald Reed, esq., alderman, 
of Newcastle, for a drawing in chalk from a bust. 

May 11. — The races and sports at Killingworth, near Newcas- 
tle, were revived on this and the following day, afler a lapse of 
thirty-five years. 

May 13. — About twelve o'clock at night, an explosion took place 
at Killingworth West Moor pit, which did considerable damage to 
the shafl. One boy was so severely burnt that he died in a day or 
two afler. Had the misfortune happened two hours later, the loss 
of life would have been very considerable, as the men would then 
have been in the mine. 

May 14.— Tlie royal assent was given to '* An act for lighting 
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iratching, oleansing, regulatingy and improving the to wn of Soiilli. 
Shields^ in the countypalatine of Durham." 

1829 fMay 22 J. — The steam-saw mill at Monkweannouth-ahoref 
the property of Messrs. Storey and Co., was almost entirely destroy- 
ed by fire. It was supposed to have been the work of incendiaries* 
Two of the workmen were taken up on suspicion. 

The same day *^ An act for making and maintaining a railway qr 
tramroad from the town of Newcastle upon Tynei in the county 
of Newcastle upon Tyne, to the city of Carlislcy in the county ^ 
Cumberland, with a branch thereout," received Uie royal assent. 

May 26. — Between two and three o'clock on the morning, an 
alarming and destructive fire broke out in a steam flour mill, situated 
at the foot of Pandon-bank, near the Stock-bridge, Newcastle* 
occupied by Mr. Joseph Hopper. So rapid was the progress of the 
conflagration, that within an hour from its discovery, uie roof and 
part of the walls fell in, exhibiting the interior of the building in 
one common blaze. The machinery was either totally destreved* 
or rendered unfit for further use, and the quantity of com, flouri 
&C., destroyed, was very great. As the wind was high, Uie fire 
threatened destruction to all around, and one of the sheds of Messrs. 
Shadforth apd Todd's extensive raft-yard, whicli was immediately 
behind the mill, did partially suffer from the flames, but by the 
well-directed operations of uie several engines which had arrived, 
their progress in that quarter was arrested with but trifling damage. 
How the fire originated was wholly unknown. The premises, 
which were the property of Messrs. Shadforth and Todd, were in- 
sured, but the stock, &c, of Mr. Hopper, valued at near £1,000 
was only insured to the amount of about one-half. 

Mat/ 26. — In the aflemoon an alarming fire occurred at the 
farm-house at High Warden, near Hexham, but happily it was got 
under before much damage was done to the house. A blacksmiu&'s 
shop (from which the fire originated) and a small cottage adjoining 
were totally consumed. Great praise was due to the firemen of 
Hexham, who hastened with the engine in time to stop the ra* 
vages of the flames. 

mai/ 26. — The name of the street in Newcastle, called ^< the 
Eesh Market," and, afler the building of the " New Butchers' 
Market," ^ the Old Flesh Market," was changed by the corpora- 
tion to that of << the Cloth Market." 

May 30. — The steam packet, tfae Tourist, which arrived in the 
river Tyne, for the first time, left Newcastle Quay in the afternoon 
for London. 

May. — This month, on pulling down an old house on the Quay- 
jside, Newcastle, a fine gothic window was discovered in the east 
fide of what was supposed to be the chapel of St. John of Jerusalem. 
This building, which is of stone, with buttresses on the west side 
in Grindon Chare, is used as a com loft ; the crypt is used aa a 
cellar. Human bones have been dug up about it. There was an- 
ciently m the town's hutch a writing, indorsed ** The Offretmmii 
ifHide beifcixi th Prior of St. Johnp and Ae taume of dfrnBeartle, 
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ttmehing a water ggur Thoreis now qo lonfer.any doubtxttMit this 
was the chapel of that order, and that the gate alluded to was* A 
contiguous gate in the towa's wall, which extended along jlhe 
Quay. Th^re was also a chapel below the Ousebum, in the parifii 
of All Saints, dedicated to St. Lawrence, and founded by one of 
the Percys, which is said to .have bean dependent on the priory of 
St. John of Jerusalem. This chapel and its possessions ^9tai# 
granted in 1594 to the. corporation of Newcastle. The remains §l£ 
St. Lawrence's chapel fbi;m part of the iglass-house belonging to 
Messrs. Robert Todd and Co. 

1829 (May 3l). — A very melancholy occurrence, took place at 
Scremerston, near Berwick. Mr. George Carr, of Berwick, add Mn 
IVilliam Carr, of Ford, with their sisters. Miss Eliza and Miss Marjr 
Carr, having been on a visit to their brother-in-law, Major Johnson, 
of Scremerston, accompanied by Miss Jane Donkin (youngest daugh- 
ter of the late Joshua Donkin, esq., of North Shields), being about 
to return to Berwick from Scremerston, situated close to the seai 
about three miles south from Berwick, procured a stout boat wkh 
two able men, one of whom was well accustomed to the sea. The 
tide being low, they had some difficulty in getting out of the cred^ 
and when they had just cleared the outermost rock, a more than 
usually heavy wave upset the boat. One of the boatmen, who was 
a good swimmer, twice gained the rock with Miss Carr, but tbf^ 
were both times wa^d off and she was drowned. Miss Donkia 
disappeared at the moment of the accident, but Miss Mary Carr 
and her two brothers, and the two boatmen ultimately succeeded 
in gaining a firm footing on a low ledge of the rock, which in some 
degree protected them from the force of the sea, although every 
wave dashed over them. Though within 150 yards of safety^ the 
deep water being filled witli tangle or see weed, 13 or 14 feet lone, 
prevented any of the people who were soon assembled from Spitw, 
and the neighbourhood, from venturing to swim to the rock wHh 
jany prospect of doing good. The boatman, however, with great 
dimculty, swam to an adjoining rock for the purpose of taking off^a 
rope, in which he succeeded, but it was found much too short to 
be of use. In another attempt he was with much difficulty saved 
from drowning. A man on horseback was instantly dispatched io 
Spital, and two boats were immediately shoved off, and one ^ 
them succeeded in rescuing Miss Mary Carr, her two brothers, and 
the remaining boatman fi-om a watery grave, after having been exr 
posed to the violence of every wave for nearly an hour. Medical 
assistance being at hand, every^ attention was paid to the survivors, 
who all recovered, although much doubt was for some time entertain- 
ed as to the recovery of the young lady. Tlie body of Miss Donkin 
was found the same evening floating at sea, but the body of Miss 
Eliza Carr was not found until June 4th, when it was discovered 
amongst the tangle or sea weed near the place where the accident hap- 
pened. Miss Donkin was about 20 iMrs of age^ and Miss Carr 25 
years of age. To add to die aBguitn of the moment, Mr. and Mrs. 
. Jbhofmi wen apactaiorf of the haarHne^dKng teena from the beach. 
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1829 (June IJ^ — The royal assent was given to ** An act for esta- 
blishing a ferry across the river Tyne, between North Shields, in the 
c«ouDty of Northumberland* and South Shields, in the county of 
Durham, and for opening and making proper roads, avenues, ways» 
and passages to communicate therewith, ' The roads and gang- 
ways being completed, the ferry was opened by two large steam 
boats in July 1830. Previous to this time, many lives had been lost 
in consequence of the upsetting of the small sculler boats. A sus- 
pension bridge across the river l^ne between North Shields and South 
Shields had been projected. See FAruary 23d^ 1825, j^age IBS. 

The same day the royal assent was given to <' An act for build- 
ing a bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the town of Morpeth, in 
the county of Northumberland." 

Junt 8. — Died, at Hexham, Mr. Joseph Dawson, aged 101 
years. He went about till within a short period of his death. 

JuM 9. — The foundation stone of an mtended bridge over the 
river Tees, at Whorlton, was laid by Miss Headlam, daij^hter of 
the venerable archdeacon of Richmondshire, immediately afler 
which a speech was made by that gentleman, who was loudly 
cheered by a vast concourse of people who had assembled from all 
parts of the adjacent country. The ladies afler this retired and 
partook of a cold collation ; and the gentlemen were entertained by 
the Rev. J. Potts, and an excellent dinner and tea was provided 
for the parishioners by Mrs. Harrison, of Stubb House. The Bar- 
nardcastle subscription band attended on the occasion. This 
building was entirely carried away by a flood on the 13th of Octo- 
ber. 1829, which see. 

The same day a small neat Methodist chapel was opened at 
AyclifFe, near Darlington, sermons were preached on the occasion 
by the Rev. Thomas Pennock, of Durham, and by the Rev. William 
Towers, of Darlington, after which collections were made in aid of 
the funds of the chapel. 

June 14 — About twelve o'clock, three boys who had bathed 
opposite the last breakwater, next to Tyneraouth, on the Low 
Light shore, North Shields, and had just got on their clothes again, 
heard a crackling noise above their heads. Two of them went to 
one side, the third unfortunately ran forward into the sea, but was 
overtaken by a large mass of clay which fell from the top of the 
bank and buried him under it Two hours elapsed before he was dug 
out, when he was quite dead and his body dreadfully mangled. He 
was 14 years of age, and the son of Mr. Henry Dawson, mate of 
the ship Doncaster. A man who was swimming in front of the 
spot had a narrow escape, as part of the mass of clay fell within 
three or four yards of him. 

June 15. — A voung man named William Taylor, apprentice to 
Mr. John Forsyth, of Durham, slater, having been sent to assist in 
making certain repairs in the roof of the Cathedral, fell from a 
height of 78 feet upon the flags, in the Chapel of the Nine Altars, 
and wonderful to relate, received only trifling injury. 

June 17«— During a thunder storm that passed over Newcastle, 
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a new unoccupied house at the Westgate, belonging to Mr. Bur- 
nup, was struck by the lightning, and a part of the roof fronting 
the turnpike, and one of the chimneys were thrown down. The 
whole of the floors in the house were also injured, and other dam- 
age done. Such was the force of the electric fluid that the slates 
were carried completely into the air ; happily no person was in- 
jured. 

1829 (June \%). — Died, at Easington-lane, in the county of Dur- 
' ham, Rosetta Coats, aged 101 years. 

June 25. — A new Catholic chapel in Berwick was opened. The 
Rev. Mr. Birdsall, pastor of the congregation, assisted by the Rev. 
Mr. Gillow, of North Shields, performed the service ; the latter 
gentleman delivered an address of considerable length, explanatory 
of the faith of the church. The musical part of the service was 
most efficiently sustained by several professional vocalists from New- 
castle. Mrs. Hammond presiding at the organ. The public were 
admitted by tickets, 5«. each. 

June 25. — Sunderland was visited by a very heavy thunder 
storm, the peals were tremendously loud, and the lightning remark- 
ably frequent and vivid. The same storm visited Chester-Te-Streety 
where a hay stack, the property of the owners of Chester brewery, 
was struck by the electric fluid, which entered at the roof and 
passed through the stack to the ground, setting it on fire. The 
flames were speedily extinguished, when it was found that a hole 
about three inches in diameter, extended from the top to the bottom 
of the stack. A man who had just crossed the river Wear, near 
Cocken, was knocked down by die lightning the same day, but he 
fortunately received no material injury. At Hurworth-upon-TeeSy 
the electric fluid descended upon the house occupied by Mr. 
Charles Gascoigne, grocer, splitting the fthop door, and knocking 
down his infiuit child who was near the same. The servant, who, 
at the time, was engaged up stairs in making a bed, was thrown on 
the floor, taken up insensible, and completely blackened by the 
action of the lightning. Medical aid was promptly obtained, and, 
after two hours of unwearied perseverance on the part of Mr. 
Walker, surgeon, of Hurworth, she was restored to lifei. Three 
houses at Lay Gate, near South Shields, were also struck by the 
lightning ; one of them inhabited by Mr. Gledstone, sustained con- 
siderable damage, and Mrs. G. was thrown down and much burnt, 
from the effects of which she continued some time dangerously ill* 

June 25. — An explosion of inflammable air took place in the 
Dorothea Pit, Newbottle colliery, the property of Lord Durham, 
whereby Robert Gardener lost his life. Only another man was in 
the mine at the time the accident happened, who escaped with 
very little injury. Afler the first alarm had subsided, Mr. John 
Harrison, the head resident viewer for the colliery, accompanied 
by five or six assistants, descended the shafl in order to search for 
Gardener ; but when they had proceeded some distance into the 
workings, another explosion occurred. Mr. H. had his head cut in 
several j^aces, and his hands were rather severely burnt, but the 
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rest' of the'men weref very little injured. No particular mceoant 
can be given of the cause which led to this unfortunate accident, 
as the party with whom it originated paid the forfeit of his life* 
Gardener*^ body, it was thought probable, might never be fbcmd, 
ai during the mrst twenty-four hours explosions took place every 
one or two hours, which convinced the most scientific colUery 
viewers in the neighbourhood that the mine was on fire, and id 
consequence the pit was closed up so as to exclude the air. It 
was also found necessary to cease working another pit called the 
Margaret, which communicated with the Dorothea. 

1829 fJune 29 J, — The foundation stone of a bridge of one arch, 
over that dangerous ford in the river Derwent, between Greenhead 
and £dmond4>yers, was laid by Nicholas Burnett, esq., of Black 
Hedley, to whom the residents in the more immediate neighbour* 
hood, as well as the public generally, were much indebted- for 
accomplishing by his praiseworthy exertions so desirable an im« 
proveraent. 

Same day, a little before twelve o'dock at night, flames were 
observed to issue from the workshop of Mr. Swanson, gtass^:utter, 
Hiligate, Gateshead. By strenuous exertions, and a fortunate 
access to water, the Bre was speedily got under; otherwise the cod^ 
sequences might have been truly awiiit, as the prenrises were imn[ie<^ 
diately adjoining the oil mill of Messrs. John Raine and Company, 
some machinery belonging to which passed through the wall into 
the place where the fire originated, and produced the motion l^ 
whicn the glass-cutters wodced their lathes. The fire was sup* 
posed to be the work of incendiaries, as no fire had been used by 
Mr. Swanson for upwards of two months before, and all wassam 
when he left that evening. The loss of glass, &c«, was very con« 
siderable. 

June. — In the course of some operations carrying on in the 
grounds at Tynemouth castle, some curious remains of antiquity 
were found. In digging a tank near the old guard^house, between 
the governor's house and the store*house, a brown group of grotesque 
figures were found of very great antiquity. And in making a drain 
under the foot-path, on the south side of the abbey yard, and near 
to the wall, a number of paving bricks and some coins were found. 
The bricks were of difierent colours, as brown, yellow, &c., and 
mostly of a square form, though some were that of a rectangular tri- 
angle. One of the coins was a modern one of Charles I., in copper. 

Jufy 2. — At a meeting of the mayor, aldermen, and common 
council of Newcastle, it was resolved unanimously to subscribe 
twenty pounds towards the Eldon Testimonial (that being the 
highest sum allowed by the advertisement) << to manifest the deep 
and grateful sense they entertain of the eminent services of John, 
earl of Eldon, throughout a long and laborious public life." A 
committee of noblemen and gentlemen had been nominated to 
conduct a subscription for the purpose of presenting to Lord Eldon 
a lasting testimonial for his eminent services during his long and 
laborious ^public Ufid. It wtta imderitdod to be the wm of ihis ierd* 
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ship that the money sub^ribed for the Eldon Testimonial should 
be applied to the establishment of six scholarships in University 
College, Oxford, to be called << The Eldon Scholarships." The 
subscriptions amounted to several thousand poimds. The corpora- 
tion of Bristol voted the freedom of that city to the earl of EldoDi 
'* as a token of respect and admiration of his truly staunch and 
loyal opposition to tne measures of ministers to subvert and break 
in upon the constitutional settlement of 1688." 

1829 (July 1). — Died, in the poor-house at Sunderland, Thomas 
Thompson, aged 102 years. 

Jmy 23. — As the brewer of Mr. William Robson, Bee Hivet 
Head of the Side, opposite the west end of St. Nicholas' church, 
Newcastle, was standing at the door of the brew-house, the ground 
suddenly gave way beneath him, and but for the timely interrerence 
of his assistant, he would have been precipitated into a well 82 feet 
in depth, of die previous existence of which no person had the 
least knowledge. 

Jtdy 24.-- The neighbourhood of Haydon-bridge was visited by 
a tremendous storm. The lightning was awfully vivid, and con* 
tinned without intermission from three o'clock in the afternoon till 
near eight o'clock. The rain descended in torrents for upwards of 
three hours. Langley-burn rose to a fearful height. The new 
bridges at Langley castle and Gee's Wood, (near Haydon-bridge) 
over which the new Alston road passed were entirely swept away, 
with the new wall or quay erected at a great expense, for widening 
the road in the Esp Hill Cleugh. The bridge at the east end of 
Haydon-bridge was covered with water to a great depth, the bat- 
tlements were thrown down, and the turnpike road on the west side 
much damaged. The Post-office and several cottages near it were 
completely mundated, and the poor inhabitants sustained a severe 
loss. The lightning struck the wooden ventilator on the top of the 
highest chimney of Langley-smelt mills, and tore off several of the 
planks. At Hexham the storm continued from about five o'clock 
until a late hour at night. The rain fell in torrents, and the light- 
ning and thunder were awful and terrific. Much injury was done by 
the rivulet called Cockshaw-bum, swelling to a tremendous height, 
and completely inundating the houses within its vicinity, carry- 
ing away a bridge and doing much other damage. The same night 
the rain fell in torrents at Newcastle, accompanied with lightning, 
and the next morning the river T3me presented an awful appear- 
ance ; quantities of hay and wood were brought down by the fresh, 
and so powerful was the current, that all the steam boats then 
lying on the south side of the Tjme, and several ships broke from 
their moorings, and were with difficulty secured again. The storm 
was very general throughout the county of Northumberland. 

July 26. — His royal highness the duke de Chartres and suite 
arrived at Newcastle on the evening of this day (Sunday) from 
Edinburgh. His royal highness was abroad as early as seven o'clock 
the next morning, taking a survey of the town. Isaac Cookson, 
jun., esq., the ^ench vice-consul, waited upon the duke, and. 
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accompanied him to the Guildhall, the Mansion-house, and other 
puhlic places , after which his royal highness took his departure 
for Sunderland, whither he was accompanied by Mr. Cookson, 
having previously descended one of the coal pits in the neighbour- 
hood, the interior of which he examined with much attention. Hie 
ateam engine being one of 220 horses' power, particularly arrested 
die attention of his royal highness. At Sunderland he examined 
the bridge, pier, &c, 

lS29fJufyS0J. — The gatesleadingfrom the street of lynemouth, 
to the Prior's Haven, were for some days dosed against ibe pub- 
lic, and guarded by centinels, who refused a passage to all who 
were not going to bathe in Mrs. Spurrier's baths. This exclusiout 
look place in consequence of th^ owners of the common bathing 
machines and boats having declined to pay the acknowledgment, 
or rent, demanded by the Board of Ordnance. The passage was 
ve^opened on their agreeing to the terms demanded, which were 
ten shillings and sixpence each. 

Juiff 31. — Died, at Abingdon, Sir John Hullock, knt., one of 
the barons of the Exchequer. This distinguished lawyer was 
born in the year 1764, at Bamardcastle, in the county of Durham. 
In early life Mr. HuHock entered of Gray's Inn, and was in due 
time called to the bar, at which he practised upwards of twenty 
years, with the reputation of being one of the soundest lawyers in 
Westminster Hall. He does not appear to have had much practice, 
until afler the publication of his work on the Law of Costs ; tliis 
brought him into notice, and he rose by degrees to fill the second 
place amon^t the counsel on the northern circuit. In the year 1816 
Mr. Hullock was promoted to the rank of sergeant at law. On tlie 
resignation of Mr. Baron Wood in the year 1823, Mr. Sergeant 
Hullock was promoted to the office of one of the barons of th*e 
Court of Exchequer. As a judge, for integrity, sagacity, and 
knowledge combined, he has not lefl his superior. Mr. Baron Hul- 
lock had arrived at Abingdon, as one of the judges of assize of the 
Oxford circuit, on Saturday 25th of July. On the following day 
he attended divine service at St. Helen's church in that town, in 
apparently good health ; but in the course of that night he expe- 
rienced a violent attack of cholera morbus. Dr. Tomkins, a physi- 
cian, was immediately called in, who perceiving the serious nature 
of the attack, suggested that a physician of Oxford should be sent 
for. Dr. Ogle returned with the messenger, and, in consultation 
with Dr. Tomkins, suggested such remedies as, from their effects, 
gave them reason to hope that his lordship would be able partly to 
resume his official duties. The complaint, however, returned with 
increased violence during the night of Wednesday, in consequence 
of which, Dr. Ogle was again summoned to Abingdon, and Dr. 
Turner, of London, the baron's family physician, was also sent for 
and arrived with unusual dispatch. During the whole of Thursday 
the greatest apprehensions were entertained for his lordship's life, 
and he lingered till the following evening, when he expirecL On 
the Slst of August his lordship's remains reached Bamardcastle, 
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and were dq>oaited in the family vauk. A numerous concourse 
had assembled to vi^w the procession, who all seemed deeply sen* 
sible of the loss that had been sustained bv his death. The poor 
of his native town, where he generally resided during the simmier 
months, have great cause to remember him, for to them he was a 
liberal benefactor. A number of aged women, who had subsisted 
chiefly by his charity, voluntarily followed his empty carriage, 
while it was proceedmg to his house, afler the funeral, weeping 
and deploring in the most affecting manner, the death of tneir 
benefi3u:tor. An excellent funeral sermon was preached in the 
church on the Sunday following by the Rev. John Davison, from 2d 
Samuel^ chap. iii.. ver. 38, <^ Know ye not that there is a prince and 
a great man fallen this day in Israel," Mr. Hullock was recorder 
of Berwick^ which he resigned, and was succeeded in the year 
1810 by Cluistopher Cookson, esq., who is also recorder of New- 
castle. See September 2%tk , 1829. Mr. Hullock published ^ The 
Law <^ Casts;' 8t?o. 1792 ; ako " The Law of Costs in Civil A> 
Hans and Proceedings^* Svo^ 1796 ; and another edition in 2 vols. 
1810. His lordship had been many years married. His lady sur- 
vived him. 

1829 (Aug 2)^ — A fire broke out in the premises occupied by 
Mrs. Margaret Bulmer, pawn-broker. Bank Top, South Sliields. 
Tile flames had reached the roof of the house before they were 
discovered, and burnt with alarming fury, but the speedy arrival of 
the North and South Shields fire engines, and a good supply of 
water kept the fire from extending to the adjoining premises. The 
whole ef the upper parts of the house which were mled with feather 
beds and other pledged articles were entirely consumed^ The stock 
and furniture were insured for £1,400,. but the premises were not 
insured. Many things saved from the flames were purloined by 
the evil disposed^ who too frequently assemble for the purpose of 
plunder on these occasions. 

August 9. — The church at Belford, after having undergone con- 
siderable enlargement, was re-opened for divine service, and an 
eloquent and impressive sermon was preached by the Rev. W. N. 
Darnell* prebenoary of Durham^ and rector of Norham, from 2d 
Chronicles, xxixth chap. 31st verse,, and a collection made for the 
benefit of the Sunday school of the parish. 

August 10; — The foundation stone of a bridge over the river 
Wansbeck, at High Ford, near Milford* was laid by B. Mitford, esq^, 
lovd of the manor, in the presence of a large concourse of specta- 
tors» with due form, amidst music, the firing of cannon and the 
ringing of bells. Mr. Moor, of High House, as representative of 
William Ord» esq., lord of the manor on the opposite side of the 
river, assisted in the ceremony. A dance on the banks of the river 
followed, and afterwards thirty- two gentlemen dined at the Plough 
inn, at Mitfbrd, Mr. lyiitford in the chair. Some very appropriate 
^>eecbe8 were delivered, and the aflemoon was spent with great 
conriviality. 

As/gust i9»-..-A meeting was. held; in the lectuxe^oom of the 
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Literarv and Philosophical Society of Newcastle, for the pur- 
pose of establishing a society to be called ** The Natural His- 
tory Society of Northumberland, Durham, and Newcastle upon 
Tyne." The meeting was attended by Sir John Treveljran, bart^ 
Walter Calverley Trevelyan, William Orde, Prideaux John Selbj, 
William Burrell, Dixon Dixon, George Townsend Fox, and Jomi 
Adamson, esqrs. ; Rev. William Turner, Mr. Emerson Chamley, 
Mr. Winch, Mr. William Hewitson, &x., &c. The chair was taken by 
Dixon Dixon, esq. , and Mr. Adamson announced that he had re- 
ceived a letter from the venerable Archdeacon Singleton, stating that 
his grace the duke of Northumberland would be very happy to join 
the gentlemen o£ the country in so laudable a purpose. Mr. G. T. 
Fox made a similar announcement on the part of the lord bishop of 
Durham, and intimated his lordship's intention to have been pre- 
sent at the meeting, had he not been prevented by his attendance 
on his majesty's justices of assize. His lordship would give direc- 
tions to his several agents to furnish specimens in their various 
departments. The establishment of the society was then proposed 
by Sir John Trevelyan, bart, and seconded by P. J. Selby, esq.. 
It was resolved to solicit his grace the duke of Northumberland to 
become the patron of the society, and the lord bishop of Durham 
to accept the office of president. Tlie society to have eight 
vice-presidents and a committee, and its meetings to take place oa 
the third Tuesday of every month. William Orde., esq., proposed 
the thanks of the meeting to Dixon Dixon, esq., for his conduct in 
the chair, and begged to express his great satisfaction at the esta- 
blishment of the society, and his conviction of the beneficial effects 
which would result from it to the country. The thanks of the 
meeting were also given to John Adamson, esq., for his valuable 
exertions in the formation of the society. The nrst meeting of this 
society took place on the 15th of September, when an excellent 
introductory address was delivered by the Rev. William Turner. 

1829 (Aug, 20 J, — As the marquis and marchioness of London- 
derry were driving in a curricle two high-spirited horses down a 
hill close to Wynyard Park, the pole of the carriage broke, and the 
curricle fell, when the horses feeling the splinter-bars on their hind 
legs, began to kick out most furiously against the splash board of 
the carriage, which pressed on their hind quarters. The carriage 
was dragged some distance in this way. The marquis, by singular 
good fortune, guided and pulled the near horse into a ditch, when 
he fell on his side under the carriage, and broke his hind leg. The 
off-horse became so entangled, that he also fell while kicking out. 
Lady Londonderry sat upon the seat of the curricle during the 
frightful kicking of the horses, and when the near horse fell, she 
leapt out into the ditch. Her husband, seeing her ladyship safe, 
sprung out on the other side. The noble pair only suffered by 
several severe bruises. The fine horse was shot on the spot. 

August 22. — Mr. Justice Bavley and Mr. Justice Littledale» 
judges of assize left Newcastle ror Carlisle on the morning of the 
above day (Saturday) and, in consequence, no aasise Sumlay was 
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observed at Newcastle, a drcumstance which had not occurred 
there, it was believed, since the year 1745, when the ceremonj 
was first observed. 

1829 (Aug. 22 J. — Mr. Andrew Henderson, of Newcastle, up- 
holsterer, was drowned whilst bathing on the sands between Tyne- 
mouth and Cullercoats. Mr. Henderson and family were residing at 
Tynemouth, and he had up to tliat morning bathed in the Haven. 
He had not been long in the sea till, although a good swimmer, it 
was apparent that he was overcome by a strong current, which sets 
out to sea at that place, and before aid could be procured, he was 
unfortunately drowned. His body was taken to the baths, and every 
exertion made to restore animation, but without success. Mr. 
Henderson was about thirty-two years of age, and was much re- 
spected. He was interred at the Ballast Hills' burial ground at 
Newcastle. Many lives have been lost whilst bathing on these sands, 
as the current which sets out is so very powerful, that it is almost 
impossible to stem it. This ought to be generally known. 

August 27. — Died, in Carpenter Street, South Shields, Ann 
Musgrave, spinster, aged 100 years. 

August 30. — A large whale was seen floating near the Fern 
Islands, on the coast of Northumberland. Some boats sailed out 
and towed it ashore. It measured in length 58 feet, and was sold 
for £45. When found it was quite dead. 

August 31. — At a meeting of the coal trade at Newcastle, it was 
determined to re-establish the vends, or regulations for apportioning 
each colliery's sale on the rivers Tyne and Wear, and they com- 
menced accordingly on the following morning. 

September 15; — There was launched from the building-yard of 
Messrs. Straker and Co., at South Shields, a very beautiful new 
ship called the Isabella, of nearly 300 tons. There was a most nu- 
merous and respectable assemblage of persons from Newcastle, 
North Shields, and the neighbourhood, not only for the purpose of 
seeing the launch, but to witness the operation and power of Mr. 
George Straker's newly-invented patent windlass, which not only 
equaUed, but surpassed the most sanguine expectations that had 
been formed of it. Its relative powers were tried by putting six 
men at the windlass to heave an anchor of 13 cwt. in the ordmaiy 
way, which they performed with some difficulty. It was then 
lowered down and hove up again with the improved windlass by 
the power of one man and a boy with comparative ease. The 
anchor was again lowered down and an additional weight suspend- 
ed, which was equal to about 26 cwt., when eight men and boys 
were again put to the windlass in the ordinary way, who were not 
able to get a single square ; two of the men were then put to the 
improved purchase, and immediately hove up the weieht of two 
anchors without difficulty. The superiority of Mr. Straker s windlass 
was allowed to be one of the greatest improvements in that important 
part of naval architecture. 

Sentemher 19. — A whale of the finner species was found dead on 
the shore, about two miles north of Berwid^. It was nearly 96 
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feet in length, and 24 feet at its greatest circumference. It wa» 
claimed by the corporatiofi, aiid sold for £17. 2«. 6d, Six cormo- 
rants were found in its stomach, and one in the throat which was 
supposed to have choaked it. When yiewed from the bank under 
waicb it lay» the resemblance to a boat, with the keel upwards, was 
io exact and striking^ that the comparison was made by every one of 
its numerous visitors ; and Wilkie^ the celebrated painter, who was 
one of them, is said to have remarked, that a boat*builder might 
read to himself a good lesson from this mighty noonster of the deep. 

1829 (Sept. 29^. — Robert Hopper WilliamsoD, esq., resigned 
the recordership of Newcastle, whica he had held with the highest 
honour for a period of thirty years. On the 5th of October} being 
the first Monday after the feast of Saint Michael the Archangel, 
at the election of the mayor and other officers of the corporation of 
Newcastle, Christopher Cookson, esq., barrister at law, was elected 
recorder o£ that town. Mr, Cookson is also recorder of Berwick, 
having been, in March, 1810, unanimously elected recorder of that 
town on the resignation of John Hullock, esq. See July 31«^ 1829. 

October 10. — A petrified or fossil tree was found in the stone 
quarry at Wide-open, near Gosforth, about fiive miles from New- 
castle, at a depth of 42 feet firom the surface, and 6 feet from the 
bed of the stone. It was 72 feet in length, and 4 feet 9 inches in 
^th at the lower extremity. Its horizontal exceeded its vertidd 
diameter in the proportioo of 17 to 10. Its position was nearly 
horizontal, the knots, &c^ retained their original appearance; it 
was partially hollow and crystalized ; its longitudinal separations 
were precisely those of wood rent by powerfiii external pressure. 
The fossil stem of a tree was found at the depth of 48 fathoms 
above the coal in the workings of EalUngworth colliery, near New- 
castle» in September, 1830. A representation of this tree is given 
in the first volume of the <* Transactions of the Natural History 
Society of Northumberland> Durham, and Newcastle.'* Another 
fossil tree was found in a quarry at Heworth, near Newcastle. 
Other fine specimens of similar fossil remains have been found 
in the quarries on the sea coast at CressweU, in Northumberland; 
one of which is preserved in the conservatory at CressweU House. 
Its dimensions are^ viz. :«^ feet iA height, girth at the top 4 feet 
10 inches, at the middle 5 feet 10^ inches, near the bottom 5 feet 
7 inches, and at the bottom 7 feet 6 inches. This was drawn and 
elched by Mr. Thomas Sopwith> of Newcastle, for the Rev« John 
Hodgson s History of Northumberland. 

October 13.-^During the night, there was a strong gale accoov 
panied by heavy and long-coatiAued rain. The river Tees was 
swollen to a height not exceeded within tUe memory of the oldest 
inhabitant of Barnardcastle. The river Tyae was alarmingly swoll- 
en on the following morning, overflowing all the low lands in its 
vicinity, and penetrating thecdlavs oathe Quay-side and the Close, 
in Newcastle, occasioning considerable loss of goods and liquors. 
A great many sheep and a few cattle were on the island called the 
KiDg'irm^^ws, in the river Tyney.. at the oommencom wt» on the 
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Tuesday evening, but were fortunately got off during the night and 
the next morning. About four o'clock in the afbemoon of Wed* 
nesday, a valuable horse belonging to Messrs. Robert and William 
Wheatley, cart-owners, Newcastle, was lost by falling over the 
Quay, opposite to the Custom-house, while attached to a cart. 
The tide at this time had extended considerably over the Quay^ 
and to keep some iron (in progress of delivery) dry, the cart had 
been backed close to the vessel, which either from Uie force of the 
current, or the pressure of the cart, (containing 22 bundles of hoop 
iron) sheered off from the Quay, and the cart and the horse were 
precipitated into the river between the Quay and the vessel, where 
the poor animal struggled about ten minutes, during which time 
every effort was made for his release, but without success. The 
whole of the scaffolding put up for the landing of stones to be used 
in erecting the south abutments of Scotswood bridge, over the 
Tjrne, was carried away, and the timber dispersed over the adja- 
cent fields. Some pieces reached Swalwell, Dunston, &c^ and 
even got as far inland as the turnpike road on that side of the 
water. The communicating gangway from the north pier to the 
piling scaMd, was also entirely driven down, and the scaffolding 
itself so materially damaged and shifted from its level, that the 
whole was obliged to be taken down. The men employed in the 
erection of the bridge, had some very narrow escapes whilst en* 
gaged in picking up the floating raflers. The flood made a breach 
in every part of the line of r(wd reaching from the south pier to 
Blaydon, being all embankment and not finished, which m that 
eariy state of the work was very considerable. Several sheep and 
one or two asses, were said to have floated down the Derwent, a 
small tributary stream running through Swalwell, but which on 
this occasion, rushed down with astonishing strength and rapidity. 
By this alarming visitation, Mr. Thomas Potts, a farmer, of New- 
bum, lost a bay mare and a fine young horse. He was attempting 
to ford the river with a cart, a short way from his own residence* 
but the rush of water increasing at the moment, the animals were 
carried off their feet, and Mr. Potts thrown into the stream ; his 
progress was fortunately stopped by the whirling of an eddy round 
a quay near his farm, from whence his barnman succeeded in res- 
cumg him, though in a very exhausted condition. Some cattle 
belonging to Mr. Ramsay, on Derwent-haugh, were in great dan* 
ger during the Wednesday — a danger that became no less imnu- 
nent to the men employed to turn them off, before they could be 
brought to swim for that purpose. A keel that was taking the 
turn of the river, between Stella and Lemington, was driven with 
great force on the eastern bank; and most of the houses en 
both sides of the river, had tlieir lower apartments flooded, and 
parts of their furniture either damaged or destroyed : a desk-bed 
was caught by a keelman named Curry, at Blaydon. An old 
woman was said to have been drowned near Wylam. There had 
not been so high a flood in the Tyne since December 80th, 1815, 
though its effects were comparatively trifling. As stated before^ 
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the river Tees rose to an unusual height; at Bamardcastle it 
flooded man^ of the houses* {>articu]ar^ at Bridgegate, where 
during the night it swept away furniture, clothes, &Cn from the 
inhabitants. The new bridge, building across the river at Whorl- 
ton, was entirely carried away, to the ruin of the unfortunate 
builders. See June 9th, 1829. At Hexham, the whole of Tyne- 
green was overflown, and the lower rooms of many houses were 
under water. But deplorable as the effects of the storm were in- 
land, they were trivial compared with the devastation on the coast. 
During the Tuesday, above one hundred and fifty light colliers 
had arrived safely in Sunderland harbour, and several sailed again 
loaden, with a fine north-west wind and a smooth sea ; but during 
the night, the wind having shifted to the north east, a most tre- 
mendous sea came on, and morning presented one of the most 
awful spectacles witnessed there for many years. Day-light dis- 
covered four vessels lying on their broadsides on the south rocks, 
and by three o'clock p. m^ there were fifteen vessels on shore and 
wrecked between the south pier and Hendon. About four o'clock, 
the Eleanor, of Monkwearmouth, which had sailed the day before 
for the northward, in putting back, sunk off the mouth of the har- 
bour, and all on board perished, consisting of a father and son 
named Hills, and two seamen, in sight of some thousands of specta- 
tors, unable to render the slightest assistance. The brig Thos. Fen- 
wick, of Shields, sunk in deep water off Sunderland, after having 
been abandoned by her crew. The William and Clio, of Sunder- 
land, with four other vessels, went on shore on Stranton sands, near 
Hartlepool. The sea was heavier at Blyth, than had been known 
for upwards of twenty years ; however, it did but partial damage, 
although at one time, the houses at Cowpen quay were nearly in- 
undated by the dyke giving way. A small vessel, laden with corn, 
&c.y strucK on the rocks near Aiarsden, between Shields and Sun- 
derland ; she went to pieces, and all on board consisting of eight 
persons perished. They were seen to suffer by some pilots, who 
were not able to render them any assistance. 

1829^ Oct I4tj. — The new church in St. John Street, Bishopwear- 
mouth, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, with the 
usual formalities. The hon. and rev. Dr. Wellesley preached the 
consecration sermon from Mark,xvith. chap., 15th ver. Immediately 
after the above ceremony, the bishop consecrated a plot of ground 
that had been added to the burial ground adjoining the National 
school, Bishopwearmouth. 

October 16. — The commissioners for enquiring concerning pub- 
lic charities arrived in Newcastle, and commenced their labours at 
the Queen's Head inn, in Pilgrim-street. Invitation by public ad- 
vertisement had been previously given to all persons who could 
communicate information on the subjects of their enquiry. 

October 16. — About four o'clock on the morning, an alarming 
fire broke out in the stack-yard of Low Angerton East Farm, near 
Morpeth, occupied by Mr. William Lumsden, which in a short 
time completely destroyed ten stacks of wheat, eight of oats, one 
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of barley, and three of hay, the whole crop of the fiuml TbiB c** 
Jamity was luppoMd to have originated in a stack of old-land h^ 
which appewed to be much heated, and was observed smoking ywj 
much th« preceding day. The fire waa discovered by people at « 
distance, who hastened to the spot and found the mmily adeepk^ 
Within an hour every stack in the yard was in flames, tt^ether 
with the horse-house and outaide works of the thrashing machim^ 
and the dreadful appearance of the fire at thb time threatened 
the destruction ttf the whole of the premises ; but by the gnUb 



exertions of the neighbours, the dwelling-house and other buildiB^ 
were preserved. Great damage was also sustained by the baa^ 
removal of the furniture, &c., no part of the property was iDsurecL 



The alarm created in the neighbourhood waa very great, and peiMil* 
came to assist from all quarters, many of whom continued carrying 
water and otherwise assisting, from five o'clock on the morning till 
eight o'clock at night. 

1829 (Oct, 17;._The foundation of the MuMC-haU in Blackett- 
street, Newcastle, was laid. It ii the property of Mr. Richard 
Grainger, builder. 



October 18. — This day (Sunday) the first interment took place 
tt the "Wkstbate Hill General Ceheteri." The ^ve 
which was about ten feet deep, was for the mortal remams qf 
Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Joseph Angus, who tUed on die 13th at 
Forth -terrace, in Newcastle. The Kev. Richard Pengilly, (miai%- 
ter of the Baptist chapel, on the Tuthill-stairs, Newcastle,) addrea- 
ed the numerous epectators on the solemn occasion of their havi^ 
been brought together, and also on the neceuity of purchasing thi* 

3iot of ground as a public depository of the dead. On the coa? 
usion of Mr. Pengilly's address, the Rev. G. Sample, closed the 
service with prayer. The ground which had been purcliased of 
John Hodgson, esq., of Elswick, upon very liberal terms, consiatf 
of three acres of land at the Westgate, bemg the angle formed b^ 
the Carlisle -road, and Elswick-lane. This cemetery is laid out in 
an ornamental manner after the models of the celebrated dmetiirt 
dtf pert bt ChaUo, at Paria, and the lately formed cemeteries t/t 
Hftachest«r aod Uverpool. In this place of interment, there arc 
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no restrictions as to rites and cereraonies, these are left entirely to 
the pleasure of surviving friends. The ground bad not been eon- , 
secnUed previous to interment, as the dissenters, with whom this 
i2ew burial ground originated, consider the ceremony as quite un- 
necessary. The preceding wood cut shews the ground plan. 

1829 fOct. 19 J. — The new chapel at Ferry hill, in the county of 
Durham, was consecrated by the lord bishop of Durham, and cal- 
led St. Luke's chapel. His lordship arrived at eleven o'clock, at 
the house of Mr. Arrowsmith, whence, after having robed, he pro- 
ceeded attended by his chaplains, &c-, to perform the solemn cere- 
mony, at the conclusion of which, prayers were read by the rev. 
Thomas Ebdon, vicar of Merrington, in whose parish the chapel is 
situated. The right rev. prelate then preached an excellent ser- 
mon from Matthew, chap. xiii. verses 16 and 17. After the cere- 
mony was over, the bishop proceeded to Mainsforth, the hospitable 
mansion of Robert Surtees, esq., where an elegant cold collation 
awaited his lordship's arrival. This chapel, which is a plain struc- 
ture, was built by subscriptions from the bishop of Durham, the 
rev. the dean of Durham, the dean and chapter of Durham, Lord' 
Crewe's trustees, the district diocesan committee for building and 
enlarging churches and chapels, the incorporated society for the 
enlargement and building of churches and chapels. Sir Robert 
Eden, and a few smaller subscriptions. There is no endowment 
nor emolument of any sort. The curate of Merrington does duty 
and preaches here every Sunday evening. The design of the 
chapel was by Bonomi. There was an ancient chapel at Ferryhill^ 
before the dissolution, dedicated to St. Ebbe, and a cell of two or 
three monks from Durham. They had a swannery where the 
morass now is, betwixt Thrislington, Ferrywood, and Mains* 
forth. 

October 24. — The elegant new church at the Barras-bridge, 
Newcastle, having been brought to its height, the last corner stone 
was laid by John Clayton, esq., accompanied by Mr. John Dobson, 
the architect, and some friends, on which occasioh the bells of St. 
Andrew's church, rang several merry peals. The foundation stone 
of this chapel was laid on the 27th of May, 1828, without a public 
ceremony. For the consecration of this chapel. See October 19M, 
1830. 

October 24 and 26. — The skeleton remains of two human bodies 
were found in a part of the premises in Low Friar-street, New- 
castle, occupied by Mr. Jonathan Priestman, tanner, by the work- 
men employed in forming recesses for some new pits in the back 
part of his tan-yard. They were embedded in a stratum of clay, 
which had the usual loamy covering, about 4^ feet from the sur- 
face. When discovered all their parts were connected, but on ex- 
posure to the air a considerable portion crumbled and separated 
into atoms. Not a vestige of any thing like a coffin was found. 
Vulgar opinion immediately declared them to be the bodies of 
murdered persons, but this is extremely unlikely, for they both lay 
east and west in the manner of the present mode of intermenty and 
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in the same straight position. The contiguity of this place to the 
monastery of the Black-friars, confirms the supposition that it had 
been a burial place in monastic times. 

1889 fOcL21), — The Stockton and Darlington railway company^ 
opened the new branch of the railroad, from Darlington to Cron. 
A liberal invitation to the neighbouring gentlemen having been 
given by the company, numerous coaches drawn by one horse each 
and crowded with thirty to fifty passengers on each coach, as well 
as carrying many appropriate banners had an imposing effect. 
These coaches were followed by a train of waggons, laden with coals 
from every different mine, for the supply of the North Riding of 
Yorkshire. The procession was truly mteresting. 

November 4.^--A fire broke out at the Red-house farm, near 
Monkwearmouth, occupied by Mr. Rennison, which in a short time 
consumed the whole of the outbuildings, and a great quantity of 
com. 

November 9. — The new road formed by the marquis of London- 
derry, from Seaham harbour, was opened. It is nearly a mile and 
a half in length, and joins the Sunderland and Stockton turnpike 
road immediately opposite the Mill inn, near to Seaham-lodge. It 
afibrds an easy access to the new town and harbour. 

November 18. — Died, at North Shields, Mrs. Ann Drybourg, 
aged 100 years. 

November 19. — A meeting of a number of the principal mer- 
chants, &c., of Newcastle, was held at the Turk's Head inn, Geo. 
Shadforth, esq., mayor, in the chair, to consider of the necessary 
preliminary arrangements best calculated to promote the formation 
of an East India Association in that town. The meeting was ad- 
dressed by Mr. Buckingham, at considerable length, who concluded 
by recommending that a requisition signed by the company pre- 
sent, should be presented to the mayor, requesting him to call a 
public meeting at his convenience, in order to consider the pro- 
priety of forming an association, which might report the sense of 
this part of the country on the important question of renewing the 
East India Company's charter, when it came to be agitated in the 
ensuing session of parliament. A requisition to that effect, on the 
motion of James Losh, esq., seconded by George Forster, esq.^ 
was then adopted and most respectably signed. The mayor ap- 
pointed the meeting to be held in the Guildhall, on Tuesday the 
first of December. A meeting took place accordingly, which was 
attended by a numerous body of the most respectable merchants 
of the town and neighbourhood, George Shadforth, esq., mayor, in 
the chair. James Losh, esq., in a speech of great length and bril- 
liancy, pointed out the advantages that would accrue to this coun- 
try if a free trade with India and China were permitted. He de- 
precated the policy of the East India Company, who not only did 
not put a check upon the barbarous superstitions of the Hindoos, 
but actually made a profit of them, and far from labouring to en- 
lighten and educate the vast population under their controul, from 
a narrow-minded jealousy, conceived that their empire was ouly to 
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be perpetuated by keeptng them in ignorance. Mr. Buckingham 
alto addressed the meeting, as did also Mr. William Armstrong* 
The various resolutions were then proposed and seconded, and an 
association was formed under the tiue of ^< The Newcastle East In- 
dia Association." The fifly-nine gentlemen who signed the requi- 
sition to the major for convening the meeting, constituted the 
eommittee. 

1829 fJNhv. 21^.— A meeting of the inhabitants of North and 
South Shields, was held at the George Tavern, North Shidds» 
Robert Spence, esq., in the chair, when an association was formed 
10 be called, ** The Shields East India Association," for the purpose 
of opposing the renewal of the East India Company's charter. 

IfovenUfer 22. — ^Died, at his house on the New-road, Newcastle, 
Mr. Thomas Coulthard, brewer, aged 50 years* He was unques- 
tionably the heaviest man in the district, and his co&n was in all 
probability the largest ever seen in Newcastle. It was made in the 
is^orkshop of Mr. Thomas Sopwith, and its stupendous dimensions 
4BKcited great astonishment in the numeroiM persons who were at- 
tracted by curiosity to see it. It contained upwards of 100 square 
feet of otdc, and in bulk amounted to about 40 cubic feet. The 
external dimensions were the more extraordinary, as not including 
flpiaoe for any inner shell or leaden coffin, but barely for the body, 
tney were as follows : — Length 6 feet 7k inches, breadth at the 
bead 2 feet II indies, ditto at the shoulders 3 feet 5 inches, ditto 
•irt the feet, 2 feet 8 inches, depth 2 feet 4^ inches. He was inter- 
Wd in the burial ground of St Ann's chapel, on the 24th of Novem- 
%cir ; an immense concourse of people assembled to witness the 
ceremony. 

November 26. — A large temporary building erected in the Nuns' 
^Id, Newcastle, was opened by Mr. Ducrow, as an amphitheatre, 
to which his most chaste and classical performances and the won- 
derful feats of his beautiful stud of horses, attracted great crowds 
«very evening. 

Same day, a meeting of the principal gentry of Newcastle, 
and Northumberland, was held in the Assembly-rooms, Newcastle, 
^hen it was determined to establish a club on the plan of the ckib 
houses in London, to be called << The Northern Counties Club." 

December 2. — A public meeting, to form an East India Associa- 
tion, was held in the Assembly-rooms, Sunderland, in pursuance 
•of a requisition to the magistrates, signed by sixty-five ship-owners 
«nd merchants of Sunderland. Bernard Ogden, esq., was called to 
tfie chair, and several gentlemen having addressed the meeting, 
'W^ch was very numerously attended, an East India Association 
was unanimously agreed to. A vote of thanks was carried by ac- 
clamation to Mr. Buckingham, and that gentleman returned thanks 
in a very animated speech, which was received with great applause. 

JDeoemberS, — A numerous and highly respectable meeting of 
iiie subscribers and friends to the ^ W£st6Ate Hill Cemetery," 
mm hcAd. «t the Crown and Thistle inn, Newcastle, James Losh, 
%«|^ im Ihf diair. A report of the proceedings of the buildii^ 
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committee waa read by the aecnUay, the Hev. H. PeugUly, bj 
which it appeared that sufficient progress had been made in ths 
work to enable the trustees to open the ground as a place of io- 
tennent. Mr. Bruce moved a resolution approving of the conduct 
of the building committee, which being seconded hy Mr. Beau- 
mont, was carried unanimously. Mr. John Fenwick) in moring the 
appointment of an additional trustee, to<^ occasion to congratulate 
the meeting on Newcastle now posaeBsing a cemetery, which was not 
only highly creditable to the town, but which would have a most 
humanizing effect on the population. He thought that the re- 
minder -of the purchase money of the ground should be imme- 
diately paid, that the place should be hghted with gas — it wai 
admiiably capable of this sort of defence, which he considered as 
being more secure and more to be relied on than the ample wall* 
and formidable railing that already surrounded the ground, that 
the duq)el and sexton s house should be erected, and mat the lao4 
tax should be redeemed. He remarked that this was important, 
as many gentlemen had been induced to increase their shares with 
a. view to their having the power to express an opinion of the fit> 
nesB or unfitness of any candidate to represent the county of 
Northumberland in parliament, and it was desirsble that the voters 
in right of this ground should have the stumbling block of the land 
tax schedule talen out of their way, whenever they should coma 
to the poll. He thought that £],00O. more would fully accomplish 
all those purposes, and as many of the friends of the measure had 
objected to the trustees borrowing money, if any gentlemen would 
increase the number of their shares the money might at once be 
raised without resorting to that expedient. He conduded by ur^ 
ing on the gentlemen present to enlarge the number of the shares 
taken by them. £400. was subscribMl in the room, to which • 
considerable sum was afterwards added. 

1B29 (Dee. 3y.— An unfortunate accident happened at WiUing- 
ton colliery, near Newcastle, by which four men lost their lives by an 
ex|jlosion accompanied by a rush of water from some old workings. 
HE clock ftce on the north side of St. 
Nicholas' church, facing the wheat maT> 
ket, in Newcastle, was at five o'clock in 
the evening of December 5th, first light- 
ed with gas. It is a simple but ingeni- 
ous piece of mechanism, by which a 
semi-transparent plate of glass, forming 
the dial, is illuminated at any given tjmi. 
The wheel used for this purpose runs in 
the hour wheel of the clock, but having 
twice the number of teeth that the latter 
has, it by that means acquires the necessary revolution of once 
only in twenty-four hours ; then, having as many pins attached to 
it ( fM their number is regulated at pleasure^ as there are hours to 
elapse between the times of putting out and relighting the dial, 
tliey bear up a lever, a> they revolve (tan hour to hour, which 



270 HISTORICAL REGISTER OP [A.D. 1829. 

keeps the cock of the gas-pipe closed ; until all of them getting 
past, and the point of the lever having no more pins to strike upoD, 
It of course descends, turns the cock, and (a little gas being left 
ienited throughout the day, by means of a pin-hole bored through 
the stop cock for the purpose), there immediately becomes a full 
flame at any period previously calculated on. Mr. Paine, of Lon- 
don, is the patentee of this useful and interesting contrivance. It 
was executed at the expense of the corporation of Newcastle, on 
the puUic spirited conduct of which body it reflects considerable 
credit. It forms a very interesting object on a dark night. The 
dial, which is glass, is eight feet in diameter, being about two feet 
larger than that on the south ; the numerals are fifteen inches in 
length, and may be distinctly seen at a great distance. When first 
lighted, an immense concourse of people assembled to witness it, 
and the bells of the church were rung on the occasion. The orna- 
mented initial is a view of the west door of this structure, and part 
of the interior. 

1829 (Dtc, SJ, — During the night, as Ralph Haswell, engineman, 
was guarding the rope at Winter's-lane en^ne, on the Hetton 
Company's railway, he by some means slipt nis foot, and came in 
contact with the drum on which the rope is wound, when the first 
turn of the rope passed over his right arm, and the next turn over 
his right foot. In this awful situation he had to remain for a con- 
siderable time, till at length another workman came to his assist- 
ance and stopped the engine, but not before nearly 400 fathoms of 
rope were wound over his arms and legs I Fortunately the rope 
never passed over his head, or he must have been crushed to death. 
Upwards of an hour elapsed before he could be extricated, and 
what was astonishing he was not much hurt, excepting his right 
arm, which was a good deal crushed. 

December 19. — About nine o'clock at night, a pitman named 
Joseph Gardner, was found in the centre of a large water wheel 
attached to the mustard manufactory, in Pandon-dean, New- 
castle, in a very perilous situation. Mrs. Hedley, who resided on 
the premises, thinking she heard a noise in the mill, took a light 
and proceeded to the spot ; on asking if any one were there, a faint 
voice replied, << Yes, I m in the wheel." Assistance was immedi- 
ately procured, and the poor fellow was dragged out with ereat 
difficulty, through the machinery, dripping with wet, and leav- 
ing his hat and one of his shoes in the dam, which were got 
out the next morning. His situation was truly dangerous ; for had 
the wheel once turned round, which the weight of his body on 
either side would have efiected, he must have fallen into the dam 
beneath, containing five or six feet depth of water, or had he re- 
mained much longer exposed to the wet and cold, it was likely he 
would have perished, as he was very much exhausted when found. 
He had been drinking at the Head of the Side, and went home to 
supper with a man and a woman ; they were in another house, but 
he could not tell where : he had had IS or 14 shillings, but only two- 
pence when found. He could not tell how he got into the wheel. 
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1829 (Dec. 20^ Died, in the city of Durham, Elizabeth 

Maughan, aged 100 years. 

December 26. — An excellently finished and beautiful vessel called 
the '* GeorgeGreen," was launched from the dock-yard of Messrs. W* 
Smith and Co., of St. Peter's, North-shore, near Newcastle, intend- 
ed for the East India trade, and principally for passengers, her in-> 
terior being fitted up with unusual neatness and elegance. She 
was built in the frigate style, and for the convenience of her pas- 
sengers, the ports, which were thirteen in number on each side, 
had each a patent light in the centre, which hauled up for the ad- 
mission of air into the cabins and lower deck ; she was also fitted 
with a double tier of windows in the stem and quarter galleries. Her 
extreme length was 135 feet, and admeasured 586 register tons. 
Some beautifully carved work on the stem represented the armorial 
bearings of the gentleman whose name she bore ; her cutwater waa 
also surmounted by a bust of the same individual. She was the 
finest merchantman ever constructed in that port, and was consi- 
dered by scientific men to equal any London-built vessel. The 
ceremony of naming having been performed by Frederick Green, 
esq., at K>ur o'clock the vessel was launched in the most imposing 
style, amidst the loud cheers of the assembled spectators, and a 
salute of cannon. Notwithstanding the inclement season, numbers 
went from a considerable distance to witness the launch. This 
beautiful vessel was totally lost on the SOth of January, 1830, on 
Hasbro' sand, on her passage from, the Tyne to London. See Feh- 
ruary 28M, 1831. 

December, — Eight new bells arrived at Sunderland, from London, 
for Sunderland church, two of them were a present from the rector 
Dr. Wellesley. They were mne for the first time on New Years' 
eve, by the Gateshead union society of change ringers. The bells 
were justly admired for their beautiful tone. The tenor bell 
weighed 14 cwt. 

1830 (Jan. 15^.— A large party of the magistrates of the county 
of Northumberland, the high and under sheriff, several gentlemen 
of the bar, officers of the court, and other professional gentlemen, 
dined together at the Assembly Rooms in Newcastle, for the pur- 
pose of presenting to Thomas Clennell, esq., the late chairman of 
the county, a splendid and richly workea and omamented silver 
candelabrum, on a tripod pedestal, supported on three highly orna- 
mented feet of the Roman character. On one side, was me fol- 
lowing inscription : — « To Thomas Clennell, of Harbottle castle, 
esq., from the Gustos Rotulorum, and the Justices of the Peace^ 
the Officers and Legal Practitioners of the Court of Quarter Ses- 
sions of the County of Northumberland, in Memorial of his long, 
zealous, and efficient Services as Chairman, 1829." On another 
side was Mr. Clennell's arms, and on the third side the arms of 
the county of Northumberland, with the motto, << Libertas et 
Natale Solum." The pillar was highly enriched in the same style 
of ornament as the pedestal, termmating in six bracket branches 
and a centre light It was presented by Charles William Bigge, 
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esq., who had been elected January 15th, 1829, to succeed Mr. 
Clennell as chairman of the county. The value of it was said ta 
be 250 guineas. It was manufactured by Messrs. Runddl and 
Bridge, of London. 

1880 fjan. 2SJ. — Between ten and eleven o'clock at night a most 
destructive fire broke out in the extensive coach-manufaotory of 
Mr. J. L. Angas, in Angas' Court, Bigg Market, Newcastle, which 
entirely destroyed the sarae» with the greatest part of the contents 
even before the fire engines could arrive. The fire, which was 
first seen to issue from sbove Mr. Angas' counting-house, was not 
got under till near four o'clock on the following morning (Friday). 
The fire soon extended to the houses in the court on the side of 
St. John's Lane, and three of them to the bare walls were destroy- 
ed, and also several workshops in the Fighting Cocks' yard on the 
apposite side of the court. The immense fioor-cloth manufactory 
of Mr. Hardcastle, which towered above the houses on the west 
side of St. John's Lane, also soon caught fire in the roof, but fbrtu- 
nately, by the exertions of the firemen and others, it was exttn-% 
guished without extending downwards, or the whole square of 
buildings from the Nunsgate to the Assembly Rooms must have 
shared its fate. The windows of the houses on the west side of 
St. John's Lane caught fire by the heat firom the burning mass on 
the opposite side, but by driving out the frames, and the playing oi 
die engines upon them, they were saved from total detraction. As 
most of the neighbours were in hed when the fire was discovered, 
much distress occurred in their escape ; several were in their night 
ck>thes only, though the frost was very severe. The whole of Mr. 
Angas' stock, with the exception of a few carriages, got out of the 
yard, was destroyed. His workmen lost tools to the value of 100 
ffuineas. William Jones and his son, John Harrison, and John Wil« 
kinson, were among the greatest sufferers. Mr. Samuel Stokoe, who 
had a wine and spirit cellar in St. John's Lane, received damage 
•ne way or other to the extent of nearly £300., but he was for- 
tunately insured in the Newcastle Fire Ofiice for £1,000. When 
Mr. Stokoe first arrived on the spot, he found a sang of fellows who 
had broken into his premises, dnnking out of tubs which were filled 
out of the rum vat, and bottles firom which they had broken the necks. 
He was laughed at when he attempted to stop their proceedings, 
and assailed with the most abusive language. One reeling wretch 
actually swore that he was Mr. Stokoe, and another with equal 
audacity personated his man I At twelve o'clock the fire had reachT 
ed the wine cellar, but the Newcastle engine, and the engine from 
the barracks arrested the progress of the fire in Mr. Stokoe's eel* 
lar. A house at the back of the buildings on the east side of Sl 
John's Lane, near the church, occupied by Ralph Tully, a labourer, 
who had a wife and six children, was almost wholly demolished, Tully 
saving nothing but a few old chairs. Another house about the 
centre of the lane on the east side, which had portions of Mr. 
Angas' manufiictory at either end, and at the back, suffered severely, 
ftmi being a nummusly^taiianted dwelling, the confusion and dismay 
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were proportionably great. Of these tenants, George Sayers, a 
a basket-maker, with a wife and four children (the wife about to 
lie in again ^, lost all he had ; John Dixon, baker, whose wife was in 
a similar condition, saved only a few trifling articles ; Robert Easton^ 
tailor, and his sister, a straw hat-maker, suffered to a great amount^ 
in clothes, straw plait, and furniture ; Thomas Jenkins, dyer, lost 
all but a few clothes and part of a bed ; as likewise did Joseph 
Atkinson, a blacksmith, whose wife, with her two children in hef 
arms, were in the streets above an hour almost in a state of nudity ; 
Andrew Mather, blacksmith, and Henry Wylie, smoke doctOTy lost 
nearly all they possessed. In Angas' Court, Mr. Boyd, a super^^ 
visor of the excise, lost part of his furniture, and had a great deal 
broken ; his son had two leaders of his foot cut across, and when 
returning from Mr. Moore's, surgeon, where he got his wound dress* 
ed, stopped a man making off with his boots and two or three pairs 
of his shoes ; Mr. Carter, tailor, lost a feather bed and various 
other articles, including cloth, clothes, &c. Mr. Roberts, corae-» 
dian, who lodged with Mr. Carter, had several theatrical manuscripts 
and books destroyed. Mr. Hogg, hatter, suffered damage to the 
amount of £10. in his warehouse in the Fighting Cocks' yard. Mr« 
Charles Wallace, joiner and cabinet-maker, whose workshop was in 
great danger in the same yard, had many tools, mahogany veneers^ 
Spanish curls, &c., taken atvay or broken ; in all he lost not less 
than £35. worth of stuff. Several other individuals suffered, though 
in an inferior degree. None of the above mentioned persons, ex- 
cepting Messrs. Angas and Stokoe were insured. It was owing td 
^e intrepidity of Abraham Wilson, a paviour, that the pipe of one 
of the engines reached the roof of Mr. Hardcastle's floor-cloth ma« 
nufactory. Wilson broke through the roof of a dwelling-house on 
the west side of St. John's Lane, and succeeded in placing a flre^ 
man upon it, so that the latter was enabled to play on the building ; 
but the preservation of that stupendous building was attributed to 
the unwearied exertions of Thomas Falcus and William Mills, two 
of Mr. Hardcastle's workmen, who succeeded in reaching the roof 
from the interior of the manufactory, and, aided by a number of 
their friends, and a plentiful supply of water from a large reservoif 
in the premises, they succeeded in checking and eventually ex^ 
tinguishing the flames without any very serious injury having been 
sustained, except in the partial destruction of that part of the roof 
which was actually on fire. A conflagration so direful in its conse-^ 
quences, had, it was supposed, never before occurred in Newcastle* 
The lohy and beautiful steeple of St. Nicholas' church being illumi* 
nated by the flames, had a most enchanting appearance. There 
was a subscription for the poor sufferers by this fire. As there had 
been such dreadful plundering during this calamity, the houses of 
various suspicious characters were afterwards searched, and several 
of the purloined goods were found. At the Spring Assizes, in 
March, Elizabeth Smith, aged 29 years, Jane Craggs, and Richard 
Beecher, aged 21 years, were each sentenced to be transported 
ibr 14 yearSi for steeling beddhig, dothes^ ACi at this firew 

VOL. II. N n 
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1830 (Ff^. 23^. — An inquest was held before Edward Hemslej, 
esq., coroner for Newcastle, on the body of a female child about five 
months old, name unknown. It appeared that the child had been 
left about eight o'clock the preceding evening, on the outer step of 
a house in the Salt Entry, in the Close, near the Bridge-end, fully 
dressed, and having also on a lilac speckled cloak and brown beaver 
hat, nearly new, with a bundle containing an abundance of excel- 
lent child's cloUiing, worth not less than £4. on one side of it, and 
a basket containing food and a child's tin pot with the name Ann 
upon it on the other. There was also a letter found in the bundle, 
«f which the following is a copy, viz. : — " When you get this little 
girl its unfurtnate mother will be no more deserted by an it 
mhuame father I had nothing lefl to suport it with oh do not 
forsak it and may the blesing of the alimighy showr down 
his choicest bleasings upon you is the Preaer of its unfurntate 
Mother." It was a remarkably fine child, and when found, was 
Bufiering under violent convulsive fits, brought on by being exposed 
to the weather. Mr. Hosegood, surgeon, was called in, and gave 
it every assistance : it lingered until six o'clock the following morn- 
ing, and then died. The jury returned a verdict of " Natural Dectth 
under violent convulsive Jits.** The child's name was supposed to 
be Ann Wilkinson. 

March 8. — The opening out of an Egyptian mummy took place 
at the lecture-room of the Literary and Philosophical Society of 
Newcastle. The mummy, a female, brought from Egypt by Baron 
Denon, was presented to the Society by John Bowes Wright, esq., 
who purchased it at the Baron's sale in Paris. It was opened by 
Messrs. Greenhow, Baird, and Fife, surgeons. The quantity of 
Kankeen coloured cloth in which it was enveloped weighed no less 
than 501b. 6oz. It took two hours to denude the body, which, when 
exposed and dissected, was found in a remarkably perfect state ; 
the hair upon the head was long and perfect, of a reddish tinge, but 
become grey, the teeth were white and perfect, the breasts were 
large and pendulous, reaching almost down to the spurious ribs. 
The colour of the mummy was a sepia brown, it was contained in 
two cases, apparently of sycamore wood, above two inches thick, 
divided into equal portions, and in a state of considerable preser- 
vation. This mummy, in its denuded state, is in a glass case, and 
placed in the gallery of the library-room of the Literary and Phi- 
losophical Society. 

March 9. — The Rev. R. Wasney, A. M., preached his last ser- 
mon at St. Thomas' chapel, north end of Tyne-bridge, Newcastle, 
previous to the removal of that ancient structure, to widen the en- 
trance to the town. The corporation of the Trinity-house very 
handsomely offered to accommodate the congregation with their 
chapel, until the new church at the Barras-bridge could be got ready. 

March 15 — An alarming fire took place in a thatched two story 
dwelling-house, situated at the west end of Tweedmouth, which 
occasioned the loss of two lives. One of the sufiercrs was Ann 
Aitchinson, 93 years of age> a rag woman, and in whose house 
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the fire originated ; the other was Alexander Tindil, 80 years of 
age, who resided alone in a room above that of Aitchinson^s ; he 
could not be roused, and was very soon enveloped in the flames* 
The other occupants, twelve in number, escaped with their lives* 
but lost every thing they possessed. A subscription was entered 
into for their relief, having been reduced to a most deplorable 
state of destitution. 

1830 (March 19^ — Died, at Chester-le-Street, Mrs. Ann Wat- 
son, widow, aged 101 years. 

April 18. — Died, at Bishopwearmouth Pans, Francis Donkin, 
keelman, aged upwards of 1Q4 years. 

April 20. — A new fish-market, at Alnwick, erected at the ex- 
pense of his grace the duke of Northumberland, was opened on the 
above day, it being the anniversary of his grace's birth. 

AprU 26. — The old chapel of St. Thomas a Becket, at the north 
end of Tyne-bridge, Newcastle, was commenced being pulled down, 
and on the 21st of June were commenced being erected on its site, 
a range of stone buildings, consisting of shops and apartments above 
them. These erections ought in justice to be called St. Thomas' 
Buildings which would perpetuate the site whereon stood the ancient 
chapel dedicated to that assassinated prelate. These buildings, 
which are placed 17^ feet back from the line of the front of the old 
chapel, have made a great improvement in the turn from the bridge 
to the Sandhill, which before was inconveniently narrow and ex- 
tremely dangerous to passengers. 

April 28. — A petition to the king from Mr. Thomas Drummond, 
pitman, of Painsher, claiming the titles and dignities of the earl of 
i'erth, in Scotland, which were forfeited by the attainder of his 

frandfather, James Drummond, commonly called the " duke of 
^erth," for having joined in the rebellion in Scotland in the year 
1745, was by virtue of his majesty's order of reference, presented to 
the house of lords, and was referred by their lordships to a com- 
mittee of privileges. The circumstances attending the claim of 
iK\% poor pitman were said to be of a nature more interesting than * 
any hitherto brought before the public. See June 20M, 1831. 

May 1. — A large party of gentlemen, including a portion of 
the committee of management of the Stockton and Darlington 
railway company, a number of proprietors, the chief clerk, secretary, 
and other officers of the company, and several other individuals, set 
off from Darlington, in several railway coaches, carrying flags with 
af^propriate mottoes and devices, to open the Haggar Leazes 
Branch, which diverges from the trunk of the railway at West 
Auckland, and extends westward to Cockfield Fell, and thence in' 
the direction of Butterknowl colliery, in all a distance of five miles. 
The party were met at the foot of the inclined plane, near to West 
Auckland, a little before eleven o'clock, by Mr. Storey, the chief 
engineer of the company, and a considerable body of spectators, who 
had assembled to greet them on their arrival. The West Auckland 
band of music, seated in waggons provided for their convenience, 
having joined them, and a procession having been formed, it moved 
forward at a brisk pace. On entering upon the branchy the band 
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'struck up ** God save the Exng^* and the populace, at that time still 
further augmented, gave three hearty cheers. Several ladies hav** 
ing, afler a short delay, joined the procession, the word to advance 
was again given, and the whole body of carriages and people pro- 
ceeded up the railway to the point of destination. The weather 
being extremely favourable, the number of spectators continued 
gradually to increase until they amounted to between 2,000 and 
8,000. This branch was finally completed and opened with great 
ecldty October the 3d, 1830. 

\^(S (May 14^. — The foundation stone of a chapel for the use 
of the Unitarian Christians, was laid in Bridge-street, Bishopwearv 
mouth, by the Rev. William Turner, of Hanover-square chapel, 
Newcastle. Mr. Turner delivered an address on the occasion to 
the persons assembled to witness the ceremony. 

Same day, died, in South-street, in the city of Durham, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hodgson, aged 102 years. 

May 15. — At the distribution of prizes at the conclusion of the 
medical session of the university of London, which took place on 
the above day, in the lower south Theatre, Sir James Graham, 
bart., in the chair, silver medals were awarded to Mr. Thomas G» 
Wright, of Stockton, for his proficiency in the classes of physiology 
and midwifery, and a certificate of honour in surgery. This young 
man served his apprenticeship with Mr. M'lntyre, surgeon, in 
Newcastle. 

May 19 — This day (Wednesday), and the two following, there 
were horse races on the island called the King*s Meadows, in the 
river Tyne, a little west of Newcastle. Tents were erected on the 
island, and various shows, &c. on the north shore opposite, which 
drew together a vast number of people. There was also a regatta 
upon the river. 

May 24'. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at Win- 
laton, in the county of Durham, by the Rev. J. Curtis, of the Metho- 
dist New Connexion, after which an appropriate discourse was 
delivered to a great number of persons assembled to witness the 
ceremony. 

June 28. — The melancholy intelligence of the death of his late 
majesty king George IV. was received in Newcastle on the morn- 
ing of the above day (Monday), and as early as six o*clock the bells 
of the several churches began to toll minute-time, and continued 
to do so alternate hours throughout the day. The Rag on the 
castle was hoisted half staff high, as were also the colours of the 
several vessels in the river ; most of the shops were closed or par- 
tially so, and the performances at the theatre were discontinued 
for that and the following evening. The flag on the castle retain- 
ed its mournful position until after the interment of his late majesty 
took place. 

Same day, as soon as the melancholy intelligence of his late 
majesty*s demise was known at Sunderland, the flags were hoisted 
half staff high upon the steeples of the churches of Sunderland, 
BishopwearmouUi, and Monkweannouth, and the bells were tolled 
without i»tem{8ei<m until sutttet. The yetada in the hartMur abe 



displayed their colours balf mast high on this moumAil occasion, 
and the theatre was closed. The colours continued in that state 
till the period of his late majesty's interment. At the various other 
towns in Northumberland and Durham, every mournful token of 
respect was shewn on this melancholy occasion 

Same day, died, in the Friars, Newcastle, Mrs. Sarah Clark, aged 
101 years. 

1830 (June SO J, — Being the day appointed by George Shadforth» 
esq., mayor of Newcastle, for the proclamation of his majesty, William 
the Fourth, a troop of the Northumberland and Newcastle volunteer 
cavalry, and a company of the dismounted yeomanry, proceeded to 
the Sandhill shortly aher eleven o'clock, where they formed into 
two lines for the purpose of escorting the civil authorities in the 
procession. At twelve o'clock a royal salute was fired from the 
castle, the bells of the different churches ringing merrily. A de- 
tachment of the artillery, and a troop of the 8d light dragoonsi 
stationed at the barracks, then arrived, and formed in front of the 
local corps. At this period the scene was one of unusual animatioD, 
the day was uncommonly fine, and every window and house top 
which commanded a view of the spot were crowded to excess, and 
the Sandhill, outside the military lines, was one dense mass of 
spectators. The firing of the castle guns having ceased, the right 
worshipful the mayor, accompanied by the recorder, sheriff*, under 
sheriff*, several of the clergy, and a number of the gentlemen of the 
common council came down from the Guildhall to the Sandhill, 
preceded by the flag, mace, and sword of the corporation. The 
trumpet having sounded, the proclamation was read by Mr. Thomas 
Forsyth, the town-marshal, at the conclusion of which the band 
played '< God save the King" and the populace joined in three 
times three cheers. The procession then moved slowly up the 
Side in the following order :— 

Dragoons in double files. 
Itoyal Artillery. 
Dismounted Volunteers in double files. 
^ . Constables. 

^ 5 Free Porters with halberts. 

jj ^ Music 

^.S Seigeants at Mace, 

*8 c Corporation Flag. 

.S 2 sj Two Trumpeters. 




g s 2 Town^marshal with Proclamation. 

Ill Regalia. 

aw> a 2d Officer ) w J Officer 

•J O in command. ) ^^^* ( commanding. 

^ ^ Aldermen. Recorder. _ ^ 

i g Aldermen. Aldermen. B'£ 

c§ Sheriff: g:^ 

.| -9 Under Sheriff. Town Clerk. g B 

► « Cleigy. • a 

Common Councilmen, &c. 

Dismounted Volunteers in double files. 

Volunteer Dmgoons in double files. 

tOif arriving ia St. Nieboias' gquare, fee pieifcimalion was repcAled, 
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as it was afterwards at the White Cross. The retinue then re- 
turned to the Guildhall by Blackett-street, Pilgrim-street, &c^ and 
the civil authorities having withdrawn, the military returned to 
their stations. The bells continued to ring throughout the re* 
mainder of the day, and shortly after seven o'clock in the evening, 
another royal salute was fired nrom the castle. A royal salute was 
also fired from the ordnance stationed at the barracks. In the 
evening the worthy chief magistrate gave a grand dinner at the 
tnansion-house (it being common council day), to the members of 
the council, the members of the chamber of Commerce, the mili- 
tary ofiicers who had taken part in the business of the morning, and 
several private friends. The whole number present was between 
seventy and eighty gentlemen, who all appeared in full mourning. 
After the removal of the cloth, the chairman (Mr. Mayor) rose, 
and requested the company to fill a bumper, adding with much 
emphasis of manner, << To the health of our Most Gracious Sove- 
reign, King William the Fourth — long life to him and pros- 
perity to his reign !" Tliis toast was drunk with great enthusiasm, 
followed by four times four cheers. Many other loyal and appro- 
priate toasts and speeches were given, and shortly after ten o'clock 
the company separated, highly gratified with the hospitality of the 
worthy chief magistrate. His present majesty is a free burgess of 
this town. See vol* t. page 355. A copious account of the death, 
&c., of his late majesty, the proclaiming of King William IV., and 
the proceedings in Newcastle on these occasions, with copies of all 
the bills, circulars, &c., may be had of John Sykes. 

1830 (June 30^. — His present majesty, king William IV. was 
proclaimed in the barrack-yard, at Sunderland, by the officers of 
the depdt of the 80th regiment, and ^ifeu de joie was fired by the 
soldiery. 

Jult/ 3. — Ilis majesty was proclaimed at Sunderland on the above 
day (Saturday), at noon by the magistrates. 

JtUi/ 5. — The ceremony of proclaiming his majesty took place at 
Durham, under the centre of the Piazza in the market-place, at 
one o'clock, by T. Griffith, esq., the under sheriff, accompanied by 
the mayor and aldermen in their robes, with the different trades' 
banners, halberdiers, constables, sheriff's officers, trumpeters, &c. ; 
there were also present the bishop of Bristol, Rev. W. S. Gilly, 
Rev. C. Thorp, prebendaries of Durham, and a great concourse of 
citizens and inhabitants. The proclamation was afterwards read at 
the high side of the market, the procession then moved to the front 
of the county courts, at the head of Old Elvet, where the procla- 
mation was repeated. Similar proceedings took place at all the 
other towns in Northumberland and Durham. 

July 6. — Between four and five o'clock on the morning, a fire 
broke out in the candle manufactory of Messrs. Green and Son, 
Gftteshead. At first the progress of the fiames was very alarming, 
but by speedy assistance they were fortunately subdued, after doing 
damage to the amount of between £200. ana £300. The fire was 
supposed to have originated firom a beam in one of the gable ends, 
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which had a communication with the flue of a furnace. A large 
stock of empty boxes, &c., laid up for winter use in lofls above the 
manufactory, was destroyed, and many candles and other things 
damaged. A quantity of spirits was in the adjoining premises, se- 
parated, however, from the fire, by a massy stone wail. Had the 
names got an entrance there, the destruction must have been im- 
mense, and the danger of the houses in the neighbourhood propor- 
tionably increased. The property was fully insured. 

1880 fJul^ 15 J. — The day appointed for the interment of his 
late majesty king George IV., at Windsor, Newcastle presented an 
appearance of solemnity in strict accordance to the wishes of the 
chief magistrate. The magistracy went in solemn procession to 
St. Nicholas' church, preceded by the regalia covered witli black 
crape. The free-masons and the orangemen went also in proces- 
sion to the same edifice, the former according to the order in their 
circular, "Costume — Black, with black gloves, and regulation 
aprons," and the latter with orange rosettes in their breasts. St. 
Nicholas' church, on this occasion, was crowded to excess, many 
persons having to retire for want of accommodation. The pulpit 
was covered with black cloth, as were also the pews occupied by 
the magistrates. A very elegant escutcheon of the royal arms^ 
with emblems of mortality, was placed in front of the organ gallery, 
the whole having a solemn and imposing appearance. An excel- 
lent sermon, suited to the occasion, was preached by the Rev. John 
Dodd, vicar, from Psalm 97th, verses 1st and 2d. The beautiful 
marble monument and inscription, to the memory of the late Rev. 
John Smith, vicar of Newcastle, which had recently been placed in 
this church, seemed to attract attention. See January 22cf, 1826. 
A procession of odd fellows went to St. John's church, where 
prayers were read. All business was suspended at the Custom- 
house, Literary and Philosophical Society, &x. Various muffled 
peals were rung during the day, the artillery stationed at the bar- 
racks fired minute guns during one hour in the evening, and minute 
guns were fired from the castle for one hour before sunset, when 
the solemnities of the day terminated. Mournful observances of 
this day took place in all the towns and many of the villages in 
Northumberland and Durham. 

Jult/ 27. — A live cattle market was held for the first time, on 
a piece of ground on the west side of the Forth, Newcastle. There 
was a large and choice supply of cattle, and a considerable supply 
of sheep and lambs. The number of the former about 130, and of 
the latter 900. Nearly the whole were sold. This market, which 
is held on the Tuesday in every week, was established by the Cor- 
poration of that town, who very generously announced that no 
charges would be made for pens, &c. 

August 3, — A dreadful explosion of hydrogen gas took place in 
Jarrow colliery, at about twenty minutes before six o'clock on the 
morning, when forty-two men and boys were deprived of life. 
Twenty-one of the men were married, leaving widows and sixty- 
six children. There were one hundred and twenty men in the 
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Ikiine, of whom seventy were in the Bensham seam where the blast 
took place. Ten more were much injured, and two horses were 
killed. It appeared on the inquest that the miners had broken into 
a crack or fissure in the coal, whence the inflammable gas suddenly 
issued, and was ignited by some negligence in the use of the Davy 
lamp, as the mine was well ventilated just before. 

1830 (Aug, 17 J, — Died, at Sunderland, in the Minories, Mrs. 
Ann Erskine, aged 104 years. 

August 21. — The new market, at Sunderland, was opened this 
day (Saturday) to the public, for the sale of butchers' meat, fish, 
poultry, vegetables, &c. &c. The commissioners under the paving 
and lighting act, walked in procession from the commission room 
to the market place, at six o'clock on the morning, when Mr. Caleb 
Wilson briefly addressed the spectators, declaring the market open 
for the sale of the above articles. About forty gentlemen, com- 
missioners and others, dined together in celebration of the event, 
at the Golden Lion inn, on Tuesday the 24th, Sir Cuthbert Sharp 
in the chair. 

August 22. — The new gallery and organ in the Catholic chapel, 
at North Shields, erected at the expense of the pastor, were 
opened, on which occasion several pieces of sacred music, by 
eminent composers, were performed on the organ. Sermons were 
also preached on the morning and in the evening, by the Rev. 
Thomas Gillow, in a very impressive manner. The chapel was 
crowded to excess. At the same time was uncovered, at the altar, 
a large picture of the crucifixion, painted by Ramsay, a composi- 
tion of several figures larger than life, painted with great truth and 
brilliancy of effect. The cost of this picture was defrayed by vo- 
luntary subscriptions, in which Protestants as well as Catholics 
joined. 

August 25 — This day (Wednesday) between twelve and one 
o'clock, arrived in Newcastle, the extraordinary stage performer; 
Miss D*Jeck, the Siamese elephant. Mr. Nicholson, the manager 
of the theatre royal in that town, having entered into engagements 
with Mr. Yates, for the performance of this animal upon the stage, 
it was intended to bring her from Edinburgh, where she had been 
performing, by the Ardincaple steam vessel sailing between Leith 
and Newcastle, but the high sea preventing the vessel from sailing 
in time, the elephant set out from Edinburgh in the evening of th6 
21st on foot, and walked the whole of the way from that city 16 
Newcastle, a distance of about 120 miles. An immense concourse 
of people had assembled at the Barras-bridge, &c., Newcastle, to 
witness her entry. She had excited great curiosity on the road. 
The animal, which was about ten feet m height, was escorted into 
the town by thousands of curious attendants, among whom she 
gravely kept her way, preceded by her keeper, without rope or 
chain, and with perfect indifference. She proceeded by Pilgrim- 
street and Mosley-street, to the theatre (the stage door of which 
had been increased for her ingress), and exhibited her wonderful 
performances the same evemng, withoot shewing aiiy rigns af 
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fatigue. The following was said to be her daily consumption^ viz :— - 
761b8. of potatoes, 601bs. of hay, 601bs. of straw, 1 1 quartern 
loaves, a bushel of bran, and a bushel of oats, and water in propor- 
tion. The keeper would allow her to take as much wine and beer 
as any one chose to give her, but spirits were forbidden. This 
noble animal was of a lieht colour and veir fat. She had such an 
aversion to a carriage, that nothing could mduce her to enter one. 
Whilst the elephant was at Morpeth, on her road to Newcastlei 
she killed one of her attendants, an Italian, named Baptiste Ber- 
nard. This man, in a state of intoxication, three years before, had 
stabbed the trunk of this noble animal with a fork, and otherwise 
ill used her, in consequence of which, she ever after regarded him 
with cross looks, but had never a fair opportunity of takmg her re- 
venge until at Morpeth, when he happening to be alone with her, 
she grasped him round the waist with her trunk, broke his ribs, and 
crushed him so much, that he vomited blood and died two davs 
afterwards. On the expiration of her engagement at Newcastle^ 
she was shipped from thence in the London steam-vessel, for the 
metropolis. 

1830 (^ept. 9;.— Died, at Clapham-rise, Surrey, William Bul- 
mer, esq., aged 73 years, a native of Newcastle. The name of 
Bulmer is at once associated with all that is correct and beautiful 
in typography, and all that celebrity which for so many years has 
belonged to the Shakespeare press. In him it may be truly said, 
that the art of printing has been deprived of one of its bnghtest 
ornaments ; as a proofit is only necessary to enumerate the beau- 
tiful edition of Goldsmith and Parnell's poems, and Somervile's 
Chase, with wood cuts by Messrs. Thomas and John Bewick. 

Septtmber 9. — Died, at Greenfield, near Alnwick, Mr. John 
Henderson, aged 101 years. 

September 10.— A very serious accident happened at Morpeth. 
There were some mountebanks who had been performing on the 
south side of the river on what is called the High-stanners, and 
after the performances were over, as the crowd was returning by 
the chain bridge at the foot of Aldgate, it came down with a tre- 
mendous crash, and from two hundred to three hundred persons 
upon it at the time, were precipitated into the river. The scene 
of confusion that ensued baffled description. One boy had his leg 
broken, another boy his thigh, and several persons were seriously 
injured, but happily no lives were lost. The accident was occa- 
sioned by some idle fellows jumping upon the bridge when much 
crowded. 

September 19. — The Catholic chapel, in Pilgrim-street, Newcas- 
tle, was re-opened for divine worship, after having undergone a 
thorough painting, gilding, &c., and with the addition of side gal- 
leries. Two finely relieved representations of St. Peter and St. 
Paul, ^executed by Mr. J. Ewbank,) were painted, one on each 
side or the altar ; they are imitations of statues standing in niches 
in the wall, and from the judicious distribution of lieht and shade, 
have an imposing effect. Selections of vocal and instrumental 
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masic were performedy and collections made towards defraying the 
expenses, amounting to nearly £50. 

1830 fSepi. 22 J The new Catholic chapel at Hexham, was first 

opened for divine worship, when a Pontifical high mass was cele- 
brated by the right rev. Dr. Penswick, of Liverpool, assisted by 
several clergymen, and a sermon was preached by the rev. F. 
Trappes, of Lea-house, near Preston, when a collection was made 
in aid of the funds of the chapel, and for building a school. There 
was a very respectable and numerous attendance. The choristers, 
vocal and instrumental, performed several fine pieces of musicy 
voider the direction of Mr. Haupt, of Newcastle. The sum collect- 
ed amounted to upwards of £30. 

September, — Some workmen employed in levelling a part of the 
Newcastle road, about a mile and a half east of Hexham, found, 
a little beneath the surface of the ground* the skeleton of a man, 
which had apparently lain there a long time, and had been depo- 
sited with much care, a grave having been formed of large stones set 
up in such a manner as to prevent the earth from coming in imme- 
diate contact with the body. 

September, — At this time Hexham church was undergoing 
very important alterations in its interior, in being re-pewed and fit- 
ted up with stoves and fines for heating it. The workmen, in 
clearing a piece of ground lying between the south transept and 
the side entrance to the choir, where the boiler was to be placed, 
uncovered a number of ancient tomb stones of a description exactly 
similar to that of John Malerbe, described and illustrated with an 
engraving in Wright's Hisfcrf/ of Hexham. They were very uni- 
form in size and figure, being coffin-shaped and presenting no in- 
scription but the name, which ran length-ways along the centre of 
the stone in old characters, but perfectly legible. The masons 
used part of them in carrying on the repairs of the church. 

This month, in digging a grave near the north wall of Tyne- 
mouth abbey, a rude stone coffin was discovered, in which two 
human bodies had been deposited. One of the skeletons, on the 
air being admitted, immediately crumbled to dust, whilst the other 
who had been a person of superior magnitude, remained perfect a 
considerable time. 

October 6. — A bazaar for the benefit of the infant schools in 
Newcastle, was opened at the new Music-hall, in Blackett-street, 
built by Mr. Richard Grainger, who generously gave the use of it 
for the occasion. This splended room was neatly decorated with 
festoons of evergreens and fiowers. The stalls (twelve in number) 
were arranged up each side of the room and across the ends, on 
which were placed fancy articles of every description, many of them 
most tastefully and superbly got up, and furnished by the ladies 
and friends to the institution. The stalls were attended by ladies 
of the first distinction and respectability of the town and the neigh- 
bourhood ; amongst whom were lady Ravensworth, and the hon. 
Misses Liddell, Mrs. Richmond, Mrs. Bell, of Woolsington ; Misses 
Bell, of Benton ; Misses Bell,of Newbiggin ; Mrs. Allgood, Mrs. IL 
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Hedley, Mrs. Cresswell Baker, Mrs. Dr. Headlam, Miss Loraine» 
Mrs. George Carr, and the Misses Carr, Mrs. Vivian, the Misses 
Brougham, Mrs. Anthony Clapham, Mrs. Bragg, Miss Surtees,, 
Miss Forster, Mrs. Captain Dale, Misses Orraston, Miss Dodd» 
&c. &c. This being the first bazaar ever got up in that town, and 
for such a noble purpose, it excited very great interest, and long, 
before the time of opening the room, the &ont was crowded with 
beauty and fashion, anxious to gain admittance. During the whole 
of the time the bazaar was open, the room was crowded with visi- 
tom, and many could not get admission. The receipts the first 
day were £^^^ including j€85. 5s. for entrance ; on the second 
day, JC225. including jfSl. Is, for entrance, making the gross re- 
ceipt on the two days, i£645. Mrs. Wentworth Beaumont, sent a 
donation of £5, Mrs. and Miss Craster, Hady patronesses), £5, 
A friend to infant schools by Mrs. Hcaalam, £'5., and a friend 
to early education, by Mrs. Burnett, £2, 2s, making the total of 
J&662. 2^. The ladies kindly condescended to give their attend- 
ance another day, to dispose of the articles unsold. The third 
day's receipt amounted to jC50. ISs, making the total sum received 
on the three days, ji'712. \5s. 

1830 /" Oct I4fj, — The lord bishop of Carlisle, consecrated a piece 
of ground which had been liberally given to the parish of AlDWick» 
by his grace the duke of Northumberland, for the enlargement of 
the church yard, it being in an excessively crowded state. 

October 19. — The hon. and right rev. Dr. Percy, lord bishop of' 
Carlisle, proceeded from the mansion-house, of Newcastle, to con* ' 
secrate the new chapel of the hospital of St. Mary Magdalen, at 
the Barras-bridge. His lordship was attended by the right wor- 
shipful the mayor (Archibald Reed, esq.), aldermen, town clerk, 
ana other civic officers, and by the rev. the vicar of Newcastle, and 
several clergymen, and gentlemen. The procession occupied five 
carriages, and was preceded by the sergeants at mace on foot. On 
the entrance of the prelate and cortege to the chapel, the mem- 
bers of the Newcastle and Gateshead choral society sung the cho- * 
rus <<Liflup your heads," accompanied by Mr. Ingham on the.* 
piano forte, and by a small band of music led by Mr. Bagnall. 
His lordship advanced to the communion table, on the north side 
of which he sat down, while the clergy and corporation officers oc* 
cupied the seats nearest the east end of the building. After the 
petition from the master and brethren of St. Thomas' hospital pray- 
mg his lordship to consecrate the chapel, had been read, his lord- 
ship proceeded to the business of the consecration. The deed of 
consecration was afterwards read by the Rev. James Raine, of 
Durham, as the representative of the chancellor, and the bishop 
having signed it ordered it to be duly registered. The Rev. Mr. 
Wasney, then proceeded with the morning service, and the proper 
psalms and lessons appointed for the consecration of churches, the 
bishop reading the communion service. The Rev. R. Clayton, 
master of the hospital, then preached a very appropriate sermon, 
from Revelations, chap. 21st. verse 3d. On its conclusion, the 
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afVer one pew was burnt. This fire had also originated in the 
flue. 

1831 (Jan. 10^.— The righthon. Lord Ossulston, attained his 2l8t 
year, on which occasion, instead of the usual general festivities^ 
his lordship decided upon distributing charity to the necessitous 
poor, on the extensive estates of the earl of Tankerville, which was 
done munificently. Blankets, clothing, coals, and a donation in 
money, were distributed to each necessitous fkmily. Thus, at that 
inclement season of the year, the poor at Chi]lingharo, Wooler, and 
Doddington, in various ways received a kind and liberal benefac- 
tion, as did also the poor of Embleton and Wark, in donations of 
money. His lordship's numerous labourers at Chillingham, were, 
upon the occasion, regaled with beef and ale, for which puipose 
three of the wild cattle (a breed now peculiar to the park at Chil- 
lingham, this ancient breed of cattle having been every where else 
lost), were shot, a portion of which, as well as furnishing the 
labourers' dinner, was distributed to every poor family in the parish. 
Afler havine been plentifully refreshed with beef and ale, and hav- 
ing drunk with enthusiasm the healths of the various members of the 
house of Tankerville, particularly that of " Long life and happiness 
to the noble heir of the house," the labourers invited their wives 
and sweathearts to a^dance in which the domestics of the castle 
joined, and which was kept up with great mirth and good humour 
to a late hour. There was also a dinner provided for the domestics 
of Chillingham castle on the occasion, at which hilarity and satisfac- 
tion prevailed. 

January 22. — A melancholy accident happened at Messrs^ 
Stephenson and Go's, steam engine manufactory, in South -street, 
Newcastle. Some of the workmen had been employed in weighing 
(he materials of an engine about to be sent away, and on taking 
down the scales from a pair of sheer-legs, the latter fell over, and 
struck Mr. John Stephenson (brother to the celebrated engineer) 
with such force against a vice, that his head was fractured, and he 
died instantly. Verdict, accidental death. The deceased was 42 
years of age, and left a widow and four children. Nearly 200 of 
his friends and the workmen of the manufactory attended his funeral. 

January 28. — A very intense frost set in at Newcastle and the 
neighbourhood, which continued until Tuesday, February the first, 
when a heavy snow storm set in, accompanied by a tremendous 
gale of wind from the S. £., which covered the country with snow 
to the mean depth of three feet. The mail coach from London to 
Edinburgh could get no further than Morpeth on the following 
morning, the road north of that place being completely blocked 
up, and in many places from four to six yards deep, but the bags 
w^ere forwarded on horseback. The coaches from Newcastle to 
Morpeth had • great difficulty in reaching their destination on the 
Tuesday evening. The Alnwick coaches did not set off from 
Newcastle on the Wednesday, owing to the drifted state of the 
roads. The coaches from the south and the west, although consi- 
derably delayed, were able, with the aid of additional horses, to get 
through. Many of the carriers from the country could not reach 
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Newcastle. Early on the Wednesday morning, the Young Hus- 
band, London trader, of Newcastle, captain Walker,* was totally 
lost with all her crew, off Seaton rocks, about a mile north of Aln- 
mouth. A considerable quantity of goods and spirits were washed 
on shore. February the 4th, as Richard Watson and James Wal- 
ton, two miners, were returning from work on the Teesdale side 
of the mountains to Chapel, on reaching the first house Watson 
urged his companion to go no further, but the latter persisted in 
going forward to the next house at any rate, which was about a 
mile farther. Before however they had got half that distance, 
Walton was quite exhausted, and Watson struggled with him, 
carrying him at last on his back, until he came near the house, 
when fearing they would both be lost, he was under the necessity 
of leaving him in the snow whilst he endeavoured to reach the 
house. Having procured assistance, he returned to his conjrade, 
who was still alive, but they had scarcely carried him into the 
house before he expired. The Union coach from Newcastle to Edin- 
burgh, was unable to get farther than Haggerston, the hospitable man- 
sion of lady Haggerston, who most kindly sent to inform the passen- 
gers and guard, that her house and table were at their service till 
the storm abated, and they were able to proceed on their journey. 
The Wellington coach from Newcastle to Edinburgh was buried m 
a snow wreath for several days in the vicinity of Millfield, and the 
Chevy Chase post coach was detained for eight days near Jed- 
burgh. Thomas Simpson, game keeper to Sir Edward Blackett, 
bart., was lost in the storm on Tuesday, February the first. He left 
Hexham in the afternoon for Matfen, and had got near to Stag- 
sliaw Bank, where his body was found on Wednesday the 9th. 
Adam Riddell, a shepherd of Clsdon, also lost his life during the 
storm. February the 4th, snow, sleet, and hail, fell with little 
intermission during the whole day, accompanied by a very high 
wind, and the frost continued with great intensity till Monday the 
7th, when a thaw succeeded. The sudden melting of the snow, 
aided by a strong south west wind, caused the Tyne and its 
tributary streams to rise to an unusual height. On the 9th the 
whole of the low ground in the vicinity of Dunston was under 
water ; the houses of the poor inhabitants were completely inun- 
dated, many of them up to the roofs, and the loss sustained was 
very great. Mr. Ramsay, of Derwent-haugh, lost about 50 casks 
of salamoniac, and a kiln of fire bricks, which was just fired, and 
other property to a considerable amount. The whole of the houses 
on the flats from Newburn downwards, were under water, and 
much damage done ; large quantities of hay, household furniture, 
&c., were seen floating down the river. The Quay and many other 
of the lower parts of Newcastle, were overflowed, and almost all 
the cellars on the Quay and in the Close were filled with water* 

• Captain Walker's body, together with two of the crew, were cast on 
shore near to where the vessel was wrecked, and interred at l^esbury, attend- 
ed by his friends. He was a native of Newcastle, in his S7th year^ and very 
highly respected. 
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Mr. Jabez Hood's cellars were filled with water which reached 
within a few feet of the Close. At Messrs. Cookson's foundry in 
this street, the men were laid off work in consequence, and the 
works of other manufactories were more or less impeded. Great 
destruction was done among the vessels at Shields, about 50 ves- 
sels were driven from their moorings, and a ballast keel, with an 
old man on board, was carried out to sea and was fallen in with on 
the followiog day, upwards of twenty miles from the land, by a 
vessel belonging to Sunderland, when the poor man was rescued 
from his perilous situation and brought into Sunderland. On the 9th, 
Mr. Thos. Thompson, of Newcastle, organist, had a very narrow 
escape from beins drowned, as he was proceeding from the Sand- 
hill to the Quay m a Shields vehicle, llie horse being blind, on 
getting amongst the water which extended across the Quay, took 
fright, and began to plunge, and the driver lost his command over 
him ; luckily a bolt gave way, and detached the carriage from the 
shafls, by which the lives of both were saved, as the horse ran for- 
ward, plunged into the river, and was immediately out of sight. 
During this snow storm, upwards of twenty ships were wrecked 
between Shields and Bl3rth, on the coast of Northumberland. 

1831 (Jan. 29^ The first number of a newspaper entitled the 

** Sunderland and Durham General Shipping Gazette and Mer- 
cantile Advertiser,*' was published at Sunderland by William 
Gracie. It was discontinued after a few months. 

The same day, the petitions agreed to at a public meeting of the 
inhabitants of South Shields, praying the legislature to include, in 
a measure of parliamentary reform, a grant to that town of the im- 
portant privilege of returning its own representatives, having re- 
ceived 2,300 signatures, a deputation waited on Sir M. W. Ridley, 
bart., and John Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle, on the 
above day, with the petition to the House of Commons, for presen- 
tation by them, agreeably to the resolutions of the meeting ; the 
petition to the House of Lords was presented by the marquis of 
Cleveland. 

This month, the town of Hexham was first lighted and 
watched. 

February 10. — The cut which had been some time in pro- 
gress to improve the navigation of the river Tees was opened in due 
form. About two o'clodc a large party of the Tees Navigation 
Company, accompanied by a numerous body of friends, proceeded 
down the river in a steam boat, when the brig Arno was towed 
through the cut, preceded by a number of steam boats, &c., amidst 
loud rejoicings, and in the presence of a great concourse of specta- 
tators, who lined the banks of the river. On quitting the ves- 
sels, the company went in procession to the town-hall, preceded by 
a band of music, and in the evening a party of upwards of 100 
gentlemen celebrated the event by a dinner at the Assembly- 
rooms. Leonard Raisbeck, esq. presided, supported on his right by 
Lord Falkland, M. Fowler, esq.. Colonel Grey, Sir Cuthbert Sharp, 
and W. W. Jackson, esq., and op his left by Thomas Meynell, esq.. 
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W. T. Salvin, esq.. Rev. John Brewster, John Cartwright, esq., 
the vicar of Norton, J. Favell, esq., and William Skinner, jun., 
esq., G. W. Todd, officiating as vice chairman. This new cut 
formed a new channel for the river, commencing near Blue House 
Point (about a mile from Stockton) on the west, and terminating 
near Newport on the east, being in length about three quarters of 
a mile, its depth sixteen feet, and its breadth 250 feet, and by it 
vessels are enabled to sail up to Stockton, which could not navi« 
gate the old channel. 

1831 CJFeb, 22 J. — At a general meeting of the coal-owners, ship- 
owners, merchants, and other persons interested in the trade of the 
port of Newcastle, held in the Guildhall of that town on the above 
day, the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., in the chair, it 
was resolved to petition both houses of parliament for the abolition 
of the duty on coals exported coastways from the river Tyne, 
called the duke of Richmond's shilling. The following is a copy 
of the petitioj;^? — 

<< The hutnble petition of tlie undersigned, coal-owners, ship- 
owners, merchants, and- other persons interested in the trade of 
the port of Newcastle upon Tyne, shewethj — That on the 8th day 
of April, in the 42d year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, the com- 
pany of Hoastmen of the town of Newcastle upon Tyne, who had 
received a charter of incorporation from Queen Elizabeth, and then 
exercised the exclusive privilege of vending ail coals shipped on 
the river Tyne, granted to her majesty, her heirs, and successors, 
the sum of twelve pence for every chaldron of coals, Newcastle 
measure, which should be exported from the river Tyne^ to be 
spent within the realm, and not transported beyond seas. 

** That the duty was received by the crown until the 29th year 
of the reign of Kmg Charles the Second, when his majesty by let- 
ters patent, granted the same to his majesty's natural son, Charles 
duke of Richmond, and his heirs, subject to a provision for his 
mother, Louise, duchess of Portsmouth. 

<* That the said duty continued in the family of the duke of 
Richmond until the year 1799, when it was purchased by govern- 
ment for about £400,000, since which period government has been 
in the receipt of the proceeds, and in consequence of the vast in« 
crease of the coal trade which has taken place since, and the coru 
responding increase in the produce of this duty, the capital sum 
or purchase money and all interest thereon has not only been fully 
redeemed, but a suiplus or profit of upwards of half a million ster- 
ling has been actually realized by government. 

'< That the companjTof Hoastmen by whom this duty was origi- 
nally granted, and who were at liberty to tax themselves, but not 
the rest of his majesty's subjects, have long since lost by disuse, 
the exclusive privilege of vending coals on the river Tyne, and with 
that privilege this tax ought to have fallen, as did a duty of three- 
pence a chflddron, granted by that company to other parties ; and 
so it would have ^llen, had not a clause been introduced into 
the act for vesting this duty in the crown, on the occasion of its 

VOL. II. p p 
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pvchase of die duke of Richmond, in 1799, which operated as .9 
parliamentary confirmation of a grant, which otherwise could noa 
have been supported at law. 

<< That your petitioners humblr represent, that wheo this tax 
began to be paid, tlie coal trade of the kingdom was almost intird^ 
confined to Newcastle, which port also enjoyed several special ftn- 
▼ileges connected with the coal trade, whicdb have been since 
abrogated, and at .present not more than one half of the coals export- 
ed from the east coast of the island are sent from that port* 

'< This tax being paid only on coals i^pped from the river T^e, 
has now become a grievous burthen on the coal trade of that r Lver^ 
which in other respects maintains an unequal competition wiA the 
port of Sunderland, the coal of the river Wear bearing a higher 
price in the London market than that of the Tyne ; this partial im- 
post of one shilling a chaldron on the coal of the Tyne rteadib 
therefore, still further to depress an already inferior article^ ^and 
operates as a premium in favour of the trade of the great andipo^vter- 
ful coal-owners on the river Wear, at the expense of the tirade of 
the river Tyne. 

" Your petitioners feel this grievance the more painfully, ;as they 
have the highest legal authority, viz. : — the joint opinion of the 

S resent lord chancellor and Sir James Scarlett, obtained in the yesur 
829, that they could have successfully resisted by law the .pay- 
ment of this duty before the passing of the act of 39th of Geo. Ui^ 
for carrying into effect the purchase made by govemmeiit of tfie 
duke of Richmond, into which act, by accident or design, a claofiC 
has been introduced confirmatory of the title of this impost. 

<< Your petitioners cannot allow themselves to believe, thait 
whilst the general coast duties on coals, oppressive as they may 
be, but still equal in their pressure, are replied, this partial and 
unjust tax will be permitted to continue to burthen his nuyesty's 
loyal subjects interested in the trade of the river Tyne. 

<* Your petitioners, therefore,, humbly pray, that the same may 
"be forthwith repealed, 

<' And your petitioners will ever .pray, ^c.** 
In consequence of the above petition, aided by the strenuous 
<exertions of the local members of parliament, this odious and op- 
pressive tax was repealed. It has not been levied on any vessel 
from the riv^r Tyne since March, 1831. See May Mi^ 1631. 

1881 (Feb. 26^.— As Mr. John Heweson and Mr. John Branford, 
two primitive Methodist preachers, accompanied by a female, were 
passing from Bishopwearmouth along the JUetton Coal Coropaay*s 
4railway, near Warden Law, to escape the danger on the inclined 
;|klane, they unfortunately rushed in between Uie light and laden 
.waggons. in passing, when they were crushed between the waggons, 
ihy which Mr. Heweson was killed on the spot, and Mr. Branfbrd 
4iurvived a very short time. The young woman fortunately esoap- 
fitd unhurt. They wece.men of^exemplary. zeal and piety.; .one 1^ 
A^widow (With five iduldren, )the other: a widow with six diildreu. 
Thek fiiinfA],)wUch took*{)laoejitSundadaiid»iQi^tc^ 
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and sympathy, and their remains were followed to the grave by 
some thousands of persons. 

1831 (F^. 26^. — There was a meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and Wear, amounting to about 8,000 or 10,000 on the Black FeH, 
near Chester-le-Street, when they entered into resolutions to de- 
mand higher wages. 

February 28, — A very handsome vessel of 600 tons burtheHy 
called the *< Doke- of Northumberhmd," was launched from Mr* 
Smith's dock, at St. Peters' near Newcastle. She was to supply 
the place of the ** George Green," which had been built in the 
same yard in 1829, for the same company of London gentlemen, 
but which was lost on her pass^e from the Tyne to London. Sm 
jDecepnber 26, 1829, page 271. 

Februafy 28. — On this day (Monday), Thomas Clarke, was 
executed on the New Drop in front of tne county courts at Dur- 
ham, for the murder of Mary Ann Westhorpe, his fellow seryanl, 
at Hallgarth water-mill, near Durham, on the afternoon of Sunday 
the 8th of August, 1830, while their master and mistress were from 
home. His trial commenced at the city of Durham before Mr. 
Justice Littledale on the 25th of February, and before eight o'clock 
on the morning, such was the extraordinary excitement of the in- 
habitants of Uiat city and neighbourhood, that the court was im- 
mediately filled almost to sunocation. The examination of the 
witnesses did not conclude until nearly ten o'clock at night, when 
the judge obsenred, that at that late hour he should not sum up the 
evidence unless the jury particularly wished it. They jury said they 
did not wish it. His lordship then intimated, that they must be 
all kept together till the next morning, and hold no conversation 
with any on the subject of this trial. The court was then adjourned 
till nine o'clock on the following morning. The Jury were attended 
by the under sheriff and an officer to Mrs. Best s, the Half Moon 
inn, where they had a room set apart for themselves. A little 
afler nine o'clock the next morning, Mr. Justice Littledale entered 
the court, and almost immediately aflerwards proceeded to sum up 
the evidence with great minuteness and impartiality. The jury 
retired at a quarter past twelve o'clock ; ana afler an absence of 
twenty-five minutes, returned with a verdict of Guilty. The 
judge then placed the black cap on his head, and on the prisoner 
being asked what he had to say, why sentence of death should not 
be passed upon him, he simply replied — ** I am innocent of the 
crime." His lordship then addressed the prisoner, and afterwards 
passed sentence of death upon him in the usual terms, ordering 
him to be executed on the Monday, and his body to be afterwards 
giyen to the surgeons for dissection. On the Monday morning an 
immense concourse of people had assembled in front of the countf 
courts to witness the execution of this unfortunate young man* 
The Rev. Mr. Wheeler attended him during the greatest part of 
the forenoon, Ad joined him in prayer. The prisoner, at intenraky 
was much agitated and wept bitterly, but made no confession of 
hb guilt. At a quarter past twelye o'clock, the criminal wat 
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brought out to the scaffold, dressed in a black coat, light waistcoat 
and brown trowsers, and held a white handkerchief in his hand. He 
was supported by the Rev. Mr. Wheeler, and Mr. A. Hopton, and 
was attended by the under sheriff and some of his officers and the 
governor of the gaol. When he ascended the drop, be stood verj 
nrm and addressed the assembled multitude in the following 
words : — " Gentlemen^ I am innocent — / am going to 9uffer for 
another maris crime /*' The cap was immediately afterwards drawn 
over his face — the drop fell — and this world closed upon him for 
ever. Afler the body had been suspended for nearly an hour, it 
was taken down, and conveyed in a shell to the Durham Infirmary 
for dissection. His age was stated in the calendar at 19 years. 
His victim about the same age. The trial and execution of 
l*homas Clarke, occasioned a ballad on the subject with a wood 
cut view of the place, printed by Mr. Francis Humble, at the Dur- 
ham Advertiser Office, upon a foolscap broadside, with a heavr 
black border ; the wood cut in the centre is also within a black 
border, whilst the title of the tragedy is printed in red ink, being 
very proper colours for this mournful and bloody deed, The Hall- 
garth Mill tragedy consists of thirty-four stanzas, from which the 
following verses are extracted : — 

" Eighteen hundred three times ten, 
August the eighth that day^ 

Let not that Sunday and that year 
From memory pass awaj. 

At Hallgarth Mill near Pittington, 

Was done a murder foul ; 
The female weak — the murderer strong. 

No pity for her souL 

Her skull was broke, her throat was cut. 

Her struggle soon was o*er ; 
And down shefell, and *< fetch*d** a sigh. 

And welter*d in her gore. 

Her fellow servant, Thomas Clarke, 

To Sherbui;n dtywly sped 
And told a tale that strangers six. 

Had done the dreadful deed. 

Now woe befall thee Thomas Clarke, 

For this thy coward lie ; 
A youth like thee, for girl like her, 

Would fight till he did die. 

< They Ve kill'd the lass,* it was his tale, 

* And nearly have kill'd me,* 
But when upon him folks did look. 

No bruises could thev see." 

Being upon this subject, I cannot here resist giving an account 
of some other tragedies which have been printed in connexion with 
the county of Durham, viz: — The Hartlepool, Barnardcastle, 
Staindrop, and Bedlington tragedies. The former arose out of the 
murder of Mary Farding, who was thrown over thft cliff called the 
Maiden Bower at that place.* See vol. i. page 143. 

* A small rock dtftacbed from the moor, a few yards to the north of what is 



A. D. 1831.] REMA&KABtK EVENTS. 293 

The BarnardcasUe tragedy relates how one John Atklnsoiiy of 
Morton, near Applebvy courted Betty Howson, of Bamardcastle 
Bridge-end, and after having gained her affections, forsook her for 
another, whom he married, upon which she broke her heart and 
died. 

The Staindrop tragedy relates to a murder committed by a man 
named Vert, (who was afterwards executed and hung in chains,^ 
upon a young woman who was pregnant by him, and that the 
body was discov^ed under some bushes by means of a dog. 

The Bedlington tragedy was occasioned by a fair lady of that 
place, with ereat store of wealth, having fallen in love with << a &- 
mous youth, ' whose personal worth was all his riches, and in con- 
quence of which, her parents sends her to an uncle at Stokesley. 
A few days after her departure, this young man << sickened sore, and 
heartf-broke died." After his death, the parents make every pre- 
paration to bring her home to a rich lover of their own cnoice, 
but the ghost of ** young James" anticipates their intentions by 
taking the horse (which was saddled for the use of the father) 
from the stable and assuming his earthly appearance, arrives at the 
uncle's with an order to convey her home, who assists her to mount 
behind. Having <* travelled faster than the wind," in two hours 
" he sets her at her father's door," then leaves her for the purpose 
of putting the horse into the stable, but is never more seen. On 
^ hearing of the death of her lover she sickens, takes to her bed and 
dies, and is buried in the same grave. Though there is some fiction 
interwoven in this story, nevertheless it may be founded upon facts. 
For the particulars of the Staindrop tragedy, I am indebted to my 
friend the Rev. Thomas Ebdon, Durham. Copies of the other 
tragedies are in my possession. 

1831 f March 12^. — An immense number of pitmen, belonging 
to the collieries on the Tyne and Wear, assembled together on the 
Black Fell, in the county of Durham, for the purpose of entering 
into resolutions, and considering the means of obtaining from their 
employers an increase of wages. 

march 21. — The under-ground workmen of forty-seven col- 
leries on the Tyne and Wear, held a meeting on the town-moor, 
Newcastle, to take measures for obtaining some improvement in 
their condition. During the forenoon, great numbers passed 

caUed the East Battery, cannot &il, from its singular situation, to attract the 
notice of the stranger. The yawning space which separates this rock from 
the main land, is known by the name of Maiden Bower, and many a tale of 
'* plighted faith and broken vows,** is associated with it ; for, almost within 
the memory of laan, Mary Farding is recorded to have been thrown over this 
precipice, by a merchant of NorUiallerton. The name ** Maiden Bower/* 
was not derived from this circumstance, as it occurs firequently in the Paridi 
Register, previous to this period. The entry with r^ard to this atrocious 
and premeditated murder, relates that ** Mary Farding, a stranger, who by the 
coroners inquest was found to be murdered by William Stephenson, merchant 
in Northallerton^ whom she was pregnant, was buried June 7> 1727**' A 
charge stDl exists in the church- wardens* accounts, dated June 7, 1727« of 
If. lOd, •• for making Mary Farding*s grave.** Sir Cuthbert Sharp*t HUtory of 
BMUpooiff^WJ. See VOL i, page l& 
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through the toim in procession, Appardntly fdthout exciting the 
leiist uneasiness of alarm among the mhfl(bitants y and it was calcu- 
lated that nearly 20,000 were assembled by one o^clock at tfae 
place of rendezvous. Several persons addressed the meetrng, and 
detailed in homely but energetic languase, the grievances Under 
#bich they considered thetnselves to labour, "niese did not i^ 
pear to be so much connected with the prices of work, as with 
Some objectionable parts of the bond of service, the chief of whidi 
were the power 6£ the owners to lay the men idle on the occur- 
rence of the most trifling accident to the pits, to the engfnes, or 
even to the waggon rail-roads, after which their wages are discoo- 
tinued for three days; their subjection to the caprice of the tiewei^ 
and agents, not only for a continuance of work, but even for dic4- 
ter for their wives and families, as they are liable to be turned out 
of their houses, either on the completion, or on the non-fulfilment 
of the articles of the bond, arising from mutual disagreement ; the 
obligation they are under to remain idle at Christmas, without any 
compensation ; and the length of time boys are immured in the 
colleries» to the destruction of health, and of almost every chance 
of education or moral improvement. Dming the course al the 
proceedings, it was resolved to petition parliament, to subscribe 
sixpence each to send deputies to London with the petitions ; to 
continue to work, unboimd, afler their period of services has elc- 
pired, if the owners would allow them-^-otherwise to cease work- 
ing, and claim parish relief or magisterial interference, until their 
remonstrances wefe attended to, and the bond altered accordingly; 
that the men of every colliery should meet twice a week ; thitt 
each pit should send a delegate to form a general committee for 
carrying the resolutions into effect ; that no man should in futurtfy 
buy meat, drink, or candles, from any one connected with the col- 
leries ; and that the thanks of the meeting should be given to the 
right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, of Newcastle, (who 
appeared in the midst o^ the assembly for a few minutes, ana ad- 
vised the leaders to inculcate order and peace as the surest means 
of obtaininff justice), for the friendly advice he had given them, 
and for kindly offering to be the medium of communication between 
them and their employers, as far as he could conveniently. These 
resolutions were seveildly put and carried unanimously, by a show 
of hands, which, from the immense number held up, had a very 
great effect. The whole proceedings were conducted without the 
least disturbance, and the parties returned to their homes in the 
afternoon in ^ood order. 

The annual period of servitude of the colliers of the Tyne and 
the Wear having expired on the 5th of April, most of them re- 
fused to enter into fresh engagements with their employers until the 
differences between them were adjusted. The latter it was said, 
had agreed that the boys should in future work only twelve hoofs 
k dsLj, and that the workmen should be paid their ^ages in money, 
and have power to buy goods where they pleased ; but the men 
continued to insist upon otlier conditions. On the following day 
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(Wedoesdaj), ^reat nmnbert ef then mel •! the Black FdUL wifeb 
a hope that some fiirther arraogenient would be f>ropoee^ by the 
eoal-ownen ; but as none were fortbcomiBg, they .dispersedt with 
a resolution not to return to work on the former terms. In ^ 
meantime parties a£ military had been f^ced in readiness to assist 
the civil power in preserving the peace, and aeveial MorU^umberr 
land magistrates, wboUy unconnected with the collieries, offered 
diemselves as mediators between the .coal-owners and the pitmen* 
The magistrates announced that they would ** be ready to meet 
the parties at the Moot Hall, in Newcastle, on Monday, the 11th <af 
April," which was accordingly done, but unfortunately failed in 
their w^ll^ntentioned efforts. 

1831 (MarehJ.f^Tbe foundation stone of « chapd belonging 
to the eetabli^ed church was laid at Seaton Carew, in the county 
of Durham. 

jfyril 5.-^A very handsome silver cup was {yresented to Mr. 
Henry Ingledew, solicitor, by a portion of the pariahionem of St* 
Nicholas, in Newcastle. On one side of the cup abeautifiil repnesen*^ 
tation of the steeple of St. Nicholas* church is .engraved^ and /om the 
other thefollowing inscription^ viz.: — « Poesented to Henry Ingledew, 
esquire, scrivener and solicitor, one of the .church>waraens of jthe 
parish of St. Nicholas, in the town and county nf Newcastle apoo 
Tyne, by a portion of the parishioners, in testimony 4)f ^the aense 
entertained of iiis assiduous and ind€^tigd)le attention io, end 
faithful discharge of, the various duties <ef the ofice ; £or the effit 
cient and excellent manner in wh id) he ihgs mainly oontribuied to 
ascertain the privileges, and establi^, on a &tm ibasis, the rights 
and immunities of the church ; and for his uniform attention to aU 
matters connected with its interests. Easter Tuesday, 5th J^arilt 
183 1." The cup was presented on behalf of die subscribers -by Mr^ 
John Rawling Wilson, who is the senior member of the ^ Four and 
Twenty," of St Nicholas' parish. 

April 11. — A mendicity society for .the suppression of var 
grancy and mendicity, and the relief of deserving ob^eots of charity, 
commenced its operations in Newcastle^ hy .opening an establishr 
ment in Castle*street, immediately adjoining 'the -Cartle. iWithie 
aix months from its first establishment, this society had xelieve^ 
1,835 strangers :*-viz., 779 English, 640 Irish, 4f01 Scotch, and 15 
iForeigners. 

April 12.^ — ^Bfing the day appointed for the. opening of thesusr 
jpension bridse over the river Tyne, at Sootswood, about three 
miles west of Newcastle, the morning was ushered in by peals of bdk 
from the churches of that town. At twelve o'cloek Archibidd 
ileed,'esq., mayor, and John Hodgson, esq., M.P., for Newcastle» 
jnet the committee of management, the proprietors and various 
lOther friends of the undertaking at the Assembly-rooms, from 
whence, afler a short time, on a signal being given from the.gpns 
^ the castle, .the procession set forward ip the ibllowing m^mnei;, 
iviz. ^— full l^md of music; banners ; b^^er of tbe briflge with the 
motto << Coelo pendit iter, ripas vinxere.cfUense ;*' 4omujKmab$l on 
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horseback; sword bearer* on horseback; the architect of the 
bridge, ^Mr. Green) on horseback ; the carriage and four of the 
mayor or Newcastle ; the carriage and four of the sheriff of North- 
umberland (George Silvertop, esq.) ; the carriage and four of John 
Hodgson, esq., M. P., the carriage of Mrs. Hodgson ; four carriages 
and four, containing the committee of management, viz : — Humble 
Lamb, Matthew Wheatley, George Hepple Ramsay, Matthias W. 
Dunn, Matthew Wheatley, jun., John Mulcaster, George Thomas 
Dunn, Joseph C. Lamb, esquires, and Mr. Thomas Grieveson, the 
honorary secretary ; the carriage and four of Lord Decies ; the car- 
riage and four of Humble Lamb, esq. ; the royal mail-coach with a 
flag flying, the guard blowing his horn occasionally ; a long train of 
carriages followed (between 80 and 90), and the rear was closed 
by a great number of gentlemen on horseback. On the procession 
entering on the bridge, by a precaution which was aflerwards proved 
to have been unnecessary, the carriages passed over at a considerable 
distance asunder ; and when the carriage of the rector of Ry ton 
(the Rev. Charles Thorp), approached tlie centre, it was stopped, and 
ibe blessing of Heaven on that bold and important work of man 
was most reverently and feelingly invoked by that reverend and 
respected individual. Previous to its entrance on the bridge, the 
procession was joined by Charles J. Clavering, esq., the high sheriff 
of the county of Durham, who escorted and accompanied it on 
horseback during its progress through his county. From the bridge 
the procession moved up the road to Blaydon, about a mile dis- 
tance, then returned by the old turnpike road to Swalwell, from 
whence it again returned to the suspension bridge, which it again 
passed over in closer order than berore. But the strength of the 
bridge was soon afler put to a much severer test, for as 80oa.as the 
procession had passed over (no person being allowed to go on until 
the procession had returned) the gates being opened, the crowds 
of people who had been previously assembled at each end, rushed, 
with thoughtless impetuosity, on to the bridge, in tlie centre of 
which they were soon collected into so dense a mass as to be in* 
capable of moving, and putting the bridge to a severe trial. No 
fewer than 3,000 persons were collected between the points of sus- 
pension, making, with those on the ends, a crowd of between 5,000 
and 6,000 persons. Afler repassing the bridge, the procession re- 
turned in the same order to the Assembly-rooms, where it arrived 
about four o'clock, amidst the ringing of bells and other demonstra- 
tions of rejoicings. Soon after five o'clock, the committee, sub- 
scribers, and other friends of the undertaking sat down to an elegant 
dinner, and spent the evening with the utmost conviviality. Many 
appropriate toasts were drunk. During the evening Mr. Hodgson, 
on behalf of the proprietors, presented the architect, Mr. Green, 
with an elegantly formed silver claret jug, on which was engraven 

* Mr. John Mowbray, merchant-adventurer, and boothman, had this day, 

Previous to the procession, been elected sword-bearer of the corporation of 
Newcastle, in the room of Mr. John Bradsbaw, who died very suddenly on 
the momiog of the 4th of April, 1831. 
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A view of the bridge, and an appropriate inscription.* The bridge 
is 630 feet in length, the distance between the two points of sus- 
pension being 370 feet, with two half arcs of 230 feet each ; the 
road- way rises in the centre about eight feet, causing the bridge 
to assume a curve line of a graceful and pleasing effect ; the road- 
wav is above 20 feet, and the carriage-way seventeen and a-half feet. 
July 21st, 1829, the first freight of stones for the masonry of this 
bridge was conveyed from Lawson-main quarry in a keel which 
was highly decorated with colours ; and immediately on being de- 
livered, the first stone in the footings of the land abutments on 
the south side was placed on its bed, under the direction of the 
architect, and in the presence of Messrs. Grace and Ramsay, two 
of the committee of the undertaking. Messrs. Welsh and Son 
were the contractors for the mason work. The coffer dam of the 
north pier was commenced in September the same year, and the 
foundation stone laid on the 9th of February, 1830. The first 
chain was suspended across the river on the 23d of February, 1831» 
and the last (the fourth), on the 5th of March. 

1831 C April lAfJ. — An elegant silver tripod candelabrum, value 
150 guineas, with branches for the lights, richly chased, was pre- 
sented by the parishioners of Gateshead, to the Rev. John Collinson» 
rector of that parish ; one of the sides of the base is embellished 
with a shield, bearing the arms of the parish in has relief, another 
of the sides has a shield, bearing the arms of Mr. CoUinson, impaled 
with those of King (the family name of his wife), also in has relief, 
and, on the other side, the following inscription is engraved :— 
** Presented to the Rev. John Collinson, A. M., rector of the parish 
of Gateshead, in the county of Durham, by his parishioners, as a 
token of their sincere and affectionate regard, and of their sense of 
his virtue and benevolence ; and also as a testimonial of his con- 
duct, by the zealous and assiduous discharge of his duties as their 
minister, for the period of 21 years." On the day of the presenta- 
tion Mr. Collinson had been 21 years rector of the parish of 
Gateshead. The presentation took place at a public dinner. 

April 15. — Died, at Killingworth, near Newcastle, in the 86th 
year of her age, Mrs. Elizabeth Gascoigne. Though the great 
North road is not three miles distant from Killingworth, she never 
saw it in her life ; she was the youngest of a large family, and died 
in the same part of the house and in the same bed in which she 
was bom. She was the mother, grandmother, and great-grand- 
mother, to a numerous progeny. Upwards of one hundred years 
before, Mr. Nathaniel Punshon gave the cottage to her mother for 
her life. 

April 18. — A body of from 1,200 to 1,500 pitmen visited the 
collieries in the neighbourhood of Bljrth and Bedlinffton, where 
they laid the pits off work, threatening to set fire to mem if their 

* *' Presented to John Green, architect, by the Scotswood Bridge Com- 
pany, in testimony of their sense of the talent and skill displayed by him in 
des^ing and executing the bridge over the Tyne, at Scotswood, April 12thf 
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orders were not complied with. At BedHngton Glebe pit they tore 
the corves to pieces, threw them into the shaft, and did consider- 
able damage to the machinery ; and at Netherton they were only 
prevented from committing similar acts of violence by being treated 
with a quantity of ale. They also emptied the larder and cellar of 
the manager of Cowpen colliery. On the following morning a 
large body of men went to Jesmond-dean colliery, near Newcastle^ 
belonging to R. B. Sanderson, esq., where they did considerable 
injury to the machinery, throwing it down the pit, and endangering 
the lives of some workmen who were in the mine. On the Wear 
they had also been very violent, threatening to murder the horse- 
keepers if they went down the pit to attend the horses. A great 
number of special constables were sworn- in to protect property, and 
the deputy-lieutenant issued an order for calling out the Northum- 
berland and Newcastle Yeomanry. Part of the 82d regiment of 
foot, stationed at Sunderland barracks, marched from thence to the 
neighbourhood of Hetton, to remain there during the unsettled 
state of the workmen belonging to the collieries of that district. 
A detachment of eighty marines and three subalterns, under the 
command of Major Mitchell, sailed from Portsmouth for the Tyne, 
on account of the disturbances among the colliers. The vessel, 
towed by a steamer, sailed in less than an hour after the orders 
were received. 

1831 (April 21. — A large meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and Wear was held at Jarrow, which was attended by the men be- 
longing to forty-nine collieries, each bearing a banner inscribed with 
the name of the colliery, and various mottoes. The meeting con- 
tinued for a considerable time, and, after addresses from several 
speakers, who exhorted them all to conduct themselves orderly 
and keep the peace, they resolved unanimously to adhere to their 
former resolutions. The meeting then broke up, and the partiea 
returned peaceably to their homes. 

May 3. — Died, at Jarrow, Margaret Fenwick, in the 107th 
year of her age. She retained her faculties to the last. She was 
removed from Gateshead township to the Westgate, Newcastle, in 
the year 1774, and had received parish relief from that time to the 
period of her death (57 years), which amounted to no less a sum 
than £450. 

May 4. — TTie right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, gave an elegant entertainment at the mansion-house 
to Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart., and John Hodgson, esq., 
the representatives of Newcastle, as a compliment to them, and 
commemorative of their successful efforts in obtaining the repeal of 
that very obnoxious tax on the coal of the river Tyne, known by 
the name of " The Richmond Shilling." Exclusively of the mem- 
bers of the common council, a large party of gentlemen were in- 
vited (between seventy and eighty were present) to celebrate the 
day ; amongst whom were, on the right and left of the chair re- 
spectively — Sir M. W. Ridley, bart, M. P., and John Hodgson, 
esq.y M. P., Sir William Dickson, bart| the high sheriff for North- 
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umberland (George Silvcrtop, esq.), Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, 
esq., Lieut-Col. Bell, and ten officers of the Northumberland 
Yeomanry cavalry, Aldermen Cramlington, Forster, Sorsbie, Belly 
and Wright, the sheriff of Newcastle, the Rev. Ralph Brandling, 
R. Burdon Sanderson, esq., Matthew White Ridley, esq., Christ. 
Cookson, esq. (recorder of Newcastle), John Clayton, esq. (town 
clerk of Newcastle), Captains Innes and Pitts, R. N., &c. The 
repast was altogether of the first order, and included a magnificent 
dessert, with the finest flavoured ices. West Indian conserves, wines, 
&c. &c. In the course of the evening several appropriate and 
interesting addresses were elicited by the toasts, particularly that 
which was made by Sir M. W. Ridley, in which the hon. baronet 
described the unwearied devotedness of his late colleague ^Mr. 
Ellison) and himself to obtain from all former administrations, 
during the preceding twenty years, the repeal of that unjust and 
oppressive tax the abolition of which they were that day met to 
celebrate, at a superb banquet Nothing could exceed the hilarity 
and good humour which animated all parties ; and shortly afler tea 
o'clock the company separated, highly gratified with the splendid 
hospitality of the worthy chief magistrate. — For an account of the 
Richmond Shilling see February 22, page 289. 

1831 (May 5. J — A very large meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne 
and the Wear, took place at the Black Fell, near Chester-le-street, 
in the county of Durham, where they were met by the marquis of 
Londonderry, accompanied by a military escort. His lordship 
addressed the men at considerable length, reouesting them to dis* 
perse, and he would meet their delegates at Newcastle, which they 
immediately acceded to. A meeting in consequence took place at 
the Coal Trade office, Westgate-street, in Newcastle, but without 
the desired effect Another meeting took place on the following 
day, but they still held out against the terms offered them by the 
owners, and the collieries (with the exception of two or three which 
had been partially at work for a few days under the protection of the 
military), were laid completely idle. From the long strike of the pit- 
men the want of coals at this time was very severely felt by the ma- 
nufacturers and inhabitants of the different towns. For some time 
detachments of regulars, horse and foot, assisted by parties of Col. 
Bell's cavalry and dismounted troop, were stationed in the neigh- 
bourhood of Wallsend ; sentries constantly patrolled at certain 
places for the protection of the engines and premises, and the men 
who were at work ; during the night, squadrons of cavalry scoured 
the country in various directions, as the idle men were at this time 
showing a very turbulent disposition, and rather than accede to the 
terms offered, many of them with their wives and children were 
wandering about Northumberland and Durham begging. 

May 12. — The annual customary perambulation of the river 
Tyne was performed by the right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor of Newcastle, the river jury, and other members of the 
corporate body. The day was remarkably fine, and, on returning 
to the mansion-house from Shields, between one and two o'clock in 
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the aflernooD, the scene on the river was animated and enlivening ; 
every mark of respect being at all times paid to this kind and weU« 
intentioned magistrate. The Swan steam-boat, containing the 
stewards of the incorporated companies, was tastefully decorated, 
and had the following words painted on its paddle cases, viz. i~^ 
<< Archibald Reed Esor's. Fifth Mayoralty.'* It likewise 
bore tlie two flags which had been presented to the stewards by 
the representatives of the town, to be used on this occasion. After 
the parties had partaken of some refreshment at the hospitable 
mansion of the chief magistrate, they set out for Uedwin Streams 
and returned to Newcastle at nine o'clock in the evening, after 
spending the afternoon in festive commemoration of this ancient 
and favourite custom. Horse racing and other amusements took 
place on the island, called the King's Meadows, on that and the 
preceding day. 

1831 (May 16^«— -There was likely to be a serious riot at South 
Shields colliery, in consequence of an attempt to prevent the bound 
men from going to their work, which was only put down by the 
timely interference of Mr. Fairies, a magistrate of the place, and 
a party of marines. The next morning, an immense number of 
pitmen congregated at Hebbum colliery, and threw down the shaft 
all the corves, roUeys, and loose materials, to the great terror of 
the men below. Further damage was prevented by the appear- 
ance of the military. Four troops of Col. Bell's cavalry were dis« 
missed, in consequence of the arrival at Newcastle of two troops of 
the 3d dragoons. About the middle of June, the pitmen generally 
resumed their labours. 

May 20. — As a coble containing six pilots was going out of Sun- 
derland harbour to a light vessel in the omng, it was struck by a heavy 
sea and upset, and five of the men, viz. :----James Jones, Abraham 
Jones, John Wardle, William Brown, and Robert Appleby, were 
drowned. The individual saved was washed near the north pier, 
from whence a line was thrown, and he was hauled upon the quay. 
Three of the bodies, with the father of James Jones' widow, who 
died on the same day the accident happened, were interred on the 
Wednesday following. They were all carried in one funeral pro- 
cession, which deeply affected the vast concourse of spectators. 

May 27. — Was opened the large tomb in the Galilee of Dur- 
ham cathedral, in which such of the bones of the venerable Bede, 
as were in possession of the monks of Durham, were buried at the 
reformation. There were present, William Stephen Gilly, M. A., 
sub-dean ; Thomas Gisborne, M. A., residentiary ; James Raine, 
M. A., librarian ; William Jopling, mason ; Francis Bulmer ; Geo. 
Heron ; Ralph Stockley ; Robert Carr ; and Henry Carr. Two 
thin copper coins of the Hanseatic towns, (or, as they are gener- 
ally denominated, abbey pieces,) were found in the soil near the 
surface ; and below, at the depth of about three feet, disposed in 
a grave of nearly six feet in length, the following human bones, 
viz. ; — The palvarium, tolerably perfect, consisting of the os frontis 
and ossa parietalia ; the ossa temporalia and portions of the bones of 
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the basis of the skull ; the lower jaw bone, containbg no teeth, 
their sockets ossified, affording the idea of an aged person ; a par* 
tion of two malar bones ; the heads of both the humeri ; the ra- 
dius and ulna of one fore arm, the os humeri of the other ; eight 
bones of the tarsi of the feet ; a portion of the sternum ; the thigh 
bones. £ach of these bones was found exactly in the relative po- 
sition it would have occupied if the body had been entire. Some 
portions of decayed wood and moist soft dust appeared along the 
whole length of the grave, remains apparently of the coffin in which 
the bones had been placed, A large thumb ring of iron covered 
with a thick coating of gold was discovered in the place which the 
right hand would have occupied had it been there. It appeared^ 
however, to have been placed upon a bone, for which as it was too 
large, the intervening space had been filled up with coarse woollen 
cloth, portions of which remained. The device is a cinque foil* 
The ring is deposited in the library, along with the relics of St. 
Cuthbert, which were discovered May 17th, 1827, which see^ 
After a cast had been made of the skull, which was of a very 
strange formation, the bones were carefuUy deposited in a strong 
box of oak covered with lead, together with a record upon parch- 
ment of the above particulars, and were carefully re-interred, and 
the massive superincumbent altar tomb of blue marble was replaced 
on the following day. A while stfterwards was cut in bold letten 
on the summit of the tomb, the old monkish verse ; — 

" HAC SVNT IN FOSSA B^DiE VENERABILIS OSSA.** 

The cast of . the skull is in the possession of the Rev. Mr. Raine, 
who has promised to give to the public a more detailed account of 
the discovery. For an account of the venerable Bede, 9ee May 
29M, 735, vol. %., page 7. 

1831 (May 28y. — The first number of a newspaper, entitled the 
*< Sunderland Herald, Shields and Stockton Observer, and General 
Advertiser," was published at Sunderland, by Thomas Marwood and 
Co. It is at present published by Thomas Marwood. 

May — This month, some workmen employed in taking down 
the premises in the High-bridge, Newcastle, formerly the poultry 
market, but latterly occupied as a soup kitchen, for tne purpose of 
erecting a public house, in excavating the earth for the purpose of 
making a cellar, the remains of a Gothic arch was discovered, and 
amongst the rubbish some very large stones were found, and three 
fragments of dressed stone, which appeared to have formed part of 
a church or a chapel window. In corroboration of this, the work- 
men in the August following, whilst digging in order to form a 
conduit between the house and the common sewer, a part of a 
skull and several human bones were turned up, together with some 
pieces of wood, having the appearance of coffin- wood in decay. 

June 2. — The foundation stone of a new chapel was laid at 
Usworth, intended as a chapel of ease to the parish church of 
Washington, in the county ot Durham. For this undertaking the 
public were indebted to the laudable exertions of the rector, the 
Kev. H. Percival, and a few of the principal proprietors of that 
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parish, and a piece of ground for the site of the church and church 
yard, was presented by Lord Ravensworth and partners. The 
style of architecture is that of the early pointed Gothic, and is 
from a design of Mr. Green, architect, of Newcastle, who conduct- 
ed the work. 

1831 (June IS^.— The Rev. John Hodgson, vicar of Kirkwhelp- 
ington, and author of the History of Northumberland^ Sfc. S^^ under 
the direction of the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, on this and 
the three following days, had a considersi>le number of workmen em- 

Cloyed in dis-interring the remains of several curious Roman 
uildings at the famous ancient Roman city of JBorcovicui or House 
Steads on the line of the Roman wall in Northumberland. George 
Gibson, of Redesmouth, esq., owner of the place ; the Rev. James 
Raine, of Durham ; the Rev. Anthony Hedley, of Whitfield ; Mr* 
Jefferson, of Hexham ; Mr. Thomas Hodgson (Newcastle), and 
Mr. R. W. Hodgson, were also present during part of the time the 
excavations were carrying on. These researchjcs laid open the 
southern gate-way of the fortifications of the place ; two granaries 
and kilns contiguous to each of them for drying corn ; and a very 
perfect H3q)ocaustum for heating the water of a tank, either for 
the purpose of a Sudatory or a kitchen. 

June 14. — The foundation stone of an addition to the parish 
church of Hurworth upon Tees, was laid by James N. Collyer, 
esq., and also on the same day, the first stone was laid by Mrs. 
Hartley, of a National school for 150 female children, which cere- 
monies were accompanied by appropriate prayers by the Rev. John 
Greenside, curate of Hurworth, and a suitable and feeling address 
to the children of the place, by Mr. Collyer. 

June 20. — At the Canongate Court-room, Edinburgh, Thomas 
Drummond, of Biddick, in the county of Durham, grandson and 
heir male of the body of James, sixth earl of Perth, commonly cal- 
led the << duke of Perth," was, by a respectable jury, unanimously 
served nearest and lawful heir male of his deceased great grand 
uncle, Lord Edward Drummond, who took upon him the title of 
earl of Perth, and who was the youngest and last surviving son, and 
last heir male of the body of James, the fourth earl of Perth. The 
circumstances connected with this claim were said to be of the 
most interesting nature. See April 2%th^ 1830. 

June 22. — In the evening, the foundation stone of the new 
building of the Alnwick Scientific and Mechanical Institution was 
laid in the Green Bat, in that town, with great ceremony. Up- 
wards of sixty of the members and their friends assembled at the 
Star inn, at six o'clock, and marched in procession through the 
principal streets to the site of the building. The procession was 
preceded by a band of music and the flags of the free shoemakers 
and butchers, and a tri-coloured union flag. Mr. George Tate, 
one of the members read a paper respecting the institution and its 
projected building, afler which the paper, along with a few annual 
reports, and a catalogue of books then in the library, were deposit- 
ed in the foundation stone. John Lambert, esq., who presented 
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the society with the site for the building, laid the foundation stone ; 
afler which Mr. Lambert addressed the assembly at considerable 
length, pointing out the advantages to be derived by the members 
individually, and the moral and political good resultmg to the com- 
munity from such institutions. The procession headed by the music 
and the banners then returned to the Star inn. The same evening 
the event was further celebrated by an economical public supper in 
the town-hall, John Carr, esq., of Bondgate-hall, in the chair. Up- 
wards of ninety members and friends attended, when many loyal and 
appropriate healths were drunk. See November \%th I824fy page 180. 

1831 (June 23^. — Died, at Edinburgh, whither he had gone for 
the benefit of his health, aged 63 years, Mr. Edward Walker, printer 
and proprietor of the Newcastle Courant. The following charac- 
ter of Mr. Walker is given in the above journal of July 2d, 1831 :— 
*' As the conductor of a periodical journal, he was impartial and 
sincere. Founding his judgment upon facts alone, he carefully se- 
lected them from the mass of detail that weekly came before him, 
and left his readers to form their own conclusions. A spirit of 
theory, or of speculation, was alike foreign to his character. His 
mind was single, and his purpose plain, — the benefit of his fellow- 
townsmen, and of the real interests of his country, being the rulinff 
objects of his editorial career. He conducted this paper through 
an eventful period of thirty-five years ; and even his political op- 
ponents will allow that he did so, steadily, perseveringly, and, to the 
best of his judgment, for the public good. In private life he was 
sincerely and deservedly respected ; and his good-feeling towards 
many of the benevolent institutions of the town, will be best ap- 
preciated by those who have been deprived of his assistance." 
Mr. Charles Henry Cook, executor of the late Mr. Edward Walker, 
published his first paper. No. 8163; on the 9th of July, 1831, by 
whom it is continued. Mr. Walker, after having purchased the 
property of the Newcastle Courant office, published his first paper 
February the 20th, 1796. This is the oldest established journal in 
the north. See August \sty 1711, vol, i.page 132. 

June^ — The foundation stone of the Royal Arcade, in Pilgrim 
street, Newcastle, was laid. This when finished will be a most 
extensive and magnificient building. It was projected and built by 
Mr. Richard Grainger, to whom Newcastle is much indebted for 
the various improvements already made by that interprising builder. 
The Leazes -terrace and the Leazes-crescent, Blackett-street, El- 
don-square, &c. &c., owe their origin to Mr. Grainger, These are 
most healthy and pleasant situations. 

July 3. — The poor-house at Easington, in the county of Dur- 
ham, was set on fire by lightning. A little girl was killed and two 
other children were struck by the electric fluid, but were not se- 
riously hurt. A man was so severely injured, that he was not 
expected to recover. The house received trifling damage, as the 
flames were speedily got under. 

Same day, the *< City of Edinburgh," steam-packet, then sailine 
between Newcastle and London, with goods and passengers, left 



S04 HISTORICAL REGISTER OF [A. !>• 183L 

the fonner place on the above day (Sunday), at nine o clock in 
the evening, arrived in London at four o'dock on the Tuesday 
afWrnoon, delivered her cargo, took in another, left London at 
eleven o'clock the same evening, and arrived at Shields at three 
o'clock on the Thursday afternoon, performing the voyage from 
Shields to London and back, in six hours within the four days I 
being a dispatch unprecedented in sea travelling. 

1831 (July 4^. — The first stone of a new chapel at Benwell 
High-cross, near Newcastle, was laid by the Rev. John Dodd, vicar of 
Newcastle, in the presence of the committee, and a considerable 
concourse of spectators. There was formerly a chapel near the 
old mansion-house adjoining the village of Benwell, but which has 
long since ceased to exist. Set October 12iA, ^page 63. 

Jvly 7. — The new and elegant chain bridge over the river 
Tees, at Whorlton, about three miles below Barnardcastle, erected 
from the designs and under the direction of Mr. Green, architect, 
of Newcastle, was opened for public use by a procession, consisting 
of a band of music, the architect, and the committee of manage- 
ment (Archdeacon Headlam, Thomas Harrison, esq.. Captain 
Dinsdale, the Rev. William Potts, T. Wheldon, esq., and Cornelius 
Harrison, esq.), on horseback, followed by a train of twenty-seven 
carriages, and a very numerous assemblage of spectators on horse- 
back and on foot. The procession moved from Whorlton, along 
the bridge to Thorpe, the seal of Colonel Craddock, and returned 
along the bridge again to AMiorlton, when after giving three times 
three cheers for the completion of the undertaking, and *^ God save 
the King" from the band, the party separated. A number of gen- 
tlemen afterwards dined at the inn at Greta-bridge, Archdeacon 
Headlam, in the chair. Messrs. Welsh, of Gateshead, were the 
builders. The foundation of the north pier was laid August 19th, 
1830. The main chains were thrown over the piers, and safely 
moored into the rock on each side, April Ist, 1831. The span be- 
tween the points of suspension is 180 feet. See June 9thy 1829, 
page 254. 

July 9. — An explosion of hydrogen gas took place in the King 
pit, near Wreckenton, belonging to the owners of Birtley iron 
works, by which two overmen named John Dakers and John Bog- 
gon, and a boy, lost their lives. Happily the workmen had not all 
descended the pit at the time, or the loss would have been great. 
It was supposed to have been occasioned by a door having been 
left open in the mine. 

July 11. — Dr. Bedale, the celebrated swimmer, having an- 
nounced that on this day he would swim from Shields to Newcas- 
tle, the bridge at the latter place and the banks of the river Tyne, 
were crowded with persons till the time of high water. Tlie 
doctor, however, did not make the attempt, in consequence of the 
impediment he experienced from the number of boats by which he 
was surrounded ; he therefore, desisted, afler swimming a short 
way. On the following day ( Tuesday \ however, he swam from 
the Ouseburn to Scot8wood4)ridge, a distance of about five miles. 
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and certainly displaced great skill both in floating and Bwimming. 
On the 9th, he exhibited his skill in the river Wear, at Durham, 
and on the 14th, he displayed his powers in a similar way at Sun« 
derland. 

1831 (July 22 J, — For some time the seamen of the port of New- 
castle had demanded, and received in many instances, an advance of 
wages from £3. to £4. on the London voyage. This advance m- 
duced numbers of men to leave their ships at London, Hull, and 
other places, to return home, thus causing an influx of hands to a 
much greater extent than could possibly be employed, and many 
consented to work for less than £4. rather than be idle. The re- 
mainder, however, appeared to be determined that none should go 
under the increased rate, and adopted a system of unjustifiable in- 
timidation. On the above day, two men were ill-treated in South 
Shields, for having sailed for under wages, and for some days ves- 
sels were boarded on their proceeding to sea, and their crews 
threatened with punishment if they did not leave their ships. July 
26th, the Atlas was boarded by a number of men, who demanded 
the articles, and being refused, attempted to stop the vesseL As- 
sistance was immediately sent from his H. M. S. Orestes, and 
sixteen of them were taken on board that vessel, and next day sent 
under guard to Newcastle, for examination, when they were held 
to bail for their appearance at the next sessions. 

July 25. — The first coals were shipped at Port Seaham, in a 
fine brig, the property of John Buddie, esq., called the Lord Sea- 
ham, which was towed out by two steam-boats about four o'clock, 
amidst the firing of cannon and the cheering of about five thousand 
people. The marquess of Londonderry with Mr. Buddie and se- 
veral other gentlemen, were on the pier to witness the ceremony, 
and the attendance of fifleen steam vessels from Newcastle, Sun- 
derland, Stockton, &c., crowded with passengers, rendered it a 
very gay and interesting scene. 

July 27. — " Mr. Dunbar s exhibition of the works of Foreign 
and British Sculptors," at No. 2, Oxford-street, New Bridge-street, 
Newcastle, was opened to the public. It contained upwards of 
one hundred and fifty specimens in marble, bronze, alabaster, 
ivory, terracotta, &c., in addition to the celebrated group of the 
graces by Canova, the Venus de Medicis, Terpsichore, the Lans- 
down Venus, and a colossal statue of his majesty, king William 
the Fourth. Also a figure of the well-known eccentric character, 
William Purvis, better known by the name of Blind Willie, now 
80 years of age, who was baptized at All Saints' church, in New- 
castle, on the 16th of February, 1752, and is the son of John 
Purvis, waterman. For an account of this eccentric, see February 
1th, \S\%rpage 118. 

This month, died, at Cantsmill, near Elsdon, in Northumber- 
land, Mr. Robert Bolam, aged 100 years. 

July 29. — About half-past two o'clock on the morning, a bake- 
house belongiiig to Mr. Scott, in Grindon Chare, on the Quay, 
Newcastle, was discovered to be on fire by some pitmen going to 
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work. In a few minotes after, the flames burst out in every part 
of the building. In a short time the engines of the Newcastle^ 
8un, and North British fire-offices, and the engines from the bar- 
racks arrived, and by the skill with which they were applied under 
the direction of various individuals, the surrounding houses were 
preserved. The police officers and the military rendered most im- 
portant assistance in extinguishing the fire, and in preserving the 
goods from plunder and devastation. The premises consumed, 
were, a bake-house, a barber's shop, the shop of Mr. Laing, hosier, 
the shop of Mr. Gisbume, stationer, Mr. Scott's fruit lofts, and 
Mr. Frost's office. The roof of Mr. Robert Oliver, the draper's 
house, part of his furniture and books, and the roof of Messrs. 
Mackey and Smith's, drapers house, were also burnt. The drapery 
goods of Messrs. Mackey and Smith were partly injured by the 
water ; and the hosiery of Mr. Laing, and the stationery of Mr. 
Gisbume also suffered in the removed. The public-house of Mr. 
Teasdale also suffered by the fire. The property of Messrs. Oliver, 
Mackey and Smith, and Gisburne, were partly insured. The 
premises were not insured. The morning was fortunately calm, or 
great havoc might have been made among the shipping. This 
conflagration laid bare a part of what had been originally the chapel 
of St. John of Jerusalem. See May 1829, page 252. 

1831 (July 29^. — The foundation stone of a new church was laid 
at North Sunderland, by one of Lord Crewe's trustees. Owing to the 
increase of the population, the accommodation given to the fisheries 
off that coast, the improvement of the harbour, and the quantity 
of lime and com sent from thence. North Sunderland has become 
of much consequence to the county. 

July 31. — Died, in St. John's poor-house, in Newcastle, aged 68 
years, William Scott, better known by the name of CuU BiUy^ one of 
the eccentric characters of that town, and though subject to general 
aberration of mind, yet he often astonished persons by his shrewd 
answers to quebtions when put to him. When I first knew Billy, 
he lived with his mother, a poor old woman, in the Pudding Chare, 
Newcastle, who gained a livelihood by selling wooden and earthen 
ware. His mother, who was only four feet in height, was almost as 
great an object of pity as her son. Being the widow of a free 
burgess, she and her daughter were admitted inmates of the hos- 
pital for the widows of decayed merchants, in the Manor Chare^ 
where she died, and her daughter was afterwards found burnt to 
death in her apartment. Billy during the early part of the war 
with France, when troops were constantly stationed in Newcastle, 
used to precede the drums as they paraded daily through the 
streets, taking his station in advance of the drum-major, with a 
besom shank for his staff. H^ ased also at this time to preach in 
the streets to large audiences o'f o'oys, &c., who generally repaid his 
good advice with showers of stOnes, mud, &c., and as soon as he 
lefl his stand, the bojrs followed him around the streets, beating 
- and hooting him, as they would have done a cat or a dog. Being per- 
fcetly harmless (unless raised to madness by ill usage), his forknm 
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and pitiable condition aroused on his behalf a very able defen- 
der, who, under the signature of J. S., in the Newcastle Chronicle, 
of the 28th of August, 1802, appealed to the public in the follow- 
ing pathetic strain : — 

•* Whence those criet mv soul that harrow ? 

Whence those yeUt'thnl wound my ear ? 
*Ti8 the hapless child of sorrow ! 

*Tis poor Billjr*s plaint I hear. 

Now in tattered pHt^ht I see him, 

Teazing crowds around him press ; 
Ah ! will none from insult free him ? 

None his injuries redress ? 

Fiird with many a fearful notion, 

Now he utters piercing cries ; 
Startinff now with sudden motion. 

Swiftly through the streets he hies. 

Poor, forlorn and hapless creature. 

Victim of insanity; 
Sure it speaks a ruthless nature. 

To oppress a wretch like thee. 

When by generous friends protected, 

All thy actions told thee mild, 
Tho* by reatOH undirected, 

And the prey of fancies wild. 

Of those friends did heaven deprive thee. 

None alas ! supply 'd their place ! 
And to madness now to drive thee, 

Ceaaeless strives a cruel race. 

Youth forlorn ! tho* crowds deride thee, 

Gentle minds for thee must grieve ; 
Back to reason wish to guide thee. 

And thy ev*ry want relieve. 

O from this sad state to snatch thee. 

Why delay the good and kind $ 
Piip calls on them to watch thee. 
And to tranquillize thy mind.*' 

Soon afler the publication of this appeal, the compassion of the 
overseen of St. John's parish (wherein Billy resided) was excited, 
and he was taken into Uie poor-house, where he was kept confined 
until the turbulence of his spirit was reduced, and here ne remain- 
ed until his death. It is said that in his juvenile years every en- 
deavour had been made to give him a good education, but without 
the desired effect ; however his shrewd preaching, repeating certain 
prayers, which he did in a clear and distinct manner, and his being 
able to write, shew that he had acquired some instruction. The 
following is a copy verbatim of one of his promissory notes, in the 
possession of Mr. G. A. Brumell : — *' I Promise to Pay Mr, George, 
Atley Brumell, or Bearer, Thee Sum, of one Pound, or you may. 
Pay It to me, William Scott, Saint Johns, Parish House 30 Day 
September." This was written in the year 1825. Having a par- 
ticular aversion to the title of poor-house, he always designated it 
the Parish House. The fbllowing copy of an advertisement, dated 
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June 2Srd, 1770, was from the father of this eccentric : — ^** Wil- 
liam Scott, Joiner and Cabinet-maker, late at the Head of the 
Side, Newcastle, takes this method of acquainting his friends and 
the public, that he is removed to a new house, near Mr. Dagnia's 
at the Forth, where he continues to carry on the House Carpenter 
and Joiner Business in all its branches, and likewise makes all sorts 
of Household Furniture of Mahogany, Walnut-tree, Wainscot, 
Beech, &c. He returns his sincere thanks to his friends for past 
favours, and promises to all who please to employ him, to do their 
business as well and as reasonable as can be afforded. Orders will 
be punctually executed and gratefully acknowledged." A portrait 
of this eccentric may be had of John Sykes. 

1831 (Aug. \), — A new colliery at Waldridge Fell, belonging to 
Messrs. Sowerby and Co., was opened for the vend of coals. A 
great number of the inhabitants of Chester-le-Street and the neigh- 
bourhood assembled on the occasion. Shortly after twelve o'clock, 
the first waggon load of coals was drawn off amid the loud cheers 
of the populace, accompanied by a full band of music. The extent 
of the railway from the colliery to the river Tyne was nearly eleven 
miles. A party of gentlemen afterwards dined together at the 
Lambton Arms, in Chester-le-Street, in celebration of the event, 
and the workmen were also regaled with roast beef and pltimb 
pudding, ale, &c. For a most daring outrage done to this colliery, 
$ee December 24/A, 1831. 

August 4. — The first number of a weekly paper entitled " The 
Albion ; or Shields, Newcastle, Sunderland, and Durham Weekly 
Advertiser," was printed and published at South Shields, by B. G. 
Sharp and Co., and given gratis. It contained nothing but adver- 
tisements. This was the only number that appeared. 

AugustlS. — The colliers of the Tyne and the Wear, to the number 
of 10,000 or 12,000, met at Boldon Fell, in the county of Durham. 
During the forenoon the roads in the vicinity presented an unusual 
bustle, the men walking in procession from the different collieries, 
bearing flags and banners, and in two or three instances attended 
by bands of music. The banners were numerous and of the gayest 
description, nearly all being embellished with a painted design, or 
with a motto more or less connected with the recent struggle of 
the pitmen and their employers. The object of the meeting was 
to get up an address to his majesty, thanking him for his benefi- 
cent attention to the wants of his people, for the reform bill, and 
for the support he liad given to his ministers. About twelve 
o*clock, the speakers, who consisted of a few of the delegates from 
each colliery, mounted a cart, and proceeded to the business of the 
day. Thomas Hepburn first presented himself, and recommended 
order, sobriety, and attention to their religious duties, as the best 
means they could adopt to preserve the advantages they had gained, 
and to keep up in the public mind that favourable feeling which 
had been so generally elicited towards them during the strike. 
He was followed in a similar strain by Robert Arkle, Charles Far- 
kinson, B« Pile, and R. Atkinson, the latter of whom recommended 
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that Hepburn (one of the most active promoters and sustainers of the 
strike) should be appointed by the Union of the trade, and be main- 
tained by the same body, to visit the different collieries, and enforce 
the rules of the union, the necessity of good conduct, and the duty 
of attention to the education of the younger branches of their fami- 
lies. The several addresses were patiently listened to, and loudly 
applauded ; they were delivered with peculiar fervour, and when 
touching on the results of the strike, and the steps necessary to be 
taken in consequence, they exhibited considerable acuteness as to 
the course of conduct which could alone preserve to them the ad- 
vantages they had acquired, and render them deserving of them* 
The topic least commented on was that which they had met chiefly • 
to discuss. They had no resolutions prepared respecting it— no 
address to his majesty to lay before the meeting. It was at length 
resolved, however, that the delegates should meet that day week 
and prepare one ; and that, in the mean time, the signatures of 
the workmen at each colliery should be procured for the pur- 
pose of affixing them to it. Thanks having been voted to the pub- 
lic for their synipathy, and to the king and his excellent ministers, 
particularly to Lords Grey, Brougham, and Durham, the bands 
were ordered to strike up the national anthem, which they did 
very effectively, amidst tremendous cheering. The immense as- 
semblage then dispersed in a similar order to that in which they 
arrived. 

1831 (Aug» 16^. — On this day (Tuesday), the first number of a 
newspaper entitled " The Northumberland Advertiser, and Agricul- 
tural, Shipping, and Commercial Journal," was printed and pub- 
lished at North Shields by William Fordyce. 

August 18. — Died, in Pandon, Newcastle, aged 106 years, 
Hugh Smith, commonly known by the appellation of Blue Breeks ; 
he went about in his usual health till within a short time of his 
death. 

August 25. — The address agreed to at the meeting ofpitmen on 
Boldon Fell, was dispatched on the evening of this day (Thursday), 
to Lord Melbourne for presentation to his majesty, after havmg 
received 11,561 signatures from the workmen employed at 57 col- 
lieries on the rivers Tyne and Wear. 

August 30. — Died, at the house of her son-in-law, at Washing- 
ton Mill House, Durham, Mrs. Isabella Smith, in her 100th year. 

August. — << The asylum for female Penitents, for Newcastle 
upon T3me and its vicinity," was established. A house was taken 
and entered upon in Villa Place, capable of receiving eight or ten 
inmates, and within six months it was full, and several applicants 
had been refused admission, very reluctantly, for want of room ; 
this induced the committee to call (by circular, dated Febniaryi 
1832,) upon the benevolent and humane public, to enable them to 
obtain a large house and an assistant matron. Mr. Brand, under 
the year 1763, says, << July 9th, mention occurs of a design in agi- 
tation, to establish an hospital in Newcastle for the reception of 
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penitent prostiiates."* The late alderman, Hugh Hornby, esq^ 
in his notes to Brand's History, says, *' This was only a jest, ori- 
ginating at a tavern among some persons of a bacchanalian dispo- 
fition." 

1831 (Sept S^«— In the evening a new Methodist chapel was 
imened in Park-street, Darlington, by the Rev. Jabez Bunting, 
iL A.> the chapel previously m use, though very commodious, 
having proved too small for the great increase of the members of 
Ikat society in Darlington and the neighbourhood. 

September 5. — Whilst a man named Walker, banksman at Elvet 
colliery, near Durham, was laying hold of a corf of coals which 
had been drawn to the mouth of the shall, he was nearly precipi- 
tated to the bottom owing to the mismanagement of the individual 
vbo attended, inasmuch as he lowered the corf instead of raising 
it, which caused Walker to fall with his head downwards, and fall- 
ing with his hands in the corf, whilst his feet were caught by some 
projection at the side of the shaft ; he remained in this position 
imul a person, not far from the spot, came and rescued him, by 
cbawing him up by the feet. The poor fellow when placed safe, 
was so sensible of the dangerous situation he had been in, that he 
burst into tears. 

Stpiember 6. — Died, at his house in Anderson-place, New;- 
eaade, George Anderson, esq., F. S. A.> formerly major of the 34th 
regiment of foot, and a deputy-lieutenant and magistrate of the 
county of Northumberland, in the Tlst year of his age. Major 
Asderson was very liberal to various of the public institutions of 
•Newcastle ; he presented a vahiable painting to the parish of St. 
Andrew, which is placed over the altar table of that church (see 
page 24), he also contributed liberally towards the building of 
the new chapel of St. Thomas at the Barras-bridge (see October 
I9ihy 1830), and by will left the following bequests : — to the church 
of St. Anarew £100 to repair and ornament the tower, and a 
farther bequest of £400 to erect a spire 100 feet high, if the tower 
shall be found capable of bearing it, his wish being that it may be 
risible from Durham, and be an ornament to the town. He also 
left to St. John's church £200, to raise a spire 50 feet high on the 
tower thereof, with his arms engraven thereon ; and £500 to St. 
Nicholas' church for the purpose of obtaining a large bell to strike 
the hours upon, all of which bequests to be null and void if not 
complied with in the course of three years from his death. He 
was interred in St. Nicholas' church ; his funeral was attended by 
a great number of gentry and a long train of carriages. A short 
account of Anderson-place may perhaps be interesting : — It was 
built in the year 1580 by Robert Anderson, merchant, out of the 
offices and nearly upon the site of the Franciscan Friary. It was 
in this house that King Charles L was kept a prisoner whilst in 
Newcastle. See voL L page 100. Sh: Francis Anderson, knt., in 

* Bnmd*8 History of Newcastle, vol. iL page 540. 
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tlie year 1675 conveyed it to Sir William Blackett, bart^ who 
added the two wings without preserving the style and uniformity 
of the original building. It afterwards came into the possession oif 
Sir Walter Blackett, barU, M. P. for Newcastle, by nis marriage 
with Sir William's grand-daughter. Sir Walter Blackett, who died 
in 1777, kept an almost princely establishment here. See Febrw^ 
aty 14, 1777, vo/. t. page 309. After Sir Walter's death it was first 
offered to the corporation of Newcastle, but refused I After thiSf 
in the year 1782, Sir Thomas Blackett, called upon Mr. George 
Anderson, an opulent builder,* who instantly closed the purchase. 
His son, the late Major Anderson, styled it Anderson-place, it 
having been, at two distant periods, in the possession of different 
families of the same name. It at present forms three distinct houses* 
I possess a Korcty large, and curious bird's-eye view of this buildings 
drawn by Knjrff, and engraved by Kyp, entitled " The Seat of 
the Honble. Sr. Wm. Blackett, Bartt., with part of the Town of 
Newcastle upon Tyne." The arms of Blackett, impaling Conyers.f 
What are now small dwelling-houses facing into Pilgrim-street» 
appear to have been at that time stabling and out-houses; the 
range of which, from High Friar-lane to Richmond-court, contains 
three gates and a door. Near the centre gate or principal entrance 
is shewn what was called Blackett's Pant. The other principal 
objects shewn in this print are Brigham*s Alms-houses, forming the 
angle between Pilgrim-street and High Friar-street (see the year 
1534, voL t. p€tge 72), Pilgrim-street gate and the town-wall, to 
and with Newgate, St. Andrew's church, St. John's church, and 
St. Nicholas' church, and the whole of the ground most beautifiilly 
laid out in gardens, &c., belonging to this princely mansion, the 
ground of which is said to have been more extensive than any 
other house in the kingdom within a walled town. 

1831 (Sept, SJ, — Being the day set apart for the celebration of 
the coronation of King Wdliam IV., and his illustrious consort, at 
Newcastle, the morning was ushered in with every mark of respect 
and joy. At an early hour the guns from the castle fired a rojral 
salute, and the bells of the various churches rung merrily, and the 

* The following is extracted from the books of the bricklayers* company :-m 
*« June 13, 1715. — George Anderson, son of Thomas Anderson, late of Ben- 
welly Taylor, apprentice to George Stoddart by Inde. Dated 19th May 171^* 

}£dwd. Johnson, Esq. Mayor. 
Ro&ER Matfen, Esq* Shenff,** 
^ Sir William Blackett, bart., of Newcastle, Wallington, and Hexham 
Pnory, married Julia, only daughter of Sir Christopher Conyers, of Horden, 
in the county of Durham. He was mayor of Newcastle in the years leSS 
and 1608 ; govemor of the Hoastmen*s Company in the years 1684, 1691, 
and 1692; M. P. for Newscatle, from the year 168A to his death, in the year 
1706 ; created a baronet 23d January, 1684, high sheriff of Northumberland 
in the year 1689. He died in London, and was buried in St. Nicholas* 
church, in Newcastle, December 29ib, 1706. The expense of his funeral 
was £688. 14«., one item of which sum was, ** 1,236 paire of colour*d double 
stiched ffloves at 2si per paire, or for as many as are used.** He was the 
father of Sir William Blackett, btrt, whose marriage and death is gi^en in 
voL i. page 141. 
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•hops were very generally closed, all business beinff suspended* 
On the mommg the corporate body of the town went m procession 
to St. Nicholas church, and attended divine service ; an excellent 
and appropriate sermon was preached by the Rev. John Dodd» 
vicar, ft'om Ist Tim. chap. ii. verses 1 and 2. Dinners in honour 
of the coronation were held at various places in that town. His 
worship, Archibald Reed, esq., mayor, gave a grand dinner at the 
mansion-house ; the stewards of the incorporated companies dined 
at Mr. Taylor's, the George inn, in Pilgrim-street, which displayed 
a number of loyal flags during the day. The mayor and copora- 
tion, and the brethren of the Trinity -house, gave £20., to be con- 
tested for by six-oared boats on the river Tjne ; the contest to 
commence from the high end of Sandgate, and the boats were to 
proceed up the river, round the island called the King's Meadows, 
and back to the bridge. After a well-contested struggle, the race 
was won by the William Clayton, 1st., receiving £10., the Flying 
Fish, 2d., receiving £6. ; and the Robert Bell, 3d., receiving £4im 
Three other boats started, which came in as follows : — John Bow- 
man 4th, the Tyne 5th, and the Caljrpso 6th. According to previous 
announcement, Mr. Green, the aeronaut, ascended in his magnifi- 
cent balloon from the Spital Field, amidst a great concourse of 
spectators. He was accompanied by Major Callender, and it was 
his 96th ascent.* The day was not the most favourable, being 
very heavy and inclined to wet. The balloon, however, rose from 
the earth in grand style, taking a direction nearly west, with an 
almost imperceptible motion. After remaining a considerable time 
in view, the balloon sunk behind a cloud, but it appeared again just 
like a speck, then disappeared, and was not again visible. After 
remaining about half an hour in the air, it descended upon the fine 
lawn in front of Close House, about eight miles from Newcastle, 
the seat of Mrs. Bewicke, to whose kind hospitality the aeronauts 
were much indebted for her liberal supply of every sort of refresh- 
ment. It is worthy of remark, as a singular coincidence that this 
lady was returning home, afler an absence of four months at her 
seat in the county of Durham, whilst the balloon was sailing over her 
head in tlie same direction, and just as her carriage drove up to her 
door the aerial travellers alighted upon the lawn in front of it. The 
balloon was packed up upon the spot and carried upon a gate by a 
party of men to the village of Heddon on the Wall, from whence 
It was conveyed in a cart back to Newcastle ; Mr. Green and Major 
Callender accompanied it on foot, and having, on their arrival, re- 
paired by invitation to the mansion-house, they met with a very 
hearty and enthusiastic reception from the mayor and the very large 
party who were assembled to celebrate their majesties' coronation. 
The excellent arrangements of Mr. Green gave very general satis- 
faction. Mr. Green ascended again from Newcastle on the 12th and 
the 19th of September, which see. The dinner at the mansion-house 
was of the most splendid description ; at seven o'clock, about 200 

* Messrs. Green had, in 182A, ascended four times fit>m Newcastle. See 
page 184. 
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gentlemen sat doim (invited by card), in two apartments, the right 
worshipful the mayor, and alderman Cramlingtony presiding in one 
room, supported by William Smith, esq^ sheriff, and John Adamson, 
esq^ under sheriff, as vice-presidents ; and aldermen Forster and 
Bell presiding in the other room. On the removal of the doth, 
the chairman called for a bumper, and said, he would trouble the 
meeting with only a few observations, but it was a pleasing reflec* 
tion to consider bow many of his majesty's subjects were at that 
moment celebrating his most gracious majesty's coronation. To 
his majesty he most devoutly wished prosperity and happiness ; 
and trusted he would long rei^ over a free, happy, and united 
people ; this toast was drunk with four times four cheers and very 
^reat applause ; and was immediately followed by the band strik- 
ing up the national anthem of << God save the Ktng" and a royal 
salute fired from the castle. Many excellent and appropriate toasts 
were given and drunk with enthusiasm. The ball at the Assembly 
Rooms, in the evening, was most brilliantly attended ; neariy 160 
of the ladielB and gentlemen in the neighbourhood being present, 
and the dancing was kept up with great spirit until a late hour.- 
In the forenoon, the soldiers m the barracks, were reviewed by the 
commanding officer of the district, and fired a/ev de joie. The in- 
mates of the Freemen's hospitals were presented with 2«. and %tL 
each, and the poor in the different parish workhouses were regaled 
with roast beef, plum puddins, and ale. 

The Northern Political Union being determined on a public 
meeting this day, in order to move an address of thanks to his 
majesty for the reform bill, and also to adopt a petition to be pre- 
sented to the House of Lords, began to assemble about ten o'clock, 
and proceeded in a body to the town-moor, whither hustings, 
erected on waggons, were drawn for the accomodation of ue 
speakers. The procession was headed by a band o^ music, and 
various emblematical flags, (amongst which was a laree tri-coloured 
one,) gave a novel character to the scene. The weather was rather 
inauspicious, and immediately before the commencement of the 
business, the assemblage, between 2,000 and 3,000, was visited by 
a heavy shower of rain. The preliminaries having been gone 
through, Mr John Fife (surgeon^ moved that the chair be taken 
by Charles Attwood, esq. Tne motion was followed by loud 
cheers. Mr. Attwood said, it gave him great pleasure to preside 
at a meeting like the present. They met not now as reformers 
were wont to meet, amid peril, and obloquy and injustice, surround- 
ed by danger, and even, at times, exposed to slaughter (hear and 
cheers). They could now congratulate each other on the attain- 
ment of an object which would secure their liberties, and establish 
the well being of the community. They were met to congratulate 
their king, to whom they owed the triumph of meeting in peace 
and joy, in hope and in ssiety, to press forward a cause, whicn, ere 
long must be successful (cheers). There was no danger now in 
granting reform, for the xing and the people were in unison ; the 
only danger now to be apprehended was from refusing it. To his 

yoL. II. s s 
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majesty they were indebted for this happy posture of afiairs, and 
he (the chairman) could not but view the accession of that mo- 
narch, at this juncture, as a providential interference, and a token 
that the spirit and necessity of reform was no longer to be resisted 
or contended with. If they were, let their opponents beware of 
the volcanic elements by which they were surrounded, the mingling 
-storm, and lightning, and earthquake, which would only termi- 
nate 

" In fierj conflagration strong. 

And many a sanguine stream !*' (Lioud cheers.) 

Having called their attention to one part of the business of the 
day — the congratulation of his majesty on the thrice-happy occa- 
sion of his royal coronation, there was another part to which he 
roust direct them, less grateful, perhaps, to their feelings, but cer- 
tainly not less necessary to their interests, and that was to present 
a petition to the House of Lords, imploring them to promote the 
views of the king, the people, and the House of Commons, by pass- 
ing the reform bill. After some further remarks, Mr. Attwood 
proceeded to observe, that the petition which would be submitted 
to their adoption had been taken great pains with, in its preparation, 
so as to make it worthy of a people who had a high interest in the 
boon they required, and at the same time to prove it in language 
befitting the station and privileges of a body to whom it was to be 
presented ; he requested the meeting to hear all the speakers with 
the same attention they had so honourably accorded to him, to give 
every one a fair hearing, to decide fairly, and concluded by hoping 
that the event might be fortunate (cheers). The meeting was 
afterwards severally addressed by Mr. John Fife, Mr. A. L. Potter, 
Mr. T. H. Bell, of Alnwick, Mr. Joseph Watson, Mr. Charles Lar- 
kin, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, senior,* Mr. Weatherston, Mr. Wilson, 
of Hexham, &c., after which an address to his majesty and the pe- 
tition to the House of Lords were read and adopted.f The mem- 
bers of the Union and the friends of Reform then lefl the ground and 
proceeded to the dinner, provision for which had been previously 
made at one shilling and sixpence each, in a field behind Forth- 
street (formerly called Blackett's-field) and the town's wall, be- 
longing to Mr. Featherston, and shortly afler one o'clock, between 
1,500 and 1,600 sat down. The arrangements were very complete ; 
four large tents were erected, each containing two rows of tables, 
well stored with roast and boiled beef, ham, and bread. A separate 
table was set apart for the chairman and the counsel of the union. 
On each side of the square, tents were placed for the purpose of sup- 
plying the company with ale or spirits at their own cost. Mr. Att- 
wood again took the chair, and afler dinner, proposed *< ike health 

* Mr. Eneas Mackenzie died afler a few hours* illness on the 2l8t Fe- 
bruary, 1832, which ser, 

f The petition to the House of Lords was despatched to I^ondon on the 
30th of September, 1831, with 30,734 signatures appended. It measured in 
length 167 yards. 
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if his majesty^** in terms of warmth and afFection which called forth, 
repeated bursts of applause. After the toast was drunk, the cheer- 
ing was tremendous; a salute was fired from some cannon in the 
neighbourhood, and the cheering was renewed for some time. The 
next toast was the <^ Queen and the rest of the royal family ;*' in 
giving which, the chairman paid a high compliment to the exalted 
virtues of her majesty. This toast was drunk with great applause* 
The chairman, sdfler a neat preface, next gave *^ The people^ the 
only legitimate source of power^*'' drunk with immense cheering. 
Various other toasts were drunk, introduced by appropriate and 
effective remarks. During the dinner the balloon made its appear- 
ance as before stated, and had a grand effect, the place of ascension 
being only separated from this field by the town-wall. This im- 
mense number dined without the least disorder or inconvenience. 

This being the fiftieth year since R. Ilaikes, esq., devised the 
plan of Simday-school instruction, the committee of the Newcastle 
Sunday-school Union determined to hold a jubilee on the day of 
the coronation, in celebration of the event. On the morning at 
six o'clock, the teachers of the various schools met in Brunswick- 
place chapel, to crave the divine blessing upon themselves and their 
children. At ten o'clock the children and their teachers met in 
the same chapel where th^y were addressed by their ministers. In 
the aflenioon nearly 2,000 children, and 300 teachers took tea 
together in their respective school-rooms, when most of them were 
presented with a beautiful jubilee card, containing a portrait of Mr. 
Raikes, and the jubilee hymn, *< Blow ye the trumpet, blow," &c. 
(engraved by Mr. Col lard, and supposed to be the first portrait on 
steel done in Newcastle). In the evening a special general meet- 
ing of the Union was held in St. James' chapel, Blackett-street, 
which was most numerously attended. The meeting was address- 
ed by the chairman, John Fenwick, esq., Messrs. D. H. Wilson, J. 
Heaton, W. Cruikshanks, of the Temperance Society, T. Brunt- 
ing, G. Sample, A. Reed, and J. F. Grant. The collection amount- 
ing to £7. bs. 8d. 

In Gateshead, the children and teachers assembled in the Wes* 
leyan-chapel when addresses were given by Messrs. Sumner^ 
Mortimer, and Cruikshanks ; and in the afternoon the children pari* 
took of refreshments with their teachers. A numerous party of 
the most respectable inhabitants of Gateshead celebrated the coro- 
nation by a dinner at Mr. Kenmir's, the William the Fourth inn, at 
that place ; George Hawks, esq., in the chair ; Mr. J. Fairbairn, 
vice-president. After the cloth was removed, the chairman, in a 
neat and appropriate address, congratulated the companv on the 
joyous cause of their assembling, ^ter which he proposed, <* The 
King, and may he long reign over a free, loyal, and united people," 
which was drunk with cheers and acclamations. A gentleman of 
the company then sung «* God save the King," in the chorus to 
which he was enthusiastically joined by the company. This toast 
was followed by '• The Queen," " The Princess Victoria" and the 
rest of the royal family. Many other loyal and local toasts were 
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dniDk, and the comptny separated at a late hour. Another publie 
dinner took place in Gateshead at Mrs. Calvert's, the Half Mooo 
inn, by about twenty gentlemen, principally ofiBcers of £zc»8e of 
Gateshead and its vicinity, Robert C<Hilson, esq., in die chair; 
Mr. James Thompson vice-president* A numl]«r of lojal and 
other appropriate toasts were drunk, and the evening was qieni 
with great cheerfulness. 

The coronation day having been appointed for laying the foun- 
dation stone of a new Episcopal chapel, at Hetton, in the countj 
of Durham, the ceremony took place at twelve o'clock on that day* 
The stone marked " Will. IV. Sep. 8, 1831," being lowered down, 
it was arranged and adjusted according to masonic rule, by G. T. 
Fox, esq., of Durham, in the presence of several of the subscribers and 
inhabitants of Hetton ; afVer which an appropriate address was de- 
livered by the Rev. E. S. Thurlow, rector or Houghton-le-Spring, 
in which parish the chapel is situated. It is likely to be of great 
service in so populous a neighbourhood as Hetton, where there are 
not less than 6,000 to 6,000 mostly arisen from the establishment of 
the great collieries near it. The building fiinds arise from si^ 
scriptions of the late and present bishops of Durham, the dean and 
chapter, and Lord Crewe s trustees, and of sundry individuals in* 
terested in the success of the coal-niin^s, with grants in aid by 
the parliamentary commissions, and the church building society of 
London. 

The coronation of their majesties was observed at Stocktoiii 
by the bells being rung merrily, and a display of flags from 
the Custom-house, Town-house, and numerous shipping in the 
harbour, the shops were closed, and the day was obsreved as a 
holiday. At seven o'clock on the morning, the bellman summoned 
the poor in the town to attend at the sluunbles, where Robert 
Lamb, esq., mayor, with his accustomed liberality and kind atten- 
tion to the wants of his fellow-creatures, at his own expense, caused 
about 160 stones of beef to be distributed, and which was done to 
between 400 and 500 families. At four o'clock, the mayor, with 
a lar^e party of gentlemen, dined at the Town-house ; the dinner 
consisted of every delicacy the season could afford ; several loyal 
and appropriate toasts were drunk, and the evening was spent with 
great conviviality. 

The coronation of their majesties was observed with great re- 
spect at Darlington. The shops were all dosed, the bells were 
rung during the whole of the day, a band of music paraded the 
streets, and three public dinners most respectably attended, were 
held, there being present the leading gentlemen and tradesmen of 
the town. The dinners reflected ereat credit on Mr. Losh, of the 
King's-head ; Mr. Hird, of the Fleece ; and Mr. Benson, of the 
Sun inn. Guns were fired in abundance, and a bonfire made at 
night ; and the gas monument (which had recently been erected 
in the Market-place,) was lighted for the first time. The dmw 
passed over without any accident, and the town was partly illomi- 
nated at night. 
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A grand dinner party was held at t^p J^ndonderry-arms, Sea- 
ham harbour, to celebrate the coronatioo of their majesties. 

A very magnificent display of Chinese fire-works took place at 
Barnardcastle, in honour of the coronation of their maj^^sties. The 
display continued from eight o'clock till half-past eleven o'clock in 
the evening, and reflected great credit upon the ingenuity of Mr* 
T. Bell, the contriver and conductor of the exhibition. 

At Sunderland, the 82d regiment, stationed at the barracks, 
fired a^etf de joU in honour of the day, flags were displayed in 
various parts of the town, all business was suspended, cannons 
were fired and bells were rung. A large party of gentlemen dined 
at Kay's, the Golden Lion inn. Sir Cuthbert Sharp in the chair, 
and the poor in Sunderland workhouse were plenteously regaled 
with roast beef and plum pudding, with a sufficiency of ale. In the 
evening, the town was partly illuminated. 

At South Shields, the festivities of the day were observed by 
the ringing of bells, firing of guns, &c. At eight o'clock on the 
the morning, 500 poor families were supplied with 41bs. of beef, 
and a loaf of bread each. A fieit sheep was also distributed to the 
poor by Mr. John Oyston. At half-past ten o'clock, a grand con- 
cert was given in St. Hilda's chapel by the choral society, and a 
band, Mr. Ingham performing on the organ. At one o'clock, a 
general meeting of the inhabitants was held in the market-place, 
pursuant to public notice, when a loyal address to their majesties 
was read and agreed to amid great cheering. Nicholas Fairies, 
esq., was chairman, and Robert Ingham, esq., moved the address. 
At the conclusion of the address, the band commenced playing 
*< God save the King," when the choral society and the assembled 
multitude joined in singing it. Flags were displayed from the 
ships in the harbour, as well as from many houses in the town ; 
parties dined at the principal inns, the poor were also regaled with 
a dinner and ale at the workhouse, the sailors had a procession, 
and there was a display of fire works in the evening. 

At North Shields, the coronation was celebrated with every de» 
monstration of joy. The bells rung many merry peals, guns were 
fired from Cliflbrd's-fort, and the ships in the harbour displayed a 
gay appearance, being all decorated with flags. To make the poor 
comfortable on this memorable occasion, a liberal subscription was 
entered into by the inhabitants, from the proceeds of which each 
poor family was supplied with bread, beef, and ale. £50. were 
given by the managers of the seamen's relief fund to be distributed 
to the scullermen in beef and bread. A large and respectable 
party dined at the George Tavern, when many loyal and patriotic 
toasts were drunk. The fish-women had also a dinner in their 
market on the New Quay, and got so merry, that they footed it 
** on the light fantastic toe" before parting 

At Ilowdon-dock, near North Shields, there was a distribution 
of five fat sheep, one hundred loaves, and a barrel of ale, among the 
poor inhabitants of that village. 

The Harmonic society of Morpeth, held a concert of sacred 
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tnuBiC) in the church of Ihst town (gratis), to celebrate the coro- 
nation of their majesties (S. Fenwick, esq^ presided at the organ), 
which was attended by a most numerous and respectable audience. 
The selection was pnncipally from the works of Handel, Masco, 
&C. The coronation authem was unanimously encored, and the 
performance was executed with great taste and precision, and re- 
flected much credit on the society. 

At Chester-le-street, the bells were rung merrily, and Mr. John 
Jackson, of South Shields, gave to twenty poor persons of the 
former place, one ounce of tea, one pound of sugar, and a cake 
each, to regale themselves on the occasion of the coronation. 

On this auspicious day, great rejoicings took place at all the 
towns and most of the villages in Northumberland and Durham, 
indeed, one universal feeling, seemed to pervade the whole king- 
dom. 

1831 (Sept. \i). — Being Sunday, the coronation of the kine was 
celebrated with great solemnity at the Catholic chapel, in New- 
castle. The Rev. Mr. Worswick, preached an eloquent and im- 
pressive sermon on the duty and obligation of loving one's country, 
afler which he invoked the blessings of heaven on this bdoYed 
country, and its patriotic and reforming sovereign, and the coro- 
nation anthem was sung. The solemnities of the day concluded 
with the ceremony of benediction, and the performance of a grand 
Te Deum compored by Graun. Mr. Charles Miller presided at 
the organ, and several gentlemen of the choral society lent their 
assistance. 

September 12. — Mr. Green and Major Callender ascended in 
the magnificent balloon of the former, a few minutes after three 
o'clock, from the yard of the gas company, in the Manors, New- 
castle. The ascent was considered private, although thousands of 
people were assembled to witness it, and every place commanding 
a view of the yard was crowded. The balloon when disengaged, 
rose rapidly but steadily in a course towards the west ; but when 
it gained a certain elevation, it seemed to remain motionless for a 
few minutes over the town, and then took a north-easterly direc- 
tion. When at a considerable height, the aeronauts threw out a 
pigeon, which fell almost perpendicularly, until it reached a por- 
tion of the atmosphere sufficiently dense for buoyancy and the ex- 
ercise of its wings, 'llie balloon, after being about an hour in the 
air, descended at Low Gosforth, nearly three miles from Newcastle* 
The day was tolerably favourable ; the clouds, though numerous, 
flying at a great height ; and the grandeur of the spectacle was 
heightened at intervals by the sun breaking out from behind the 
clouds. 

September 19. — Mr. Green made another ascent from the cor- 
poration yard, near the gas works, in the Manors, Newcastle. On 
this occasion, he was accompanied by Miss Oyston, daughter of 
Mr. Ambrose Oyston, brick manufacturer, of South Shields. An 
immense concourse of spectators were assembled to witness the 
ascent, both in the yard which was fitted up for the reception of 



A. D IB31.] REMARKABLE EVENTS. 819 

company, and on every house top and eminence which could com- 
mand a sight of the balloon. The day was clear, but somewhat 
windy, which occasioned a little delay in the aeronauts commenc- 
ing their journey, but the interval was agreeably filled up by let- 
ting off several pilot balloons. As this was the first time that a 
female had ascended from Newcastle, the following account from 
Mr. Green may be interesting : — << Between the hours of two and 
three in the afternoon of Monday last, was the time announced for 
my ascent, at which period a sufficiency of gas was procured for 
that purpose ; but from the force of the wind then prevailing, com- 
bined with a desire to fulfil my engagement to the letter of my 
announcement, I requested permission from the ladies and gentle- 
men who had done me the honour of witnessing the preparations, 
to wait some time after that set forth in my advertisements, at the 
same time informing them, that I had no doubt that in the course 
of a few minutes, there would be a sufficient lull of the wind to 
enable me to add to the sublimity of the ascent, which, in fact, 
was the case. I also informed them, that if it was in accordance 
with their wishes, I would immediately make the ascent, but from 
the cause named, decline being accompanied by a lady ; on men- 
tioning which, the company expressed themselves perfectly satis- 
fied, and remained until twenty-five minutes past four, when my 
companion (Miss Oyston, of South Shields^, took her seat in the 
car, and I released the balloon from the only remaining tie which 
confined it to the earth. On first rising, the balloon took north- 
west, a direction in which it continued about twelve minutes, when 
it encountered a slight current from the south-south-east ; but, on 
allowing a small portion of gas to escape, which I was compelled 
to do from the sudden expansion thereof, it again met with the 
original current, and after gaining an altitude of nearly a mile and 
a half, and floating thirty-Jive minutes^ I effected a landing with little 
or no inconvenience. It was my intention to have prolonged the 
excursion as far as Morpeth, but from the favourable state of the 
country over which we were hovering, I judged it imprudent so to 
do, more especially as the wind was dien blowing strongly from the 
south-east, and the country we were approaching being thickly 
studded with trees, which would have rendered the descent mucn 
more inconvenient, and to a certain extent dangerous. My com- 
panion was much delighted with the novelty of her situation, and 
the beauty of the scenery presented to her, and continually ex- 
pressed her astonishment at the comparative littleness of every 
object that met her eye. A few minutes after leaving the eartn, 
I threw some pieces of paper from the car ; and crossing a field of 
sheep, my companion directed my attention to the pieces of paper^ 
which she stated she could distinctly see on the ground, but it 
ultimately proved to be the sheep alluded td. The descent took 
place in a pasture field called Saltwick Hawes, in the parish of 
Stannington. On descending, we were kindly invited to Startup 
House, in Ogle Barony, where we partook of the hospitality of its 
worthy host, and awaited the arrival of a chaise from Mqrpefh, in 



UISTOIICAL RXOIITER OF 



which conreyance we airiTed at Newcsatle about half-pait twelve 
o'clock." 

18SI (SqtL 9Q}. — About nine o'clock on the morning, a dread- 
nil exploaioo titok pbtce in the Willingtoa High Pit, the property 
of Mewrg. Bell and Co^ by which three men and eight hone* were 
kulod, and fourteen men tcTerely burnt. Tite whde complement 
of men were in the colliery at die time of the accident, and many 
raore liTM m|ut have been loat, but from another outlet to the pit, 
by vhidl the men were drawn up. The namet of the sufferen were, 
Michael Martin, Thomas Nicbtrils, and Joi^ Amutroog. 



OettAer 10. — The common council of Newcastle, established a 
new corporate company entitled " The Company of Grocers and 
Spicera of Newcastle upon Tyne," of which Taylor Gibson, Henry 
Jeffenon, John Daglieh, Tbrnnae Atkioson, Robert Usher, William 
Alexander Bowes, Thomas Dobson, William Pearson, William Mow- 
bray Potts, John Mowbray, Septiraos Mowbray, William Wailea, 
Richard Pringle Watson, the Younger, and Dawson Stephen Hum- 
ble, free burgesses o( the said town, and carrying on the trades or 
cr^s of a grocer and spioer, or the one of them, in the said town, 
were declared members, and they were consequently enabled to 
bestow the freedom of the town uponUieir^iprentices. The above 
wood-cut shews the arms of this new corpwate company, for the 
me of which I am indebted to Mr. Henry Ingledew. 

October 17, — This being die day appomted for the public meet- 
ing of the friends and associates of die Northern Political Unioiit 
to t^e into cDRBideration the measures necessary to be adopt- 
ed in consequence of the House of Lords having rejected uic 
reform hill, large parties of refimners arrived from the neighbour- 
hood of Newcastle, during die forenoon, and proceeded to the 
phces mmointed for diem, previens to walking in procession to the 
town-moor, -whero the meeting was held. Ncar4y all the shape 
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were closed before the hour of meeting, and several flags were dis- 
played in different parts of the town ; but one that was hung out 
of the window of a dwelling-house in the Side, was considered of 
so improper a character, and attracted such crowds to witness it» 
that it was cut down by order of the mayor. It is necessary here to 
add, that this banner excited general disgust, and gave the only 
reason for the interference of the civil authorities during the day* 
A little before twelve o'clock, the procession started from West« 
gate-street, preceded by the hustings, on which a board was placed 
with the words ** The King, Grey, and Liberty," painted on it. 
The reformers followed walking four a-breast, with complete regu- 
larity and order, forming a hne of such immense extent as to 
occupy nearly fifty minutes in passing any particular spot. About 
a dozen bands and upwards of thirty flags, variously inscribed and 
ornamented, were dispersed over the whole, and contributed much 
to enliven the scene. In the centre of the procession was the car- 
riage of Charles Attwood, esq., of Whickham, from whence he had 
been drawn that morning by a party of his friends, who continued 
to pursue this method of evincing their respect towards him. The 
hustings were placed on the cow-hill, and were immediately filled 
and surroundea by people who continued to increase in number 
until af^r one o'clock, when the number present were computed 
at about 50,000 persons. At one o'clock Mr. Attwood was called 
to the chair, and that gentleman immediately addressed the meet- 
ing at considerable length. The other principal speakers on the 
cause of reform, were, Mr. John Fife, surgeon, Mr. Eneas Mac- 
kenzie, Mr. Joseph Watson, Mr. R. W. Swan, Mr. W. A. Mitchell, 
Mr. T. Hepburn, Mr. W. H, Brockett, Mr Larkin, and Mr. Thomas 
Doubleday. The last named gentleman having moved the thanks 
of the meeting to the chairman, for his able conduct in the chair, 
it was carried by acclamation. The chairman begged to assure 
them, that he would at any future time be glad to render them 
any service in his power in the advancement of the great cause for 
which they were assembled. Before they parted, he begged they 
would give three cheers for their gracious sovereign King William 
the Fourth, and three cheers for Earl Grey. The multitude then 
gave three times three tremendous cheers each for the King and 
Earl Grey, and lef^ the town-moor in the most perfect order. An 
address to his majesty and a memorial to Earl Grey were unani- 
mously agreed to at this meeting. 

1831 fOcL 22 J, — A fire broke out at Presson-farm, near Wark, 
belonging to Mr. Taylor. The wind blew very high, and in a few 
minutes the flames increased to a frightful height, and consumed 
two large stacks of hay, five large stacks of straw, a stable, twa 
sheds, two byers, and a hen house. With great exertions the fat 
cattle and horses were got safely out, and the fire prevented spread* 
ing to other parts of the building. Its origin could not be account- 
ed for. 

October 25, — A public meeting of the inhabitants of Newcastle, 
was held in the Guildhall of that town, to consider of and adopt 
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Su John's poor-house, in the Bath-lane, without the Westgate, to 
other premises, and that building was fitted up for the reception 
of cholera patients in the parishes of St. John and St. Andrew. 
The mayor issued an order in pursuance of the powers delegate 
to him by the privy council, that the bodies of all persons who died 
of cholera, should be interred within twelve liours from the time of 
their decease, and an inspector was appointed to see that this order 
was complied with. Every precaution was taken with the dead ; 
they were buried in a part of the church-yards set aside for the 
purpose, their graves were not less than six feet deep, and quick 
lime was thrown in upon the coffins, the corpses were not allowed 
to enter the churches, but were taken forward to the graves, and 
the service read over them there. In St. Nicholas' church-yard 
they were buried east of the north transept. The number of re- 
cently dug graves, all so near together, had a very mournful effect, 
and in consequence lime was spread over them, then earth added, 
and the hillocks levelled, which rendered the sight not so appal- 
ling to the passenger. The corporation caused a carriage to be 
constructed to convey with more ease and less danger, patients 
to the various hospitals, and the same body were at the ex- 
pense of building a hearse to convey the corpses to the grave. 
The barracks by way of precaution were closed, and the soldiers 
stationed there were not allowed to come into tlie town. In con- 
sequence of this visitation, the theatre in that town was not opened 
as usual for the Winter season, a quarantine was placed upon all 
ships from that port, by which business was most grievously stag- 
nated, and the annual Christmas ball and supper given at the man- 
sion-house were postponed until the 22d of March, 1832, which sos. 
It was most distressing to hear during the greatest fatality of this 
disorder, the constant tolling of the bells of the various churches 
from morn to night, and every heart seemed to mourn, on observ- 
ing, in rapid succession, such a number of corpses being conveyed 
through the streets, many of them without a single attendant, but 
the person who was appomted to lead the horse, which was attach- 
to the hearse, and he holding the bridle at its utmost stretch, but 
let me forego these appalling recollections, and state what was done 
by the voluntary and liberal contributions of the nobility, gentry, 
and the inhabitants in general towards relieving those who were m 
misery and want. A great number of keels of coals were given to 
the poor by the coal-owners, but the following copy of a hand-bill 
delivered at the time will best explain the munificence of the pub- 
lic during this distressing period : — 

" THE COMMITTEE 

Appointed bj the Public Meeting held on the 30th November, to relieve 
the Wants and add to the Comforts of the Poor Inhabitants of Newcastle, 
having, m consequence of the pressing Demands made upon them by the 
different Parochial Boards, and firom their anxioua desire promptly and 
efficiently to remove the extreme Privation and Distress found to exist, con- 
siderably exceeded in their Expenditure the Amount of the Subacriptions 
they have received, respectfully submit a Statement of the Relief they have 
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ded, while tbej 
callon the? hnre n 



afforded, while they urge the necewitT oi fiirther Contributioiu. Oa AppU- 
'wre nippUed to the PuuhcB the fbllowing :— 



And in addition to this the? hare aent to All SunEa', 84 Jackets and 13 
Bed-gowna, to St. Andrew'*, S4 Bojb' Capa and 12 pain Women'a Sboes. 

£. (. d. 

For these articlea the; have alreadr paid 1331 8 

And for Keel due* uid labour for (^Mla, &C. 01 18- C 

Making together £1373 S 8 

In Addition to this the? hava nearlv ;ei30 jet to p«j. The Amount of 
Sutmcnptioni received la £1,106. 6i. 6d., to tbat, in the Expenditure and the 
Obligationi Ihev have incurred, they have exceeded their Keceipta b? about 
THREE HUPTDREU POUNDS. 

The Committee are rejoiced to think that by the timelj Aid tbej have 
been enabled to afford, more esperiall? in Situations where the Cholera wm 
matt prevalent, the progress of the Maladv has been materiallj checked. 
The; appeal with Confidence, therefore, to the Benevolence of the Public to 
empower them, by renewed Subacriptions, to discharge their Obligations, 
and to extend still further Assistance where it is much wanted. 

It is particularly requested that Gentlemen who have not yet paid their 
Subscriptions will have the Goodness to forward them without dehj to Sir 
M. W. Hidley end Co., the Treaiurera, or to an? of the Banks in Newcaatle. 

MertAiaiPi Court, KewcatOt, Daxmbcril, 1831." 

The overseerB, &c., of the different parishes in their search of the 
necessitous inhabitants, were frequently shocked at the scenes of 
wretchedness which presented themselves. 

The following table is taken correctly from the official daily 
reports of 

CHOLERA AT NEWCASTLE. 

The first Beport of Cholera waa issued on the 9tb Dec IS3i.— The fbl. 
lowii^ ia a copy :— 

'■ JVmcaftfe, SM Dee. IS31, 10 v'rlack. 
•• First Beport of Cholera. 

" Case* in the last two days, 6 

"Dead 2 

" Remaining, A 

The three remaining cases are mild. 

" B; order of the Board of RealLb, 

" JOUH BaOWM, .Secretary." 



S*J6 IIISTOBICAL REUISTEH OF 

The nibarquent Report! appeared •« follows : — 



1S31. (Firet B«port), 

Dec 10. Saturday, 

II, Sunday, 

la, Monday, 

13, Tuesday 

14, Wediteedaj, ... 
16, Thursday 

16, Friday 

17, Saturday 

IBiSundar, 

19, Monday, 

au, Tuesday 

91, Wedneaday, .. 

32, Thunday, 

23, Friday 

• 24, Saturday, 

20, Sunday 

36, Monday 

37. Tuetdty, 

88, Wedneiday,.. 

30, Thursday 

SO, Friday 

31, Saturday 

I8S3. 

Jan. 1, Sunday, 

9; Monday, 

3. 
4, 
ft. 
S, Friday,. 

7, Saturday 

8, Sunday 

9, Monday 



IS, 

15, Sunday, 

19, Moodiy 

17. TuMday 

IB, Wednesday, 
IS, Thundav, .. 

20, Friday 

21, Saturday, ... 
33, Sunday, .... 

93, Monday, 

84, Tuesday 

SS, WedoeaiUy, 
28, Thursday, .. 

27, Friday 

28, Saturday,... 
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tSSmg 
atlatt 
Report, 



Brought forward, 
1832. 

29, Sunday, 

30, Monday, 

31, Tuesday, 

Feb. 1, Wednesday, .... 

2, Thursday, ...... 

3, Friday 

4, Saturday, 

5, Sunday, 

6, Monday, 

7, Tuesday, 

8, Wednesday, .... 

9, Thursday, 

10, Friday, 

11, Saturday, 

12, Sunday, 

13, Monday, 

14, Tuesday, ........ 

15, Wednesday, .... 

16, Thursday, 

17, Friday 

18, Saturday, 

19, Sunday, 

20, Monday, 

21, Tuesday 

22, Wedn^day, .... 

23, Thursday, 

24, Friday, 

26, Saturday, 

26, Sunday, 

27, Monday, 

28, Tuesday, 

29, Wednesday, ... 
Mar. 1, Thursday, 

2, Friday, 

3, Saturday, 

4, Sunday 

5, Monday, 

6, Tuesday, 

7, Wednesday,..,.. 

8, Thursday, 

9, Friday, 

10, Saturday, 

11, Sunday, 

12, Monday, 

• 13, Tuesday, 

Total fit>in 7th Dec 1831. 
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The Reports were all signed, 

'* JoHv Browx, 
•• Secretary to the Board of Health.*' 

The above does not include the cases in Newcastle and Crates- 
head, which were attended by Mr. George Tinn, surgeon, of 

* TothiidJiy*«rtportwMaddffd,--MThlitotiitl«Mrt|iorttob«lHiMd.*« 
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Newcastle, whose kind communication I here acknowledge, and of 
which the following is a copy : — 

** Dear Sib, — It ig with great pleasure that I communicate to jou the 
number of caaes I attended of the disease which was lately epidemic here* 
and which was generally, but, in mj opinion, erroneously believed to be 
cholera. Cases, 168; deaths, 16; recovered, 162. It may also be proper to 
state, that six of those who died, had been previously attended by other medi- 
cal practitioners. They had also taken mustard or other stimulants, and 
three of them had also been bled. 

*< I am, sir, 
*' your obedient servant, 

« G£0£6£ TINN. 
'< Nexvcattk, AprU 18, 1832.** 

There were interred at St. Nicholas church, from December the 
13th, 1831, to January 29th, 1832, thirty-one persons who had 
died of this disease ; and at All Saints church, from December the 
9th, 1831, to February 21st, 1832, eighty-seven persons who had 
fallen victims to the same disorder. The other churches also re- 
ceived a portion, but the generally crowded state of all the church- 
yards in Newcastle, precluded them admitting any more ; the bodies 
were, therefore, after this, interred at the Ballast-hills, St. Ann's 
chapel, and the Westgate-hill General Cemetery. In answer to a 
request which I made to John Fenwick, esq., that gentlemen with 
the greatest urbanity, sent me a letter of which the following is a 

copy : — 

<' Newcastle upon Tyne, 14th April, 1832. 
*' Deab Sir,— On the breaking out of the Cholera in this town, the com- 
mittee of the Westflate Hill General Cemetery, appropriated the south-west 
comer of the g^und for the interment of such persons as might die of that 
disease. They ordered that no dead bodpr should be brought into the chapel, 
but be carried at once to the grave, which by the regulations of the trust, 
could not be less in depth than six feet from the sur&ce, and that the sexton 
should always throw a quantity of quick lime on the coffin before he began to 
throw in the earth. I am not informed of the precise number of persons who 
had died of this disease who were buried in this ground, as the committee had 
no power to make any regulations respecting interments in vaults or in graves, 
the private property of individuals ; but a considerable number must have 
been interred. After the disease became very &tal, the officers of the various 
parishes, sent the bodies of all persons who had to be buried at the public 
expense to the New Cemetery, as the church-yards were so crowded uuit it 
was not deemed prudent to inter persons dying of this disease in them. 

** I am, dear sir, 

•* your's sincerely, 

" JOHN FENWICK." 

As a proof of the sanatory condition of Newcastle, previously to 
its being visited by the cholera, it may be stated from a careflil ex- 
amination of the several registers of burial, that the deaths for the 
months of September, October, and November, 1830, were 638, 
and that for the corresponding months in 1831, the deaths were 
432, being less by 106, than the former period. The above mor- 
tality dreadful as it may be considered, is nothing compared with 
the destruction of human life in the year 1636, when the plague 
visited Newcastle and Gateshead. In the former place there were 
5037 deaths, and in the latter 515 deaths, out of what must have 
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been a very limited population compared with the present. A state- 
ment of weekly progress of the plague in Newcastle and Gateshead 
at that time may be considered interesting : — 

IN NEWCASTLE, 

1636, From Maj 7th to the 14th 69 

May 14th to the 21st, 56 

May 2lst to the 28th, 99 

May 28th to June 4th, 122 

June 4th to the 11th, 99 

— T- June llth to the 18th 162 

June 18th to the 26th, ...) 133 

June 26th to July 2nd, 172 

' July 2nd to the 9th, 184 

July 9th to the 16th, 212 

July 16th to the 23rd, 270 

July 23rd to the 30th, 366 

July 30th to August 7th, 337 

August 7th to the 14th, 422 

August 14th to the 21st, 346 

Au^ist 21st to the 28th, 246 

August 28th to September 4th,~ 620 

September 4th to the llth 326 

- September llth to December 31st,) g^^ 

when the plague ceased. > 

Total of deaths in Newcastle, 6037 

IN GATESHEAD, 

1636, From May 30th to June 6th, 10 

June 6th to 13th 24 

June 13th to 20th 19 

June 20th to 27th, ^ 34 

June 27th to July 4th, 40 

July 4th to nth, ... 76 

July llth to 18th, 66 

July 18th to 26th 60 

— *- July 26th, to August 1st, 60 

August Ist to 8th, 29 

August 8th to 16th, 17 

August 16th to 22d, 18 

August 22nd to 29th, 13 

August 29th to September 6th, 14 

September 6th to 12th 11 

September 12th to 19th, 7 

September I9th to 26th, 4 

September 26th to October 3id, 6 

October 3rd to 10th, 2 

October 10th to 17th « 2 

October 17th, 4 

Total inGateshead, 616 

It will be seen by the above tables that the greatest sweep of 
human life in one week in Newcastle, was 520 ! This dreadful vi- 
sitation, would in all probability have been accompanied with a 
great famine (the usual concomitant of a pestilence), had not the 
magistrates of the town exerted their utmost endeavours to 

VOL. II. u u 



330 HISTORICAL RBOISTCR OF [A. D. 1831. 

prevent it. Fumigations of pitch, rosin, and frankincense, appear to 
have been used as antidotes on this melancholy occasion, and to 
cleanse the apartments of those who had died of it, to prevent the 
spreading of the infection. See vol, t. page 89. 

A Utter redd in guild from the mmfwr and aldermen of Newcattle upon J)/ne to the 

mayor and aldermen of (hit Brougfu 
** Right Worthie Gcmt. 

«* Wee haue receaved from yo^ by a servant of Sir Jobn Claver- 
ing the some of 40 marks a verie ample expression of your pittie to us in this 
our great calamitie by reason of the sorepestilence so long conty nueing in this 
place, your charitie with the helpe of God shall be by us continually had in 
remembrance, and as occasion shall require shall he requited with thankfUlU 
ness according to our powers. God in his mercye for Christ Jesus hb sake 
cease the sickness ana preserve yuw and all others from the same. The 
nomber of the dead is not so manye this last weeke as formerly being but one 
hundred twentie two. The great death of people that hath beene which doth 
amount to verie nere 6000 persons since the banning wee feare is the cause 
that there dye fewer now ; there being not soe many people left in the towne 
as there was. Thus with all due respects of thankfulfness wee rest, 

" Your trulv loving friends 

♦« PETE RIDDEI^L, maior. 
" WM. WARMOUTH, ROB. ANDERSON. 
Octob 1636 " RAPHE COLE, LEONARD CARR, vie." 

A copy of the above letter extracted from the Guild-book, Ber- 
wick, 16S6, fol. 159, was presented by the Rev. James Raine, of 
Durham, to the Antiquarian Society of Newcastle, from whose 
Transactions I have copied it verbatim. 

Newcastle has frequently been visited by most dreadful plagues. 
It is stated in ** The Life of Ambrose Barnes, sometime alderman 
of Newcastle,** that he was << bound apprentice to the calling and 
profession of a merchant, the year ailer the town had been surren- 
dered to the Scots,** (1645), and that during his servitude, <* that 
desolating judgment, the pestilence, had made for some months, 
an horrible devastation in Newcastle, heaps of dead bodies, were 
every night carried in carts, to be buried without the walls,* and 
the town was very much become a solitude. One of the maid ser- 
vants in the family where Mr. Barnes liv*d was lying below stairs, 
sick in bed, the other was to appearance in health, waiting at table 
upon her master. Mr. Barnes informed him of some dangerous 
symptoms which the maid who was sick began to have upon her 
body. The master perceiving the contagion had reacht his house, 
arose immediately from dinner, leaving the shop, counting-house, 
* scritoire, debt-books, keyes, and all his effects,* to the care of Mr. 
Barnes, and the same day took ship at Shields, for Hamburgh. 
That night dy*d the maid, who at dinner time, was waiting at table 
in perfect health, the next day dy*d the other maid, who had fell 
sick before. Mr. Barnes was quickly after infected, and shut up 
in an empty large house near the Exchange, without any living 

• At that time there would be few or no buildings without the walls, ex- 
cept on the east. During the excavations for the numerous buildings which 
have since been erected without the walls, these hones liavc not yet been 
turned up. Time may expose them to public view. 
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creature besides hiraselft but they rapt at his door, when they 
brought him meat, and he himself came and took it in. In this 
hideous lonely manner he spent several dayes and nights. A huge 
great tumour rose upon his neck behind, the suppuration whereof, 
physitions were of opinion, saved his life." 

1831 fDec. 10 J. — The cholera made its first appearance at North 
Shields, from which day to March the 17th, 1832, the number 
of individuals attacked in North Shields, Tynemouth, and Chirton, 
was 258, of whom died 91 persons. 

December 25. — The Cholera made its appearance at Gateshead, 
and on the following day (Monday), forty cases had occurred. The 
number of persons attacked between this day and the 6th of March, 
1882, was 402, of which 144 died. On the Tuesday, the number 
of new cases was by far the largest that had occurred in the dis- 
trict in any one day,* which excited considerable alarm. *' On the 
25th, about one o'clock,*' says Mr. Brady, '*we were assailed by a 
third and fourth example of the disease, and before the next morn- 
ing at ten o'clock, a very considerable number had fallen sacrifices 
to its pestilential ravages. Within a space of twelve hours it spread 
itself over a diameter of two miles, and appeared to pay but very 
little distinction to altitude o^ situation, for the higher parts of the 
town were laid under its stroke in an equal degree, or nearly so, 
with the lower. Pipewellgate, Hillgate, the banks above Pipewell* 
gate, Oakwellgate, and the lanes leading from it, Jackson's Chare, 
Nun's-lane, Wreckenton, Gateshead Low-fell, Low-team, situations 
as different in their external characters as can well be conceived, 
were all indiscriminately exposed to its fury, and I do not think 
the cases were one whit milder in the more elevated, than in the 
lower parts of the town. That it is virulently epidemic a glaring proof 
has now been afforded to my mind by the way m which we have been 
here visited by the disorder — no principles of contagion could ac- 
count for such a sudden spread of the disease."f The above in a 
great measure refutes the argument for contagion, and Mr. Green - 
how, among other arguments on the non-communicability of cho- 
lera, gives the following : — <* That, in tlie hospitals at Newcastle and 
Gateshead, where, were there such an agent as contagion, it must 
have been present in its most concentrated form, no case has oc- 
curred of illness arising from attendance on the sick, either in the 
persons of the nurses, the resident apothecaries, or the attending, 
or numerous succession of visiting members of the medical profes- 
sion." And again, *' That the notion of persons being infected by 
the dead bodies of cholera patients appear equally unfounded, some 
such suspected cases are referable to other causes ; and those most 
exposed to contact with the dead, as medical men, in pursuing post 
mortem examinations, have not, in any instance suffered." llie 
following table is taken correctly from the official daily reports of 

* A joiner in Gateshead, it is stated, made fifty coffins in one week, and from 
December 25th to January the 13lh, had made 102 coffins tor persons having 
died of this nialad}'. 

f See Mr. Greenhow*8 work on Cholera, 1832. 
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4, Saturday, 
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Alt the Repoita mgoei. 



■•JOHN DOBSON, 

" Secretary to the Board of Health.** 
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Sunderland, Newcastle, North Shields, and Gateshead, appear to 
have been the towns in Durham and Northumberland, most devoted 
to the ravages of this pestilence, but a great number of collienr and 
other villages suffered in no ordinary degree. On the 3d of Jan. 
1832, at the village of Newbum, situated on the river Tyne, 
about five miles west of Newcastle, the cholera broke out and made 
dreadfiil devastation-— out of a population of 5^, occupying 131 
houses, there were 424 persons attacked, of whom 57 died. Among 
the victims was the Rev. James Edmonson, the vicar of that place* 
After the death of Mr. Edmonson, no funeral rites were performed 
over those who died of the cholera, until the appointment of the 
Rev. Mr. Reed, to the vicarage, when that divme performed the 
service at the grave o£ his predecessor, and the others, who had not 
had that service at the time of interment. See March Uh^ 1832. 

1831 (Od, 21 J. — There was a great public meeting at Sunder- 
land, to determine on presenting an address to the king on the 
subject of the rejection, by the House of Lords, of the bill for a 
reform in the Commons' House of Parliament. Durine the early 
part of the day, the Sunderland band of music paraded the streets, 
and about 12 o'clock, Su: H. Williamson, hart., M. P., entered the 
town in his gig, which was decorated with a large blue and yellow 
flag. Most of Uie shops were closed, and flags were exhibited from 
several of the windows. The meeting was convened to take place 
in the Assembly Room at twelve o'clock, but owing to the great 
crowd that attended, it was adjourned to the large open area in 
front of the building. After the arrangements had been completed, 
Bernard Ogden, esq., was called to the chair, and H. Lambton, 
esq., Sir H. Williamson, hart., M. P., R. Brown, esq., J. W. Wright, 

esq., Pemberton, esq., R. Spoor, esq., of Whitburn, &c. &c., 

moved the resolutions, &c., in animated addresses, which were re- 
ceived with loud cheers, by the assembled thousands, and the 
meeting broke up. The whole was conducted in the most peace- 
ful manner. 

October 31. — The freeholders and other inhabitants of the county 
of Durham, met in the spacious area in front of the court-house 
at the city of Durham, to deliberate on the rejection of the reform 
bill, and to address his majesty and his ministers. The number 
present was between 8,000 and 10,000, several parties having 
arrived from Gateshead and other parts of the county during the 
forenoon. On the ground a variety of banners and placards were 
displayed, inscribed with mottoes generally indicative of esteem for 
the king and his ministers, and detestation of boroughmongery and 
boroughmongers. The scene, before the commencement of the 
meeting, was further enlivened by the presence of three or four 
bands of music which played at intervals. Hustings were erected 
in the centre of the area, which were nearly filled long before the 
hour of meeting. Soon after one o'clock the high sheriff, C. J. 
Clavering, esq., of Axwell Park, took the chair and opened the 
proceedings, after which, the requisition (to the sheriff), nume- 
rously and respectably signed was then read. The principal 
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speakers were, G. H. Wilkinson, W. C. Harland, Cuthbert Rippon, 
R. D. Shaftoe, Hedworth Lambton, T. C. Granger, W. Russell, 
M. P., Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart, M. P., W. R. C. Chaytor, 
M. P.. George Baker, G. T, Fox, George Silvertop, and Charles 
Attwood, esqrs. After several cheers had been given for the king, 
Mr. Wilkinson moved the thanks of the meeting to the high sheriff, 
for his impartial conduct in the chair ; and also that he should sign 
the addresses on behalf of the meeting. The sheriff said that he 
would do so with great pleasure, and wen dissolved the meeting. 

1831 (Nov. 9 J. — The sacrament of confirmation was adminis- 
tered by the Right Rev. Dr. Penswick, bishop of Europumy and 
vicar apostolic of the northern district, in the Catholic chapel in 
Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, to between 400 and 500 children. The 
ceremony was exceedingly impressive, and was preceded by an 
appropriate sermon, preached by the bishop in his pontifical robes. 
One of Mozart's masses was sung with great effect by the choir. 
Mr. Charles Miller presided. 

November 10. — An address from the inhabitants of Sunderland 
to his majesty, on parliamentary reform which had been voted 
at a public meeting held there, was forwarded for presentation, 
having 10,077 signatures attached to it. 

November 17. — As George Lowerson, a boy about four years of 
age, was playing about his father's door at the Fellmg, near New- 
castle, the covering of an old pit unknown to any person, sunk in with 
him, and he was drowned in the water at the bottom. His body 
was not found until the 21st., and on the following day an inquest 
was held on the body, who brought in a verdict of *< accidental 
death." 

November 25. — l^e mayor of Berwick, John Langhom, esq., 
with the magistrates and other officers, a deputation appointed by 
the corporation, waited on Lord Edward Fitzclarence, at Etal 
House, in Northumberland, to present his lordship with the free- 
dom of the borough. After an appropriate address by the mayor, 
and a condescendmg reply by the noble lord, the deputation were 
hospitably entertained with an elegant de/un^ a la fourchette, and 
returned highly gratified by the politeness and cordiality of their 
reception. Lord Edward Fitzclarence is a son of the present 
popular monarch of these realms. King William the Fourth. 

Same day, died, at Colliery Row, near Hough ton-le- Spring, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Robson, aged 100 years. . 

December 21. — ITie friends and admirers of the Rev. William 
Turner, of the Unitarian chapel, Hanover Square, Newcastle, gave 
him a very splendid entertainment at the Assembly Rooms in ac- 
knowledgment of his great public usefulness, and on the occasion 
of his entrance into the fiftieth year of his residence in that town. 
Upwards of one hundred gentlemen sat down to dinner, among 
whom were, James Losh, esq., chairman ; Dr. Headlam and Wil- 
liam Boyd, esq., vice-presidents ; the Right Worshipful Archibald 
Reed, esq., mayor, of Newcastle ; Alderman Shadforth, Sir Robert 
Shafto Hawks; Colonel Campbell, and Charles William Bigge, 
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John Buddie, John Adamson, John Clayton, Samuel Walker Par- 
ker, Anthony £a8terby, Armorer Donkin, Russel Blackbird, Alfred 
Hall, John Lambton Loraine, Robert Ingham, and John Bowes 
Wright, esqrfu, &c. &c. This venerable gentleman, then seventy 
years of age, was highly complimented in the various excellent 
speeches that were made on this occasion. His philanthropy and 
unceasing endeavours to do all the good which lay withm his 
power, particularly in the formation of Sunday schools, literarj so- 
cieties, &c., without regard to sect or party, had endeared him to 
every one. Afler the evening had been spent in the most gratify- 
ing manner, Mr. Turner proposed that tney should conclude by 
drinking a favourite toast of a highly valued friend of his, long since 
dead, Mr. Thomas Simpson, of the blue manufactory, who was ex- 
tremely hospitable, but always within the bounds of moderation. 
He hoped tliey would join him in giving — " Decent Conviviality." 
Mr. Losh observed, that it was his duty, as chairman, to keep them 
as long together as he could ; but afler the kind exhortation of their 
veneraJjle friend, he felt it to be no less a duty to comply with his 
request, and wish them all good night. The company then sepa- 
rated, highly gratified at the spirit of cheerfiilness and decorum 
which had prevailed during the evening. 

A few days after, this reverend gentleman had another proof of 
attachment shewn to him. On Monday the 9th of January, 1832, 
the Unitarian congregation assembling in Hanover Square chapel, 
Newcastle, presented their pastor with an elegant silver salver, 
suitably inscribed, to mark their sense of his efficient services as a 
preacher of the gospel, and in commemoration of his entering upon 
the fiftieth year of his ministry. It was presented by James Losh, 
esq., who addressed Mr. Turner and the company assembled, at 
the close of which Mr. Losh said, <' I shall add no more, but re- 
quest the secretary to read the inscription on the plate, and again 
beg the reverend gentleman's acceptance of this token of our 
esteem.'* Mr. R. W. Swan then read the inscription, which was 
as follows : — " This salver was presented to the Rev. William Tur- 
ner, by the Unitarian congregation of Hanover Square chapel, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, on the occasion of his entering into the 
50th year of his ministry, as a testimonial of their unqualified ap- 
probation of his services during that period, of their sincere respect 
and affection for him as a friend, and of their unfeigned admiration 
of him as a man and a christian. The subscription on this occasion, 
confined to members of the chapel, having accumulated to the 
amount of three hundred and twenty pounds, it was resolved to in- 
vest three hundred pounds of this sum in securities for Mr. Tur- 
ners benefit. That their faithful shepherd may long live to enjoy 
this tribute of their affection and esteem, is the earnest prayer of 
his christian flock. Presented on the ix. day of Jan. mdcccxxxii*** 
Mr. Turner then returned thanks in a very feeling reply, in certain 
parts of which he seemed much affected. Mr. Swan, as secretary to 
the committee for conducting the subscription, then presented to 
Mr, Turner a list of the names and individual subscriptions, which 
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was done in a very appropriate address. The congregation then 
separated. An excellent likeness of Mr. Turner was engraved by 
the late Mr. Ranson from a painting by Nicholson. Mr. Chamley 
has also published a very good portrait of this popular divine, and 
the late Mr. Bewick cut in wood a very striking black profile in 
miniature. 

1831 (Dec, 23/ — Earlv on the morning, the stables of Jacob 
Maude, esq., of Selaby-hail, near Staindrop, in the county of Dur- 
ham, were set on fire, and four fine horses, two of them hunters, and 
two coach horses, worth from £400. to £500. were entirely destroy- 
ed. No doubt was entertained that this was the work of incendu- 
ries, as this was a seond attack, the stables having been partly set 
on fire the Sunday previous, December the 18th, but it had been 
got under. For tne apprehension of the incendiaries, his majes^'a 
government offered £200., Mr. Maude £100., and the marquis of 
Cleveland £100. 

December 24i. — Upwards of 1,000 pitmen riotously assembled 
together at Waldridge colliery, near Chester-le-street, in the county 
of Durham, and while firom twenty to thir^ men were at work in 
the mine, stopped the engine, necessarily kept going in order to 
pump out the water, and then threw large iron tubs, wooden cis- 
terns, corves, and other articles down the shaft, by which stoppage 
of the engine, throwing down of tubs, &c., the workmen were placed 
in the utmost danger. For apprehending and bringing to justice 
the persons concerned in these outrages, his majesty's government 
offered a reward of 250 guineas, and a free pardon to accomplices, 
and the owners of Waldridge colliery also offered a reward of 250 
ffuineas to any one but the real actors in the outrage. At the Dur- 
ham Spring Assizes, March the 2d, 1832, six men named James 
Becketts, CuthbertTumbull, JohnMiddleton, John Rippon, Samuel 
Brown, David Kelly, and Thomas Moore, were put upon their trial 
for the above outrages, and after a patient investigation, the jury 
retired for about ten minutes, and returned with a verdict finding 
Brown, Rippon, Moore, Middleton, Kelly, and Becketts, guilty, and 
Tumbull, not guilty ; the first three were then sentenced to 15 
months' imprisonment, Middleton and Kelly to 12 months, and 
Becketts to 6 months' imprisonment. It appeared upon the trial, 
that the pitmen employed at this colliery had refused to work, and 
in consequence the owners had employed some lead miners, who 
were down the pit at the time of the outrage. The pitmen's at- 
tempt at domination is here too apparent, seeing that they will 
neither work themselves nor let others work ; this is intolerable. 
The laws will protect the men that are willing to work. Mr. Jus- 
tice Alderson, in passing sentence, observed " that they had been 
convicted by a jury of their country of a very serious offence, of a 
brutal and unmanly attempt on the lives of men who had done 
them no wrong, but who not being able by their honest labour to 
obtain a sufficient support, had engaged to take their places when 
they thought fit to discharge themselves. It happened fortunately 
for them, fortunately for the poor lead-miners, fortunately for the 
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county of Durham, that the military arrived in time to prevent the 
oompjetion of their purpose. They were bold enough when the 
men they sought to crush were underground, but no sooner was a 
legitimate force opposed to them than they ran away like cowards, 
as they always were who felt a consciousness of guilt. He wished 
he coiud see before him the leader of their band, and that he were 
made to suffer the punishment he so well merited," Ac. &c. 

1831 (Dec. SOy— -Died, at Framlington, in Northumberland, 
Elisabeth Headley, a^ed 107 years. 

Deotmber, — Died, in St Giles' workhouse, London, Mr. John 
Mitford. He was bom at Mitford-castle, in Northumberland, had 
served as a sub-officer in the fleets under Hood and Nelson, and 
was related to the noble family of Redesdale, but whose dejuraved 
and vicious habits had long rendered him an alien to his kmdred, 
and an outcast of sode^. His name will be long remembered in 
connexion with Lady iWcival, in the Black-heath afiair, for his 
share in which, he was tried but acquitted. For many years Mit- 
ford had lived by chance, and slept three nights out oi the week 
in the open air, When his finances did not admit of his paying three- 
pence for a den m St. Giles.' Though formerly a nautical fop, for 
M>urteen years before his death, he was ragged and loathsome ; he 
never thought but ifor the necessities of the moment, and having 
had once given to him an elegant pair of Wellington boots, sola 
them for a shilling ; the fellow who bought them put them in pawn 
for fifteen shillings, and came back in triumph with the money. 
^ Ah" said Jack, *< but he went out in the cold air for it." He was 
the author of *^Johnmiy Ntfoeame in the Navy,** The publisher 
gave him a shilling a day till he finished it. Incredible as it may 
appear, he lived the whole of the time in Bayswater-fields, making 
a bed at night of grass and nettles. Two-penny worth of bread 
and cheese and an onion, was his daily food, the remainder of the 
shiUing he expended in ^in. He thus passed forty-three days, 
washing his shirt and stockings himself in a pond when he required 
ciean linen* He was employed in the latter part of his life by pub-* 
lishers of a humble class, and of a certain description. Efforts had 
at various times been made to reclaim him, but without effect. A 
Mr. E- ■ , a printer and publisher, having an eye to business, 
took him into the house, and endeavoured to render him " decent ;" 
for a few days he was sober, and Lord Redesdale, (through the in- 
strumentality of Mr. James Green, of Wills' Coffee-house, Portu- 
gal-street, who had been a brother officer of Mitford's, and fought 
with him at the battle of the NileV enabled him to make a rewpect^ 
able appearance ; indeed his lordsnip had numberless times evmced 
a disposition to support Mitford in respectability, but the wretched 
man was too deeply plunged in vice and low habits to be reclaim- 
ad. Whilst editing a catchpenny publication, Mr. E , was 

obliged to keep him in a place, half kitchen and half cellar, where, 
with a loose grate tolerably filled, a candle, and a botUe of gin, he 
passed his days ; and, with the covering of an old carpet, his nights ; 
never issuing from his hiir but when the bottle was empty. I&me- 
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times he got furious with drink, and his shoes have been taken 
from him to prevent his emigrating ; he would then run out without 
them, and has taken off his coat in winter and sold it for half a 
pint of gin. A short time before his death, he wrote a song ** The 
King is a true British Sailor^' and sold it to seven different pub- 
lishers. This miserable man was buried by his friend ; he left a 
wife and family, who had always been, and after Mitford's death, 
were provided for by Lord Redesdale. His remains were deposited 
in St. Giles's church-yard on the 30th of December. The funcnral was 
of a most respectable description, and a considerable sum of money 
was given by the noble lord, to the paupers of St. Giles' parish. 
The following is a copy of the last letter he ever wrote ; it shews 
that he ended his days in comparative comfort. The letter is ad- 
dressed to one who had some hand in getting him into the work- 
house : — << Sir, — I have been so changeable in my state, that some- 
times I have not strength to hold a pen to thank you for the very 
great kindness I have experienced at your hands. The doctor is 
very humane and attentive, for I caonot forget what a wretched 
beggar I was for any of you to notice. My breath will never re- 
cover, and I firmlv believe my lungs are decaying fast ; but I hope 
to get round, and yet live a few years on Lord Kedesdale's muni- 
ficence, and my earthly saviour Mr. Green's care. He said he 
would leave another sovereign, but I have no extravagances to gra- 
tify — fruits and other light things are all that I require— paper, 
pens, &c. I wish to go as near the mark as possible, as I place no 
faith in any future hopes. The nurse is truly honest, and accounts 
to me for every penny. Mr. Green, perhaps, mentioned to yoa 
about some clothes for me to sit up in, which I am sure would 
hasten my recovery — he thought he had an old dressing gown. If 
you, Sir, can favour me with your assistance on this great point, it 
will be an additional obligation conferred on an improvident poor 
wretchf who had no hope of twenty-four hours' life, when you re* 
ceived him into this benevolent asylum. I am, Sir, Your truly 
obliged and obedient humble servant, John Mitford." 

1831. — This year, St. John's church, in Newcastle, underwent a 
complete repair by the exterior of the tower being pointed with ce- 
ment, and nearly the whole of the crocketted pinnacles upon the tower 
and the body of the church being in a very bad state, were replaced 
with new mason work, but preserving the original form. 

1832 fjan. II J, — Divine service was performed in the churches 
and various dissenting chapels in South Shields, prayers were of- 
fered up to God that the fearful disease then prevailing in the 
neighbourhood might be stayed. The day was strictly kept as a 
holiday, all business being suspended, and all the shops closed. 

January 25. — This day, the Burns Club, of Newcastle, met to 
celebrate the anniversary of the birth of the immortal bard by their 
accustomed annual dinner, at the house of Mrs. Richardson, the 
. sign of the Three Indian Kings inn, on the Quay. The chair 
was taken by Mr. Thomas Small, who discharged the duties of 
president with that peculiar suavity of manner and exuberance of 
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humour for which he is distinguished. He was ably sustained by 
Mr. £dward Train, as vice-president On the removal of the 
doth, after the usual loyal toasts, the chairman rose, and in very 
felicitous terms, excused himself for not entering fully into the 
poetical character of the great national bard, the anniversary of 
whose birth they were met to celebrate ; he felt the task to be 
perfectly unnecessary in a company who had shown themselves so 
feelingly alive to the merits of one whose exquisite strains had 
called forth unmingled admiration, not only in the land which gave 
him birth, but in every country where their beauties had been made 
known. In conclusion, Mr. S. begged to propose *< The immortal 
memorjr of Robert Burns ;** which was drunk standing, followed by 
three times three enthusiatic cheers. Afler this toast, the secre- 
tary of the club, Mr. W. G. Thompson, delivered a poetical address, 
(forming the eighth which he had prepared, in succession, for these 
interestmg commemorations of poetical genius,) which contained 
some aDusions both to the serious and the humourous efforts of 
Bums, and was loudly applauded. In the course of the evening se- 
veral of the poet'sbest pieces were sung and recited ; in particular, the 
** Address to the Deil," by Mr. G. Burdis was much applauded, and 
the exauisite son^ of ** Highland Mary," was sung by the presi- 
dent with a touching pathos and sweetness which will not readily 
be forgotten by those who had the pleasure of hearing it. The 
toasts, which were chiefly from the works of Burns, were nume- 
rous, but not, however, to the exclusion of local genius ; a brief 
but forcible tribute was paid to the memory of Mr. Thomas 
Thompson, the author of " Canny Newcastle," &c. and his song of 
" Weel may the Keel row," was finely sung by one of the Ihem- 
bers, assisted by four others in the chorus. On this occasion, the 
space behind the president was fitted up with several busts arranged 
in the following order : in the centre a bust of Burns, prepared ex- 
pressly for the occasion by Mr. Dunbar, the sculptor, a member of 
the club; on the right of which stood busts of Byron and Milton, 
on the led those of Scott and Shakspeare, and m a niche on the 
left of the chair was placed a fine bust, by Mr. Dunbar, of Captain 
James Glencaim Burns, modelled whilst that gentleman was pass- 
ing through Newcastle on his way to visit his venerable parent. 
The arrangement did Mr. Dunbar great credit, and imparted a 
splendid and imposing appearance to the apartment. A beautiful 
pen-and-ink drawing of Bums, by Mr. Tram, vice-president, was 
also in the room, (a present from that gentleman to the club) and 
was much admired. The dinner and wines were exceUent, and the 
harmony of the evening was maintained till a late hour under the 
unwearied auspices of the excellent chairman. This society, which 
is strictly private, was founded in the year 1820, previous to which 
time a public society, under the title of the " Newcastle Burns 
Club," held anniversary celebrations, which were announced by 
advertisement. 

1832 (Jan. 25 J. — The rope house of Mr. Cameron, of Bishop- 
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weannouthy was burnt down. The workmen had left some faoun 
before the discovery of the fire, and such was the vii^ence of the 
flamesy aided by the combustible materials of the place» that the 
whole was consumed in a short time. 

1832 (Jan. 28^.— The Newcastle Courant newspaper of tfiis daj 
was increased by the addition of another column (making seven), to 
each page. In the address to readers, it is stated, that m years the 
average number sold was '* upwards of 8,200 weeklv*" Admittiiig 
this to be the case, it may verv properly retain the motto ^ Hio 
BT VBiQUB." February the Uth, a new and enlaiged wood cut 
by Mr. R. E. Bewick, for the head of this Journal was fint used. 

January 30. — The right worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., roqror 
of Newcastle, had a select party to dinner at the mansicm-hoiise, to 
meet the following scientinc and distinguished foreigners, viz. ^-— 
The Viscount Desfoumeaux, from Pans; Professor and Doctor 
Delpaches, from Montpelier ; Doctor Lewenhagen, from Moecow ; 
and M. M. Laurisson, and Da Costa, from Switzerland. These 
gentlemen had visited Newcastle in t>rder to make themselves ac- 
quainted with the phoenomena which characterized the spasmodic 
diolera in England. Men who come from the most distent parts 
of Europe to eather knowledge, to enable them to av^potient the 
sum of human happiness, are justly entitled to tlie high^ respect 
of society, and in this instance the libendity of this worthy cmief 
magistrate was highly conspicuous. 

January, — This month, a female penitentiary was established 
at Sunderland, and two individuals had taken shelter under its 
roof, and several more applications had been made. 

Fdiruary 3. — About twenty gentlemen partook of an excel- 
lent supper at Mr. Robert Pace's, sign of the White Swan, Cloth 
Market, Newcastle, on the occasion of presenting a bust and a 
handsome silver snuff-box, to Mr. William Gill Thompson, printer, 
the author of many ingenious poems and tales. The bust, which had 
been previously exhibited in the Northern Academy of Arts, was 
the first effort of Mr. R. S. Scott, and is an excellent likeness. Mr. 
D. Hobkirk presided, and the vice chair was filled bv Mr. W. 
Oliver, who gratified the company with a comic song, fufi of point 
and humour, written by him for the occasion. Amongst the com- 
pany were Messrs. Small, Dunbar, Train, Carmichael, Balmer, 
Archer, Dodds, and other mutual friends of the parties, who spent 
the evening with the utmost zest and good feeling. 

Ffhruary 3. — A fire broke out in the paint manufactory of 
Messrs. Gibson and Todd, South Shields, which, in an hour and a 
half, intirely destroved the valuable stock and premises. As there 
was a large quantity of oil, turpentine, rosin, and other inflamma- 
bles on the premises, great apprehension was entertained that it 
would spread to the property adjoining, but through the prompt 
exertions made to extinguish the fire, and the speedy arrival and 
efficient operation of the engine from North Shields, this was 
happily prevented. The fire was occasioned by the boiling over 
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of a copper of oiL Great praise was due to Mr. Fairies to whose 
able and well directed efforts, the preservation of the steam flour- 
mill, and other property adjoining, was mainly to be attributed. 

18S2 (P^ 5^.— The old Roman Catholic chapel, Codcshaw, 
Hexham, (a new one having been built), was opened as a place of 
worship, in connexion with the United Secession Church of Scot- 
land, hj the Rev. D. C. Browning, of Newcastle, who preached 
three times to crowded audiences ; after each service, liberal col- 
lections were made in aid of the funds. 

Ftktuaty 13. — At twelve o'clock at noon on this day ^MondavV 
the old bridge at Morpeth was closed up and rendered unpassable 
finr all but foot-passengers, at the same time the new bridge was 
opened out for the use of the public on payment of toll, "nie old 
bridge, from its construction and decayed state having become in- 
convenient and dangerous, and many accidents having happened 
thereon, an act of parliament was obtained for the erection of a new 
bridge over the river Wansbeck, at the town oS Morpeth. This 
act received the royal assent, June 1st, 1829. 

FAruary 18.— About one o'dodc in the afternoon of this day 
(Saturday), the boiler of the steam engine attached to Messrs. 
Wheatley and Co*s. forge, at the foot of the Swirle, in Sandsate, 
Newcastle, burst with tremendous violence. Such was the rorce 
of the explosion, that masses of brick, stone, wood, in fact, almost 
all the interior of the building was scattered in every direction. 
The top and sides of the boiler being torn from the bottom, were 
carried through the roof of the forge, and, after ascendins to a 
great height in the air, came down on Messrs. Angas and Co's. 
bonding warehouse, which was three stories high, and situated on 
the opposite side of the street, breaking through the roof, and 
lodging on the second floor of the building, breaking some of the 
strong beams of that floor. The explosion was attended with a 
lamentable loss of life. Mary Temple, aged 11 years, who was 
near the spot at the moment of the accident, was wounded 
by the falhng of the walls, and severely scalded, and died on 
the Monday following. William M'Nare, the forgeman, employ- 
ed at the works, aged 51 years, Matthew Seymour M'Nare, his 
son, aged 10 years, who happened to be on the premises, were 
so severely scalded, that they survived but a short time. George 
Charlton, aged S2 years, and a female, named Susan Handley, aged 
10 years, afterwards died in consequence. Robert Stewart, John 
Lowrey, and John Dawson, were also severely injured. Part of the 
sufferers were removed to the infirmary, where every attention* was 
paid to them. Three or four others were scalded but not seriously. 
On the Monday an inquest was held on the five bodies, when the 
jury returned a verdict of actidenttd death ; but desired it to be 
stated, that the man entrusted with the care of the engine was not 
equal to the duties of his situation. It was generally reported that 
he had had the valve of the boiler tied down with a rope, for the 
purpose of having a good start on the forgeman recommencing 
work after dinner, and thus allowing the steam to attain an 
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improper power. It was somewhat singular, that the engineman was 
sitting with his daughter dose to the boiler when it blew up, and 
both escaped unhurt. 

1832 (Ffh. 21^.— Died, at his house, in Eldon Place, Newcastle, 
after a few hours' illness, Mr. Eneas Mackenzie, printer and pub- 
lisher, aged 54 years. Mr. Mackenzie was known to the public 
as the author of a History of Northumberland, a History ofNew- 
castle, and of several other works, and at the time of his death he 
was engaged in compiling a history of Durham, about one-half 
of which was published at the time oli his demise. He was the 
proposer and active promoter of the Mechanics' Institution, in New- 
castle. He was bom in Aberdeenshire, from whence his parents 
removed to Newcastle, when he was only three years old. When 
a young man he worked with his father as a shoemaker, and after- 
wards became a minister of the Baptist persuasion. He next com- 
menced business as a broker in Sunderland, but this not answerii^ 
his expectations, he returned to Newcastle and opened a school, 
which he abandoned for his final occupation, that of a printer and 
publisher in the number and periodical way. As a pumic man he 
was conspicuous, being the diairman of the memorable priitical 
meeting held on the town-moor of Newcastle, on October the lith, 
1819, on the transactions at Manchester; and more recently as 
one of the secretaries of the Northern Political Union. There b 
an engraved portrait of Mr. Mackenzie, and a bust of him is about 
to be placed in the Mechanics' Institution by a subscription of the 
members. Mr. M. fell a victim to the cholera, then ragmg in New- 
castle and its vicinity. 

Febrvary 24. — Died, at Berwick, Mr. James Lee, aged 100 
years, during a great part of which he had lived in the service of 
the late Sir Carnaby Haggerston, bart, and his father, Sir Thomas 
Hi^gerston. 

Ftbruary 25. — This day (Saturday), the hon. Sir Edward Hall 
Alderson, knt., and the hon. Sir John Patteson, knt., judges of 
assize, arrived at Newcastle, from Carlisle. They were met about 
five o'clock in the evening by the high sheriff of^ Northumberland 
(George Silvertop, esq.^, near the top of the bank leading to Den- 
ton-burn, on the Carlisle road, about three miles from Newcastle. 
The prevalence of cholera morbus in the northern district, it was 
said had caused this alteration, as the judges of assize had not 
arrived at Newcastle from the west from time immemorial. Ste 
the year 1278, vol, upage 29. 

This month, the complete enclosure of St. Nicholas' church in 
Newcastle, by iron railing, was perfected ; the old wooden paling, 
upon a brick parapet wall, which had encircled the cemetery, having, 
from length of time, failed in different parts, was replaced with a 
stone parapet wal^ and lofty iron rails, which terminated on the 
east side of the south door way, as shewn in the annexed cut. 
This recess becoming a perfect nuisance, it was determined that 
the wall and railing should be brought round the west side of the 
door, thus encirchng the cemetery and the whole body of the 
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d)urch. llie cemetery only, was first encircled in May, 1761. 
See voL i. pagt 234. A great portion of the old wooden paling 
on tlie south side, opposite to the vestry, was thrown down by the 
pressure of the crowd at the interment of the late Rer. John 
Smith, vicar. See Jan. S2(^ page 193. 



1832 (MartA 3^— The bonds of the pitmen of the rivers Tyoe 
and Wear being near a close, they had a general meeting, on the 
above day, at Boldon Fell, in the county of Durham, 'fhe men 
began to arrive from their respective collieries shortly aAer nine 
o'clock, and, by eleven o'clock, it was supposed that there were 
between 7,000 and 8,000 on the ground. There were about fi% 
banners, with various mottoes and devices ; one of them was sur- 
rounded with a deep border of crape, but was so with reference 
only to the death of a person at the colliery to which it belonged. 
This meeting was for the purpose of not agreeing with the coal- 
owners for the next twelve months, unless they would bind the men 
belonging to the Union, and divorce the 2d and 7th articles from the 
bond, &c. Mr. T. Henbum f chairman J enforced the necessity of 
all their future proceeaings being legal, and regretted the acts of 
several of the pitmen, some of whom were then being punished ac- 
cordingly. The other speakers were Waddle, Parkinson, Arkle, 
and Atkinson, who all urged the necessity of supporting the 
Union fbr the maintenance of each other, aa no less than 10,00(M. 
had been paid m the last twelve niontlu from iu funds. They also 
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deprecated, in strons tenns, the outrages which had been com* 
mitted at Kenton, Waldridge, Ac At this meeting an advance of 
wages was not alluded to. After a few personaBties had been 
vented against certain individuals, and the thanks of the meeting 
given to various others, the meeting qinetly dispersed. 

18S2 (March ^). — The Rev. J. Reed was presented to the vicar- 
age of Newbum, near Newcastle, vacant by the death of the Rev. 
Jas. Edmondson, who fell a victim to the cholera morbus, whilst that 
disease was raging in that villitte. No divine service having been 
performed there for some tine, m oooaequeiioe of Mr. Edmondson's 
death, on the above daj ( Sunday), Uie ctoroh was crowded to 
excess, and Mr. Reed, met concluding a vecy imptessive sermon, 
gave notice that he was then gotii^ to read the foiieral service over 
their late vicar, and, immediately proceeding to ^ diurch-yard, 
was followed by about six hundred people, first to the grave of the 
vicar, and then to that of those who had been buried under similar 
circumstances, without the rites of the diurch having been perform- 
ed over them. This was a solemn and affecting scene to the in- 
habitants of Newbum, where the effects of the coolera had been so 
awful. 

Match 7.^A melancholy occurrence took place in Beamish 
colliery, in the county oi Durham. In consequence of an unex- 
pected rush of water, William Millar, the viewer, and Robert 
Moody were drowned ; a third man escaped widi difficulty. 
March 23, after the water had been considerably drawn off, the 
bodies were found in a most shocking condition. On taking the 
shoes from Moody, his feet separated with them. He left a. widow 
far advanced in pregnancy, and four children. - The bodies were 
interred at Tanfield, on the following day. 

March 7. — In the evening, a young man, named George Hen- 
derson, a cabinet maker, in the Dog Bank, Newcastle, who, along 
with others, was in the habit of going to St. Nicholas' belfirey to 
practice the hand bells, in consequence of the hatchway of the first 
floor of the tower having that afternoon been left open, unfortu- 
nately fell a height of upwards of 70 feet, on to the flagged floor 
of the church, and was almost instantly killed. The following 
evening an inquest was held before Richard Hill Gee, esq., one of 
the coroners for Newcastle, on the body, when a verdict of *< Ac^ 
cidental DeaUi^' was returned, and the jury unanimously passed a 
vote of censure for the gross negligence of the parties who had left 
the said hatchway open, without having given due notice thereof. 
In consequence of this steeple having alarmingly shrunk it had 
been plumbed, and the plumb-line left hanging down the hatchway. 
For a view of the under part of this hatchway, «6e oo/. t. page 63. 

March 8. — Died, at Alnmouth, Mr. John Adams, aged 94 
years. He was a man of peculiar habits, and entertained atheisti- 
cal principles, of which he did not hesitate the avowal. He bad 
been origmaliy intended, and was educated, for the profession of 
the law ; but reverses had changed his course, and he became de- 
voted to philosophical speculations. Mr. Adams at one time taught 
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B achool in Longhoughton, but, growiog upwrenti^ more cjnuoal 
with age, he finally withdrew frotn toaety, becoming in a manner 
a recluK) with no companion but bij dog. The door of hia mon- 
■ion, in the village of Alnmouth, was carefiilly locked both on tut 
exit and his entrance, and he was oflen the object of uoprovoked 
iuult fnmi juvenile wantonneu and unenlightened manhood. He 
wa> a man of an acute intellect; hit coavenation, on general Hib- 
Jecta, was engaging and iaitructive, and big remark* on every thii^[ 
connected with hi* peculiar opinions, were pointedly keen and la- 
tirical. His features were good, his aspect serene and contempla- 
tive. He always disdained to accept of parish allowance, and hii 
diet must have been the mnst speriD^ imaginable. He was never 
married, and, notwithstanding hu cynical habits, possessed naturallr 
great benevolence. His body was interred in Belford cburch-yan!^ 
on the ISth. 

1832 fJUanA 8^.— The report of 
Mr, John Dobson, architect, on the 
state of St. Nicholas' church steeple 
in Newcastle, was submitted to « 
meeting of a committee of the com- 
mon council, at which the church- 
wardens attended. It attributed 
the shrinking, which bad excited so 
much alarm, to the injury which 
had been done to the foundationt 
by interments in the inside of the 
diurch, and by a common sewer on 
the west side of it having been made 
too deep, and too near the building. 
The expense of efficiently securing 
the pillars of the steeple, by mason- 

2' and iron bars, was estimated at 
1,200., to be defrayed partly by 
the corporation, and partly bv the 
parish, if the parishioners snould 
approve of the measures which were 
considered necessary for the safety of the building. Some alarm 
having again been felt for the safety of this beautiful steeple, the 
vicar of Newcastle applied to the architects, Messrs. Dobson and 
Green, who were engaged in superintending the repairs, to know 
whether it was well or ill founded. These gentlemen gave the fol- 
lowing answers :— " New Bridge-street, 2lst April, 1832. Reve- 
rend Sir,— As it appears that the congr^alion of St. Nicholas' are 
in some degree alarmed at the state of the tower, I beg to sav in 
answer to your request, that I have no ^prehension of any sudden 
failure of the building, so as to endanger the lives of the parisfa- 
ioners, although it be desirable, in order to avoid interruption, that 
tite week day's service should be discontinued for the present. I 
remain, fieverend Sir, your obedient servant, Johm Dobsoh." 
" To the Reverend the vicar of Newcastle— Reverend Sir— In 
vot. II. It y 
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answer to your enquiries respecting tlie safety of St. Nicholas' 
church steeple, die foundation of which is now being laid open for 
my inspection. I beg to state that I do not think the structure in 
danger of falling at the present I am, Reverend Sir, your obe- 
dient servant, John Green. Northumberland Place, Newcastle, 
Monday Morning, 2dd April, 1832." The foundations of the pil- 
lars of the tower were laid open in the interior of the churdi, ex- 
posing many coffins, vaults, &c., which were removed to other parts 
of the church, and several courses of very large stones were laid 
from pillar to pillar, the foundations of which were found to be 
in a very bad state. 1 have been informed by a builder, who for 
many years had paid particular attention to the shrinking of this 
tower, that always after these cracks had been filled up they soon 
opened again. These rents have become alarming lately, probably 
accelerated by the great weight of iron, stone, and lead which bad 
a few years before been added to the top. Immense bars of iron 
have been put through the tower, as binders, and screw-bolted on 
the outsides, and every means adopted to secure the structure 
from falling. — For an account of this steeple, see vol. t. page 50. 

1832 C March 10 J, — Between 8 and 9 o clock at night a fire was 
discovered in the manufactory of Messrs. R. and W. Hawthorn, en- 
gineers, &C., at the foot of the Forth Banks, Newcastle, which 
speedily assumed a very alarming appearance. The engines were 
immediately sent for, and, in the mean time, a number of persons 
endeavoured to arrest the progress of the fire, by throwing buckets 
of water upon it. After the arrival of the engines, some time 
elapsed before they could be got into efficient operation, owing to 
a bad supply of water, and they were a considerable time in full 
play before any visible effect was produced. About half-past nine 
o'clock, the roof fell in with a heavy crash, and the flames, which 
had before been partially confined, rose in a broad mass into the 
air. At this time the utmost fears were entertained for the con- 
tiguous range of tenemented houses, situated on the lower side of 
the manufactory, and leading to the Close, but, by the well-directed 
efforts of the engine, from the banks above, and the continued 
operation of those below, the danger was happily averted. About 
one o'clock on the morning, the fire was in a great measur^'subdued, 
and before four o'clock was quite extinguished, not, however, until 
the whole of the manufactory, with the exception of the offices, was 
reduced to a mass of ruins. The engines present were, one from the 
foundry of Messrs. Cookson and Co., in the Close, one from Messrs* 
Walker's, Parker's, and Co.'s lead works, and one each from the 
Newcastle, the Sun, and the North British fire offices. A detach- 
ment of infantry, and the dragoons from the barracks, were soon 
on the spot, and a party of the Northumberland and Newcastle 
Volunteer Cavalry were also early in attendance. How the fire 
originated could not be ascertained ; it broke out in a room imme- 
diately above the engine, and it was conjectured to have been 

• Mr. T. M. Richardson, artist, of Newcastle, is about to publish an in- 
terior and exterior view of this structure, duririg these operations. 
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occasioned by the heat. The damage was estimated at nearly £5,000., 
of this the loss in patterns was about £2,000., the remainder arose 
from the destruction of the building, the machinery in use, and 
the articles in the progress of manufacture. The stock and pre- 
mises were insured for about £2,000. A loss, which operated 
very severely, was that of the tools of the workmen, chiefly mill- 
wrights, which were consumed. A man of the name of Thomas 
Thirlaway, in the employ of Messrs. Cookson, unfortunately got 
his leg broken whilst assisting to get out Messrs. Cookson's engine. 

1832 C March 21^. — Bein^ the day (Wednesday) appointed for 
a general fasting and humiliation, on account of the grievous plague 
wherewith it had pleased divine Providence to afflict this country, 
was observed in Newcastle with all the solemnity befitting the oc- 
casion. All the shops in the town and neighbourhood, with few 
exceptions, were closed, the manufactories were off work, and the 
day seemed to be generally considered as a Sabbath day. Suitable 
sermons were delivered at all the churches and chapels, which were 
unusually well attended. The day was most religiously observed 
at Durham, Sunderland, South Shields and North Shields, Alnwick, 
and all the neighbouring towns. 

March 22. — Mrs. Mayoress gave a grand ball and supper at 
the Mansion-house in Newcastle. From a laudable desire to serve 
the tradesmen who had all suffered in some degree from the pre- 
vious visitation (cholera), it was resolved that this should be a ran- 
cy, as well as a dress ball. The gaiety and splendour in which 
many of the guests appeared, shewed their reaidiness to meet the 
wish of the hostess ; while the number of the gentry, not only of 
the town, but of the adjoining counties of Northumberland and 
Durham, afforded a flattering testimony of the estimation in which 
the chief magistrate and his lady were held. The exterior of the 
Mansion-house was decorated with variegated lamps, and the inte- 
rior was tastefully adorned with flowers and evergreens. The 
company (who had been invited by card) began to arrive at 9 
o'clock, and continued to arrive, with little intermission, till afler 
11. Notwithstanding the number of carriages, from the arrange- 
ments which were made as to their arrival and departure, all coii- 
fusion was avoided. The ball was led off at 10 o'clock by the 
sheriff of Newcastle (W. A. Surtees, esq.) and Miss Keed« 
Dancing continued in the Oak Room, where a band under the 
direction of Mr. Baenall attended, and the Hall, where the band of 
the Newcastle and Northumberland Volunteer Cavalry played, till 
12 o'clock, when supper was announced. The viands were such as 
became the hospitality of the Mansion-house of Newcastle. After 
supper, dancing was resumed, and continued till nearly 6 o'clock 
on the mominff. The attention and urbanity of the host and hostess 
were unremitting, and greatly enhanced the pleasure of the ball. 
Amone the fancy dresses, those which attracted most attention 
were the personifications of Napoleon Buonaparte, Duroc, Charles 
the Second, Rochester, an Indian bridegroom, the Due de Yen* 
dome, a courtier of George the First's reign, a Persian Prince, a 
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TurkiBh chief* Billy Lack-a-day, Doctor FungloM, &c« &c Soverol 
of the ladies were in superb dresses^ and some of them added to 
their charms by assuming the costumes of Swiss and French pea- 
sants, Poles, &c. They had one fault only : they were too magni- 
ficent for the persons they represented. The whole assembly 
presented an exhilarating spectacle, where beauty and sfdendour 
m^ared to rival each oSier. There were between 500 and 600 
persons present. Mr. Mayor (Archibald Reed, es^*)» in full dress* 
with ornaments of office; Mrs. Mayoress, snlendia fimcy dress; 
Mr. Arthur Reed, an Esquimaux ; Miss Reed, fimcy dress ; Miss 
M. A. Reed, a French peasant ; Miss Helen Reed, Highland girl ; 
Mr. J. Reed, full dress ; Mr. A. Reed, jun., an Oriental dress (worn 
by Tippoo Saib) ; Miss Abbs, a peasant of the IVrenees ; Mr. Adam- 
son, nans Henry VHI ; Miss Adamson and Miss Fife, ladies of his 
court; Mr. Matt. Anderson, plain dress; Mr. Anderson, fanqr 
dress; Mr. J. Anderson, Russian; Mrs. A. &ncy dress; Mr. jD. 
Akenhead, full dress ; Dr. Alexander, a Genoese ; Mrs. A., fiwcy 
dbress ; Mr. and Mrs. Allhusen, court dresses ; Mr. W. A., full dress ; 
Mr. C. A., German student; Mr. Archbold, full dress; Mr. W. 
Armstrong, plain dress ; Mr. Askew, plain dress ; Mrs. Atkinson^ 
ftncy dress ; two Misses Baker, Neapolitan and Turkish costumes; 
Captain Battersby, Napoleon Bonaparte, (an excellent personifica- 
tion^, accomnanied by Duroc, Lieutenant Houblon, afterwards Cas- 
Sur m Der Frieschutz ; Mrs. Bates, Milboume-hall, full dress; Mr. 
. court dress ; Miss B., Rosine in Les Deux Families ; Miss S. B., 
flower girl ; Mr. Bates, court dress ; Mrs. Bell, full dress ; Mrs. 
Bell, court dress ; Mr. Bell, yeomanry uniform ; Miss B. Neapolitan 
costume ; Mr. Henry Bell, court dress ; Mrs. B., fancy dress ; two 
Misses B., T^oliennes ; Miss Bellairs, fancy dress ; Mr. Bellany, 
plain ; Captain Benson, a Mahomedan chief; Mr. Charles Bigge, 
ISth Light Dragoons ; Mr. H. Bolckow, full dress ; Mrs. S. Boyd» 
Swiss peasant ; Mr. Robert Boyd and Miss B. fancy dresses ; Mrs. 
Wm. Brandling, full dress ; two Misses Brandling, court dresses ; 
Mr. Ralph Brandling, Spanish troubadour ; Mr. Brandling, York- 
shire hussars; Mr. Brummell, uniform; Miss B., fancy dress; 
Misses Brummell, full dress; Dr. Bulman, court dress; Mr. 
Campbell, jun., Greek chief, Colocotroni; Miss C, Neapolitan 
costume ; Miss Henrietta C, French costume ; Colonel Campbell, 
Newcastle Hussars ; Mrs. C, a fancy dress ; Mr. George Carr, and the 
two Misses Carr, Russian costume ; Mr. H. Carr, Hamlet ; Mr. J. 
M. Chapman, uniform of the Newcastle and Northumberland Vo- 
lunteer Cavalry; Mr. Forster Charlton, uniform Northumberland 
Militia ; Mrs. C, full dress ; Mr. and Mr. W. Clark, full dress ; 
Miss Elizabeth Clerk, Spanish ; Miss Jane C, Bernese ; Mr. C. W. 
Collingwood, Sir Peter Teazle, very well dressed and supported ; 
Mr. Collingwood, court dress ; H. J. W. Collingwood (High Sh^- 
iff of Northumberland), uniform; Mrs. C, &ncy dress; Mrs. Col- 
linson, full dress ; Miss Eleanor C, a Heidelberg peasant; Mr. R. C, 
as Michael Scott, the Wizard ; the Misses C, Calabrian peasants; 
Miss C, an Utopian princess x the Rev. Mr. and Miss Cook» fiiU» 
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diCM ; Mrs. Thomas Cookson, md two Misses Cooksoo, moumiDg 
dresses ; Mr. J. C^ juiu» uniform ; Mr. C. C^ uniform of the Ten& 
Hussars; Mr. John and the Misses Cookson, Gateshead Park^ 
mourning dresses; Misses Coulson, fancy dresses; Mr. G. W^ 
Cram, Persian ; Miss Cram» Spanish lady ; Alderman Cramlinsloiiv 
and Miss Cramlington, full dress ; Mr. Thomas Crawhall, uniform ; 
Mr. Joseph C, full dress; Mr. W. Criehton, full dress ; Captam Dale, 
uniform ; Mrs. D., full ^ess ; Miss Dale» (Dockwray Square), fti»* 
cy dress ; Mrs. Depledge, full dress ; Mr. and Mrs* Dixon DixoOy 
full dress ; Miss Dobson, a lady oi the 16th century ; Miss Donkin^ 
fimcy dress; Mr. Downing, court dress of George 11., very good; 
Mr. £• D., a sailor, excellently dressed and supported ; Mn K. D^ 
and Miss D., fanc^ dresses ; Mr. Dunbar, puun dress ; Mrs. and 
Miss Dutton, fimcy dresses ; Mr. D., jun., uniform Tyne Hussars ; 
Mr. Edgcome, plain dress ; Captain Ellis, &ncy dress ; Miss £., 
Amy Robsart ; Miss Ellison, French costume ; Miss Mnrsaret £1* 
Uson, Illjrrian ; Mr. P. G. Ellison, royal archer; Mr. Ettridc, Turk* 
ish costume ; Mr. Errington, H^h Warden, Albanian soldier ; Miss 
£., a Tuscan peasant ; Messrs. G. and F. Ewart, court dresses ; Mr. 
and Mrs. Fairies, and two Misses F^ full dresses; Mr. T. Fen- 
wick, Turic; Mrs. F., full dress; two Misses F., Swiss {prls: Mrs. 
C. Fenwick, full dress ; Miss F., Rosina ; and Miss S. F., a young 
lady of Queen Anne's reign ; Mr. T. W. Fenwick, brigand chief; 
Mr. George Fenwick, court of George III ; Mr. T. Fenwick, plain 
dress ; Alderman Forster, plain dress ; Mr. Forster, Northumber- 
land-street, Turkish costume; Miss Fothergill, plain dress; Mr. 
Charles Fox, Swiss dress ; Miss Fox, full dress Mr. Fryer, plain 
dress ; Miss Gothard, full dress ; Mr. George Gouthwaite, Charles 
II., excellent costume ; Miss Graham, Anne Page ; Mr. Greenhow, 
court dress ; Mr. W. Greenwell, i^ain dress ; Mr. Charles GrifBth, 
full dress ; Mr. Gully, brigand chief; Mr. Harbottle, court dress ; 
Mr. Jos. and Mrs. Hawks, full dresses ; Mr. George Hawks, adju- 
tant to Lord Durham, commander of the Templars ; Miss Head- 
lam, fancy dress ; Dr. Mrs. and Miss Headlam, full dresses ; Mrs. 
Headlam, full dress ; Mr. and Miss Heath, Greeks ; Mr. T. and 
two Misses Hedley, plain dresses ; Mr. Hewitson, old court dress ; 
Miss Hickson, (Ripon), Milanese peasant girl, in holiday garb ; 
Mr. G. W. Hodge, sailor ; Mrs. H. full dress ; and three Misses 
H., fancy dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. George Hodgson, full dress ; Mr. 
Thomas Hodgson, plain dress ; Mr. James Hodgson, plain dress; Dr. 
Home, Highland chief ; Mr. Hood, Due de Vendome ; Mrs. H., 
Frances de Lorrain, Duchess de Vendome ; Miss H., peasant of 
Murcia, Spain ; Captain Hope, Yorkshire Hussars ; Mr. Hoyle» 
full dress ; Mr. Rich. H., Spanish costume ; Mr. J. T. Hoyle, Ro- 
dolph, in Der Frieschutz; Mr. F. Humble, plain dress; Lieut. Hnajf 
uniform ; Mrs. H., fancy dress ; Mr. W. Hustler, the Young Preten- 
der, and afterwards Dr. Pangloss ; Miss Collinson Hutchinson, arch- 
•ress, gold and green ; Mr. J. H., William, in Blade-eyed Susan, after- 
wards as a broom girl, and Billy Lack-a-Day, (very Kood) ; Mrs. H., 
ftncy dress; Dr.andMrs. Hutchinsoui^fiwcy dress ; Mr.Dderton, full 
courtdress; Mrs. L, full dcess; Miss It^i^Iendid dress; MksH.L, 
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Swiss peasant girl ; Mr. C. I., a sailor ; Captain Innes, R. N., fiill 
dress ; Miss, and Miss Harriet I., plain dresses ; Mr. and Mrs. Jack- 
son, full dress Mr. C. F. Jackson, Black Brunswick Hussar ; Mr. 
£• J. Jackson, Tyne Hussars ; Miss Jamieson, full dress ; Mr. C. 
Jaoues, Yorkshire Hussars ; Miss Jaques, Neapolitan ; Mr., Mrs., 
ana Miss Jobling, Newton-hall, full dresses ; Mr. J. Jobling, Walls* 
end hunt dress ; Miss M. and Miss I. Jobling, Spanish costume, 
province of Murcia; Mr. M. L. Jobline, a Saracen; Miss D. 
Jobling, Turkbh &ncy dress ; Mr. T. W. Jobling, Circassian ; 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnson, full dress ; Mr. Johnson, full dress ; Mrs. 
Keenlyside, Swiss ; Mrs. Kell, fancy dress ; the Rev. Mr. Kempson, 

Slain dress ; Mr. G. A. Lambert, Mrs. and Miss L., plain dresses ; 
f r. 6. Lambert, Wallsend hunt dress ; Mr. R., full dress ; Mr« 
N. G., a Spanish Don ; Miss Lambert, Alnwick, a lady of the 15th 
century ; Mr. J. Leadbitter, court dress ; Mrs. asd Miss Liddell, 
(Shieldfield^, plain ; Mr. G. Liddell, (Shieldfield), court dress of 
George I. ; Miss Linskill, Catalonian costume ; Mr. T. Loggan, plain 
dress ; Misses Loraine, fancy dresses ; Miss Loraine, fancy dress ; 
Misses Losh, Swiss peasants ; Mr. R. W. L., a German from the 
Hartz mountains ; Mrs. L., full dress ; Mr. Mackreth, court dress ; 
Mr. Mackintosh, fiill dress ; Mr. James Mc Intyre, uniform of the 
Northumberland Yeomanry Cavalry ; Dr. Mc Whirter, plain dress ; 
Mr. Mellar, inll dress ; Miss M., Spanish lady, full dress; Miss L 
H. M., Neapolitan, full dress ; Mr. Henry A. Mitchell, plain dress ; 
Dr. and Mrs. Morson, full dresses ; Miss Morton, a lady of the 
last century (admirably dressed and supported) ; Mr. and Mrs. A. 
Nlcholl, full dress; Miss Norman, Pyrenese dress; Officers of the 
16th Foot, in full dress uniforms ; Mr. Ord, as fellow commoner of 
Oxford; Miss Otter, full dress; Mr. Ormsby, court dress; Mr. 
Paget, court dress ; Mrs. P., a Swiss lady ; Mr. S. Parker, jun., uni- 
form of the Newcastle and Northumberland Volunteer Cavalry ; Mr. 
Charles P., ditto ; Mr. H. P. Parker, a Brigand ;* Mr. R. S. Pember- 
ton, fancy dress ; Mrs. T. Pemberton, a Turkish lady ; Mr. T. Pem- 
berton, fancy dress ; Mr. Pitts, plain dress ; Captain Pitts, R. N., 
wearing the order of the Tower and Sword ; Mr. and Mrs. R. 
Piummer, full dress ; Mr. Jos. Pollard, jun., plain; Mr. Thos. and 
Miss P., Swiss; Mr. A. G. Potter, in uniform; Captain Potts, 
uniform of the Northumberland Militia ; Mrs. P., full dress ; Mr. 
Ptice, full dress ; Miss Purvis, fancy dress ; the Officers of the 
Queen's Bays, in uniform ; Mrs. and the Miss Reeds (Durham), 
fimcy dresses; Mr. G. T. Railston, as a Black Brunswick Hus- 
sar; Mr. Charles Raine, Greek costume; Mr. Rankin, Roman 
consul ; Miss R., fancy dress ; Mr. and Mrs. Redhead, full dress ; 
Miss Redhead, Polish costume ; Miss Hannah Redhead, Austrian 
costume ; Mr. Henry Redhead, fimcy dress ; Lady and two Misses 
Ridley, full dress of mourning; Captain R., uniform of the North- 
umberland Cavalry ; Mr. Rippon, Tyne Hussars ; Mr. G. Selby, 
iiill dress ; Mr. Alderman Shadforth, plain dress ; Mrs. S., fancy 

* Mr. Henry Perlee Parker, artist, of Newcastle, is at present engaged in 
painting a picture of this grand fimcy dress ball The grouping is excellent, 
and the pnnciple cbaracten q>pcar to be very ably represented. 
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dress ; Miss F. S., ball dress of a French Pyrenese ; Mr. Henry 
Shield, as Rochester ; the Rev. Mr. Shute, plain dress ; Miss F. 
S.y flower girl : Mr. Small, uniform of the Tjme Hussars ; Mr. W. 
and Mrs. Smith, Turkish costume ; Mr. Thomas Smith, jun., full 
dress of the Northumberland Hunt; Miss Smith, fimcy dress; 
Mr. Smith, Togstone, plain dress ; two Misses Sortie, fiill dress ; 
Mr. S., jun., Polish costmne ; Miss Spence, full dress ; Mr. Stan« 
ley, Albanian soldier, (well supported) ; Mr. D. £. and Mrs. Ste- 
phens, North Shields, Spanish dresses ; Mrs. Alderman Surtees, 
and two Misses S., mourmne dresses; Mr. S., Sheriff of New- 
castle, a Spanish grandee; Mr. fitzroy Surtees, Young Nerval; 
Mr. SpeddDng, an Indian bridegroom; Miss Taylor, ball dress; 
Mr. Thompson, Swiss ; Mr. W. Thompson, sailor ; Mr. Tliompson, 
uniform ; Mr. Tinley, plain dress ; Mr. Tinley, jun., a sailor ; Mr. 
Nicholas Walton, court dress ; Mr. Watson, uniform of the Percy 
Tenantry ; Mr. Watson, uniform of the Newcastle and Northum- 
berland Volunteer Cavalry ; Miss Wawn, full dress ; Miss Werge, 
French peasant ; Captain West, R. N., full uniform ; and Mrs. 
West, foncy dress ; Captain Weston, Mussulman ; Miss White, a 
Grecian princess ; Dr. White, court dress ; Mr. John Williamson, 
Durham, Persian dress, actually made in Persia, richly ornamented 
with jewels of great value ; Mr. Wilson, plain dress ; Mr. Win- 
stanley, a Swiss counsellor of the 14th century ; Captain Woods, 
uniform of the Northumberland and Newcastle Volunteer Cavalry ; 
the two Misses Wright, Swiss ; Dr. White, plain dress. 

1832 (March 26^. — A fancy dress ball took place at the Assembly- 
rooms, m Newcastle. It commenced in the large room, and was 
attended by upwards of 200 ladies and gentlemen. At a quarter 
past ten o'clock the ball was led off by the sheriff of Newcastle 
(W. A. Surtees, eso.,) and the lady of H. J. W. CoUingwood, esq., 
high sheriff of Northumberland, and was kept up with great spirit 
until after three o'clock on the morning. The company had a 
most splendid appearance in the room, many of the characters 
being well supported ; but as most of them had appeared in the 
same costume a few nights previous, to enumerate them a second 
time would be quite uninteresting. 

This month, died, the celebrated race horse XYZ, the winner of 
many ^old cups, and the property of R. Riddell, esq., of Felton 
Park, m Northumberland. 

April 6. — The first stone of a new chapel of ease was laid at 
Duddo, in the parish of Norham, by the Rev. William Stephen 
Gill V, vicar, in the presence of a great number of the inhabitants. 

April ^4 — A grand &ncy dress ball given by the gentlemen 
of Durham and its neighbourhood, took place at the Assembly- 
rooms there ; and it may be truly said that a more splendid display 
was never witnessed within the walls of that ancient city on anr 
previous occasion. The rooms were tastefully decorated witn 
banners and with a profusion of evergreens and flowers, under the 
direction of Messrs. Clark and Robson. Shortly before 10 o'clock, 
the whole of the company, comprising the diU of the county, had 
arrived, when the eoiip ami was picturesque and brilliant in the 



352 HISTORICAL RSGI8TER OF [a. D. 18S2* 

extreme, the rooms, in fieu^ presenting one blaze of beauty, grace^ 
and loveliness. Nor was the dazzling splendour of the scene a 
little enhanced by the rich and degant dresses o£ the ladies, whicA 
every where shone conspicuous. It would be a difficult taak ade- 
quately to describe the various costumes or the difierent charac- 
ters* Suffice it then to say, that the former comprised those of 
almost every nation, whilst die latter were sustained with infinite 
spirit, tact, and humour. The Aill band was ably led by Wetherell» 
and executed during the evening many delightful performances. At 
ten o'clock the votaries of Terpsichore began to ^ trip it on die ligbt 
fimtastic toe," and the ball opened with a lively country dance, led 
off by Colonel Cookson. of Witton Hall, and Miss Chaytor, which 
was followed by ouadriUes, gallopades, and waltzes. Supper was 
announced at half-past twelve, when upwards of 830 sat oown to 
the costly banquet. The wines, including champagne, bui^ufidy, 
daret, hock, bucellas, bersac ,&c^ were of the choicest and richest 
quality, and were supplied in the greatest possible profuston. 
Creorge Hutton Wilkinson, esq., of Harperley Park, presided, and 
discharged the duties of the chair in a very felicitous and efficient 
manner. Robert Henry Allan, esq., of Durham, officiated as 
Vice-president, and Captain Cumby, R. N., C. B., presided in the 
second room. Dancing was resumed at half-past two o'clock, and 
was kept up with unabated spirit until a late hour on the morning* 
The subjoined is a list of the donors of this splendid entertains 
ment, those marked thus* being the committee of management. 
— ^W. C. Harland, esq., Sutton Hall ; J. Fawcett, esq^ Durham ; 
* Anthony Wilkinson, esq., Coxhoe Hall; Thomas Maude, esq., 
Selaby; J. Stapylton, esq., Norton; John Allan, esq., Black- 
well ; William Allan, esq., Blackwell Grange ; * Robert Henry 
Allan, esq., Durham ; "* John Gregson, jun., esq^ Durham ; 
George Ornsby, esq., Durham ; T. Griffith, esq., Durham ; H. 
J. EUis, esq., Findon House; W. Harland, esq., Duriiam; R. 
D. Shafto, esq., Whitworth Park; T. Peraberton, esq., Barnes; 
John Trotter, esq., M.D., Durham ; * Henry Stapylton, esq., Dur- 
ham ; G. Wilkinson, esq., Durham ; W. C. Chaytor, esq., Durham ; 
Edward Shipperdson, esq., Durham; J. W. Williamson, esq., 
Whickham; T. Greenwell, esq., Durham; George Hutton WO- 
kinson, esq., Harperley Park ; Rowland Burden, jun., esq., Casde 
Eden ; Walter Scruton, esq., Durham ; *J. W. Hays, esq., Dur- 
ham ; *Rev. T. R. Shipperdson, Durham ; George Townsend Fox, 
esq., Durham ; Cuthbert Rippon, esq., Stanhope Castle ; Captain 
Cumby, R.N., C. B., Heigh ington ; W. T. Salvm, esq., Croxdale ; 
Colond Shadforth, Durham ; J. D. Lambton, esq., Durham ; *Wil- 
Ham Mills, esq., Newton Hall ; Thomas Cookson, esq., Hermitage ; 
John Dunn, esq., Durham; Henry Donkin, esq., Durham; Sir 
William Chaytor, bart, Witton Castle; Edward Johnson, esq., 
Chester Deanery ; Thomas Wade, jun., esq., Silksworth ; Eidward 
Clavering, jun., esq., Durham ; R. A. Atkinson, esq., Plawsworth 
Cottage ; Colonel Cookson, Witton Hall ; Robert Surtees, esq., 
Redworth House ; John Bowes, esq., Streatlam castle. 

1832 f April 1 4fJ.^The pitmen of the rivers Tyne and Wear helda 
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^eral meeting of their body at the Black Fell, near Wreckentoibi 
in the county of Durham, to the number of about 9,000. Th4\ ^.Ij^ 
greater part of them walked in procession, carrying banners, 6cCy ^rW' 
About eleven o'clock Mr. T. H^bum, as usual, was called to thi^>N 
chair. Afler the chairman had opened the proceedings, several 
other speakers in succession addressed the pitmen, all of whom en- 
forced the necessity of supporting the union, which they said would 
eventually baffle the machinations of their employers. Before 
closing the meeting, the chairman addressed the people in a very 
encouraging strain — ^let them (he said) make a few sacrifices^ 
twelve months would teach them a vast of experience ; thinga 
would come round in such away that there would be need of more 
pitmen than were ever employed in England before, as pits were 
then being sunk to the north and south of them, and in Lincoln- 
shire, all of which would want men. It had been said that they 
ought to get knowledge ; he would teach them how to do that- 
let itinerating libraries be established among all the collieries, that 
might be done for about a shilling a man in the year, and that, he 
thought, was obtaining knowledge at a cheap rate. In conclusion, 
he urged them to part quietly, and let the world see their determina- 
tion to support good order. The meeting then broke up, the men 
formed under their respective burners, and left the place of meet- 
ing in the most peaceable manner. 

1832 f April 19^.— The sale of some detached portions of the 
Greenwich Hospital estates in Cumberland and Northumberland 
which had been long previously advertised, took place in the great 
room of the auction mart, London, Mr. George Robins, auctioneer. 
Cumberland being out of my dutricty I shall only state that the 
enchanting Keswick estate in that county, containmg 2,376 acres, 
was sold to Mr. Marshall, M. P., the first and only bidder, for 
30,000 euineas. In Northumberland, the manor of Meldon, in- 
cluding Meldon Park estate and farms, five miles from Morpeth, with 
Meldon Park Comer inn and premises ; also the North and South 
Needless Hall farms, consisting of 2,070 acres, including 171 acres 
of plantation and woods, water corn-mill, and fishing in the river, 
farm houses, buildings, gardens, &c., rental at tlie time of the sale 
£2,119 per annum, free from tithe. This, the most valuable lot of 
the sale, excited a most spirited competition. Mr. Robins said the 
commissioners of the hospital had expended £7,000 a few years be- 
fore in iniproving the property, and the rental anterior was £2,114 
a year. The first bidding was 40,000 guineas, and it was event- 
ually sold for 56,900 guineas, to Isaac Cookson, esq., alderman of 
Newcastle. Tlie other lots were of minor import, and were not sold. 

AprU 21. — The works of those collieries where the men had 
made a sticky being at a stand, the owners had in many instances 
engaged other hands, and their late servants illegally retaining 
possession of their dwellings, there remained but one of two alter- 
natives—either to submit to their late servants, or to put the new- 
ly engaged men into possession of the houses, &c*, which are kept 
express^ for the occupancy of their workmen. On the above day 

VOL. II. z z 
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;^^ f^turday), the work of legal, but forcible ejectbn first commenoed 
'*•" '^.-m Hetton colliery, in the county of Durham. Proper steps had 
been taken to prevent as much as possible any disturbance ; special 
constables were appointed, a strong force of London pdioe was in 
readiness, assisted by a detachment of the Queen*s Bays, and those 
who refused to join the combined workmen were furnished witk 
arms for their protection. 'SMiile families and furniture were 
handed to the door, in the fH-esence of the authorities, no resisS- 
aince was offered, but the evening gave '* dreadful note of prepam- 
tion.'* Many of the union men assembled in a group ; several 
were armed, occasional shots were fired, and, as if to intimidate 
the new hands, to prevent others from being induced to join, and 
overawe the masters, a terrible vengeance was taken upon one of 
the bound men named John Errington, who was found the next 
morning, barbarously murdered. On the Monday morning the 
coroner* T. C. Maynard, esq., arrived, and a jury having been sum- 
moned, immediately proceeded with the inquest, when, after a long 
and tedious investigation, which lasted about ten days, the jury 
returned a verdict of " wilful murder" against George Strong and 
John Tumbull, as principals, and against John Moore, and Luk^ 
Hutton, as accessanes before the fact. These persons were com- 
mitted under an escort of cavalry (it being apprehended that a 
rescue would be attempted by theur comrades, by whom they were 
loudly cheered), to Durham gaol to take their tnals at the ensuing 
assizes. Errington was one of the few pitmen at Hetton coUieiy 
who had consented to be rebound, and had in consequence become 
obnoxious to the union men, of which body he had been a strenu- 
ous advocate, but had seceded firom their councils. This sangui- 
nary deed had been perpetrated by firing two marbles into his body, 
and such was the savage joy of these demoniacs, that when the 
funeral of the murdered man was passing the doors of the pitmen, 
it was barbarously assailed with terrible yells and execrations. 

1832 (May l^.—In consequence of the pitmen not agreeing with 
the coal-owners, and at the same time persisting to occupy the 
houses belonging to the latter, the work of ejection was still 
proceeding at several of the collieries. On the above day (Tues^ 
day), a sanguinary attack was made upon the advanced party of 
forty-five lead miners (whom the owners had engaged), while on 
their way to Tyne Main and Friars' Goose collieries, situated on 
the south side of the river Tyne, about two miles east of New- 
castle So violent was the assault, and so deadly the means re- 
sorted to, that two of the poor fellows were nearly killed, and the 
remainder were pelted with stones, and otherwise maltreated while 
at Gateshead. Measures were then taken to preserve the peace ; 
special constables were sworn in on the Wednesday, and on the 
day following, the work of ejection was commenced at Friars* 
Goose, the pitmen having kept possession of their houses a fort- 
night longer than the stipulated time. Scarcely, however, had the 
{proceedings begun, when several hundreds of pitmen, &c, codh 
menced a furious assault with stones and other missiles, and the 
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ejecting party were obb'ged to seek safety id flight. -In the after- 
noon, on the informatioQ of the outrage reaching Archibald Reed, 
'esq., mayor of Newcastle, an additional number of constables were 
sworn, who, at eight o'clock on Friday morning, provided with fire- 
arms and cutlasses, proceeded under the direction of Mr. Thomas 
•Forsyth, the town-marshal, but without the aid of the military, to 
&ish the work of ejection. On reaching Friars' Goose, a great 
number of pitmen were assembled, in whose presence, Mr. Forsyth 
delivered to his men two rounds of cartridge, containing swan shot, 
with strict orders not to fire till commanded. He then advanced, 
and the pitmen gave three cheers in defiance. Mr. Forsyth ex- 
horted the pitmen to commit no breach of the peace, but they lent 
a deaf ear to his advice, and were reinforced every moment with 
iresh arrivals. The police in the mean time proceeded in the exe- 
cution of their duty, and having entered the house of a pitman 
named Thomas Can*, his wife obstinately refused to go out, and 
was carried to the door by two men on a chair. She seized the 
bat of a policeman, flourished it over her head, and cheered on 
the mob ; Carr then came forward, and begged that his furniture 
might be carted away to Gateshead. This request was complied 
wiUi, and Mr. John Lough, sergeant at mace, with a small party 
of assistants, were deputed to guard the two carts. They were 
speedily met by upwards of 100 pitmen from the Felling, who at- 
tadced the guard, and wounded three of the men. Soon after, 
another body of the people attacked the premises appointed as a 
guard-house, overpowered the sentry, and carried off the guns. 
The noise and shouting brought Mr. Forsyth to the spot ; he drew 
his cutlass and endeavoured to make his way through the immense 
Bsasses of men that interposed between himself and the police. 
He was twice knocked down, and at length with great difficulty 
•reached his companions, who were most unhappily stationed in a 
narrow lane, which was overlooked by a hill on each side, on which 
die pitmen stood, and threw brick bats, stones, &c., at them. The 
constables thus pressed, and considering their lives in danger, fired 
amongst the crowd, then making a rush, got out of their unfortunate 
position, and gained a rising ground to the east, near to Mr. Easton 
the viewer's house. Some of the pitmen fired at them as they re- 
treated. Five or six of the pitmen were wounded, one of them 
aeverely. Mr. Forsyth was wounded in the head and leg rather 
severely with stones ; one of the special constables was also severely 
cut about the head. The police, from the place of their retreat, 
sent off two men express to Newcastle, for the military, the pit- 
men suspecting their object, obstructed their passage as much as 
possible. About twelve o'clock, one of these messengers galloped 
through Newcastle, on his way to the barracks without a hat, and 
exhibiting a cut in his face, and had one of his ribs broken from 
the injuries he had received. The soldiers proceeded without delay 
to Friars' Goose, attended by the mayor of Newcastle, and the Rev. 
Mr. Collinson, rector of Gateshead. No further disturbances had 
takeo phu^e, and by the time of their arrival, the men had in a 
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mat measure dispersed. The police proceeded to search all the 
nouses in the neighbourhoody and apprehended upwards of fartj 
persons on a charge of being concerned in these outrages* Theee^ 
with others, who were apprehended on the Saturday, were lodged 
In the gaol of Newcastle, and on the Monday, upwards of twmity, 
including three women, were committed for trial at the next Dur- 
ham assizes, and were sent off to the county gaol under an esciort 
of cavalry. The remainder were either bound over to keep the 
peace, or discharged. 

1832 fMc^ 10^.— Died, at his house in Northumberland-street, 
Newcastle, deeply rc^tted, Christopher Cookson, esq., in tibe dSiid 
year oi his age, barrister at law, recorder of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
and of Berwick upon Tweed. See September 29^ 1829, w»ffe 
262. Mr. Cookson was succeeded in the recordership oi Berwick, by 
Robert Ingham, esq. of Westoe, near South Shields, barrister at kw. 
on the 21 St of May ; and at a meeting of the Common CouncQ of 
Newcastle, on the 23d of the same month, James Losh, esq^ of 
Jesmond, near Newcastle, barrister at law, was elected recorder of 
that town. 

May 11. — As soon as the resignation of Earl Grej became 
known in Newcastle, on this day (Friday), a requisition to the 
mayor was signed by upwards of 200 individuals in a few hoursy 
requesting him to call a public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
town and neighbourhooa, *' to take into consideration and adcx>C 
such measures as may be deemed expedient in the present eventntl 
state of public affiurs." The requisition was presented to the mayor 
the same day, and his worship was pleased to appoint the meeting 
to be held in the Spital on Tuesday (May I5th), at one o'clock. 
Notwithstanding the unfavourable state of the weather, numerous 
bodies of persons began to arrive at an early hour from die country, 
and from some of the neighbouring collieries, many of them accom- 
panied by bands of music, banners, &c., and afler parading through 
some of the principal streets, repaired to the place of meeting. Atone 
o'clock the requisitionists proceeded in a body from the TutK's Head 
inn, and those who had been selected to conduct the business of the 
meeting, took their station on the hustings, which had been erected 
on the raised walk on the south side of the Spital-field. After the com- 
pany had arrived, the number of banners displayed gave the scene 
a very animated appearance, and the mottoes of some of them called 
forth the cheers of the meeting as they came up to the hustings. 
Amongst others were *< The Bill or no Supplies.' << No Welling- 
ton." « Scot and Lot." « Peace and Unity.' «* Live, and let Live." 
^< No Tory Minister, Grey, Brougham, and the Bill, Russell, Al- 
thorp, and No Mistake." •'' God save the Kins'* — the word King 
erased. << Invincible in Union." << Civil and Religious Liberty, ' 
" All Men have equal Rights." " Persevere and be rree," &c. Ine 
assemblage of persons on the ground was variously stated, but 
40,000 was supposed to be about the number. Mr. Mayor not 
being present to take the chair, Mr. John Fife stepped forward 
and said, << Friends and fellow countrymen, this is not a meeting of 
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the Political Union ezclusiyeljr> but of every denomination of 
formersy who, regardless of minor differences^ have united for one 
common object. I beg to propose that Dr. Headlam do take the 
chair.'* This was seconded bj Mr. Thomas DouUeday, and carried 
by acclamation. The meeting was addressed in luminous and 
energetic speeches by the chairman^ James Losh, Thomas DouUe- 
day, J. B. Wright, and John Fife es^rs., and by Messrs. LarUn, 
Donkin, &c. &c The chairman having read and put the resolur 
tions to the meetinff, they were carried by acclamation. Mr. 
Chamley having read the address to the kmg, and the petition to 
the House of Commons, they were carried unanimously. That 
gentleman then proposed the thanks c£ the meeting to Sir M. W. 
Kidley, hart, and John Hodgson, esq., the members for Newcastle ; 
to T. W. Beaumont, esq., and Viscount Howick, the members for 
Northumberland ; and to William Hussell, esq., and Sir Hedworth 
Williamson, hart, the members for the county of Durham, for their 
support of the reform bill in parliament (cheers) ; also the wannest 
thanks of the meeting to hord Ebrington, and the two hundred 
and eighty-eight, who voted for the constitutional resolution which 
they carried to the throne. This motion was carried amid much 
cheering. Mr. Losh said he had another motion to propose. It was 
not written upon paper, but it was more indelible, for it was written 
upon their hearts — it was the cordial thanks of the meeting to. Earl 
Grey ; Mr. Chamley seconded the motion, and it was carried en- 
thusiastically. Mr. Losh then moved the thanks of the meeting 
to the chairman, which was seconded by Mr. Fenwick, and carried 
amid loud acclamations. The chairman having thanked the meet- 
ing most sincerely, he concluded by urgine the meeting to sign the 
petition, &c., before they left the ground and retired amidst the 
cheers of the assembly. Numerous calls were then made for Mr. 
Attwood, who was observed upon the hustings ; after some hesita- 
tion, that gentleman came forward and stated, that the reason of 
his not having taken any part in the previous proceedings of the 
day, was his absence when the requisition to the mayor was signed, 
and consequently, no part having been assigned to him in the 
arrangements made at the preliminary meeting. On private ac- 
counts he did not regret this, for he had been labouring under in- 
disposition, which peculiarly unfitted him for addressing so large 
an assembly as that which he beheld before him. In obedience, 
however, to the call with which they had honoured him, he wpuld 
endeavour to say a few words on the subject on which they, had 
been called together. He then addressed the meeting at some 
length, wherein he stated his regret for the fate of the reform bill, 
and the unfortunate position of Uie public cause. Afler urging the 
necessity of a close political union amongst themselves, and keep- 
ing their eyes steadily on the law and the constitution, whereby they 
would set all the machinations of their enemies at defiance, Mr. 
Attwood adverted to some expressions which had fallen from Mr. 
Larkin as calculated to do, at least, as much harm as good to the 
cause. He then concluded by tlnmking the meeting for their 



856 HIITOftlCAL RBOISTSa OF [a. d. 18S8. 

«tteiitioD» and advised them to go quietly to thetr homes, and afford 
tM cause of complaint from their enemies. 

1832 ^Jlfay 12^.— Thefirst number of anewspaper entitled «<The 
Newcastle JourQal/' was prmted and published in Newcastle, ** by 
Hemaman and Perring, the proprietotV, at No. 69, Pilgrim-street. 
Ibis paper is dated on the Saturday, and is not published until 
that day. There was a newspaper under the same title published 
m Newcastle nearly a century ago* See April 7el, 1789, vol. u 
page 156. 

May 16. — In pursuance of a very numerous and respect- 
ive requisition to Thomas Bowes, esq., the bailiff of Darlinffton, an 
unusually large meeting of the inhabitimts of that town was nekl, to 
take into consideration the proper measures to be adopted by the 
people, when a petition to tne House of Commons, praying them 
to address the king to recall Earl Grey to the nation, and also to 
witihhokL all supplieif to government of the public money, until such 
(a refbrm as would satisfy the country be granted, was unanimously 
agreed to. A variety of resolutions were passed. The speakers 
were Thomas Bowes, esq., Warren Maude, esq., Messrs. Sherwood, 
Mewbum, John Pease, Joseph Pease, sen., Nesham, Robinson, 
Coates, Hogarth, Miller, Lightfoot, Hartley, &c. The assemblage 
of people was so large that it was necessary to hold the meeting in 
•the open air in fVont of the town-hall. 

Same day, about eleven o'clock at night, an alarming fire broke 
out in the premises occupied by Mr. George Heslop, currier, Mill- 
atreet, Sunderland. By the prompt assistance of tne engines, the 
Hames were got under m about three hours, after having destroyed 
the first and second floors, and the principal part of the roof. 
' The early part of this month, the skeleton of a female, without 
a head, was discovered by a mason digging a well in Moor-gate- 
-atreet, Sunderland. 

May 17. — A meeting of the firiends of reform in Durham and the 
neighbourhood, was held at Thwaites' Long-room, which was very 
numerously as well as respectably attended, most of the gendemen 
of consideration in the county being present. Amongst otheiB 
were observed. Sir William Chajrtor, of Witton Castle, bart., Mr. 
Baker, of Elemore, Mr. Rippon, of Stanhope Castle, Mr. R. J. 
Lambton, of Murton House, Mr. ^aflo, of Whitworth, Mr. Mev- 
neU, of Yarm, Mr. Mason, of Chilton, Mr. Mills, of Newton Hall, 
Mr. W. Williamson, of Whitburn, Colonel MiUs, of Wiliington, 
Mr. Wright, of Sands, Mr. Salvin, of Croxdale, Dr. Fenwick, Mr. 
Hariand, sen., Mr. Harland, jun., Mr. Fawcett, Mr. Hopper, 
Colonel Austin, Mr. R. H. Allan, Rev. T. R. Shipperdson, of Dur- 
ham, &c. &c. ; and apologies were made for the absence of Mr. 
Williamson, the chairman of the county, Mr. Shipperdson, Sir R. J. 
Eden, bart, Mr. Wilkinson of Harperley Park, and Mr. Allan, of 
Blackwell. The meeting was called, when it seemed undoubted 
that the duke of Wellington would assume the reins of power ; and 
Hs object was to take the necessary steps for organizingthe county, 
preparatoiy to the expected dissolution <^ parliament Dr. Fenwiok 
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was voted to the chair, and opened the business of the day in 
an eloquent speech. He was followed by Mr. Harland, sen^ wfao» 
in an enei^tic address prMosed the resohitioDs. He said that the 
power which was behind the throne must be extinguished by the 
people, and that if things had gone on in the nanner that appeared 
likely a few days ago, he woiild have proposed the withhoJaing of 
the supplies and the appointment of parhanentary commissioneva 
fmt the right application of the public money. These deelamtiona 
were much cheered ; and the resolutions were carried by acclama- 
tion. Sir William Chay tor, of Witton Castle, hart., Cuthbert Eip- 
pon of Stanhope Castle, esa.fWilliam Thomas Salvin, of Croxdale^ 
esq., and Robert Henry Allan, of Durham, esq., being appointed a 
committee to carry the objects of the meeting into effect. After 
thanks had been voted to the chairman, and three hearty cheers given 
for Earl Grey, *< that good great man,*' the assemblage broke up. 

18S2 (May 17^.— A public meeting of the inhabitants of the 
parish or Gateshead was held, ** to take into consideration the pre- 
sent state of the question of reform, and the measures to be adi^t- 
ed in consequence of the resignation of his mi^esty's ministers.** 
The requisition was signed by ninety-six of the pnncipal inhabi* 
tants, and the meeting was appointed by the Rev. John Collinson» 
the rector. Commodious hustings were erected at the upper end of 
Oakwellgate-street, for the accommodation of the speakers and their 
firiends, and by one o'clock, the hour of meeting, an immense concourse 
of people had assembled. Joseph Willis, esq., was called to the 
chair, and opened the business of the meeting, which was address^ 
ed by Mr. J. B. Johnson, Mr. W. H. Brockett, Mr. Joseph Watson^ 
and others, after which a number of resolutions were proposed and 
passed, and the petition and address were read and adopted unani- 
mously, after thanks had been voted to Earl Grey and his colleagues* 
to Lord Ebrington and the members who voted with him in the 
House of Commons, and particularly to Sir Hedworth Williamsony 
hart., and Mr. Russell, the members for the county of Durham, t# 
the rector for his readiness in convening the meeting, and to the 
chairman, the meeting broke up. 

Similar meetings took place at Alnwick, at North Shields, and 
at^arious other places in Northumberland and Durham. 

may 23. — A singular anonymous letter of this date was re-^ 
ceived by the Tyne Iron Company. The following is a copy :— > 
'* Fourteen years ago, I was a workman in your Lemington works, 
and was in the habit of pilfering little trifling thines, only a 
pennyworth at a time. I have got converted to God, through 
she Wesleyan ministry, and they teach that restitution is necea- 
sary to salvation. God has pardoned me, and I hope you will 
do the same. My conscience tells me I must have taxen at diffe- 
rent times to the amount of iO#.; and, I am told, money at 
interest doubles itself in fourteen years, I enclose you £5, hoping 
!that you will never oppose the Wesleyan Methodists. May 29d, 
1S82." The companv presented the £5. to the Gateshead Dispen- 
sary. For a simitar letter, see acftfam/a, Ajitffiut^ L828. 
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1838 (Maif 25^^— The foundation stone of a new churdi al 
Slaley, in Northumberland, was laid by the Rot. Christopher Bird, 
▼icar of Chollertouy in the presence of the clergy of the neighbour- 
hoody the principal inhabitants, and a large concourse of peo(^ 
The old church had become litde better thisn a mass of ruins, and 
totally unfit for the celebration of divine service. By the perse- 
vering exertions of the Rev. Henry Armstrong, the curate, and 
other members of a committee selected for that purpose, suflSdent 
funds were raised to rebuild and enlarge the structure, without 
having recourse to a parish rate. Previous to the interesting cere- 
mony, the Rev. C. Bird delivered an aj^propriate address; tiie 
stone was then laid with the usual certaionies, and three hear^ 
cheers were given by the persons assembled. The contractors 
and labourers were refreshed at the expense of the manasers. 
The clergymen and committee partook of the hospitali^ or the 
Rev. H. Armstrong. The proceedings of the day excited the 
strongest interest. 

May 26« — A general meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and 
Wear, was held on Boldon Fell. The meeting was addressed by 
Mr. T. Hepburn and several others, who moved and seconded a 
series of resolutions, but their observations contained nothing diat 
betokened a speedy arrangement of the differences with the coal- 
owners. 

Same day, Messrs. W. Bewick and D. Dunbar's exhibition of 
paintings and sculpture by British and Foreign artists, was first 
opened at the east end of the Rojnal Arcade, in Pilgrim Street^ 
Newcastle. The exhibition to continue open two months, fhmi 
nine o'clock on the morning till dusk in the evening of each day, 
Sundays excepted. Admission one shilling— season tickets, three 
shillings. Quarto catalogues, with a large wood cut of the princi- 
pal picture, drawn and engraved by Mr. William Harvey, a native 
of Newcastle, were charged one shilling each. See July 27thy 1831, 
poffeSOB. 

May 28. — A man of colour, named Edwards, performed a some- 
what novel and arduous feat on the north turnpike, near Newcastle. 
Holding the nath of a carriage wheel in his letl hand, he rolled it 
along the turnpike with the utmost ease, and in this manner though 
the ground was very slippery, ran sixteen miles in two hours. A 
great number of people collected to witness the performance. 

May SO. — A man named Kobson, a workman at Heaton lime 
kiln, near Newcastle, incautiously ventured on the top of the kiln, 
which gave way, and he sunk down into the burning lime. Seve- 
ral men immediately proceeded to the spot, and lost no time in 
rendering every assistance, but the unfortunate man was dead be- 
fore they could get him out. He had been married only three days. 

The same day a pit which had been sunk at Wooler, in North- 
umberland, for the purpose of obtaining water, fell in whilst Mr. 
S. Morton was employed in making some alterations at the bottom 
of it. The pit was about thirty-six feet deep, and was built round 
entirely with bricks without lime. All the bricks, to wiUiin five or 



t 



A.l>. 1888.] ABMAHKABLB JtVBNTS,. 861 

•ix feet of the bottom, gave way, and a great quantity of earth 
having &llen in along with them, the pit was in an instant filled up 
to wiwin five or six feet of the surfiu^e. As soon as the alarm was 
given, a number of people immediately crowded to the spot, but on 
seeing the mt so completely choked up, every person despaired of 
tendering tne unfortunate man any assistance. A number of men, 
however, commenced to dear out the pit ; and in order to accom- 
fdish the work as expeditiously as possible, an express was sent to 
Doddington colliery to procure the assistance of some pitmen, they 
being well acquainted with work of that description. The men in 
a very short time arrived, and used their utmost exertions in get- 
ting tiie earth and bricks taken out of the pit When they had pro* 
oeeded about fifteen feet below the surface, th^ were astonished 
on hearing Morton calling from the bottom. They of course re- 
ified to him, and thus stimulated, they continued, with increased 
exertions, till they at length sot him safely drawn to the top. Mr. 
Morton was so situated all tbe while at Uie bottom, that he could 
Beither move leg nor arm, he was so firmly enclosed with earth and 
bricksy that, after the workmen had got his head and arms cleared, 
It required a considerable time longer to disengage the rest of his 
body. As there were upwards of thirty cart-loads of bricks, besides a 
p;reat quantity of earth taken out of the pit, the miserable condition 
m which he was placed beneath the ground for the space of nine 
or ten hours, may easUy be conceived. 

1832 (May 30^.— llie Durham church estate bill, « for sepa- 
rating the Rectory of Easington, in the county of Durham, from 
the Archdeaconry of Durham, and annexing in lieu thereof, a pre- 
bend or canonry in the cathedral church of Durham," was read 
a third time in the House of Lords and passed. 

May 31. — The Right Worshipful Archibald Reed, esq., mayor 
of Newcastle, accompanied by the river jury, and a party of gentle- 
men, proceeded, according to annual custom, to survey the boun- 
daries of the river Tyne, under the jurisdiction of that corporation. 
About half-past seven o'clock on the morning, the party left the 
mansion-house for Shields, from whence they returned about half- 
past two o'clock in the afternoon, amid the firing of cannon and the 
ringing of bells, &c At that time the sight was very pleasing from 
the number of light and elegantly painted boats, with suitable flags, 
which preceded the barges to the mansion-house. The stewards 
of the incorporated companies, in compliment to the chief magis- 
trate, had the Swan steam-bcNat tastefully decorated for the occa- 
sion. On the paddle cases were painted, the words << A. Reed, 
EsQR*8., Sixth Mayoralty.*' After partaking of refreslunents at 
the mansion-house, the company departed for Hedwin Streams, 
whither the fineness of the oay attracted a numerous company to 
enjoy the sports of the afternoon. There were races on the King's 
Meadows, in one of which a horse named Peacock missed his step 
and fell down, and, a mare named Lady Mary, which was following 
ck)6e, fell over him, and broke one of her 1^. 

ifay.— There was at this time living at l^rryhill, in the county 
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of Durham, a woman named Catherine Moralee, of the astoniahing 
age of 1124 years. She was bom at Leybuniy in Yorkshire, oo 
the 22d of November. 1719. After her marriage, she resided se* 
veral years in Newcastle, and was the mother of ten children, all 
of whom are dead ; they afterwards removed to the village of Mid- 
dleston, near iMerrington, in the coun^ of Durham, and after- 
wards about thirty years ago, (being then a widow), c^e removed 
to Ferryhill. A gentleman who saw her at this time, obtained 
from herself the above particulars. Her sight and hearing were a 
little impaired, but her memory was remarkably retentive. SeB 
Augutty 1827, page 209. 

1 832 (June 1 ). — The royal assent was given by commission to the 
Hartlepool docks and railway bill, and the Hartlepool pier UlL 
This place is of great antiqui^. See voL t. pp, 20, 22, amd 62. 

Same day, in the House of Commons, the Newcastle and Car- 
lisle railway bill, was read a third time and passed ; and the Dor- 
ham church estate bill was read a second time and committed. * 

June 2. — The first market for swine (which before had been 
held in the High-bridge, Newcastle) was held in and upon a piece 
of ground belonging to die corporation of that town, westwvd of 
the Forth, and adjoining the live cattle market, on the above day 
(Saturday), and to be continued on that day in every week. 

June 5. — The foundation stone was laid of a new stone bridge 
to be erected over the river Tees, at Blackwell-ford, near Darling- 
ton, for a new line of road to be made from the latter place to 
Barton-lane-end, to commence with the road to Richmond. The 
bridge was from the design of Mr. Green, architect, of Newcastle, 
under whose direction the works were conducted. It will con- 
sist of three elliptical arches ; the centre one to be 78 feet span, 
and the side ones 68 feet each. 

June 7. — The reform bill received the royal assent. Notices of 
the rejoicings which took place in the district in consequence of 
the event, will be found under their respective dates. 

June 9. — In the evening a meeting was held in the Town-hall 
of Darlington, Thomas Bowes, esq., bailiff of Darlington, in the 
chair, when it was unanimously resolved, by the persons present, 
to express their satisfaction on the occasion of the passing of the 
reform bill, by giving a public dinner to the operatives of the town. 
For carrying this purpose into eflTect, a committee was nominated, 
to whom the necessary arrangements were entrusted. The follow- 
ing Tuesday being a holiday, was fixed upon as a suitable day, the 
committee thinking it better not to take the people from their 
work. The members of the committee, and other gentlemen, as 
well as several ladies, purchased tickets for the dinner, which t^ey 
distributed gratis. Three large oxen were bought, with a suitable 
proportion of bread, ale, and vegetables, besides a large supply of 
plum-pudding, which was furnished by the liberality of private in- 
dividuals and of die principal inn-keepers, the latter of whom un- 
dertook to cook the provisions. In order to ensure regularity in 
the proceedings, every department was allotted to committees of 
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three or four gentlemen, the benefit of which was evident, from 
the admirable arrangements that were made. On Monday even- 
ing* deputies from all the trades in the town met the committee at 
the Town-hall, and received from them general directions, the 
execution of which was committed to Mr. George Elwin, by whose 
very spirited and skilful exertions all the trades were marshalled 
under their respective banners. The order in which they were to 
march was fixed by ballot, and the numbers were ascertained that 
would join the procession on Tuesday morning. The Darlington 
and West Auckland bands volunteered their services, and were 
provided with tickets for the dinner. In the mean time, the gentle- 
men who had been appointed to prepare tables, obtained from the 
timber-merchants a large quantity of deals, which were formed into 
tables, from 20 to 50 yards in length, in the market-place, and 
these were covered with cloth, furnished by the drapers. The 
tables were so arranged, that the elegant gas column in the square 
formed the centre, the intervening spaces being wide enough to 
admit of the necessary attendants freely passing each other. The 
ale was placed in the shambles, under the charge of three gentle- 
men who were to distribute it to the tables according to the num- 
ber of persons at each. All the preliminaries having been arranged, 
at 12 o'clock precisely the procession commenced moving in the fol- 
lowing order, from the Town-hall, amidst the deafening thunders 
of thousands of voices : — The National Flag, one hundred gentle- 
men 4 abreast ; Earl Grey's Arms ; Lord Brougham's Arms ; the 
Darlington band ; an Emblematic Flag; the Lodge of Odd Fellows, 
in full dress ; a banner ; the Woolcombers, with a sliver of blue 
and white wool across their breasts ; a banner ; the Coach-makers ; 
a banner ; the Coopers ; a banner ; the Worsted-weavers ; a ban- 
ner; the Linen-weavers; a banner; the Bricklayers; a banner; 
the Flax-dressers ; a banner ; the Shoemakers ; a banner ; the Car- 
penters; a banner; the Tanners, Curriers, Skinners, and Finishers, 
m their respective dressess and banners ; a banner ; the Bleachers ; 
a banner ; the Carpet-weavers, with a skein of blue, red, and white 
worsted yam across their shoulders ; a banner ; the Sawyers ; a 
banners ; the Tailors ; a banner ; the Smiths ; a banner ; the Gar- 
deners, with a triumphal arch and crown of evergreens ; a banner ; 
tlie Painters ; a banner ; the Plumbers ; a banner ; the Shopmen ; 
a banner ; the Railway men. Each company was attended by two 
of the committee to preserve order, and to carve at dinner. Tlie 
procession marched round the town-boundaries and through the 
principal streets, the bands playing, bells ringing, guns firing in all 
directions, and colours waving from the windows, roofs, and chim- 
neys in the whole town. Not only town's people were assembled, but 
multitudes from the neighbourhood, taking advantage of the beau- 
tiful state of the weather, flocked in to witness the magnificent 
spectacle. Upwards of 3000 men walked in the ranks, and so far 
as could be calculated, above 12,000 people were congregated on 
the occasion, peace and good order were effectually maintained, 
not more by the judicious arrangements of the committee than by 
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the good sense of the men themselves. The men of one tan-jrard 
had previously agreed to fine any one of themselves 5#« who sfaioiikl 
be in a state of intoxication on tnat day. After perambulating the 
town, which occupied nearly two hours, the whole body was drawn 
up round the market-place, The bands which had continued fAty* 
ing incessantly during the inarch, then ceased, and, with the mu8ic» 
terminated the acclamations of the people; for a minute there was 
a dead pause, all heads were uncovered, and at a given sienal, three 
simultaneous cheers, uttered from thousands ot Briti& bosomst 
rose in awful grandeur to the skies. The various companies, under 
their respective banners and leaders, then filed off in double columns 
to the tables that had been appointed finr them, till all were sta- 
tioned. This was done before dinner time, that everr man mi^t 
know his own place, without the confusion of seeking for a vacanqr* 
The people were then dismissed for an hour to rest themselvea» 
and to allow all the dinner orders to be forwarded. At three 
o'clock the trades arrived and took their assigned places at tlie 
tables, on which the attendants expeditiously pkcea the smoking 
viands, and the long disused custom was again revived for a wfaile» 
of servant and master exchanging duties with each other, the lat^ 
ter kindly and attentively seeking to promote the comforts of the 
former. During dinner, the delegates and gentlemen of the con^ 
mittee were engaeed either in carving for, or waiting on, the 
people ; and at 4 o clock they assembled at the Work4iouse, in a 
spacious room fitted up for the occasion, and dined together, thus 
concluding, in festive harmony, a day of rejoicing such as was never 
before witnessed in the North of England. The workmen of Messrs. 
Parker, of Haughton-le-Skeme, marched to Darlington and joined 
in the procession, carrying along with them their banners. They 
afterwards returned to Haughton, where they were sumptuously 
regaled with plum-pudding and roast beef. U would be mjustice 
to omit noticing, that the wives, sisters, and dauffhters of those who 
had dined in public, were regaled with tea and cakes in the open 
air, in various parts of the town, by the kind contributions of the 
ladies of Darlington, whose enthusiasm on this national occasion 
proved them to be thorough reformers. The following are selected 
from hundreds of mottoes that were emblazoned on the floating 
draperies of the trades' banners and other private flags : — The glo- 
rious triumph of 1832 — May the Sun always shine on real Refor- 
mers, Earl Grey for ever — The Voice of the People is the Voice of 
God — Long live Earl Grey and all Reformers — The Day is ours — 
May the Sons of St. Crispin ever flourish with Reform— Let us 
rejoice. Reform is accomplished — ^The King, the People, and Re- 
form — Reform is won. Victory is ours — Let the merry bells ring. 
Grey, Brougham, and the Bill — By Perseverance we have con- 
quered — Truth and Justice have decided our Cause — Cleveland 
we adore — Durham we delight in — Long live Grey, Brougham, 
and their Colleagues, the Champions of Reform — A Day of Liberty 
is worth an Eternity of Bondage — Success to the Town and Trade 
o£ Darlington — No Com Laws— No Tithes — Hie righteous Man 
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falleth seven times and riseth again — ^Let the King put away the 
wicked from before him and his Throne shall be established in 
Righteousness — £np;land must be free as the Thoughts of Man — 
United we stand, divided we &11 — Grey and Brougham — Victory 
follows the Brave — The glorious Triumph of Grey and Brougham 
— England expects every Man to do his Duty. The whole passed 
over with the greatest order. 

18S2 (JwM 11^.«— About 5 o'clock in the afternoon, as Nicholas 
Fairies, es^., of South Shields, a magistrate for the county of Dur- 
ham, was riding to Jarrow colliery, he was accosted by two pitmen, 
under the pretence of asking charity, when one of them took hold 
of his hand, and the other seized him and dragged him from his 
horse ; one of the men then gave him a violent blow on the head 
with a brick, when thev fell upon him, and after kicking and beatp 
ing him most unmercifully, \m him on the road in an almost life- 
less state. The transaction having been observed from a house at 
a short distance, assistance was immediately sent to him. From 
the dreadful nature of the wounds which Mr. Fairies received on 
his skull, he lingered until June the 21st, when he expired. One 
of the villains was apprehended, but the other escaped. His ma- 
jesty's government offered a reward of three hundred pounds, and 
the vestry of St. Hilda, one hundred pounds, for the better appre- 
hending and bringing to justice the persons concerned in this 
diaboliod transaction. A coroner's inquest was held on the body, 
at Mr. Oyston's inn, South Shields, and after a patient examination 
of Dr. Winterbottom, Mr. W. K. Eddowes, and Mr. James Ed- 
dowes, surgeons, and Dr. Brown, of Sunderland, and of several per- 
sons, some of whom witnessed the furious and diabolical assault, and 
who detailed the appalling circumstances with great minuteness, the 
jury returned a verdict of wilful murder against William Jobling 
and Ralph Armstrong, ^the former of whom was in custody) 
It having been announced by a mourning placard that the funeral 
of the deceased would take place on Wednesday the 27th, several 
gentlemen, holding high official situations in the town and neigh- 
bourhood, expressed uieir wish to take a part in the procession. 
On the mommg, the flag on the church steeple, and those of the 
several ships in the harbour, were hoisted half-staff high, and most 
of the shops in the town were dosed. At ten o'clock, the mayor 
of Newcastle (Archibald Reed, esq.), accompanied by Mr. Surtees, 
the sheriff, and Mr. Alderman Sorsbie, arrived at the town-hall, 
and soon after, the chairman of the quarter sessions, for Durham ; 
the rev. Mr. Baker, rector of Whitburn ; the rev. Mr. Collinson, 
rector of Gateshead ; and the rev. Mr. Hollingsworth, rector of 
Boldon ; Bryan Abbs, and William Loraine, esqrs^ magistrates ; 
James Edgcome, esq., collector of the customs at Newcastle, and 
several other gentlemen of the ne^hbourhood, together with the 
churchwardens, vestrymen, and respectable householders, joined the 
family of the deceased in following bis remains to the grave. The 
pall was borne by the rev. Robt. Green, of Newcastle, lieut. col. Cras- 
ter, Cuthbert loung, Jeremiah Archer, Christopher Bainbridge, 
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John Straker, Henry Major, and John Hedley» esqrs. The funeral 
aenrice was performed in a Tory unpresnTe manner by the rev. John 
Carry and sereral members of the cnoral society assisted. The cof- 
fin was made out of a tree cut down for the purpose, which had 
been planted when Mr. Fairies came of age. It bore the follow- 
ing unostentatious inscription, *« Nicholas Fairies, died 21 June, 
1882, aged 71 years." 

1832 (June 15^.— Between six and seven o'clock on the morning, 
an awful calamity occurred at Philadelphia, Newbottle colliery, by 
the explosion of a steam engine boiler on Lord Durham's rail-roed, 
whereby five individuals were killed and thirteen dreadfully bruised, 
three of whom have since died, the others remain in a very pre* 
carious state. — The workmen were in the act of repairing the 
boUer at the time of the explosion, which, together with laive 
pieces of metal pipes, &C., were thrown to a great distance, l^e 
machine house was blown down and rent to the foundation, and 
stones, bricks, &c., scattered in all directions ; the dwelling house 
acjjoining the machine was also blown down upon the family of 
Robart Sheldon, when four of them, three of his children, and his 
fiither, Joseph Sheldon, again 87 years, were killed ; his wife had 
her arm broke while endeavouring to rescue her infant, and a little 
eirl who is much bruised. A little boy and his grandmother were 
m the house, but escaped unhurt. 

June 16« — Another meeting of the pitmen of the Tyne and 
Wear, took place on Boldon Fell. There was a falling off in num- 
ber, but various flags and banners were displayed. At eleven 
o'clock, the delegates who intended to address the meetii^, assem- 
bled in a cart round which the multitude gathered. At this meet- 
ing it was determined that the men unemployed should remain so 
for ten Weeks, and then if no agreement could be come to, a gene- 
ral strike would be a matter for their consideration. 

June 19. — The foundation stone of a new Independent Chapel 
was laid in Dundas-street, Monkwearmouth. 

June 20.-»A meeting of the friends of reform was held at Dur- 
ham, when a series of resolutions were moved by William Harland, 
esq., and seconded by John Fawcett, esq., to support Sir Hedworth 
Williamson, hart, and Hedworth Lambton, esq., for the northern 
division of the county of Durham, which were unanimously adopt- 
ed. Robert Henry Allan, esq., moved a resolution of thanks to 
Mr. Russell, for his sacrifices in favour of reform, which was car- 
ried amidst great applause, and the thanks of the meeting having 
also been voted to the chairman (Dr. Fenwick), it was dissolved. 

July 2. — In the evening, the opening of the new building o£ the 
Alnwick Scientific and Mechanical Institution, was celebrated by 
apublic supper in the Town-hall, John Lambert, esq., in the chair. 
The members walked in procession from the Star Inn, preceded by 
the Northumberland band of music and several flags. Mr. Lam- 
bert delivered an introductory address on the advantage of science, 
to the members and other auditors, in the lecture room belonging 
to the institution. The thanks of the meeting were voted to Mr. 



A. D. 1833.] XEUARKABLE EVENTS. 307 

M. Smith, teconded bj' Thomas Dodds, eiq., afiet which they 
walked in procestion to ■up^r, when between seventy and eighty 
of the membere and their mends sat down. Mr. Lanobert had pre- 
sented to the ingdtutkn the site for the building. See pp. 180 
and 308. 

1838 fjufy ij There was a public dinner at Sedgefield, in the 

county of Durham, in celebration of the passing of the refonn bill, 
when nearly 100 persona partook of roast beef and plum-pudding. 
Bands of music paraded the town with banners, and the greateat 
order prevailed, fire works were played off in the evening. 

Jnfy 4. — The roval assent was given by commission to the Dur- 
ham University bill. 

Jvljf 7 — The Newcastle Courant newspaper having been sold by 
Mr. Charles Henry Cook, to " John filackwell and Co." their first 
paper >■ No 8215," was dated aa i^iove. This journal has been pub- 
lished one hundred and twen^-one years, and has onl v had during 
that time the following proprietors, viz : — Mr. John White, after- 
wards joined in partnership by Mr. Thomas Saint, who on Mr. 
White's death in 1769, became sole proprietor. After tiie death of 
Mr. Saint in 17B8, it passed to Messrs. Hall and Elliott, and by the 
executors of Mr. Hdl, was in the year 1796, sold to Mr. Edward 
Walker, by whose death in 1831, it became the property of Mr. 
Cook. Two of the above (Mr. White and Mr. Walker^, had the 
proprietorship for a period of ninety-three years. Besides being 
the first newspaper published north of the Trent, it has another pe- 
culiar feature, being the first paper in the kingdom which was 
printed on a Stanhope press, and that press on improved principtei, 
was made in Newcastle. It was afterwards printed with a machine. 
See tot. i. pp. 133, 367 ; vol. it. pp. 303, 340. 



Hiis cut shews a portion of the walk of Hartlepool. 
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ADDENDA, 

Containing many curious articles which I obtained too late for 
insertion in the chronological order o£ the work, together widi ad- 
ditions to, and corrections of, paragraphs previously printed. Those 
within commas, and having the initials I. C, at theendi are copied 
from the MS^ notes of me late Isaac Cookson, esq^ (who died 
on the ISth of December, 1831, m his 87th year), prefixed to 
that gentleman's copy of the first edition of the Local Records, 
in one volume, published in 1824, and which was kindly handed to 
me by his son, the late Christopher Cookson, esq. 



1298 fDee^ 12^— Edward King of England, then at Durham, 
forgave to the Prior and Convent of Durham, the sum of £1,012. 
9«. IIM. their arrears of subsidies. 

13^. — ^There is a letter in the British Museum (Faustina A. 6. 
47.) fivm the Prior of Durham to the Bishop, (then absent), giving 
an account of the battle of Neville's Cross. The battle began at 
three o' clock p. m. See vol t. page 45. 

1463 fjan. 24^. — The prior of Durham, granted hi^ Licence to 
John Etrick, and Thomas Jonson, of Gretham, to go to the Holy 
Land upon a pilgrimage against the Turks, having previously be- 
fore the shrine of St. Cuthbert, branded them upon the right side 
of their paked breasts with a hot iron shaped like a cross. 

In the same year, a similar licence was granted to Thomas Man, 
of Bishop Auckland. 

1474 (Juijf II J, — John Raynoldson, of Cocken, and John Fery, 
of the same place did penance in Durham Cathedral, for violating 
the Liberties of St. Cuthbert. Each walked bare headed covered 
with a linen sheet, and carrying in his hand a liffhted candle of the 
weight of hM a pound. John Robynson, of the same place, per- 
formed a similar penance in Finchafe Abbey. In the same year 
Lionel Claxton, gentleman, did penance in the chi^l of Bearpark, 
fbr a like reason. 

1493, — ^The prior of Durham, granted his licence to John Man, 
a Yorkshireman, to lead the life ckT a Hermit. 

1499 f April UJ. — A similar licence to John EUys, of the 
parish of Brancepath, John Blenkinsop, parish of Chester-le-Street, 
and Wm. Brown, parish of Morpeth. 

1508 f March 6).— The Prior of Durham, gave letters testimonial 
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to Robert Lomle^, a hermit, and Cuthbert BilUnghanii gent., when 
Betting out to risit the Holy Land. 

1597 (Sept \2) John Bedforth, pettycanon of Durham 

Cathedral, made his will, and the day after added to it the follow- 
ing nuncupative codicil when walking in one of the streets. ^ He 
wuled and bequeathed to the parish Church of St. Mary, in the 
South Daily, his best surplice, having sleeves, and being worth as 
he said 20^., before Robert Thompson, and Mr. Cuthbert Nicholl, 
and divers others. Mrs. Prentesse, Bartie Young, allot Dnuiken 
Bartie, and others heard when he thus spoke and willed." 

1631 (August). — Two men named John Walker and Mark Sharp, 
were tned at Durham assizes before judge Davenport, for the 
murder of Anne Walker, convicted, and afterwards executed. This 
Walker was a yeoman of good estate, and a widower, who lived at 
Lumley, near unto Chester-le-Street, and the deceased was a young 
woman who was his kinswoman, and kept his house, she was sup* 
posed to be with child, but would not disclose by whom. She was 
removed to her aunts in the same town, called Dame Caire, and 
afler she had been there some time, Sharp, a collier fVom Lanca* 
shire, being a sworn brother of the said Walker's, came to Lumley 
one night, and they two that night called her forth from her aunt s 
house and she was not heard of after for some time. Now comes 
the marvellous part of the stoiy. About fourteen days after the 
murder, there appeared to one Graham or Graime, a fuller, at his 
mill, six miles from Lumley, the likeness of a woman with five 
wounds in her head, who declared herself to be the spirit of Anne 
Walker, and mentioned, that Walker and Sharp had murdered her 
in a place which she named. In consequence of the repeated 
visits, injunctions, and threats of this apparition, Graime related 
the whole matter to a justice of the peace, search was made, and 
the body found in a co^d pit with five wounds in the head, together 
with a pick and bloody shoes and stockings belonging to Sharp. 
The prisoners were apprehended, but found bail to appear at the 
next assizes ; they then came to their trial and were both found 
guilty and executed as above stated. 

1687 (Aug. 29 J At 5 o'clock in the afternoon the Tower of 

the Church of St. Mary-le*Bow in Durham, beneath the arch or 
bow of which the public way passed, and from which circumstance 
it took its name, fell to the ground. The Church was not repaired 
till lonff after the Restoration. See vol. i.page 89. 

1644 fJan. SJ. — Francis Walker, of Barnardcastle, gent, was 
tried at the sessions at Durham, for saving << the parliament are 
rogues, rebells and traitors— God confound them and the devil 
confound them ; and he wished the parliament house were blown 
upp with gunpowder as it should have been once, and he hoped to 
see them all hanged one against another within a short time — that 
the parliament sought to be kings themselves, and that they would 
have him (the king) to be worse than eitlier you or I, and that he 
(the king) could not say die horse he rode on was his own," 
1668 fJufyJ. — At the assizes at Durham, Alice Armstrong, 

VOL. II. S B 
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wife of Christopher Armstrone, of Shotton, labourer, was tried for 
bewitching to death an oxe belongbg to Barbara Thompson. .Sen- 
tence not recorded. 

1669. — « It was tried again and with the same verdict — and a 
third time, the jury from Buckinghamshire, verdict the same and 
a perpetual injunction granted.'* I. C. See voL t. p€ige 114. 

1673 ( Oct. 1^.— John Harrison, a cripple, killed Thomas Smailes, 
a glazier, with his crutch at Seaton Carew. He was hanged at 
Durham the assizes foUowing. See vol. i,page 115. 

1685. — A man named John Omsby stood an hour in the pillory 
at Durham for perjury. 

1693 (Aug. 10 J. — Gilbert Spearman, of Durham, gent., was tried 
at the assizes there, for drinking the following toast ; — ** Here is 
King James his prosperitie ; here is the confusion of King William.** 

1693 fAug. 10 J William Davison, of Fenwick, in North Dur- 
ham, was tried at the Durham assizes, for saying that <* the com- 
mbsioners (appointed by act of parliament for the aid of £1,651,702 
18«., for the war against France), for this county, were all cheats 
and he would prove it — for they had cheated both the king and 
the county — ^he did not care a f — t for all the commissioners. 

1695. — A subscription to repair the parsonage House of St. 
Mary's in the South Bailey set on foot by Heniy Smith, rector. 

1695 (Jan. I4fj. — Durham Sessions Order. ** It is thought fit and 
so resolved by the Justices in open Court that from henceforth 
their wages goe and be employed for and towards the procuring a 
plate or plates to be run for on Durham Moor. And that it be 
recommended to Mr. Mayor of Durham, Chairman at this Sessions, 
to communicate the same to the Bishop of Durham. And that the 
same continue until further resolution of the Majority of Justices 
of Peace of this County. Signed Geo. Morland, Mayor, Rob. 
Eden, Will. Bowes, Lv. Vane, Hen. Liddell, Will. Lambton,* Ja. 
Clavering, Jo. Sidgewick, Rob. Ellison, Rob. Jennison.*' The pro- 
curing of a plate or plates has been for some considerable time dis- 
continued, and instead thereof the Bishop of Durham, allows Ten 
pounds at every Sessions, to procure the Justices a Dinner, unless 
he be in the County, and then he entertains the Justices at the 
Castle (1762.) 

* William Larabton, of Lambton, esq., was returned M. P. for the countj 
of Durham, in the years 1685, 1688, 1688-9, 1689-90, 1695, 1700-1, 1701 
and 1710, and was one of the most independent members of the House of 
Commons. He was designated under the popular title of ** Old True Blue,'" 
and the following anecdote in illustration of his rusty independence must not 
be omitted : — Once on the meeting of a new parliament, the door-keeper 
seeing him dressed in a plain grey home spun coat, made of the wool of his own 
sheep, and thick shoes, would not admit him &rther than the lobby, where he 
sat quietly enough until a friend in a finer coat came up, who remonstrated 
with the door-keeper on his shutting out one of the most honourable and 
respectable members of the House of Commons. The door-keeper changed 
his tone, and hoped his honour would give him something as a remembrance. 
Up started Will, more vexed at the fe]low*s servility than at his former 
rudeness, and gave him a hearty box on the ear, saying, *< there*8 a God-s- 
penny fi>r thee ; I think thou'lt ken auld Will Lambton again.* ' 
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1709 (Aug. 2 J. — Richard Simpson of Barnardcastle, currier, 
was tried at the Durham assizes for breaking into tlie dwelling- 
house of Michael Pudsey, merchant there, and stealing a silver 
tankard, two pair of silver cock spurs, a silver chain, two silver 
seals, 19 yards of silver lace, &c &c. Pleaded his clergy and 
burnt in the hand. 

1710. — About this year Bensham colliery exploded, by which 
lamentable catastrophe, between 70 and 80 human beings lost their 
lives. At this colliery the first attempt was made to work the low 
main seam of coal in the neighbourhood of Newcastle. 

1711 (Aug. lS,j. — Thomas Wilson, John Brady, Andrew Miller, 
Andrew Langland, and Robert Evans, were tried at the Durham 
assizes, for having, in the night of the 19th of the preceding De- 
cember, broken into the house of William Storey, a miller at 
Hedley, and stolen therefrom ten guineas in gold, £59. 5s. in money, 
&c They were found guilty and executed. 

1715 (Aug. 17 J. — Henrv James, of Ingleton, yeoman, was tried 
at ^e Durham assizes, for having, at Ingleton, on the first of Au- 

fust, said : — *< The king is neither protestant nor churchman, and 
will prove it, and he never did good since he came into England, 
and I hope in a short time to be quit of him." He was found 
guilty and sentenced to stand in the pillory at Wolsingham for one 
hour in open market ; to be imprisoned for one year, and to be 
fined 100 marks. 

1726 (Aug. SJ. — Stephen Browne, Arthur Hewetson, David 
Steel, Ann Bone, and Jane Browne, were tried at the Durham 
assizes, for having, on the 13th of June preceding, robbed John 
Marshall of 32 gumeas, on the king's highway in the parish of Jar- 
row. They were found guilty and executed. 

llSdfJDecemberJ. — From the middle of this month to May the 
11th, 1740, there was no rain at Newcastle, not more than some 
small showers, about two or three hours together. On the latter 
day it began to rain about eight o'clock at night, and continued till 
the 12th at the same hour at night. 

1741. — About this year the first chain bridge, constructed in 
this country, is believed to have been that over the river Tees, 
called Winch bridge, formFhg a communication between the coun- 
ties of Durham and Yorkshire. This bridge is suspended on iron 
chains stretched from rock to rock, over a chasm nearly sixty feet 
deep, for the passage of travellers ; it is seventy feet in length, and 
little more than two feet broad, with a hand-rail on one side, and 
planked in such a manner, that the traveller experiences all the 
tremulous motion of the chain, and sees himself suspended over a 
roaring gulpli on an agitated and restless gangway, to which few 
strangers dare trust themselves. About three miles from this 
bridge is the sublime cataract, called the High Force, which, dart- 
ing Its waters over a huge rock of black marble, upwards of 80 
feet in height, precipitates itselfinto several caverns excavated in the 
solid rock by the force and boiling of the waters at the bottom of the 
fidl. The clouds of spray arismg firom the descending waters, 
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i^ume when enlivened by the beams of the fun, all the variegated 
colours of the rainbow, and the noise of the fail may be heard 
many miles round the country. The Cauldron Snout, another ca- 
taract, about four miles above the last mentioned fall, is also well 
worth visiting. 

1742 (Jan. 28^.— *< This happened at night, the fire from South 
Shields and higher up the river, wore so much the ^pearanoe of 
the rising sun, that it took its name from that. The roof of Cook* 
son's plate glass (house) at South Shields, was set fire to the same 
moment.'* I. C. See voL u page 166. 

1743 ( September ). — There was at this time in Newcastle one of 
the largest men that had ever been seen in England. He was 
eight feet two inches in height and weighed 35 stones. He was 
shewn to gentlemen at one shilling each, to other persons at six- 
pence each. 

1744 (Fth 24^. — A proclamation to put the laws in execution 
ittainst papists and non-jurors was given out at St. James's, London, 
iniich proclamation was put into execution at Newcastle, at the 
request of the mayor, recorder, &c. <* I was desired," says Mr. 
Benjamin Bradley, farrier, &c., of Newcastle, in his memorandum 
boox, << to value the non-jurors and papists horses, for both the 
town people and a part of the country, which were brought into 
the Moothall in the Castlegarth." << N B. — I condemned none." 

1744 (July 21). — The keelmen of the river Tyne, refused to 
work, and would let no keel pass down the river in consequence of 
the fitters loading the keels with ten chaldrons of coals, instead of 
eight, which was the statute measure. They were in such a state 
of insubordination, that the riot act was read by order< of Ralph 
Sowerby, esq., mayor, of Newcastle, and four companies of soldiers 
were sent to Sandgate, to keep the peace. During this affiray, 
Walter Blackett, esq., M. P., and alderman of Newcastle, (after- 
wards Sir Walter Blackett, bart), received a cut on the head by a 
keelman. Matters in dispute were at length acQusted, and the 
keelmen resumed their labours. 

1745 (SepL 16 J, — A list of the catholics and nonjurors, in Pil- 

Sim-street ward, Newcastle :—^ohn Wilthew, caUiolic; Neell 
ixon, disaffected ; Peter Brayson, a stranger ; Georffe Hare, ca- 
tholic : Mr. Jackson, not own his religion ; Ellwick Hall, catholic ; 
Matt. Smith, catholic ; Jacob Johnson, nonjuror ; Jon. Lyle, catho- 
lic ; Donkin Stewart, nonjuror ; Jon. Bailiff, nonjuror. 

1746. — Joseph Swallow, of Durham, jeweller, was tried at the 
assizes there, for drinking King James's health. 

1748 (Feb* 6 J, — Peace with Spain was proclaimed at Newcastle 
with the usual formalities. 

1748 or 9. — Dr. Cowper, Dean of Durham, pulled down an old 
part of the Deanery at Durham, next the garden facmg the south, 
and rebuilt the same in a handsome manner. He also altered and 
improved some of the apartments behind the great room. In the 
beginninig of the year 1752, he put two handsome sothic windows 
into the old octangular kitchen on the south side facmg the college* 
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1750 (Sept. 2^.p— A new organ was opened in St John's church 
in Newcastle, and a charity sermon was preached by Dr. Thomas 
Sharp, archdeacon of Northumberland. 

November 6. The organ of St. Nicholas* church, in Newcastle, 
after having had a swell and other additions, was opened. See 1676, 
voLi^page 116. 

1752. — At the latter end of this year, Bishop Butler, began to 
make great alterations in and about the castle at Durham. He 
pulled down the old tapestry hangings in the dining room behind 
the gallery, and stuccoed the walls with ornaments below the cor* 
nice, and added some large foliages on the joining of the compart* 
ments of the roof. He enlarged and made new the windows look* 
ing northwards on to the grass walk out of that dining room, in the 
Gothic taste, and made a handsome Gothic chimney-piece of stone- 
He took down a considerable part of the outside wall of the castle 
facing the north, which overhuns the perpendicular line several 
inches, and in the place of the wsul so thinned, he built it up with 
square stones well crampt with iron. This was on the right hand 
going out of the castle at the north door. He also new floored the 
great west dining room above stairs, and new stuccoed the senior 
judges' apartments, and also new floored the junior judges' apart- 
ments, and made new fire places in them. He also pdled down 
the eastern wall of the bowling green at Auckland, and made a 
new wall at a less expense than it cost to pull the old one down, 
which was very hard and thick. He made great improvements in 
Auckland park by levelling and planting, and destroying all the 
rabbits in it, and had designed to add about 130 acres of land as 
an addition to that park, and had actually begun to pale a part of 
the new inclosure. These improvements were carried on by his 
successor Dr. Rich. Trevor, who pulled down the south wall in the 
garden at Auckland, in 1754, ana finished the outside wall of tlie 
castle at Durham on the left hand going out of the castle on to the 
terrace walk ; and in 1756, to the right hand of the north door 
placed in the wall the coat of arms of the bishoprick, impaled with 
those of Butler, three cups upon a bend cotized. He expended in 
about the space of four years at Auckland, in and about the cas« 
tie there and park, £8,000., including the purchase of a house on 
the south side of the street (now the gate way), near the entrance 
to the castle. 

1752. — In the mayoralty of Mr. Joseph Gray, watchmaker, the 
roof of the council chamber of the toll booth, in Durham, was raised 
nearly three feet, and ornamented in stucco, the wainscot painted 
and a new sashed window put in, with a new fire place ; and the 
pictures of King William the third and Bishop Crewe, were 
cleaned, all at the cost of George Bowes, esq., of Gibside, M. P.^ 
for the county, and alderman. Sum expended £72. 9«. 

1753 (June 25 J. — << As an inducement to erant him the freedom 
of the town of which he was most anxious, he had bound himself 

iU} serve for his freedom), to a blacksmith, which was too much of a 
arce to be allowed." I. C. See vol. i. page 206. 
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1753 (Jufy Zl) ^Died, at his seat at Blackwell-Orange» near 
Darlington, George Allan, esq., a gentleman universaUy respected. 
On the 5th of August following, his remains were deposited in 
the family vault in Darlington church ; the pall being supported 
by the duke of Cleveland Lord Darlington, the hon. Tnomas 
Vane, Capt. Milbanke, Mr. Carr, Mr. Bendlowes, Mr. Bland, and 
Mr. Whitley. 

1754 (S^ 25;_The great bell of St, Nicholas* church, in 
Newcastle, was sent to London, to be recast. The old bell was 
taken in exchange at l(kf. per pound, which amounted to £153. 
The new bell of 3& cwt. was charged \i. \dL per pound, amount- 
ing to £218. 8#. making the difference in exchange £65. 8«. The 
new bell was rung for Uie first time on the 1st of January, 1755. 
iS;w4pri/llA, 1754, andApnlihe 10^ 1755, vol, L pp. 208 and 
210. 

1756 fjitn. 30 J* — ^A labouring man in ditching and scouring a 
hedge belongmg to Mr. George Smith, of Bumhall, found upon 
Elvet moor, 170 pieces of silver coin included in a pot or small urn, 
of Edward III. of England, and Robert II. and David, kings 
of Scotland. He carried them to a silversmith in Durham, where 
they were claimed and had by the dean and chapter as treasure 
trove, found within their manor of Elvet. Upon a division of this 
money, the dean had ten pieces allotted to him, and each of the 
prebendaries five, and others of the pieces were deposited in the 
library, and such of them whose inscriptions and figures were ef- 
fiu:ed, were sold. The value of the whole was between four and 
five pounds. It is very probable that this money had been depo- 
sited in this place at or about the time of the battle of Neville's 
cross, which was fought not far from it in 1346. The urn and a 
fisw of the coins are still preserved in the library. Sie vol. i.p. 213. 

1761. — Peter Patterson, it appears, was not a Hexham rioter. 
He was a tenant in Ogle barony, and was compelled by the 
rioters to join them as they were on their road from Hexham to 
Morpeth. He was unwillingly pressed into the service* At his 
execution the rope broke, and he exclaimed more than once ** /n- 
fwcent blood U hard to spill." See voL u page 234. 

1762. — Since printing the paragraph at the end of this year, (see 
vol. t., page 239y, respecting Rowland Wetherald, a volume has fid- 
len into my hands, entitled << The Perpetual Calculator^ or Tim^s 
Universal Standard^ Sfc., by R. Wetherald, Philomath, Newcastle 
upon Tyne, Printed by I. Thompson and Company, 1760," wherein 
is the following << Advertisement. Arithmetic vulgar and deci- 
mal, logrithmetical, and algebraical ; also merchants* accounts, ac- 
cording to the true Italian method ; mensuration of superficies and 
solids; gauging; geometry; trigonometry; plain and spherical 
dialling ; land surveying ; geography ; navigation ; astronomy ; co- 
nic sections ; the doctrine of fluxions ; architecture ; fortification ; 
gunnery ; optics and perspectives, in all their parts, according to 
the latest improvements, are carefully taught by the author, at his 
house in Great Salkeld, near Penrith, Cumberland ; Where board- 
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ing may be bad on easy terms." This is evidently the gentleman, 
who a year or two afier the publication of the above very curious 
work, settled at Sunderland, and was the first who carried on the 
printing business there. 

1763^ — Marearet Middleton, alias Coulson, was executed at Dur- 
ham. She had been employed by a township in Durham, to take 
a pauper child, called Lucy Elliott alias Curry, to NorthaUerton, 
its place of settlement. She received the wages of her journey 
beforehand, and carried the child only as far as the river Browney^ 
not two miles from Durham, where she drowned it on the 24th June- 
She was hanged on Monday the Ist of August, and dissected by 
Mr. Richard Hopper, surgeon. The inquest on the body of th^ 
child was held at rarewell-hall, on the day of the murder, before 
Mr. John Robson, coroner. See vol. t. page 242. 

1764. — At the assizes at Durham, James Oliphant, of Gateshead, 
apothecary, Mary Oliphant his wife, and Mary Shittleton, their 
servant, were tried for the wilful murder of Dinah Armstrong, by 
strangling her in their cellar with a rope, and throwing her out of 
the cellar window into the river Tyne. Not guilty. The *^ Case 
of Mr. James Oliphant, surgeon, of Gateshead, respecting a prose- 
cution which he, his wife, and servant, underwent in 1764, for the 
supposed murder of their maid servant," was published in Newcastle 
in the year 1768. 

1766 (Aug, 2 J* — << Jean Grey had been detected uttering a for- 
ged NewcasUe bank note, value five pounds. Upon her examina- 
tion she accused one Jameson, an engraver, with whom she 
cohabited, as the person she got it from, and that she had seen 
him engrave and fill up notes, of which she made oath of the 
truth, and signed her examination before a magistrate. Jameson 
escaped, but was taken at Glasgow, and tried the ensuing assize. 
Grey could not think of hangmg her lover. Well knowing the 
punishments that awaited her, she boldly denied what she had 
made oath of, upon which the judge ordered an indictment to be 
drawn for perjury, with intent to take away the life of a man who 
had been tried and found innocent. She was tried in an hour, 
found guilty, sentenced to be pilloried and transported seven 
years. She lived in the High-bridge, and was famous for making 
excellent mutton pies, to which place she returned at the expira- 
tion of her time, resumed her pie making, for which she had a 
greater demand than before." I. C. See vol. t., pp. 255 and 258. 

1767 fAugtutJ. — James Rippon and John Rippon, of Wolveston, 
shoemakers, were tried at the assizes at Durham, for the murder 
of George Hull. Tliey were found guilty, and burnt in the hand 

August Ann Wilson, of Harraton, was tried at the assizes at 
Durham, for knocking out her husband Thomas Wilson's brains, 
with an axe. Foundguilty, but insane. 

1768 (May). — <* l^e sailors did much mischief at Sunderland, 
apd at North and South Shields." I. C. See vol. i. page 265. 

1770 (Aug. 6 J. — There was no order in Hazlitt's sentence that 
he should be hung in chains. . See vol. upage 274. 



376 HISTORICAL RKOISTER OF [ADDSKUA. 

1774 (May 16;.— <« The duke of Northumberland and fkmOj, 
flubecribed most liberally to the building, about £1,200. Others 
of the ndbilitv in the county, and eentlemen, yery handsomely. 
The duke of Richmond, who received £16,000 per annum on coab^ 
when applied to, gave for answer, < he never came to Newcas- 
tle.' " I. C. Set vol. t. poffe 299. 

1775 (March 14^. — As a farmer at Morton-banks, near Bingley, 
was making a drain, he found a copper chest 20 inches below the 
surface of the ground, containing near 100 weight of Roman silver 
coins, coined at fifteen different periods from the time of Julius 
Csesar downwards. There was also in the chest a silver image 
about six inches long. 

1776 fJufy 5J^ — " The (looking) ^lass was shivered into pieces 
of the size of No. S shot, rents were m the front of the house two 
inches wide." I. C. See vol. i.page 306. 

Jtdy. Mr. Knipe preached on Holy Island, from Exod. iii. 5, 
** Put off thy shoes from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou 
standest is holy ground," 

1779 (SepL 23^. — Paul Jones appeared on the coast of North- 
umberland, after having made a regular progress round Scotland. 
He had become so notorious, that his appearance on this coast, 
where he lii^red a whole day and captured a sloop, caused a ereat 
consternation. It happened a few days before, that the duke of 
Northumberland's audit had been held at the castle, and the whole 
of the rents, mostly paid in gold, were deposited there, these would 
have afforded a gnmd prize for the pirate, had he been aware of the 
circumstance. The bailiff at the castle was most firmly persuaded 
that Paul knew of the audit, and had come expressly for the pur- 
pose of carrying off the cash, as he had done at Lord Selkirk s in 
^Scotland, a short time before. Under this impression, he prevailed 
on the commander of the Huntingdonshire militia to garrison the 
castle, and prepare some of the cannon for its defence during the 
night. Accordingly the gates were barricadoed and every prepa- 
ration made for repelling an assault, but, however, the castle was 
left unmolested, as Paul had proceeded on his voyage, and on the 
above day, meeting with the Baltic fleet near Flamborough head, 
on the coast of Yorkshire, convoyed by the Serapis frigate of 44 
guns, commanded by Captain Pearson, and the Countess of Scarbo- 
rough, armed ship of ^ guns, commanded by Captain Thomas 
Piercy, a very severe action took place, in which Jones was victorious, 
and the Serapis and Countess ik Scarborough were taken, but the 
convoy escaped. The result was one of the most memorable naval 
actions upon record in the annals of the navy, both sides shewing 
the most resolute and desperate courage, until the English, .over- 
powered by numbers, were obliged to surrender. Jones command- 
ed an American ship of war called the Bon Homme Richard, of 
40 guns, and 875 men ; a frigate called the Alliance, of 40 guns, and 
300 men ; the Pallas, another frigate, (French) of 30 guns, and 27S 
men ; and the Vengeance, an armed briff o^ 12 guns, and 70 men. 
Mr. Parker, of Newcastle, has pamted and lithograf^ied a portrait ef 
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old Taylor, of CullercoatSy who lost his arm and an eye in the en« 
gagefenent with Paul Jones. 

1779 (Nov. IbJ. — ^ He had an enormous appetite, eat all 
kinds of garbage, he could put up even with the most incredibly 
disgusting articles." I. C. See vol. i.page 817. 

1781 (May \). << Proprietor Dr. Hall; Mr. Gibson and Mr. 
Abbs, surgeons ; — . Craneson, a performer at the theatre, archi* 
tecL" I. C. See voL upage 320. An original view of the baths 
engraved Inr Mr. Beilby, from a drawing by Craneson, may be had 
of John Sykes. 

1786 (Sept, 19^. — ^ He was eating nuts, oonseouently required 
the use of both hands. The border on which he fell had been lately 
<ligg^» into which he sunk above his knees, from which shock his 
bowels were totally displaced." I. C. See vol, upage 340. 

1789 (Nov, 16^. — " The pews, &c &c., of mahogany, were ori- 
ginally intended to have been wainscot Mrs. Baker, and her sis- 
ter, Mrs. Atlee, who were then living in the parish, made up the 
difference of the cost.'' I. C. See vol^ upage 353. 

1791 (Aug. IS J. — ** Believed from too large a Quantity of lamp 
black in an upper loft, which heated and ignited." i. C. See voL L 
pageS5d. 

1791 (September J, — << A furnace for the purpose of making shot 
red hot to fire at an enemy's ship." 1. C. See vol. i. page 359. 

1795. — Died, in Sandgate, Newcastle, Thomas Squire, an eccen- 
tric character. He was a native of Aberdeen, and was apprenticed 
to a stocking weaver, during which period of his life he was dis- 
tinguished for piety, sobriety, and industry. When a journeyman, 
he married << a bonny lassie," whom he doted upon, but she turn- 
ing a disgusting drunkard, he wandered the remainder of his days 
like a wretched outcast from society — suspecting all men and hatinc 
all women. Afler travelling through various parts of Scotland and 
England, he came to Newcastle, for which place he retained a 
strong partiality. He subsisted by making spits, toasting-forks, 
Ac, which he sometimes sold wholesale to the hawkers of petty 
wares, and which he sometimes retailed himself in the neighbouring 
villages. While in A3rr8hire, several circumstances had combined to 
renew his youthful predilection for reading and abstruse inquiries. 
Thomas Squire, who was self taught, possessed considerable know^- 
ledge of the classics, and understood the mathematics weD, but his 
attention was mostly directed to subjects of metaphysics and of po^- 
litical economy. He was of very retired habits, and lived in a gar^^ 
ret room at the foot of a lane nearly opposite to the sign of Jacob's 
Well, in Sandgate. His furniture consisted of a very large oakeh 
chest, which contained his books, a stool, a few porringers, an iron 
pot ; and a sack full of straw with a blanket, formed his bed. The 
walls were covered with mathematical figures, which, with a few 
optical glasses, constituted the embellishments of his apartment. 
No woman was ever permitted to enter his door. Here would this 
solitary being sit for weeks together, studying some favourite au- 
thor, indulging reveries, and projecting schemes for bettering the 

VOL. II. 8 c 
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political condition of man. He had formed an Utopian republic 
with which he was highly pleased. Necessity compelled Squire 
one day to visit Newburn, with his wares, where, on entering a 
public house, a party of drunken keelmen threw him against the 
fire, because he refused to drink, " demmation to the French.** The 
exertions of the landlady saved him from receiving much harm, 
but this circumstance produced a powerful effect upon his mind. 
Ailer this, he seldom went abroad, except to purchase provisions, 
and materials for his work. The outcry at that time (1794) raised 
against democrats, and the suspension of the habeas corpus^ in- 
creased his alarms, apd he persuaded himself that he had become 
an object of suspicion to the police ; under this impression he sent 
for a friend, and communicated in confidence that he had removed 
a brick from the chimney and made a snug place for concealing his 
MSS., which he was sure would escape the search of the police 
should they visit hin^ '^^^ friend having occasion to leave New- 
castle, learnt on his return two years after Squire's death, that his 
books had been sold to pay his landlord and the funeral expenses. 
.This singular man, who at his death was about 50 years of age, was 
under the middle size, with a strongly marked Scottish physiogno- 
my ; his hair was red and tied in a queue, and he halted in his gait. 
He afforded a striking instance of how little is required to sustain 
life. His food was simple, and according to his own account taken 
in extremely small quai^tities at regular mtervals. He entertained 
a high opinion of the qfdslpijLious qualities of turnips, and believed 
they would prove as wholesome and fattening to man as to animals, 
if regularly eaten. On the. visit of a friend, he pronounced a warm 
panegyric on the excellent adaptation of this root for human food, 
and affirmed that for three months he had eaten nothing else ; a 
bunch of turnips lay on the floor, and he pointed out the various 
and simple modes he had adopted for cooking them ; he had 
also extracted a kind of spirit from turnips which was bottled 
up. At this time he looked very pale, thin, and weakly, and his 
death was attributed to these dangerous experiments. His apart- 
ment, it is thought, is not now known, or the very curious MSS. 
which he concealed in the chimney might perhaps be recovered • 

1796 (July 21 ). — A grand musical ^stival, under the patronage 
of Prince William of Gloucester, cfmmenced at Newcastle, and 
was continued during the three following days. The oratorios 
were performed in St. Nicholas' church on the mornings, and the 
concerts in the Assembly-rooms each evening. The elder Cramer 
was leader of the band; the tickets were £1. 11«. 6d. each, but 
the conductors of this undertaking, it is said, lost 120 guineas, 
besides all their trouble and fatigue. 

1800 (June 14^. — A man named Wilkinson, a mariner of Ljrnn, 
had recourse to begging in Newcastle, and amongst other houses 
came to that of one Moffatt, a person who took care of horses in 
Pilgrim-street, Newcastle, where the usual application was made ; 
the husband was not at home, but Mrs. Moffatt gave him some 
bread and cheese and small beer ; she then presented him with a 
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hatchet, telling him that she in turn had one request to make* 
which was, that having been long plagued with her fingers, he 
would be so kind as to cut them off widi that hatchet, laying both 
hands at the same time upon the table for the purpose. The asto- 
nished mendicant drew back and knew not what to do. She how- 
ever persisted in her demand, he at length was monster enough to 
strike a blow at her hands with the hatchet, by which three fingers 
of one hand and two of the other were cut off, and another much 
injured. The woman was sent to the Infirmary, and the man to 
the house of correction. She was occasionally subject to fits of 
insanity. 

1805 (Sept. \b). — This day (Sunday), at noon, William Cuzen, 
a private'in the royal fU'tillery, aged about 28 years, blew out his 
brains with a horse pistol, near the village of Westoe, South Shields. 
A short time before, he called at a public house in Westoe, and wrote 
a letter, of which the following is a copy : — 



« 



** Mr. Edward Chadwice, ) Burgh Hall, 
«• Mr. Thomas Chadwick, J I^ncashire.'* . 

** Ab hoc memento pencit setemitas !'* 
** Dreadful attempt ! 
** Just reeking fVom self-slaughter, in a rage, 
** To rush into the presence of our judge; 
•• As if we 

" mattered not his wrath ! Unheard-of tortures 
** Must be reserved for such : these herd together, 
*' The common damn*d shun their society, 
'* And look upon themselves as fiends leas foul." 

•• Wm. Cuzen." 
** I onoe had thousands, and was once philosopher enough to brave mis- 
fortunes, but I have been neglected, therefore have i done this. I am 
gone a long journey, but \f possible, will return to torment ingratitude. I 
was ever grateful The world has lost an ornament, a diamond in the 
*• rough." 

The coroner*s inquest returned a verdict of lunacy. Part of the letter is a 
quotation firom Blair's Poem of " The Grave." 

1S07 (June 21 J. — A remarkably large eel, measuring 85 inches 
in lengtn, 7^ inches girth over the shoulder, and weighing four 
TOunds, was taken out of a small well in the village of Morrick, in 
Northumberland. The well did not exceed six feet in depth, and 
scarcely measured three feet in diameter, and had no visible com- 
munication with any river or pond. When first discovered, it was 
sporting on the surlace of the water. 

1808 (April 19 J The people at the Forth, Newcastle, were 

disturbed in the enjo3rment of their annual amusements by afraeae 
of rather a serious nature, between some boys and a party of the 
recruits of the Wiltshire militia. The boys, according to their an- 
nual custom, were amusing themselves with a game at football in 
the interior of the Forth, when the soldiers, no doubt for the sake 
of yvn, interrupted them in their diversion, by running after them 
and tripping up their heels. The boys being reinforced by their 
friends, and encouraged by another party of military, set manfully 
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upon their opponents, and with stones, brick bats, and other missilesy 
kept up such a determined discharge, that they compelled their an- 
tagonists, though superior in numbers, to seek their safety in a 
precipitate retreat. Luckily the scene of action being near the 
Infirmary, the wounded were conveyed thither. Two men receiv- 
ed severe wounds on the head, and many were slightly hurt. 

1810 (April 15J.—'' George At^usta, the 5th earl of Scar- 
borough was the person to relieve Sir Thomas, by calling a meet- 
ing of the baronets in London, to take his case into consideradoa.*' 
L C. See vol. iL page 55. 

1813 (Nov. W)^ — About three o'clock on the morning, afire 
broke out in a wooden tenement, in a garden, in Pandon Dean, 
near Vine-lane, Newcastle, occupied by a person named Brown, 
a house carpenter, as a workshop and dwelling-room. All the 
clothes, tools, furniture, and stock in trade of the sufferer were 
consumed. 

1815 (Nov. 22;.— Died, in the High-bridge, Newcastle, x\fr. 
James Sands, aged 40 years. He had been confined to his room 
above 30 years, in consequence of a paralytic affection. Through 
the strength of his genius, he surmounted every difficulty his pecu- 
liar situation opposed to the acquisition of knowledge, having, 
without instruction, made an extraordinary proficiency in the 
ancient and modem languages, and acquired considerable skill in 
various branches of the sciences. He was the author of the fol- 
lowing novels, which were very favourably received by the public, 
viz : << MonckUm^ or the Fate of Eleanor" 3 vols.; *< Count de 
Novini, or the Confederate Carmusians" 8 vols. ; " The Eventful 
Marriage^ 4 vols. ; and << Dangerous Secrete" 2 vols. He was 
also the author of *< 7%« Oath" a play, which was performed in 
the Newcastle theatre. He likewise contributed a great number 
of ingenious poetical pieces, essays, letters, &c., to different perior 
dical publications. 

1817 (Jan. ^). Died, in Newcastle, Mr. Ralph Beilby, a na^ 
tive of Durham, in the 74th year of his agei He was the son of 
Mr. William Beilby, a respectable jeweller and goldsmith in Dur- 
ham, but being unsuccessful in business, he removed to Newcastle* 
Ralph having learnt to be a silversmith, jeweller, and seal engra- 
ver under dis father, he became the common resource in several 
useful arts and accomplishments. To the engraving of arms and 
letters on seals and silver plat^, he added engraving on copper, as 
there were at that time no engravers in the north of England. 
See the year 1740, vol. t. page 165. Mr Beilby executed heraldic 
en^aviogs with extraordinary fiu^ility, and his plate of ** T^omton'e 
Monument" in Brand's History of Newcastle, shows that he also 
possessed considerable skill in his engraving upon copper. But he 
was most distinguished for his literary and scientific pursuits ; h^ 
also understood the science of music well, and in his youth played 
double bass at the Rev. Dr. Brown's private concerts. He was one 
of the first and warmest promoters of the Literary and Philosophical 
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Society of Newcastle, and was highly esteemed. For a memoir 
of Mr. Thomas Bewick, his apprentice, and afterwards his partner, 
99e jMfft 227. 

1822 (Feb. 28^.— About twelve o'clock at night, while two meo 
and two boys were ascending the engine pit at Burradon ooUi^rya 
and had got a little way from the bottom, melancholy to relate, li^ 
some accident, the rope gave way, which falling upon them, killed 
them alL It appeared in evidence on the coroner's inquest, thai 
the rope was quite a good one, and such as would have worked six 
months, and that the part which broke had only been subject to weai 
about a month, from which it was inferred, that it must have met 
with some accident which had nearly separated it, and had conse- 
quently given way when the individuals got upon it. Verdict, oe* 
ciderUal deaih. 

1822 (Dee. 19^— David George Clayter, a private in the Sd 
regiment of Drago<m Guards, was found dead in a field at Sandhoe, 
near Hexham, having shot himself through the body with a hone 
pistol which was lying near him. The cause and circumstances of 
this shocking act, as developed before the coroner and a respect- 
able jury, were most heart rending, it being clear that the unmrta* 
nate young man (who had been six years in the regiment, and 
was highly and deservedly respected by his officers and comrades) 
fell a victuQ to his ardent attachment to his wife I About a month 
before, he had been married at Gretna Green, to ayoun^ woman named 
Jane Stokoe, servant in a respectable family in Carlisle, (where he 
was quartered), and a daughter of Mr. Ralph Stokoe^ smith and 
publican, at Sandhoe. Tliis match having displeased the parents, 
the mother went to Carlisle, and persuaded the daughter to return 
home with her, under the pretext of paying a visit to her family, 
but in reality under the idea that a marriage at Gretna Green wap 
not binding, and that the connexion might be dissolved if the 
parties were once separated. After the departure of his wife and 
ner mother, the unfortunate husband finding that they had taken 
away every article of his wife's clothing from their lodgings, and 
comparing this circumstance with the previous conversation of the 
mother, the dreadful truth flashed upon bis mind, and, in a state 
of distraction he wrote a most affecting letter to his wife, which 
did not reach her hand, as she had previously been sent away to a 
relation's at Sunderland-bridge, in the county of Durham; but it 
was opened by her family at Sandhoe. Not receiving an answer, 
he obtained a furlough up to the 18th of December, and set out 
on Sunday the 15th for Sandhoe, where he arrived early on the 
following morning. Here, of course, he could not find the object 
of his search, nor obtain ftom her parents any account whither she 
had gone, which they studiously kept from him. This raised his 
mind to a state bordering on phrenzy, and he wandered between 
Sandhoe and Hexham, until the Idth, when he terminated his 
existence as above stated. Tied round his arm were tbund a letter 
to his mother-in-law, dated the 18th, upbraiding her as the cruel 
cause of the act he was about to commit, and two letters dated the 
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17th and iSth, to his wife, incoherently written, but breathing the 
iBftost ardent affection for her, and inclosing in one of them a cheque 
upon the Neath Bank in Glamorganshire, for three hundred pounds, 
with six years' interest, which he bequeathed to her, hopmg that 
she would never want. These two letters were inclosed in a note 
to his wife's brother in Hexham, desiring him to forward them to 
her, as he iDould relj on no one else to do it, and mentioning 
that one of them contained £400. These letters were severally 
read at the coroner's inquest, and their perusal excited a deep sym- 
pathy in the coroner and jury. Verdict, lunacy* 

1828 (Sqfi. 24^.— An elegant silver cup was given to Mr. 
Thomas Forsyth, sergeant at mace, by several of the drapers in 
Newcastle, for his exertions as a police officer in that town. The 
cup bore an appropriate inscription, and was presented by Mr. 
Robert Oliver, oil behalf of the subscribers, in a neat speech, which 
Mr. Forsyth acknowledged in return. The party partook of a 
supper at the house of Mr. Teasdale, sign of the Dun Cow, Quay- 
side, and spent the evening with the greatest conviviality. 

1824 (Ptb.), — Died, at Low Gosibrth, near Newcastle, Mary 
Dees, aged upwards of 100 years. A portrait of this centenarian 
was flketched and also etched by Mr. Parker. 

August 81^-— The lord bishop of Oxford consecrated a new 
chapel of ease which had been erected at Hall Yards, near Mickley, 
in the parish of Ovinghara, Northumberland, at the sole expense 
of J. B. Wrightson, esq. More than one half of the congregatioa 
assembled to witness the solemn ceremony were unable to gain 
admission into the interior of the chapel, which was crowded to 
excess. A most impressive sermon was preached by the Rev. 
James Birkett, jun., A.M., domestic chaplain to the right hon. 
Lord Arden, from 2d Chron. chap. vi. verses 40 and 41. 

November 5iP— Nearly fifty vessels were wrecked on the danger- 
ous rocks near Hawthorn Dene, in the county of Durham, to- 
S^ther with all their^ crews, excepting that belonging to the ship 
ido, which was wrecked betwixt two rocks, about thirty yards 
from the shore, where the late Major George Anderson, of New- 
castle, who witnessed the distressing scene, had collected all his 
servants in order to render every possible assistance to the unfor- 
tunate mariners, who, having lost their mainmast, foremast, and 
rudder, collected themselves upon the bowsprit, and made several 
fruitless attempts to throw a rope to the shore ; fortunately, how- 
ever, the Major had an excellent Newfoundland dog, which by 
encouragement, afler several dangerous attempts, succeeded in 
catching hold of the rope, and brought it through the raging surges 
to the Major and his servants, who held it till all the crew (four- 
teen in number) had escaped from the foaming gulph, which threat- 
ened them with destruction. The crew having been refreshed 
with every necessary comfort at the Major's house, departed after 
gratefully thanking their preservers; and so affected were the 
reelings of the captain's wife, that on the following day she visited 
Hawthorn Hive Cottage, the Major's residence, where she, with 
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Streaming eyes, expressed her gratitude^ and falling upon her 
knees, kissed the dog which had been so essentially instrumental 
in saving her husband and the crew* 

1825 (Jvly)^ — About three o'clock on the morning a fire broke 
out in the Cumberland, a trader between Newcastle and London, 
which was then lying in the river Tyne, off South Shields, with a 
valuable cargo of goods for the latter port. There was about 
£2000 worth of wludebone belonging to one gentleman on board, 
besides lead and other goods. The origin of the fire was unknown, 
but it was conjectured that a quantity of charcoal in the hold 
had ignited. By great exertions the vessel was sot over the river 
to the Dortwich sand, on the north side, but lul attempts to ex- 
tinguish the fiames were unavailing till she was reduced to a sheU, 
and the greater part of the goods was destroyed* 

September 16. — About half-past ten o'clock at night, a person 
having the appearance of a porter, brought a travelling trunk to 
the Turf Hotel coach-office, in Collingwood-street, Newcastlet 
where it was left for the purpose of being forwarded the following 
morning to Edinburgh. The address it bore was " James Syme, 
esq., 6, Forth-street, Edinburgh," but in consequence of its hav- 
ing been deposited in that part of the office where packages were 
placed for the south coach, and no coaches going north on Sunday, 
It was detained till the Monday, when a most nauseous smell was 
felt from a liquid oozing therefrom. When the trunk was opened 
by order of the magistrates, it was found to contain the body of a 
young woman supposed to be about 19 years of age, of fair con^ 
plexion, light eyes, and yellow hair, and without any marks of 
violence. The body, afler a coroner's inquest, was interred. 

1826 (Jan. 15. J — The dead body of a man was discovered in a 
common deal box brought from beyond York, to the Turf Hotel 
coach-office, in Collingwood-street, Newcastle, for Edinburgh. It 
was interred at the Ballast-hills. 

January 26. — Another box from the south was opened at the 
Turf Hotel, coach-office, and the body of a little old woman found 
therein, which also was interred at the Ballast-hiHs. An extensive 
traffic in dead bodies appeared to be carrying on at this time by the 
resurrectionists in the south and the Edinburgh lecturers on 
anatomy. 

Fehrwiry 21. — The death of Mr. Brandling having occasioned 
a vacancy in the representation of Northumberland, the hon. H. 
T. Liddell, of Eslington, and Matthew Bell, esq., of Woolsington^ 
began a very spirited canvas. The polling which commenced at 
Alnwick on the above day, was earned on with ereat determina- 
tion,, until the 7th of March, when Mr. Liddell declined any fur- 
ther contest, and Mr. Bell was chaired. At the close of the poll the 
numbers for each candidate were: — Mr. Bell 1,186, Mr. Liddell 
1,150. Mr. Liddell made his entry into Newcastle on the 8th of 
March, Mr. Bell the day following. The crowds which assembled 
on both occasions were so awfully dense, that many were nearly 
suffocated. One young woman had her thigh bone broken, another 
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lier ribt broken and othenrite drcadfiiUj bnuscd. The mixture 
of carriagesy honest and people^ was terrific in the extreme. 
An active canvas immediately commenced on the perts of Mr. 
Belly Mr. Liddell, Lord Howidc» and Mr. Beamnont, tor Uie gene- 
ral election. 

lS2e{ Jum lS^.-~In consequence of T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P. 
Ibr Northumberland^ Matthew Bell, esq., M. P. (who had succeed- 
ed Mr. Brandling), Lord Howick, and the hon. H. T. Uddell, 
having started as candidates for Northumberland, at the general 
election, a county meeting was ordered by the sheriff to be held 
at Morpeth on the above oaj, to omsider who were proper persons 
to represent the county in parliament. The shew of hands was 
declared by the under-sheriff to be in favour of the hon. H. T. 
Liddell and T. W. Beaumont, esq. June the 80th the pollinsr 
commenced at Alnwick, and was carried on with great spirit untU 
July the 6th, when the hon. H. T. Liddell and Matthew Bell, 
esq., were duly elected. The numbers were, — Mr. Liddell 1,562, 
Mr. Bell 1,380, Mr. Beaumont 1,335, and Lord Howick 976. His 
lordship declined the contest on the Sd of July.* On the 7th 
Mr. Liddell, Mr. Bell, and Mr. Beaumont arrived in Newcastle, 
and addressed the multitudes assembled in ft'ont of their respective 
committee rooms. Mr. Beaumont was afterwards returned for 
Stafford. 

Auguit 27. — Being Sunday, a joiner was placed in the stocks 
in St. Nicholas' church-yard, in Newcastle, nearly two hours, for 
having disturbed the congregation in the church, by exclaiming 
^ B^ far Every* whilst the service was proceeding. He was in 
a state of intoxication at the time. 

\%21fJan, 17 J. — About one o'clock on the morning a fire broke 
out at Tanfield Moor staith, at Dunstan, near Newcastle. By the 
speedy arrival of the engines from the latter place, it was got under 
alter a destruction to the amount of about £500. 

January, — For several days the wind blew a complete hurri- 
cane. A new house in Brandling-place, near Newcastle, was 
entirely levelled with the ground, and the gable end of another 
thrown down. A new house in Gateshead also lost its gable. Nu- 
merous chimneys were thrown down, and the gardens and en- 
closures shewed its ravages. Several keels were sunk in the river 
Tyne ; one with a valuable cargo of crown glass. 

November 3.-— The freeholders of Northumberland and friends 
of Mr. Bell, presented him at the Assembly-rooms, in Newcastle, 
with an el^;ant piece of silver plate, a candelabrum, value £500. 

1828 fl^.J. — The new gaol and house of correction at New- 
castle were finished, and the prisoners, &c., were removed to that 
building. 

March 13. — The Tyne Yeomanry Hussars were finally dis- 
banded, and returned their arms and accoutrements to the stores 
in Gateshead. 

* A duel arooe out of this' severe and spirited contest. See Jnhf Iff, poge^ 
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1628 {March 87).-^Died, aged 72 years, highly respected, Mr. 
Ralpb Dees, who had held the situation of master of St. Nicholas' 
and All Saints' Free-schools in succession for 42 years, and had 
been secretary to the Schoolmasters* Association for above 30 year$. 
He was an unassuming and upright man, an excellent penman, and 
a good teacher. 

Mojf 7.— The Court of Conscience first established in Newcastle 
in the year 1689, and held every three months, was, on the above 
^y, commenced being held monthly. See voL t. page 123. 

AmffUit 9.— An anonymous letter, of which the following is 
A copy, was received by Sir Matthew White Ridley, bart, M. P., 
who gave the money to the Dispensary of Newcastle. 

«< Newcastle^ Aug. 9, 1828. 

« Sir,-— I swindled your late father out of £3. Ss. about thirty 
years since. I am extremely sorry for what 1 did ; 1 have inclosed 
the amount. May the Lord bless you, dear Sir, and all your 
ftmily, is the prayer of your obedient servant." For another letter 
of this description, #m Ma^ 23d, 1832, page 369. 

September \, — Peter Macmillan undertook to walk 110 miles 
in 24 successive hours, on a half-mile piece of ground near the race 
course, Newcastle. He commenced his arduous undertaking at 5 
o'clock in the afternoon, and completed it within the limited time. 

SepUmher 15. — Mary Macmillan, his mother, aged 64 years, 
undertook to walk 92 miles in 24 successive hours, on the race 
course, which she also completed. Numbers attended to witness 
these pedestrian feats. 

September 29. — A new post coach commenced running between 
Pennth and Hexham, being the first public conveyance that had 
traversed the extensive mining district of Alston Moor, and the 
beautiful and romantic scenery adjoining the mountainous ridge in 
which it is situated, thus affording great facilities for visiting the 
lead mines, and opening out an entirely new line of communication 
across the kingdom. 

Oe^cher 27. — The Post-office, in Newcastle, was removed from 
Mosley-street to St. Nicholas' church-yard, a situation generally 
complained of, but on the 21st of August 1832, it was removed to 
'die Royal Arcade in Pilgrim-street, a most desirable situation. 

1829 (Oct I J.— At a meeting of the trustees of the Ponteland 
road, Matthew Bell, esq., M. P.,' in the chair, the report of Mr. Thos. 
^pwith, of Newcastle, surveyor, on a proposed new line of road 
from Newcastle to Otterburn, was resolved to be acted upon in 
preference to the line surveyed under the direction of Mr. M*Adam. 
An act was afterwards obtained, and the road made under the 
direction of Mr. Luke Pearson, of Newcastle. 

1829. — The chief part of the abbey church-yard, in Durham, on 
the north side, was levelled, and the rubbish which had accumu- 
lated near the walls removed. During the operation many ancient 
coffin lids of stone were found. One which covered the remains 
of a chUd in a stone coffin below, appeared to belong to the Nor- 
man period, and was curiously ornamented. It was at this time 
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discovered that the effigy near the north door, said to represent a 
man who leapt from one of the towers for a purse of goldi and was 
killed by the fall, was in reality the effigy of a Lady Lumley who 
had been buried below. Bishop Mathews* license (iee voL u 
p, QhJ authorises John Lord Lumley to remove the bones of his 
male ancestors only, and it proves their place of sepulture to have 
been near the north door of the churcn, the very place in ques* 
tion. 

1830 (Nov. SJ. — Several curious stones rudely carved, and ap- 
parently having formed part of a Roman ardi and pillar, were dug 
out of the summit of the lofty mound of earth called the ** Ha' 
Hill," near the new gaol at Morpeth. 

1831. — This year, the ruins of Benwell-hall, near Newcastle, 
were entirely removed, and a new stone buUding in a castella- 
ted form, erected upon the old foundation. It is the property of 
Thomas Crawhall, esq. See October 12M, 1811, page 63. 

Tuesday, died near Ovingham, Mrs. ElizabeUi Coulson, aged 
103 years. Copied from a fitigmeni of a local newg^aper wUhmt 
a date. 



Hie following occurrences having taken place during the printing 
of the addenday they mag be considered as following page 367, 

1832 fJulg 1 ). — Died, of apoplexy, at Pendennis Castle, of 
which he was lieutenant governor. Lieutenant Colonel William Fen- 
wick, C. B. and K. T. S. He was the youngest son of the late 
Thomas Fenwick, of Earsdon, in Northumberland, esq., at which 
place he was bom in the year 1777. In 1792 he joined the 34th 
regiment of foot at Limerick. This regiment was shortly afterwards 
removed to Dublin, and in 1794 embarked for England, from thence 
to the Island of Walcheren, and, after remaining a short time there, 
embarked for the West Indies, where it arrived early in 1795. 
Lieut* Col. Fenwick was present at the reduction of St. Vincents, 
and in several engagements with tlie enemy during that period. 
He arrived in En^and the latter end of the year 1796, where the 
regiment was stationed until the latter end of 1799, when it was 
embarked for the Cape of Good Hope, where it remained until the 
peace in 1802 ; it then proceeded to the East Indies, and remained 
there until the latter end of the year 1807. Early the following 
year Lieut. Col. Fenwick was ordered to Jersey with the 2d battalion 
of his regiment, and proceeded from thence to Lisbon, where it 
landed on the 3d of July, 1809. He commanded that battalion at 
the battle of Busaco, in the lines near Lisbon, at Albuera, Arroyo 
de Moulines, Vittoria, and various others in different parts of Por- 
tugal and Spain, particularly in the vale of Bustan, and was always 
CTOCtive with his corps, until severely wounded in the knee at the 
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Maya Pass in the Pyrenees on the 25th of July, 1813, in conse- 
quence of which he suffered amputation very high up the right 
thigh, and on his arrival in England, was appointed lieutenant ^- 
vemor of Pendennis Castle, and soon after made a Companion 
of the Bath. The gazette of April the 9th. 1816, contained 
the Prince Regent's (afterwards George IV.) permission to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fenwick, to accept the Portuguese order of the 
Tower and Sword, conferred upon him by the Prince Regent of 
Portugal, for his distinguished courage in the Peninsula. He 
had also the honour of wearing a medal for the battle of Albuera, 
and a clasp for that of Vittoria. The following is copied from <* The 
Falmouth Packet and Cornish Herald" of the 14th of July, 1832, 
where Lieut. Col. Fenwick was well known and respected. Afler 
giving an outline of his military career, it states, ** as an officer he 
was respected and beloved by all ranks, and in private life, he shone 
conspicuously in the discharge of his relative and social duties. His 
charity was as extensive as it was unostentatious ; his humUity, his 
integnty, and his undeviating rectitude, endeared him to a sorrow- 
ing cirde of friends, in whose joys and sorrows he ever largely 
participated, and who, while they deeplj^ mourn the awful event, 
rejoice in the consoling belief, that tneir loss, is his unspeakable 
gain." 

1832 fJufy 8^^-In the evening of this day (Sunday), Cuthbert 
Skipsey, a pitman belonging to Percy Main colliery, was unfortunate- 
ly shot at Chirton, near ^rth Shields, in an affray between some 
pitmen and special constables, the latter of whom were appointed to 
protect such of the workmen as were unconnected with the strike 
among the colliers. At the inquest, which was held on the Tues- 
day at the Rose inn, Willington, before Stephen Reed, esq., 
coroner, much contradictory .evidence was given — the police party 
stating that there was a general roir, and that Skipsey struggled 
with a policeman named George WeddeU, to get possession of his 
pistol, whilst the witnesses on the other side stated that the de- 
ceased went up to Weddell to endeavour to make peace, and that 
Weddell immediately pushed him back and shot hun. The juiy, 
afler about an hour's consultation, returned a verdict of man* 
daughter against Weddell, who was admitted to bail to appear at 
the assizes. August 3d, after a trial which continued about twelve 
hours, Weddell was found guilty of manslaughter, and sentenced 
to six months' imprisonment and hard labour. 

July 20. — Died, in All Saints' poor-house, in Newcastle, Wil- 
liam Purvis, better known as Blind Willie, For accounts of 
this eccentric, see February the 7th, 1819, p. 118; May the 14th, 
1828, p. 218, and July 27th, 1831, p. 305. As promised at page 
118, Mr. Robert Gilchrist, the local poet, has, as his last local 
effusion, written an epitaph on thiB famed musician, f 

August 1.— An inquisition, founcied on a commission of escheat, 
issued under die great seal, was taken at the Queen's Head 
inn, Newcastle,* before William Wightman and James Losh, esqrs., 
barristers at law, and George Maule, esq., solicitor to the treasury, 
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and a respectable jury, when it was found that Wfllkmi Moul^ 
ion, formerly of the Castle Garth in that town, skinner and 
glover, deceased, was at the time of his death seised of certain 
firopertj, called the Ship Entry, in the Old Flesh Market in that 
town; that he made a will devising the property for a chari- 
table purpose, but which by the statute of mortmain was void, and 
that he died in December, 1772, without an heir, that the property 
became vested in the crown, as an escheat, but it was understood 
that it was probable his majesty would be graciously pleased to 
direct that it should be applied according to William Moulton's 
intentions, as expressed in the will. This point was gained on a 
petition of the parish officers of St Nicholas, by whose exertions 
and attention, the parish was likely to derive a considerable benefit, 
after a lapse of nearly sixty years. 

1832 (Aug. \) — William Jobling was tried at the assizes at Dur- 
ham, and found guilty of the murder of Nicholas Fairies, esq., as sta- 
ted at page 365. He was sentenced to be hanged on Friday, August 
the 3a, and his body to be afterwards hung in chains near the 
scene of the murder. Soon after twelve o'clock Jobling suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law, on the drop erected in front of the 
county courts at Durham. After his condemnation, he was very 
attentive to his religious duties, and he exhibited on his way to 
and upon the scaffold, the utmost resignation and fortitude. He 
acknowledged, while in prison, the justice (^ his sentence, thoi^ 
he denied having been the principal in the fatal transaction which 
led to his ignominious death ; ' he earnestly entreated a reverend 
gentleman, who attended him, to express to Mrs. Fairies and her 
family, his sorrow for what had taken place, and to assure her and 
them, that when he met Mr. Fairies, which was accidental, he had 
no intention to harm him. He hoped they would forgive him, as 
he sincerely forgave all mankind wno had at any time done him 
any injury. His step was firm as he entered upon the scaffold, 
-but the power of articulation fiiiled him, and he was in consequence 
unable to address the spectators, as he had stated it to be his 
intention to do. He could neither read nor write, but had pro- 
cured a friend to transcribe some scraps from bo(^s which had been 
read to him in the gaol, which he wished to scatter among the 
crowd. He was dissuaded from doing this, and he gave diem to 
the governor of the prison to deliver to a person whom he named. 
Just as the fatal bolt was about to be withdrawn, a person near the 
scaffold cried out " Farewell Jobling," and he instantly turned his 
head in the direction whence the voice proceeded, which dirolaced 
the cord, and consequently protracted his sufferings, which con- 
tinued for some minutes. After hanging an hour, the body was 
cut down and conveyed into the gaol, where it remained until the 
gibbet was ready. It was a very wet day, consequently the crowd 
was not so numerous as was anticipated. Fif^ (^ the 8th hus- 
sars mounted, and fifty of the 15th regiment of foot, were chvwn 
up in front of the drop, where they remained until the body was 
cut down. A portion of these regiments had marched from 
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Newcastle to Dnrhant for the purpose, snd also to eicort the bodj 
to Jarrow Slake. After the body was convejed into the gaol, the 
clothes were taken off but no inoaion made, it was then coveied' 
over with pitch, and the clothea in which he was hanged were re- 

This wood cut portrait of Jobling i« from a ricetch by Mr. 
Bouet, artist, of Durham, taken whilst upon his trial. 



On Rfonday morning, Aimist the 6th, at seven o'clock, the 
Mdy was taken in a small four wheeled waggon, drawn bv two 
horses, from Durham, escorted by a troop m hussars, and two 



companies of in&ntry, T. Griffith, esq., die under sheriff, Mr. Friuh- 
ard, the gaoler, officers of the gaol, l»iHSs, Ac. &c. They proceed- 
ed by way of Chetter-le-Street, Rcktree, Slndge-row, Porto Bello, 
over the Black Fell, to White Mare Pool, and Uience b^ the Sooth 
Shields tumpikc'road, to Jarrow Slake, where they arrired at half- 
past one o'clock. The spectators were not numerous, perhaps 
about 1,000, and not many pitmen amongst them, on account it 
was supposed, of a meeting being held by them that day on 
Bfddon Pell. On the arrival of the cavalcade at Jarrow Slake, it 
was jeined by Bryan AMmand William Lorame, esqrs~ magistrates 
of the county ; the military were then drawn up, and formed two 
sides of a square, the cavalry on the right, and the infentry on the 
left. The body was then lifted from the waggon. It was cased m 
flat bars of iron of 9i indtes in breadth, the feet were placed in 
stirrups, from which a mr of iron went up each side of the head, and 
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ended in a ring by which he was suspended ; a bar from the collar 
went down the breast, and another down the back ; there were also 
^ bars in the inside of the legs which communicated with the above ; 
and cross bars at the anldes, the knees, the thighs, the bowels, the 
breast and shoulders; the hands were hung by the sides, and 
covered with pitch ; the face was pitched and covered with a piece 
of white cloth. Being laid on a hand barrow, the body was con- 
veyed to the gibbet, which was fixed nearly opposite the spot 
where the murder was committed, and about 100 yards within, 
the Slake from high water mark. The gibbet, which was fixed in 
a stone 1^ ton weight sunk in the Slake, was formed of a square 
piece of timber (fir) twenty-one feet long, and a top projecting about 
three feet, with strong bars of iron up each side to prevent its being 
sawn down. At hieh water the tide covered the gibbet about four or 
five feet, leaving sixteen or seventeen feet visible. The body being 
hoisted up and secured, a police guard was placed near the spot, and 
remained there for some time. Jobling was the first person gib- 
beted under the new act of parliament, ordering the homes of mur- 
derers to be hung in chains. The body, when gibbeted, had on the 
clothes in which the criminal appeared upon his trial: — bluejacket 
and trowsers, the heel-quarters of his shoes were down, and tlurougfa 
a large hole in one of nis stockings, the naked heel was visible ; 
his head was thrown quite back, so that his face appeared as if look- 
ing upwards. During the very dark night between the 31st of 
August and the 1st of, September, Jobling's body was stolen from 
the gibbet and secretly disposed of by some persons unknown. 

1832 (Aug. SJ. — ^The passing of the reform bills was celebra- 
ted at Berwick, including Tweedmouth and Spita], which form 
but one united and reformed boroueh, the procession, dinners, &c^ 
went off with great eckU. The illumination in the evening was 
beautiful and general, every house and hovel presenting a blaze of 
light The Berwick Advertiser in describing the festivity, states, 
« Berwick has no day recorded in its annals that may for a moment 
be termed its equal ; and a thousand years may come and pass, 
and still none like unto it be found." 

1832 (Aug, II J. — A most dreadful murder was committed at 
Horncliff upon the river Tweed, near Berwick. Two young men 
of the names of Paxton and Percy, had a dispute about a game 
cock, which led to frequent quarrels between them, and, on the day 
above-mentioned, they again came to high words, and eventually 
blows. While this was goine on, Percy *s father, an old man, pro- 
cured a large knife, and deliberately attacking his son's opponent, 
stabbed him in the belly, cutting him across, so that his bowels, as he 
fell, protruded on the ground. Not content with this savage deed, 
he turned upon Paxton s brother, and stabbed him in several places. 
The first victim lingered till the following morning (Sunday), in 
great agony, when death relieved him from his sufferings, the other 
young man was in a hopeless state. Old Percy retired to a corn 
field and cut his own throat, but not effectually, as he was found 
bleeding shortly after, and the wound having been attended to, he 
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was in a few days removed to Durham gaol, there to await hit trial 
for these horrid crimes. 

1832 (Aug. 14^.— The members of the Northern Political Union 
celebrated the [Kusing of the reform bills^ by a pablic dinner in 
the Spital-field, in Newcastle, the use of which had been readUy 
granted by Archibald Reed, esq^ mayor. A large canvas covering 
was erected, under which the tables calculated to accommodate 
lyOOO persons, were fixed, but not one-half of that number was 
present At two o'clock the council of the Union arrived on the 
ffround, attended by a band of music and several banners, afler 
having paraded some of the streets of the town. Charles Attwood, 
esq., of Whickham, took the chair, and was supported on his right 
by Mr. Owen, of the National Political Union. Messrs. Thomas 
l5oubleday and Charles Larkin officiated as vice-chairmen. The 
dinner consisted of roast and boiled beef, together with plum-pud- 
dings and ale. The dinner, speeches, and toasts occupied the 
meeting until seven o'clock in the evenine. The first toast was 
<' The King," and the next « The People,^' after which followed 
** Earl Grey and the Ministry, for their introduction and support 
of the reform biD," which was drunk with sreat applause. Tlie 
chairman addressed the meeting at considerable length, after which 
the meeting was addressed by Mr. Owen, Mr. Doubleday, Mr. 
Larkin, and the Rev. Mr. Wright firom Sunderland. It was re- 
commended by a placard, that the shops should be dosed, but this 
was only attended to in one or two instances. An illumination 
was whispered, but the ffood sense of the inhabitants frustrated 
this attempt also ; a hand bill issued by the mayor on the prece- 
ding day, having strongly recommended the inhabitants not to light 
up, as the cholera then raged so heavily in the town. The meat 
wnich remained after this dinner, was on the following day distri- 
buted among upwards of 300 persons, and soup and rolls of bread 
to upwards of 400 persons. 

August 24. — The right honourable Earl Grey, K. G., and 
first lord of the treasury, having left London for his seat, Howick 
Hall, in Northumberland, was enthusiastically greeted at almost 
every town through which his lordship passed. On the above 
day his lordship alighted at the King's Head, in Darlington, and 
wuked in front of the inn during the time of changing horses, and 
was most heartily cheered on his derarture. His lordship proceed- 
ed to Lambton Castle, the seat of JLord Durham, where he slept 
that night, and on the following day (Saturday), soon after eleven 
o'clock, his lordship, accompanied by Countess Grey, the honour- 
able Colonel Grey, and other members of the family arrived at the 
Turk's Head inn, in the Bigg-market, Newcastle, where a number 
of gentlemen had assembled to salute his lordship ; he was also 
greeted with three times three hearty cheers, from an immense 
crowd which had collected. His lordship did not alight, but acknow- 
ledged the compliment by bowing from the carriage, and the cheers 
were repeated when he drove ofi*. The bells in the churches of 
Gateshead and Newcastle were rung on the occasion. As soon as 
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it vas known that the earl would pats diroiigh Morpeth^ an addveas 
was drawn up and very generally signed by the inhabitanta. Hk 
lordahip was receiTed at the Queen's Head inn with the moat 
enthusiastic apfdause, and Mr. Woodman^ in an appropr'witB speech^ 
presented the address, to which his lordship made an animated aid 
suitable reply. At Alnwick, an .address was voted to be {nreaented 
to his lordship, fiur which purpose a procession went out as fir as 
the tdl bar, but, owinff to some misinformation, his lordship had 
passed through some tune before. John Carr, esq., of Boiic^jatie 
Hall, transmitted the address on the following day, to which hit 
lordriup returned a most gracious answer. The address was signed 
by 847 persons. This is perhaps the first time that a prime mimater 
j««i trough Newc-tle, «d th«tpe«on.n.tive</N«rth«„ber. 

18S8 (Auff 25^.— BamardcasUe and its neighbourhood were visit- 
ed by a dreadful thunder-storm, accompanied by a whirlwind, 
which completely unroofed a thatched house, and udd the inmates 
senseless on the floor, but without further injuring them ; a lam 
stack ofhay was thrown down, and a person, named Armstrcmg, who 
was breakuig stones on the road, was lifted off his feet, and thrown 
to the ground without being much hurt. The whirlwind crossed 
the river Tees, tore up some large trees near Lartington Hall, and 
killed a calf in a field belonging to Mr. George Dixon, of Cotfaei^ 
stone. The Tees rose to a great height, and the road between 
Bamardcastle and Bowes, was rendered almost impassable. 

Aisgtut S6« — About four o'clock on the momine, one of the most 
dreadful showers of hail ever experienced, took ^ace at Stockton. 
The demolition of glass alone amounted to upwards of £200. Great 
damage was also sustained by the gardens and orchards in the im- 
mediate vicinity of that town. 

August 27.— The members of the Sunderland Political Union, 
and other friends of reform, celebrated the passing of the reform 
bills by a public dinner in a large field near Waterloo-place. The 
tables were arranged under a spacious canvas covering, and were 
well su{^>lied with beef, ham, plum-puddings, Ac l^e price of 
the ticket was fixed at 2s^ but in order that the poorer dasses 
might be enabled to join in the celebration, a subscription was 
entered into by some gentlemen, which allowed a number of the 
tickets to be disposed of at one shilling each. Tliere were two 
bands of music in attendance, fer whose accommodation elevated 
platforms were erected at each end of the covering ; a platform was 
also erected for the accommodation of the ladies, a number of whom 
mppeared to view the proceedings with much satisfiEu:tion. At two 
ocuodL the chairman o£ the Sunderland Political Union, the Rev. 
John Wright, Unitarian minister, accompanied by Charles Attwood, 
esq., of Whickham, and a large body of the Union, entered the 
green, and took their places at the tables, amid repeated cheering 
and a discharge of small cannon ; the Rev. chairman having said 

Sace, the business of the dinner was proceeded with, after which 
e toasts and the speeches occupied the meetmg until about seven 
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o'clock. The presiure and uproarious cooduct of a crowd which 
had carried all before it, and broke in upon the meeting, beggared 
all description, and rendered the scene truly ludicrous. As scarcely 
a word could now be heard from the speakers, the chairman, accom- 
panied by Mr. Attwood, and die members of the council, adjourned 
to Miss Jowsey's, the Bridge inn, from the windows of which, the 
chairman and Mr. Attwood again addressed a great ccmcourse of 
people. About 670 persons sat down to dinner. 

I88S (Aug* 27^. — A fire broke out about nine o'clock at nighty 
in the workshop of Mr. Thomas Scott, cart-wright. Orchard-street, 
Newcastle, which raged with great fury, and threatened the des- 
truction of the adjoining buildings. The engines were speedily on 
the qx>t, but could not prevent the loss of we whole of the build- 
ing. Mr. Scott's loss was estimated at £450 ; hb stock of timber 
and tools being entirely destroyed. No part of it was insured. 

18S8 ^August 28 J ^The new chapel for divine worship in commur 
nion witn the established church, at Duddo, in the parbh of Norham, 
was opened, the pious undertaking of the excellent and zealous 
vicar, the Rev. William Stephen GiUy. f See April 6M, 1832, page 
S51.^ It is a neat specimen of Saxon ardiitecture, from a desi^ 
b^ Mr. Bonomi, of Durham, and it affords accommodation (the sit- 
tmffs being all free) for about 250 persons. The Rev. Chas. Thorp, 
ardideacon of Durham, and oflkial of the dean and chapter, read 
the bishop's license and the ai^nted preliminary address, after . 
which the morning service was read (with appropriate les|M>ns and 
psalms selected for the occasion^, and an eloquent and impressive 
sermon was preached by Mr. Gilly. AU the clergy in the neigh- 
bourhood in their sowns, and nearly all the gentry in the vicim^ 
{including the earl of Home) were present on the occasion, in 
compliment to the worthy vicar. 

August — At this time the cholera morbus again raged in New- 
castle and various other towns of Northumberland and Durham, 
some of which had not been visited by the disease in the wintar of 
this year. See Ociober 26M, 1831, page 322. 

Sqi>iember 3. — The << Northern Academy of Arts" in Blackett- 
street, Newcastle, having been disposed of in shares of twenty-five 
pounds each, and its title chanced, the following notice of its opening 
was given to the public : — ** The Newcastle upon Tyne Institution 
for the Greneral Iromotion of the Fine Arts." '< The shareholders 
and the public in general are respsM^tAilly informed, that the above 
institution for the exhibition of pictures and sculpture, &c., will 
open for the first season, on Monday the 3d day of September. 
By order of the committee of management. Keenlyside and 
Walton, secretaries. Admittance 1«; season tickets, os; Cata- 
k^es. If. each. Open from 10 in the morning until dusk. 
Tidcets to be had of the Secretaries, at their c^ce, 16, Westgate?- 
atreet, and of the principal booksellers in Newcastle." There were 
some excellent pictures in this exhibition. 

S^pUmber 5.-*Died, at his house at the Leazes Terrace, New- 
castle, Thomas Trotter, esq., M. D. He was a native of Roxburgh- 
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Bhirc, and received his classical and medical education at tlie 
college of Edinburgh. In the year 1782, when very young, he 
was appointed surgeon in the royal navy, and having been a voyage 
.in the African slave trade, he was called before a committee of the 
House of Commons, to give evidence against that horrid traflic in 
human flesh. In 1785, he settled at Wooler, in Northumberland, 
and having passed through the different examinations at the coU^^ 
of Edinburgh, he obtained the degree of M. D. in 1788 ; the fol- 
lowing year he was appointed to the flag ship of his friend and neigh- 
bour Admiral Roddam. In December 1793 be was appointed physi- 
cian to the royal hospital at Portsmouth, and in the following April 
was nominated physician to the channel fleet, by Earl Howe, without 
any previous application, but merely in compliment to his profes- 
sional studies devoted to the health of seamen. The medical duty 
of the fleet was an incessant and laborious task for nearly nine 
years. In June 1795, af^er the battle off Groa, the doctor received 
a severe personal injury in ascending a ship's side, during, a. tre- 
mendous swell of the sea, to visit a wounded officer (Captain 
Grindall, of the Irresistible of 74 guns), which incapacitatect him 
for all active duty in boats, and from that period he was under the 
necessity of connning himself for some hours of every day, to a 
horizontal posture to relieve the painful effects of that misfortune, 
which daily increased. After his quitting the navy in 1602, he 
settled in Newcastle until the year 1827, when he retired to Rox- 
burghshire, but had returned to Newcastle only a few months be- 
fore his death. Doctor Trotter was the author of the following 
works, viz. : — << Medicina NauHcOy" 3 vols, ; *< Obtervatumi on 
Sctirvt/ ;'* ^* Medical and Chemical Essays ;" ** Suspiria Oosofit, 
a 3Ionody on the death of Earl Howe ;" '< An Essay on Drumkea^ 
ncss ;" " A view of the Nervous Temperament ;" " The Noble 
Foundling^ or, the Hermit of the Tweed;" A Practicable Plan for 
Tuanning the Rayed Navy ;* &c. Various of his poetic pieces sbj^ 
peared in the journals of the day. In 1829 he published a volume 
ofpoenis entitled << Sea Weeds" with a portrait prefixed '< an. acT. 
37." A portrait of the doctor was given in the European Maga- 
zine for May 1796. There is a beautiful epitaph on a stone in St. 
Andrew's church yard, Newcastle, to the memory of his first wife^ 
written by the doctor. 

\^S2,(Sept, 6^. — The passing of the Reform Bills was commemo- 
rated at Hexham, by a public procession and dinners at the respec- 
tive club-houses of each trade. 

September 10. — The passing of the Reform Bills was celd)rated 
at Gateshead, by a public dinner at the house of Mr. Bell, sign of 
the Grey Horse. At five o'clock in the evening, nearly one niin- 
dred gentlemen sat down. The chair was taken by Cuthbert Rip- 
pon, esq., of Stanhope Castle ; and Mr. James Pollock, Mr. James 
Charlton, and Mr. J. B. Johnson, officiated as vice-presidents. On 
the right of the chairman were seated Sir Hedworth Williamson, 
bart., M. P., W. H. Ord, esq., Captain Dinsdale, and T. £. Head- 
lam, esq, M.D.; on the left, Hedworth Lambton, esq., J(rfm 
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Bowes, esq., of Streatlam Castle, William Loraine, esq., &c. At 
the upper end of the room were displayed two handsome banners, 
one bearing the arms of the borough of Gateshead : the other, the 
arms of Mr. Rippon, the candidate for the borough ; and in the 
centre, between the two banners, was placed a bust of the lord 
chancellor. At the lower end were displayed two handsome ban- 
ners, provided by Mr. Abraham Dawson, displaying the colours of 
the members for the county who supported the reform measure, 
and those who were expected to support liberal principles in the 
event of their being returned at the next election. The toasts and 
speeches occupied the meeting until a late hour, when the com- 
pany broke up. 

1832 (SepL W). — A public meeting was held in the Guildhall 
of Newcastle, to consider of the propriety of congratulating Earl 
Grey on his return to his native county, and expressive of grati- 
tude for his originating and conducting to a successful termination 
the important measure of parliamentary reform. Sir M. W. Rid- 
ley, baxt., M. P., in a neat speech moved, and afterwards read the 
address, which was seconded by James Losh, esq., in a speech of 
considerable length. The address was then adopted unanimously, 
after which three times three cheers were given for Earl Grey and 
the cabinet. 

About five o'clock in the afternoon of the same day, nearly two 
hundred gentlemen sat down to a public dinner at Mr. Fletcher's, 
the Turk's Head inn, Newcastle, to celebrate the passing of the 
Reform Bills. The chair was taken by George Baker, esq., of Ele- 
more, the father of reform in this district. The chairman was 
supported on his right by Sir M. W. Ridley, bait., M. P., William 
Ord, esq., M. P., ReJph Carr, esq,, Sir Iledworth Williamson, bart., 
M. P., Cuthbert Rippon, esq., and Alderman Wright ; and on his 
left by T. W. Beaumont, esq., M. P., John Hodgson, esq , M. P., 
John Bowes, esq., the hon. Captain Howard, the rev. John Saville 
Ogle, and C. W. Bigge, esq. Colonel Tower, Dr. Headlam, and 
J. C. Jobling, esq., officiated as vice-presidents. Among the gen- 
tlemen present were. Colonel Bell, George Silvertop, esq.. Colonel 
Silvertop, H. Witham, esq., John Cookson, esq., Thomas Fenwick, 
esq., George Salvin, esq., J. Salvin. esq., C. Blackett, esq., F. £r- 
rington, esq., W. H. Ord, esq., Capt. Dinsdale, T. C. Granger, esq., 
W. Loraine, esq., Edward Loraine, esq., James Losh, jun., esq., E. 
J. Clavering, esq., Cuthbert Dunn, esq., W. Fife, esq., Robert Orm- 
ston, jun., esq., R. Boyd, esq.. Colonel Campbell, Rev. Archdeacon 
Scott, Rev. Anthony Hedley, Rev. W. Mark, Rev. James Wors- 
wick. Rev. William Turner, &c. &c. Various loyal and constitutional 
toasts were given, and most excellent speeches were delivered by 
Mr. Bigge, Mr. Silvertop, Mr. Beaumont, Sir M. W. Ridley, Mr. 
Hodgson, Captain Blackett, Mr. Ord, Rev. Mr. Ogle, Mr. Bowes, 
Captain Howard, Sir H. Williamson, Mr. W. H. Ord, Mr. Rippon, 
Mr. Losh, &c. &c. 

SepUmber 20. — At a general meeting of the shareholders of the 
^ Northern Joint Stock Bank," then about to be established in 
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NewcMtle, the foUowiDg gentlemen were chosen directors :-^ 
Thomas Reed Batson, Nathaniel Grace» Thomas Brown, James 
Lowndes, Anthony Clapham, James Carr, Charles Attwood* George 
Burdis, John Scott, William Maude, esquires, and Lieutenant- 
General Austin. It was also determined, that Thomas Reed 
Batson, and Nathaniel Grace, esquires, should be m a na g i n g direc- 
tors* The business of the Bank, it was expected, would oommenoe 
in a few weeks after, in apartments then being fitted %xp at the 
west end of the Royal Arcade, in Pilgrim Street* 

September 21— Died, in the 62nd year of his age, at his seat, 
Abbotsford, Roxburghshire, Sir Walter Scott, bart. He was bora 
on the 15Ui of August, 1771, was educated at the High School, 
Edinburgh, and af^rwards devoted his time to the profession of the 
law. Although the lamented death of this illustrious man did not 
occur within my limits, yet I am in gratitude bound ^not only be- 
cause I consider him, in reference to his writings, as nelonging to 
every place and every country, but also for his prompt replies to my 
letters, and his wish to be a subscriber to this work) to notice hind 
here, and though dead, his name shall remain in the list of my pat- 
rons. Sir Walter Scott's death has bereaved the world of one of ita 
brightest sons of genius. His first literary productions were two bal- 
lads from the German, « The Chtuey" and << WiUiam and Muyi' 
published anonymously. " Goetz (^ BerchenlmgenT a tragedy, idso 
from the German, appeared in 1799; and, about the same time, he 
contributed two ballads, " The Eve of itt John^** and << Gktf/mlae,*' 
to Lewis's << Tales of Wonder." His next work was ** The Minebr^ 
o^iAe Scottish Border" in 1802, which first establidied his poetio 
mme. " Sir Tristram^'* was published in 1804, this was followed the 
next year by '< The Lay of the last Minstre^'' afterwards succeeded 
by <«JlfanntoM,"in 1808; « The Lady of the Lahe^' in 1810, the 
most popular of his poetic productions ; " The Vieicn of Don Hoder' 
ich," m 1811 ; « JMehy/" in 1812 ; <« The Lard of the leks,*" in 
1814* ; and << Waterioo,** soon afler. These were his principal poetic 
works. Sir Walter published << The Border Antiquities <f Eng- 
land and Scotland^'' and also edited the works of Dryden, Vomers' 
Tracts, Sadler's State Papers, Miss Seward's works, and those of 
Swifl ; he besides conducted 1 he Edinburgh Annual Roister. It 
b only necessary to allude in this brief ouUine to the ^' Waverley** 
series oi novels, so named from the title of that first published. 
From these having originally appeared without the author's name, 
he was called << ths great unknown." It is admitted that no 
contemporary author has written so much, and few so well, as his 
works have been translated into all the languages of Eunme. Sep- 
tember 26, his honoured remains were consigned to tne tomb, 
9mid the unfeigned regret of thousands. About two o'clock, p. ic, 
the long funeral procession beg^ to move fhmi Abbotsfinrd to Dr^- 
burj^h Abbey, where the remains of Sir Walter ScoU were laid 
beside the body of Lady Scott, and also that of his tmde^-^ 
The GkMgow Courier, after giving a long account of Sir ¥bUter 
ScoU, and oomparmg him with the celebrated Goethe^ a Geimte 
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author, and who was his coatemporar|r, indulges in the MlDwinc 
strain : *< It is an instance of those dis|pensations of naturei whid 
are intended to awaken the attention of mankind^ that these two 
celebrated men died in the same jear. Will not this double afflic- 
tion stand out as one of the most melancholy events of these dark 
times ? And will not the future hbtorian reconl it as a sign of 
the season of distress which has visited the fluntil j of man ? 
The year 1838 will be remembered for the multitude of 
changes which it has scattered over the face of Europe. It will 
be remembered as the year which witnessed the stniggles of 
Poland against the tyranny of Russia, and which saw the high* 
souled children of that ancient country condemned to wear the gti* 
ling bonds of servitude. It will be remembered as the year wucli 
tortured Portugal with die struggles of a disputed succession, and 
filled her ridi vales with the horrors of a civil war. It will be re* 
membered as the year which abolished the instttutioiis of Fraoci^ 
and gave a new constitution to Britain. It will be remembered as 
a year of pestiience^ of mercantile distress, and of political agita* 
tion->-as a year of insecurity and panio*-*4>f suffering and anotie* 
ty ; but, above all, it will be remembered as the year which do* 
prived fiuropeof Goethe,and the worid of Sir Walter Scott." As 
every sentence from the pen of this great author, must now bo 
invaluable, I hope the reader wiU not consider the fbUowing copy 
of a letter as an obtrusion i*^ 

^ Sir, — ^I am fiivoured with yonr letter sccoinpanyiiig Unpublished Be- 
«« mains of Mr. Pickerings fbr which accept my teat thMika. I trill with 
•* pieaaure aubacribe to your popoafNl new edition of your Hiatorioal Itcgis* 
•* ter, of Meanorable Events m the Coantiea of Durham and Northumber. 
•* land. I had the pleasure of receiving in safety jour Tinmouth Bathers 
«<and the other articles of curiosity, with which you have obliged me, and 
•< remain, ** Your moat obedient Servant, 

•• WALTER SCOTT. 

•• Edinbuiwh, 6, Shandwick Phu:e, 
^ 16 November, 1S2& 

•* Mr. John Sykes, Bookseller, Newcastle.*' 

1832 (Sq}L 25 J, A whale was cast on shore at Coouet Island, 
on the coast of Northumberkndy in a sickly state, and on being 
discovered by the keeper of the island, it being ebb tide, and the 
monster fii^ding the water leaving him, made a desperate stni^gi^ 
to escape. Toe inhabitant of the isUmd, not being usually honour- 
ed widi a visit from the *<kingef the sea,** immediately hoisted his 
iag for assistance firom the land, which was promptly attended 4o 
by the Hauxley fishermen, who arrived in time to assist the sea* 
man, and they succeeded in capturing the whale, after firing seve- 
ral shots, and piercing it with a spear. It neasured fii^ fie^ 
18S8 (iSept 27),^jSKnt seven o'ck)ck on te morniii^, a4ud took 
riaoe in Ofierten Lane, near Henrington, DorhAm, bistivieen Mr* 
Rnssdl Bowlby, a candidate fbr Sooth Shidds, and Mr. Bmddyll>a 
candidate fimr ttie Noitfaem Diviskm of the county <i£ Dwnhan» in 
eoooeqoeiice of texpressioiis asedW the teraer in %jBeedi<aifioalli 
8Uek4 Mil whwh liad been cooraicirted M by Mr. Bmdik^U «i « 
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tpeech at the same place. Mr. Braddyll was attended by G. P. 
Irvbie» Es^^ and his antagonist by Captain Bowlby. Mr. BraddjU, 
after receiving Mr. Bowlby's fire, discharged his pistol in the air. 
Mr. Bowlby men stepped forward and declared his remt that he 
should have uttered exf^essions painful to the feeling of Mr. 
Braddyll, and the latter gentleman, in consequence of this acknow- 
ledgement, declared his sorrow at having commented in the tone 
he did, on those offensive expressions. The parties then left the 
ground. 

The same day, soon after twelve o'clock, another hostile meeting 
took place, at the sign of the Hare and Hounds, on the Sedgefield- 
road, between Sir Hedworth Williamson, bart., and Mr. Braddyll, 
rival candidates for the Northern Division of the county of Dur- 
ham. This duel arose out of expressions purporting to have been 
used in the speeches of the parties against each other. Sir Hed- 
worth Williamson was attended by John Fawcett, esq., and Mr. 
BraddyU by William John Buikes, esq., M. P. The parties each 
fired twice, when Sir Hedworth, sanctioned by his second, agreed 
to the following :— << I am sorry to have used a term which has 
been offensive to Mr. Braddyll's feelings, and which has been receiv- 
ed in a sense in which I never intended it" The parties then 
shook hands, and left the field. 

18S2 fSepLj — ^This month, part of the clergy of Northumberland 
and diocese of Durham, memorialized the Right Rev. William Van 
Mildert, lord bishop of Durham, and also his most gracious miyesty 
King William IV., on a Reform of the Church. Tne memorial to 
their diocesan was signed by thirty-seven clergymen of the county 
of Northumberland, and that to his majesty was signed by forty- 
three clereymen of the same county. This is worthy of record, as 
it was understood to be the first attempt of the established clergy 
o reform their own church. 

October 2. — Being Michaelmas Monday,, the day for the 
election of the mayor and other ofiicers of the corporation of New- 
castle, the burgesses met at the Guildhall for the purpose of audit- 
ing the accounts, &c., of the preceding year, when much angir 
feeling and determination to opposition were displayed ; so «iudri 
so, that they formed two parties in proceeding to the Spital school, 
the place of election — the one headed by Archibald Reed, esq., 
mayor, the other by alderman Wright. As much previous excite- 
ment by placards had been made, an unusually large body of the 
burgesses and other inhabitants attended the processions. On ar- 
riving at the place of election, some of the new electors, on their 
attempts to enter, having been opposed by the police, they with- 
drew and would not return, which occasioned a scene of violence 
and uproar, until about six o'clock, when the meeting was ad- 
journed to nine o'clock, when they aeain met, and the same con- 
fusion took place, and continued until near twelve o'clock, when the 
meeting was ac^n adjourned to ten o'clock the next morning, 
without proceeding one step in the election. Summonses were 
issued to the electors of the preceding year to attend at the 
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appointed time, and a sufficient number of them having been pro- 
cured, the business was quickly eone through, by electing John 
Brandling esq., mayor, Henry Bell, esq., of Newbisgen, sheriff, and 
the subordinate officers^ which, it appears, was done with closed 
doors. The burgesses, who wished to bring in alderman Wright 
as chief magistrate, now finding their intentions frustrated, adjourn- 
ed to the Spital-field, and having passed several resolutions, and 
votes of thanks to those individutds who had been most active in 
the cause of Mr. Wright, they determined to apply to his majesty, 
the house of lords, and the house of commons, for a revision of the 
charter. After the election of Mr. Brandling and the other officers, 
they proceeded to the mayor*s chamber, in the Guildhall, where 
the common council of the preceding year were re-elected. Per- 
haps there never were before so mucn violence and delay in the 
election of the officers of Newcastle. It is on record, that upon a 
similar occasion, and on the same day of the month, violence had 
been used ; and on another occasion, that the parties sat up all 
night. See voL up, 102 and 112. 

1832 COct. 3;.^The passing of the Reform Bills was cele- 
brated at Alnwick by a public dinner in the town-hall ; upon which 
occasion, the chair was taken by Sir Francis Blake, hart., supported 
on his right by Lord Howick (who had received an invitation from 
the committee to attend), and on the lefl by Colonel Grey ; John 
Carr, esq., of Bondgate Hall, and Henry Hewitson, esq., of Hedge- 
ley, ably officiated as vice-presidents. Amon^t the company pre- 
sent (between 60 and 70), were the foUowmg gentlemen :— R« 
Carr, esq.. Dr. Wilson, Rev. Dr. Herdman, Rev. D. Paterson, J. 
Lambert, Esq., Captains Macleod and Gourlay, J. C. Tarleton, 
esq., J. Thirlwell, esq., H. Taylor, of Christen Bank, esq., &c^ &c* 
There were some excellent speeches made by the chairman, Lord 
Howick, and several of the gentlemen present. Sir F« Blake, 
accompanied by Lord Howick, Colonel Grey, &c., having left 
the room, John Carr, esq., was called to the chair, and after 
some appropriate sentiments, the meeting broke up, highly grati- 
fied with the entertainment. 

Oct, 8. — The chapel of ease for the parish of St. John, 
Newcastle, at Ben well High Cross, was consecrated by the lord 
bishop of Bristol, officiating at the particular request of the bishop 
of Durham, who was prevented from being present by serious 
indisposition'. The ground for this chapel and cemetery was given 
by John Buddie, esq., and the stone by John Hodgson, esq. 
M. P. for Newcastle. See July 4, p. 304. 

October 9. — In consequence of the inclined and dangerous 
state of the beautiful steeple of St Nicholas' church, in Newcastle 
(see page 345^, it was found necessarjr to prop it with immense 
beams of timber, for the purpose of taking out the old foundatioa 
(which on examination was alarmingly bad), and putting in a new 
one of massive stone work, with strong abutments. On the above 
day, the workmen, whilst digging near the foundation of the tower, 
discovered two stone coffins, each about seven feet long, with a 
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cavity for the head. They were found a little north of the west en- 
trance^ on the outside of me buildings and at a Torj trifling depth 
befew the pavement. When the stone coven were removed^ the 
ooffins were found to contain some human bonei^ and a laige por- 
tion of earth. It was evident from the large quantity of human 
bones dug up> that this must have been njwrt of the ancient ceme- 
tery subsequently added to the stxeeL^iSM paff§ 61« Whilst excn- 
vatuw durmg this repair, several ancient reUcs ef mortality were 
ioumL The very old entrance under the tower, called the South 
Porch, was at this time taken down. For correct views of this 
porch, its door-way, and sun«dial, tee voL upoffe 3%, amd ud tj. 
343. 



The reform bill passed on the 7th of June, 1832, (uepa^ 362; 
enacts, that, die counties of Durham and Northumberland shall be 
divided into north and south, and each division to return two mem« 
hers. It is also enacted, that, Sunderland return two members, and 
that Gateshead, South Shields^ and TVnemouth, return each one 
member, and, that Morpeth, which had nitherto returned two mem-- 
ber% shallf in future return only one member to parliainent. 



SuMDBaLAND,— Parish of Sunderland,'^ ^^^£^^ Barriiigtai], Aldexmsn 
Townships of Biihopwaurmouth, f Thompsoa, of Umim^ Sir, W. 
Biahopwcwmouth Psna, Monkweftr-T Chavtor, bsrt, fPiffnt CMfe; 

• mouth Shore, aad Southwidc J D^vld Barclay, ctq^ oO^omiom, 

Oatk-mab— PariA of Gat«head. ]^^ ^P^ ««1- ^****» 

1 Robert InghaoB^ esq., of Wertaei 
SMMtf William Gowan, esq., of 
London, 
TnrzMDirrH.— .Townahips of Tvne-'^ Sanderson liderton, era.; LMwidi^ 
mouth. North Shields, Chirton, Pres- > ion Hail; Geo. F. Young, esq., 
ton, and Cullercoats. ) of London, 

Placet qf Election far Diviiions qf tke Comttiet. Pretmt CandUates. 

IJohn Bowes, esq., Streaikm OuHeg 
worth Park. 
^ Sir Hedwonh Waiiamsoo, bare. 

D0MAMC.Tr._F«rDuri»«N.D. I tmuT^e^^'auI^t^aa', 

I £. R. G. BnMidjU, esq. 
^ ) T. W. Beaumont, esq., of B^meU 

nzxuxM^^Fw Northumberland 8. D. y Hall: Wm.Onl,esq., eiWT^^kU, 

) Matt Bell, esq of ITooMiutom. 

i Viscount Lord Howick, Ofmmkkf 
ilLMwiCK — ^For Nortfaumberland N. D. V Lord Ossulston, of OdOMttm 

j Cnitie. 
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The Work was finished at the preceding page, but as the Elec* 
tions have taken place during the printing of the Indexes, I have 
added a few pages to enable me to give the members first returned 
to parliament under the Reform Act ; also the strike of the coUiers, 
in 1810, which had been inadvertenUy omitted in its proper place. 



NORTHUMBERLAND AND DURHAM ELECTION& 

The writs of Election were received by the sheriffs on Wednesday 
the 5th of December, 1832, and the days for the nomination of the 
candidates for the counties and the boroughs were appointed as 
follows : — 

Northumberland, Northern Division, Saturday, 15th December* 

Northumberland, Southern Division, Monday, 17th December* 

Durham, Northern Division, Saturday, 15th December. 

Durham, Southern Division, Tuesday, 18th December* 

Newcastle upon Tyne, Tuesday, 11th December. 

Durham ciUr, Monday, 10th December. 

Morpeth, luesday, 11th December* 

Berwick upon Tweed, Monday, 10th December* 

Sunderland, Monday, 10th December. 

South Shields, Monday, 10th December. 

Tynemouth, Wednes^y, 12th December. 

Gateshead, Wednesday, 12th December. 

The polling places for the Northern Division of Northumberland^ 
were — Alnwick (place of nomination \ Berwick, Wooler, Elsdoii» 
and Morpeth ; for the Southern Division, Hexham (place of no- 
nunation), Newcastle, Haltwhistle, Bellingham, and Stamfordham* 
For the Northern Division of Durham, city of Durham (place of 
nomination), Sunderland. Lanchester, Whiclcham, Chester-le-street, 
and South Shields ; for the Southern Division, Darlington (place of 
nomination), Stockton, Bishop Auckland, Stanhope, Middleton in 
Teesdale, Bamardcastle, and Sedgefield. 

Northern Division of Northumberland. 

December 15th. 

Candidaiu. NumbenptML 

Lord Viscount Howick, ) . j -^u *. -s.\ 

Lord Ossulston, } returned without opposition* 

Southern Division of Northumberland. 
Polling days, December 20th and 21st. 

• Thomas Wentworth Beaumont, Esq., 2537 

• Matthew Bell, Esq., 2441 

WiUiam Ord, Esq., 2851 

Northern* Division of Durham. 
Polling days, December 18th and 19th. 

• Hedworth Lambton, Esq., 2558 

• Sir Hedworth Williamson, Bart., 2182 

Edward Richmond Gale Braddyll, Esq., 1670 

Vol. II. 3 F 
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Southern Division of Durham. 

Polling days, December 21st and 22d. 

^ Joseph Pease, Jiin y Esq.,.. 2273 

• John Bowes, Esq., 2218 

Robert Duncombe Shaflo, Esq., 1841 

Newcastle upon Tyne*. 
Pollings days, December 13th and 14th. 

• Sir Matthew White Ridley, Bart., 2112 

• John Hodgson, Esq., 1686 

Charles Attwood, Esq. ....1092 

City of Durham. 
Polling days, December 11th and 12th. 

• W.Charles Harland, Esq.,.. 439 

• William Richard Carter Chaytor, Esq., 403 

Hon. Arthur Trevor, 383 

Morpeth. 
December 1 1th. 
Hon. Capt. Frederick Geo. Howard — returned without opposition. 

Berwick upon Tweed. 
Polling days, December 11th and 12th. 

• Sir RufaneShaw Donkin, K.C.B., 371 

• Sir Francis Blake, Bart., 357 

Colonel* Marcus Beresford, 345 

Sunderland. 
Polling days, December 12th and 13th. 

• Sir William Chaytor, Bart, 696 

• Hon. Captain George Barrington, 525 

David Barclay, Esq., 402 

William Thompson, Esq., Alderman of London, 376 

South Shields. 
Polling days, December 11th and 12th. 

• Robert Ingham, Esq., 205 

George Palmer, Esq., 108 

William Gowan, Esq., 105 

Russell Bowlby, Esq., 2 

Tynemouth. 
Polling days, December 13th and 14th« 

• George Frederick Young, Esq., 326 

Sanderson Ilderton, Esq., 264 

Gateshead. 
December the 12th. 
Cuthbert Rippon, Esq., of Stanhope Castle, — returned without 
opposition. 

* There were eleven polling booths tt Newcastle, viz.— >Nos. 1, 1^ 8, 4, at the 
Sichanoe for the parish of All Saints, and the townships of Byker, HeatOD, and 
Jesmond ; Nos. 6, 6, 7, at the Orphan House, for the parish of St. Andrew; Noau 
8, 9, at the Circus, for the parish of St. John, and the townships of £Uwick and 
WestgaU; and Nos. 10, II, at the Circus, for the parish of St. Nicholas. 
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The Candidates whose names are marked thus * were elected 
members of parliament. 

1809. — At the binding of the colliers, which was at that time in 
the month of October, tne owners by a previous agreement among 
themselves, but which had not been made known to the men, pro- 
posed that the men should be engaged for a quarter, or a year and a 
quarter, which would bring the binding time to the latter end of 
December or beginning of January, to which the men agreed ; but 
upon mature deliberation they found that they had done wrong, 
and, accordingly, on the 16th of October, 1810, a meeting of dele- 
gates was held at Long Benton, when it was resolved by a majority 
that a strike should take place, unless the owners would agree to 
continue the binding from the 18th of October, as usual. This not 
being complied with, the men accordingly struck afler that day, and 
as the delegates from the different collieries held frequent meetings, 
both in the counties of Durham and of Northumberland, they were 
hunted out by the owners and magistrates, assisted by the militarv, 
and committed to prison until the prisons could contain no more, to 
such an extent were the old gaol and house of correction at Durham 
filled, that for fear of infection, several were removed to the stables and 
the stable-yard of the Bishop of Durham, where they were guarded 
by the Durham volunteers, and constables, and af^rwards by the 
Royal Caerraarthenshire militia. Fresh seizures continuing to be 
made, the number in the bishop's stables amounted to about 300. 
Finding that this mode of procedure only made the matter 
worse, the Rev. Mr. Nesfield, a magistrate, and Captain Davis, of 
the Carmarthenshire militia, undertook to compromise the difference. 
They made application to the prisoners in the bishop's stables, 
whom they considered the leadmg men, but who refused to have 
any thing to do in the matter, leaving it entirely to their partners 
at liberty, who settled it by removing the time of binding to the 5th 
of April, as at present. In the course of this strike of about seven 
weeks, several other things were brought forward, particularly the 
fines for deficient measure and foul coals Mr. Nesfield having 
pledged himself that these things should be rectified after the pits 
had again commenced working and previous to the binding, he by 
advertisement called a meeting of the trade to be held at Chester- 
le-street on the morning of December the 20th, " and that two men 
from each collienr be directed to attend." This was objected to 
by Mr. Martindafe, the clerk of the trade of the river Wear, on the 
ground << lest such meeting should hazard a recurrence of the late 
disturbances," and ** that the river Wear does not in itself constitute 
the coal-trade, but that the rivers Tyne, Hartley, Blythe, and Cow- 
pen, form also a principal part thereof," &c. This being also in- 
serted in the papers, with Mr. Nesfield's answer to the objections 
contained therein, he by another, advertisement dated December 
die 26th and addressed ** to the coal owners of the rivers Tyne and 
Wear, and of Hartley, Blythe, and Cowpen," called a meeting to 
be held at the same place on the 3d of January, 1811, when printed 
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** PropoMlt for regulating the contracts between the coal-owners 
aitd their pitmen on tlie rivers Tyne and Wear, and of Hartley, 
Blythei and Cowpen, submitted to their <xHuideration, at a special 
ineeting held at Cbeater-le-etreet, on Thursday, the 3d of January, 
1811, by the Rev. William Nesfield, one of bis Majesty's justices of 
the peace for the County of Durham." These proposals, which 
were agreed to by the coal-owners, have been the basis of the agree- 
ments with the pitmen ever since. 

By the words " binding time" is meant the day from which the 
contract is made in one year until the same day in the next year, 
when it expires. The time when it is made is uncertain — some' 
times a month or six weeks before the old coutract ceases. Pre- 
Tious to 1810, when there was a great scarcity of pitmen, a bounty 
called " binding money" was given, which at some collieries was as 
hiRh as twenty guineas a man, but which is now entirely done awar. 
The binding money in 1800 was from 10 to IS guineas a man. In 
1804, from IB to 20 guineas. In 1B09, five guineas, and by Mr. 
Neifield's proposak it was to be the same as the year preceding. 



"nie fbUowing wood^cut illustratioa, drawn to a scale of one 
fbot to an mch, is a correct representation of the immense coffin 
which was made for the body of Mr. Coulthard, whose deUh is 
stated at page SG8. 
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A. 

Accidents, Thomas Heron. 43; John 
Rob800,66 ; Hteleton and Moi8es,76 ; 
a boy, 99; Newcastle Theatre, 159; 
John Larobton and Mary Gregg, 197 ; 
Andrew Percy, 208; Thomas Bell, 
80i; at lime kilns, 206, 860; Mr. Ni- 
cholson, SIS; two boys, 280; Mr. 
Thomas Gibson, 284; Misses Carr 
and Donkin, 268; a boy, 254 ; Mr. 
Henderson, 261 ; two preachers, 290 ; 
coble upset, 800; a boy, 884; boiler 
burst, 841 ; George Henderson, 844 ; 
Mr. Heron, 877 ; at Burradon, 881. 

Acta, for Newcastle, 66, 147; for Stock- 
ton, ISO, 148; for Shields, 228; Scots- 
wood bridge, 260; South Shields, 251 ; 
Carlisle railway, 262; Shields ferry, 
264; Morpeth bridge, 264, 841. 

Adams, Mr. John, 8^. 

Addenda, the, 868. 

Aflhiys, ate Riots. 

Agricola, Julius, his fleet, 122. 

AU>ion, street, and place, 60. 

Allan, George, esq., death of, 8. 

Allan, George, esq., lajrs foundation, 84 ; 
his museum, 161; tracts, 169; death 
of, 222 > 

Allan, George, esq., death of, 874. 

Allan, James, death of, 60. 

All Saints' church, steeple fali$t 6 ; wall 
fills, 9 ; fire in, 22B ; pews of, 877. 

Almshouses at Darlington, 182. 

Alnwick,— mechanics' institution, 180, 
802; church-yard, 288. 

Anatomy, subjecu for, 190, 280, 888. 

Anderson, major, presento a painting, 
24 ; presents insects, 161 ; benefac- 
tor to St. Thomas' chapel, 282; his 
death, 810; sstcs a ship's crew, 882. 

Anderson Place, account of, 810. 

Andrew's, St., church, 2i. 114. 

. Antiburgher meeting house, 70. 

ANTiQuirnsAWD Co»s rouND^Cheese- 
bum Grange, Halton Chesters, 12, 
170; Gallowhill, 28; Tunstall, 26; 
Liongnewton, 81 ; North Shields, 87, 
122; Whitley castle, Monkwearmouth, 
41 ; White-house, 42; Newcastle, 68, 
64, 66, 186, 801 ; Ewart park. Chat- 
ton, 78; Chester Hope, 84 ; Alnwick, 



96; Chester, 102; Ulcbester, 104; 
Carlev-hill, 182; Berwick, 188; 
Thrislington, 160; North Charlton ; 
170; Shawdon; 241; TyneuMnith* 
266; Hexham, 282; Bumhall, 874; 
Morton Banks, 876 ; South Shield^, 
877; Morpeth, 866. 

Antiquarian society, established, 70 ; lint 
meeting, 75; remove to the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, 181 ; Ro- 
man remains discovered by, 802. 

Arcade, the Royal, 808. 

Argyle, duke of, 68, 88. 

Armstrong tried for witchcraft, 869. 

Arts, first exhibition of, 168; Northern 
Academy of, 219, 898. 

Ascension day, §ee Barges. 

Ask, an, found in stone, 202. 

Assises, first spring, 1 18 ; judges leavw 
Newcastle, 260 ; arrive from the weit» 
842. 

Associations— Newcastle armed, 7, 14, 
69; Durham, 17; Loyal Standard, 
260 ; East India formed at Newcastle, 
267; at Shields and Sunderlandi 288^ 

Asylum for prostitutes at Newcastle, 
809; Sunderiand, 840. 

Atkinson, Mr. Henry, 241. 

Atlee, Mrs., 4, 877. 

Auckland and Durham castles, 878b 

Austria, archdukes of, 96. 

B. 

Bailey, John, esq., 120. 

Bsillie, rev. John, 80. 

Bailiff.gate and Castle-street, 09. 

Baird's, Mr., Freebooter, 206. 

BaUoons, Sadler's, 98; Green's, 184^81^ 
818; Lunardi's, 877. 

Balls, at Newcastle, a masked, 1 19 ; ba- 
chelors' fancy dress, 160; mnd mocj 
dress, 190; subterranean, 248 ; grtnd 
fancy dress, 847; fancy dress, 861 j al 
Durham, bachelors', 216, 288; Mr. 
Russell'^ 289 j grand fancy dren» 861. 

Balls, tm Cannon. 

Bamborough, deer's horns at, 41; toad 
in a wall, 60 ; duel near, 197. 

Banks, Sortees & Co's. U; savingi', 
109; branch bank, 217; joint stock. 
896. 



406 



INDSX« 



Bmm, procMBoni of, 48, 66» 81, 197, 

S08, 899, aei. 

Btfoard, lord, of age, 47. 

Baniaid Cattk, put of fiaU% llO; rock 
fiOli, 801. 

Bsniea, Mr. Thomas, 6. 

Bamckf at Newcaatlt, 81. 

Banington, bishop, his portrait, school to 
commemorate, 1 41 ; death of, 195. 

Baths at Newcastle, 877. 

Basaar at Newcastle, 888. 

Beaumont, heir to the house of, 860. 

Badale, Dr.^ the swimmer, 804. 

Bade, Tenerable reaiains of, 800. 

Bedforth, John, his wiU, 869. 

Badliogton, discoreries at, 1 10 ; tnga- 
dj,898. 

Beggar and his dog, 5. 

BcUby, Mr., Ralph, 380. 

Belford, church at, 869. 

Bell, esq., Matthew, plate to, 884^ 

Bell, Mir. Joseph, 848 moIs. 

Bells— Winlaton, 885; Gateshead, 840 ; 
Sunderland, 871 ; St. Nicholas, 874^ 

Benwell estate, 68; chapel, 804» 899; 
hall, 886. 

Berwick— pier, 58 ; large halL 61 ; cem- 
etenr, 114; lighted, 148; George IV. 
•Bchorsoff, 151 ; lighthouse, 194. 

Betsjr Cains, loss of the, 800. 

Bett¥, the jroung Roscius, 85. 

Bewick, Bir. Thomas,887. 

Bewick and Dunbar's exhibition, 860. 

Bioo&APBicAL NoTicis— Mr. Solomon 
Hodgson, 8; George Allan, esq., 8; 
Mrs. Montagu, Mrs. Atlee, countess 
of Tjrrconnell, 4; Mr. Thomas 
Barnes, 6 ; Mr. Robert Harrison, 11 ; 
Henry Swinburne, esq.. Sir Robert 
Chambers, 18 ; Mr. Joseph Richard- 
■on, 14 : Mr. William Chamley, Mr. 
Joseph Ritson, 15; Thomas Houston, 
18 ; Rev. J. D. Carlyle, 80 ; Dr. WiU 
liam Paley, 84; Mr. William Lam. 
•haw, 86; Rct. Hugh Moises, 88; 
Rev. John Brand, 89; Mr. John 
Cade, Rev. John fiaillie, 80; Rev. 
George Walker, 81 ; earl Grey, 88, 
85 ; admiral Roddam, 84 ; lord Dela- 
▼al, 85; Dorothy Turnbull, 87 ; John 
Chisholm, Robert Sanderson, 41 ; An- 
drew Robinson Stoney Bowes, 51 ; 
admiral CoUingwood, 58 : Sir Thomas 
Conyers,65, 811, 880; James Allan, 
60 ; Rev. Percival Stockdale, 68 ; Sir 
M. W. Ridley,bart., 71 ; George CuU 
ley, esq.. 78 ; Granville Sharp, esq-. Sir 
H. V. Tempest, hart, 78 ; Mr. Isaac 
Gamer, 75: Mr. William Hutchin- 
•on, 79 ; £dw. Hussey Delaval, esq., 
Mr. Thomas Spence, 85 ; Rev. Dr. 
SotCt, 86; Mr. Thomas Thomp- 
son, 98; Mr. William Richardson, 
105; duke of Northumberland, 107; 



Mr. Robert WilktnaoB, WtlHaflB Bur. 
don, esq., 11 1 ; the family of CooBOKNi, 
118,118; Mr. O. W. Meadley, 117; 
Mr. John MitcfaeU, 119 ; John Bailey, 
esq., 180; Mr. George Gray, 185; 
duchess of Northumberland, 189; 
Michael Bryan, esq., 188 ; Mr. Rob- 
ert Reed, 184; Mr. William Cani, 
185; Mr. William Wonldfaave, 140; 
Mrs. F. £. King, Mrs. fVareth, 148; 
Stephen George Kemble, esq., 148; 
Mr. John Emerf, 140; Mrs. Serah 
Hodgson, 158; Dr. CoIUngwood, 154; 
Robert Doubledav, esq.. Dr. George 
Edwards, 156; Dr. Charles Button, 
157; Mr. Henry Taylor, 150; Mr. 
James Brown, 165 ; Mr. Charles Gib- 
son, Miss Hindmanh, 108 ; Mr. Jas. 
Pringle, 178; Rev. Robert Clarke, 
178rwUliam Richardaoo, esq., 176; 
Mr. Thomas Charlton Sykes, 185; 
Mr. John Marshall, 187; Dr. John 
FuUer, 189 ; Rev. John Smiih, 198; 
Charles John Brandling, esq., 194; 
bishop Barrington, 195; Mrs. Jane 
Watts, Sir Thomas Burdon, 197 ; Mr. 
William Vasey, 199; Rev. Richard 
Waliis, 80S; Mr. John Scott, Dr. 
Henderson, 814 ; Sir John IVwr^yan, 
818; Thomas Thompson, 880; Geo. 
Allan, esq.. Mr. Thomas FVyer Bau- 
son, 888; Mr. Thomas Bewick, 887; 
Mr. William Shiekl,8S7; Mr. Henry 
Atkinson, 841 ; Mr. Benj. Thompson, 
847; William Stevenson, esq., 840; 
Thomas William Carr,esq.,860; Shr 
John Hullock, 858; Mr. Thooan 
Coulthard, 868; William Bnlmer, 
esq., 881; Mrk Gascoigne, 897; Mr. 
Edward Walker, 808 ; WiUiam Scott, 
806; Mr. John Mitford, 887; Mr. 
Eneas Mackensie, 848 ; Christopher 
Cookson, esq., 856; George Allan, 
esq., 874; Thoma« Squire, 877; Mr. 
James Sands, Mr. Ralph Beilby, 880; 
Mr. Ralph Dee% 885 ; colonel Fen- 
wick, 886; Dr. Trotter, 898; Sir 
Walter Scott, hart, 896. 

Bishopwearmouth church, 80; chapels, 
805, 864,876. 

Blackett-street formed, 175. 

Blake Cbesters, 184. 

Blackett, Sir William, 81 1 iMfe. 

Blenkinsopp's, Mr., engine, 74. 

Bluccoat school, 70. 

Boiler, steam engine, burst, 98, 841, 866. 

Bond-street formed, 156. 

Bourdeaux, mayor of, 98. 

Bow, St. Blary le, 869. 

Bowes, Andrew Robinson Stoney, 51, 
68. 

Bow^ esq., Georse, 878. 

Bowling green at Newcastle, 805. 

Brand. £&v. John, 89. 

Brandling, esq., Charles John, 169, 104. 



Bndga, New, ind itnM, Tft 

Bupen— Nawcutlc, 7, 70; iron, at 
EgglMclin, IS; £l*M,ga; Hijdon, 
90, W: Tliropton.M; AlleiKtelr, 73; 
LambtoD, ISO 

KMin), ISl i 
pton-buro, 
M Sbictd*, 
IM, iSfi; 
near Horpe 
Mar Haltwhit 
Furd (wooden 



rclwin),!60,t9a; Uoniab,abi,Ml ; 
Whorllon, SM, SU (chain), Wi; orcr 
the DMW(nt,«M;D«ar MitToni.SUi 



near Stociiton (chain), ttfi; Blacic- 
weU Ford, 362; Winch (chain), 871. 

BrockeU'a, Mr., libiar*, 168. 

Brown, Mr. , Jamea, 165. 

Bninawii'k, duka of, 1B7. 

Bninawick-placa chapel. Its, tSt. 

BrjtD, M., Miehaal, IBS. 

Bull-ring*, ISO, 1S6. 

Bulla balWd, lt7. 

Bulmar, Mr., WilUain, SSI. 

Buof, a, carried away, M. 

Burdon, Sir Tbomaa, 1II7. 

Butdoo, Mr., WiUiam, 111. 

Buma' club, S38. 

Butcbcn' marketi, SI, EM, tSO. 



Cid*, Mr., John, SO. 

Campi, 7, S3. 

Canal and Cut at Stockton, A9, SK, 

Caikdidatea, 100. 

Cant, Mr., William, ISB. 

Carfaam, Tolaatacra at, Sfi. 

Carr, nq., Tbomaa WlHiMD, SSO. 

Can, WiUiam, Mrong man, IBT. 

Culiol lower and Stnet, lU, 16S. 

Carljle, Rer. J. D., U. 

CaioliM, queen, IX. 

Cannon balla in Fi)trim.atnM gai^ 10 ; 

Berwick, 61 ; Carliol tourer, 6^ IBl ; 

6rcdinlo GateriMad,74i Ncwgau,I6S. 
CaMOn'a, Rrr. Mr., eiempthKi, t36> 
Cactle of NcwcaiUa, 60, 66. 

Catholic, HI Roman. 

Cemalerj, WeitgaC*.hill, SBfi, 168. 

Centenariani, aai Longeritjt. 

Chamber*, Sir Robert, IS. 

Cupiu-Whiiworth, IB; Durham, W^ 
800; SoDlh Shield*, 4S, ISi, ISt; Son- 
darland, 68 ( Gibiide, 6H; Stockton, 
73; NewtaBtle,7MtB,UtM9e,M7, 
eSB, ess, S6«, £88; ChcMar, 80; 
North Shield*, 106, 109; Wooier, 110; 
Hunuhaugb, ll&i Tblratoa, leeiOoe- 
forth, ie6; Hewortb, 131; Lowick, 
118; Darlineton, lU,e01,S10; Ncw- 
bolllc, 181 i^adbern, 183; RainlOD, 
187; Bi>hopw«niK)ulh,18a,e0a,ESl, 
£76; SkincliA, 199; Blfth, iOO; 
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ConiicliA, COI ; Staladrop, W5, 
Montwearmoutfa. 807, 888 ; Wafk- 
woith,eae; North Cowton, 809; Hnr. 
worth, 818; Hexham, ei7, SSI, MB, 
811; Brandllng.placo.eH ; Grecnbaad, 
885; MorpeSi, 8U; Ajcliffb, 8Ui 
Berwick, 855; Fernhlll, £68; Wlib 
laton, 878 ; Seaton Carew, 805 ; Ua. 
wonh,301 ; Benwell, SM,S99; Noltb 
Sunderland, 306; Hetton, 316; Dn^ 
do,8ftI, SaS; HaU Taid«,aSE. 

Charlono, pTincoa, IDS, 117. 

Chamie;, Mr. William, 16. 

Charilic*, enquiry into, 861, 387. 

Chartrea, dtike de, 857. 

Child and letter found, 874. 

Chlael, an antique, 167. 

Cholera Morbu*, SSt, SS8, 3W, SIS, SU, 
8*7,3" 



Clergv memorial, SS8. 

Clack,Durham,40;St.NiEbolaa,199,SeB. 

Cloth market, Newcaulc, 8fiS. 

Coach from Penrith, 386. 

Coeiaflritwon— Percy Main, 10; Juk 
r»w, 16; Bewicki, 13, 61; Sooa 
Sbleldi,6a; Helton, 161; SfwinnrelL 
19S; Goaforth, 813; Vend, SSI ( 
Richmond ■hilling, 889, SSS; ftnm 
S«ham,a06; WiOdrfdgc, 806. 

CorriNi, Uan*, *kb Sxiukih* woBwa. 
—at Bow*don, 1; at Tynemoath.n^ 
35; Heih*m, 81, Ajrdon Common, 
W; North Shield*, 68; Floddan FMd, 
60; Sunderland, 61 ; NawcaKle, 61, 
71; Chatton church, 78; Old Earia, 
79; Collingwood Main, 83; TunalaD, 
86; North Shore, SS; Moukwav. 
mouth, 93; Boldon church, 98; Bat. 
ton, 101 I Flodden Field, 1€0; Be4- 
ItngtOD, 110; Collingwood BlatD, II6| 
Monk Hetledon, """ "" *" 



181; Carler-hill. 188; Stagataair. 
hou**, 118; ThHtlington, 160; Wai^ 
den Law, 150; Milieetd-hill, ISl; 
Fulwell-hiil, 1B6; Halton CbeMm, 
170; North Charlton, 170; caatle of 
Nawcaatie, 178; FaatbantoiM eaiO^ 
175; Hartbum, 183; Tjrncmoatk, 
809; Ha*atotv.hill,8ia; Hlllfleld-hlU, 
816; Villa ReaJ, 819; near Seahaa, 
818; acaham,8a6: Sunderland, 898; 
Low FHar-rtreet, Newcaitle, f" 
near Ueiham, 888; Ttnemonlh, 
Unham, 888; Hlgb-hridgc, I 
Sundcrtand, 866; Durham abbef, 
865; St Nlehola*' church, 399; 

Coin, new •llrar, 101. 

Coina, (*■ Antlquitie*. 

Collierle*' aodetj, 77. 

CoLuiaiaa nutn an ixcimAira— 
Wallaetid, 16; Hebbum,85; OmIo**, 
85 ; Killingwonh, 87 ; UamtoB, 
10, KiUlngworlh, 47; Felling, fl»{ 
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He]TlD([{U»»fl9; ColIiBgwood,78; Fat- 
fl«ld, 74; FeJiing, 76; Pern Mmin, 
79 ; Uebbnro, 85; Leafleld, 66 ; H«a. 
ton,89;Newbottle,91; Sberiff-biU, 92 ; 
Newbottle,9e; Neibiuns,9&; Sboriff- 
bill, 95 ; Hmrrtton, 105 ; Jftirow, 107; 
Oa&toa, 106; Rainton, 109; Walls. 
end, lU; Sheriff-hill, ISI ; Lumlay, 
183; Jarrow, 189; Raintoii, 136 1 
Coslodge, 185 ; NtwboCUe, 141 '; 
Wallseod, 141; Felling, 146; Otu- 
ton, 160; Walker, 164 ;Rainton, 166; 
Lumley, 179 ; Newbottle, 160 ; Har. 
raton, 166; Hebbnrn, 169; Jairow, 
193; Townley Main, 197; Uewortb, 
196; BenweU, 199; Lumley, 807; 
Fawdon, 809; Jarrow, 816; Hough- 
Con, 88S; Wasbingtoa, 881 ; Town, 
ley Main, 885 ; Killingwortb, 851 ; 
NewbotUe, 855; WiUington, 869; 
Jarrow. 879; Wreckenton, 904; 
WilUngton, 380 Beainisb,844; New. 
bottle, 366; Benabam,371. 

Collingwood, admiral lord, 53. 

Collingwood, Dr., 154. 

Collingwood-fltreei, 50, 54. 

Columns, 86,66, 66, 100. 

Common, a singular family, 118. 

Conscience, Court of, 385. 

Contests, 363, 364, 401. 

Coronations, 135, 311. 

Cookson, esq., Isaac, jim., 84, 353. 

Cookson, esq., Christopher, 868, 366, 

oDO. 

Cookson, esq., Isaac, bis notes, 366. 

County courts, 44, 57. 

Cooyers, Sir Thomas, 55, 311, 380. 

Corn law petitions, 80, 69. 

Comsay almAouses,65. 

Cordwainers' procession, 166. 

Coulthard, Mr., 866 ; his coflBn, 404b 

Crosses, 39, 66. 

Crows nest and trefe, 108. 

CuUey, George, esq., 78. 

Custom bouse branch, 96. 

D. 

Darlington, town ball, 34 ; alms- bouses, 
138 ; lighted, 864 ; rejoicings at 368 ; 
first election at 408. 

Davison, William, tried, 370. 

Dayy, Sir Humphry, 107. 

Dead bodies discovered, 190, 830, 363. 

Deer's hornsfound,41,70, 134^ 140. 

Dees, Mr. Ralph, 385. 

Delayal, lord, 35 ; Edward Hussey, 85. 

Dispensary, at North Shields, 18 ; Aln- 
wick, 91. 

Disappearance of John Margett's, 801 ; 
of Mr. Gibson, 834. 

Distillery, an illicit, 147. 

Docks, 19, 1 10. 

I>og, attachment of a, 85. 

Doubleday, Robert, esq., 156. 



Drought and Rain, 871. 

Drummond, Mr. Thomas, 875^ < 

Ducrow's amphithaatre, 866. 

Duels, 197,907,806. 

Dunbar's, Mr. cihibition, 805 ; mnd Mr. 
Bewick, 36a 

DuEBAM, gaol,44; boundaries^ 67; school* 
70; oldgaol, 138; register office, IS; 
library, 134; Barrington, bishop of* 141* 
195; Van MUdert, Mshop of, 196$ vWtt 
various towns, 806, 807 ; Galilee opeocd 
for lectures, 817 ; tdnginc on the rathe 
dral, 816 ; young man talb from« tt4; 
church estate bill, 861 ; oaivcntej hiU, 
367: penances in, 868 ; plate fbr laccsb 
870; deanery repaired, 878; caatio re- 
paired, 873; council cbamhery 878; 
discoveries, 365. 

Durham tragedies, 898, 898. 

Dust, a column of, 391. 



East India, see Associationa. 

Ebb, a lo^ spring, 176. 

EcccMTRics— Francis HUl, I ; Williaai 
Barron, William TbompeoB, 8 ; I«hi 
Long, 18; Edward Coulaoa, 4S ; Oft- 
niel Todd, 69; James Rohioson, 78; 
John Mofikt, 99 ; Adam Tarkor, MOt 
Dicky, 104; William Purvis^ 118»81i^ 
305, 387; John Marshall, 188; D o ^ 
min Starkey, 146 ; James Brown, 165; 
William Henderson, 814 ; AhellflMdd 
Henderson, 816 ; William Scott, 886$ 
Hugh Smith, 309; George Clark, 897; 
Thomas Sjquire, 877. 

Edmund's, SL, chapel, 56. 

Edward I. at Durham, 868. 

Edwards' feat, 86a 

Edwards, Dr. 156. 

Eel, a p— ■rkabiy large, 379l 

Elephmit an^ at Newcastle, 880. 

Eldon, lord, created lord high ebanctllor, 
6; opposes the branch cuatom-hoM^ 
and portrait of, 96; created an maif 
135 ; square named after hia lofidddp, 
175,303; corporation subscribe to the 
Eldon Testimonial, freedom of Biiilol 
to, 856, 857. 

Elibank, lord, and volunteers, 85. 

EUison, Miss, married, 850. 

Elwick church repaired, 77. 

Elswick shot tower, 60. 

Emery, Mr. John, 149. 

England, branch bank of, 817. 

Engine, Mr. Blenkinsop's, 74. 

EsUogton, entertainment at, 886. 

EzKcuTioNs— .^< Neweaedef TboBaa 
Clare, 85 ; James O'NeUl, 101 ; Chaa. 
Smith, 108; Jane Jameson, 844; «z. 

ysnses attending, 845.— >.^l Ih^kam, 
ohn Carleton, 10, John Moses, 15; 
Richard Metcalfe, 85; John Graig, 
101; George Atcheaon, 118; John 
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King, 122; Heniy Aiid«ncMi, 145; 
Robert Peat, 151 ; Tbomes Clarke, 
S91 ; John Walker and Mark Sharp, 
969; John Harrlpon, 870; Thomas 
Wilton, John Brady, Andretr Miller, 
Andreir Lanffland,and RobertEvans, 
S71 ; Stephen Browne, Arthur Hewit- 

' eon, Dand Steel, Ann Bone, and Jane 
Brown, 971 : Margaret Middleton, 
876; W. Jobling, S88. At Morpeth, 
John Scott, 9 ; Martin O'B ryan, 89 ; 
John Boyd, 47 ; Joseph Charlton, 1 18 ; 
John Wilkinson, and WiUlam Surtees 
Hetherington, 140; Mark Lawson, 
and William Corrie, 145. AtBtrwiok, 
Grace Griffin and Margaret Dryden, 
166. 

Eiplosions, see Collieries. 

^ye infirmary, Newcastle, 146. 

F. 

Fairies, Mr., murdered, 965, 888. 

Fairs, 81, 196,884. 

Fi|lstone church, 187. 

Fell, road through the, 18a 

Keawick, lieutenant-colonel, 886* 

Ferries, steam, 189* 864. 

Ferry-hill, chapels at, 866. 

Ferer-house, aee Recorery. 

F%fat, a prise, 179. 

Fire Office, North British, 806. 

Fire-works and boy killed, 99. 

Rmssal NeweoMtle ami Us Neigkbomrhood 
—at Hawks', 7, II, 18; Ouseburn, 
11, 86; three tents, 14; sloop Elisa, 
88; BellVcourt, 86; Gateshead, 87, 
68,886, 856, 878; Bigo^market, 89; 
White Cross, 86; New Pandon-street, 
64; Mosley-street, 70; WestmOe- 
street, 74; CIaTenng-place,76; Pnd- 
ding-chare, 101; ship Fly in tbtf Tyne, 
106; ship Hartford in the Tyne, 
111; Ouseburn, 199; Close, 189; 
•Oosebom, 147; Westgate-hill, 166; 
Gallowgate, 169; Forth-street, 164; 
Northumberland-street, 160 ; ship 
Pomona, 171 ; Head of the Side, 186; 
GaUowgate, 189; Homsby's chare, 
197; Ouseburn, 816; Blue Anchor- 
ehare, 817; AU Saints' church, 888; 
Close, 890; Gateshead Fell church, 
847; Pandon-bank, 868; Angas'a- 
court, 878; Grindon»chare, 906; Foot 
of the Forth Banks, 946; Qnay, 877; 
Fandon-dean,S80; Orchaid-street,898. 
At variom P&iees— Berwick, 4, 70, 9d, 
178; HarbotUe, 7; Old Town, 9; 
Durham, 18; North Shields, 19, 81, 
101) 108, 179 ; South Shields, 90, 85, 
88, 70, 859, 840; Alnwick, 84, 806; 
Merry Shields, 87 ; East Lilbum, 99 ; 
Hexliam, 40; GMbrth-house, 40; 
near Bamardcastle, 44> 180; Walwick, 
68; Gosforth, 86; Harrington, 99; 
Butterby, 96; Brinkbum, 100; ship 
yOL. II. 4 



Flora, lOl, at Sunderland, 186, 147, 
168, 197,866; Darlington, 104; Hex- 
ham, 1 16 ; Westoe, 188 ; Mookssaton, 
199; Stockton, 199, 889; Heworth, 
196, 146; Seaton Delaval, 149; 
Moorsley Banks, 166; Carr's-hill, 171 ; 
near Bywell, 179 ; Tweedmouth, 178, 
874; Chester-le-street, 179, 805; Balk- 
well, 181; Etal-mlU, 188; Dukes- 
field, 189 ; Lonning-bum, 195 ; Soota- 
wood, 196; Hendon-lane, 801 ; Lang- 
ley, 817; Snipe-house, 818; Lanton- 
house, 850; Monkwearmouth, 868, 
889; High Warden, 868; Low Angu 
ertoo, 864; Redhouse farm, 867; 
Swalwell, 884; Warkworth church, 
886; Presson farm, 881; Selaby-hall, 
896; Rising Sun, 978 ; ship Cumber- 
land, 988; Tanfield Moor staith, 984b 

Fish markets, 167, 189, 850, 876, 88a 

Fish, in a stone, 178; knife in a, 179; 
spectacles in a, 189. 

Floods— 98, 99, 46, 47, 96, 119, 178, 181, 
801, 809, 880, 867, 868, 886. 

Forth, Bfraeaa at the, 979. 

Fossil trees discoTered, 868. 

Freedoms presented to— earl Percy, 98$ 
earl Grey, 99; lord Coningwood.69; 
lord Exmouth and Sir David Milne, 
104; duke of Northumberland, 114; 
duke of Sussex, 158 ; the lord bishop 
of Durham, 807 ; duke of Wellington, 
811; marquis of Londonderry, 819; 
earl of Eldon, 867; lord Edward Flti- 
clarence jM^ 

Free Masons, 69, 60, 86, 110, 194b 

French emigrant clergy, 10. 

Friars Goose, affray at, 964. 

Friends* meeting house, 166 ; loytHij of 
the, 800. 

Frog, a, in coal, 116. 

Frosts, severe, 77, 886. 

Fuller, Dr. John, isa 

O. 

Gangways for steam-boats, 844. 

Gaolof Newcastle, prisoner leaps from, 
81 ; act for new, 147 ; old one taken 
down, 160; portcullis of, 168 1 found- 
ation of, 169 ; finished, 984. 

Gaol of Durham,44 ; old taken down, 188. 

Gamery Mr. Isaac, 76. 

Gas, Newcastle lighted with, 109 ; Unks, 
188 ; explosion, 186 ; Stockton lighted, 
190; North Shields, 191; Berwick, 
149; explosion, 144; Durham lighted* 
170; Sunderland lighted, 171 ; South 
Shields, 199 ; St John's church UghU 
ed, 816 ; new woi^ at South Shields^ 
861 ; St. Nicholas' church clock light- 
ed, 869; Darlington lighted, 884. 

Gascoigne, Mrs. ElixabeUi, 897. 

Gateshead, Fell, a rectory, 60 ; new 
church, 174; organ, 176; rectory 
house, 189; fire in new church, 847« 

F 
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Oatishxad, St. Edmund'i chapel, 66; 
stained glass frtndow, 126 ; new organ^ 
171 ; boundaries, 175; new road, 180; 
hackney coach, 196; streets named, 
SOI ; peal of bells, 240; reform bill ce- 
lebrated at, S94; first representatiTe, 
402. 

George III., his Jubilee, 46, 49; half 
century, 69 ; his interment, 128. 

George IV., proclaimed, 127; corona- 
tion, 186; in Berwick roads, 161 ; an- 
niversary, 240; death, 276 ; interment, 
279. 

Gibside, chapel and column, 68. 

Gibson*s, Mr. John, stained glass win- 
dows, 201, 216« 283. 

Gibson, Mr. Charles, 168. 

Gibson, Mr. Thomas, 234. 

Gilesgate moor divided, 109. 

Gilmore's, Mr., discovery, ITS. 

Glass makers' procession, 166. 

Gordon, duke of, 206. 

Graham, Mr., found dead, and attach- 
ment of a dog, 25. 

Grainger, Mr. Richard, 244, 265, 282, 
803. 

Gray, Mr. George, painter, 186. 

Green's balloons, 184, 312, 318. 

Grey, earl, death of, 33. 

Grey, sir Henry, 35. 

Grey, earl, meetings in conseouence of 
the resignation of, 366, 368 ; his recep- 
tion in the north, 391 ; address to, 396. 

Grey, Jean, her peijury, 376. 

Greystead church, 116. 

Grocers' and Spicers' company, 320. 

Guineas found in rubbish, 91. 

Gunpowder, explosion of, 180. 

Gustard, Thomas, dinner to, 170, 

H. 

Hackney coaches, 171, 196. 

Hail, shower of, 392. 

Harrison, Mr. Robert, 11. 

Hartlepool, pier, 66, 71 ; bones of deer, 
70; docks, railway, and pier, 62. 

Harvest, a late, 1. 

Hay and straw markets, 178. 

Hazlitt, hung in chains, 376. 

Hedley, Joseph, murdered, 189. 

Henderson, Dr, William, 214. 

Henderson, George, killed, 844. 

Hermits, licenses to, 368. 

Heron-street, Newcastle, 65. 

Heron, Mr., killed, 877. 

Hetton, an affray at, 863. 

Hew'orth, coins found, 74 ; new chapel, 
18i. 

Hexham, lighted with oil, 160; scots* 
church at, 186; fair, 196; catholic 
chapels, 217, 231, 282, 841 ; part of the 
church falls, 226 ; ancient stones found, 
282; lighted and watched, 286; first 
election at, 40 J. 

High- bridge, discoveries in Ihc, St>l. 

Hilda, St., South Shields, 65. 



Hindmtrsb, Misa^ 168. 

Hirings, 164, 206. 

Hodgson, Mr. SolqpooD, 2 ; Mn.» 16Si 

Holland, deliverance of, 76. 

Holy laland, 102, 876. 

Holy Land, pilgrimages to^ 96B. 

Hood, esq., Anthony, 66 Mfs. 

Horses, Uke fright, 8; four killed, 7; 
lost, and two drivers, 6; becked into 
Dean-street, 31 ; and men killed| 46^ 
47; Uke fright, 236. 

Horticultural Society, 178. 

Hospitals, at Newcastle, 80, 106, 186. 

Houses, fall of, 86 ; and shops number- 
ed, 196. 

Hughes, Miss, 220. 

HuUock, sir John, 268. 

Hurricanes, 80, 87, 102. 

Hurworth church and achool, 809. 

Hutchinson, Mr., historian, 79. 

Hutchinson, J. and 1., murderedi 829l 

Hutton, Dr. and Mr8.,.167. 

I. 

Illuminations, 8,76, 79, 80, 81, 182. 

Impress, at Newcastle, 12 ; keelmen, 14. 

Incendiary letter, 266. 

Independent chapels, 106, 244. 

Infant Schools, 186. 

Infirmary at Newcastle, 6, 71, 141 ; for 

the eye, 146; at Sunderland, 117. 
Ingham, esq., William, 71. 
1 ngham, esq. , Robert, elected Recorder* 

of Berwick, 866 ; first representative 

for South Shields, 402. 
Innis, George, escape of, 46. 
Invasion, alarm of, 19. 
Ireland, duke of Northumberland lord 

lieutenant of,<41 ; insurance on plate* 

•nd departure, 243. 

J. 

Jackson, Mr John, his treat, 316. 

James, Henry, tried and pilloried, 871. 

Jameson, Thomas, engraver, 876. 

Jarrow slake trial, 370. 

Jerusalem temple, 146. 

Jobling, hanged and gibbetted, 866. 

John's, St., church, 216, 836. 

John's, Su, chapel, 262, 306. 

Jones, Paul, the pirate, 376. 

Jubilees, celebrated, 46, 49, 316. 

Jubilee schools, 66, 141. 

Judges, leave Newcastle, 260; arrive 

from the west, 342. 
Judge, a French, at Newcastle, 1 16. 

K. 

Keelmen, impressed, 14 ; riot, 69 ; strike 

work, 164, 166 ; trial, 176 ; riot, 872. 
Kemble, Stephen George, esq., 146. 
Kent, Mr., and velocipede, 147. 
Keswick estate, 363. 
Killingworth, races at, 261. 
Kine. Mrs., 143. 



jvuiingwortn, rac 
King, Mrs., 143. 

King's meadows, 



Mrs., 143. 

meadows, races on, 276, 800, 861. 
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Lambert's le«p, accident at* SIS. 

Lambton, William, ^aq., 870 maU. 

Lambton, John Geofge, esq., created a 
peer, 815; anDlTeiwry of hia 80u*s 
birth-^y, 8S7. 

Lambton park races, 141. 

Lamshaw, Mr. William, 86. 

Launch, see ships. 

Leases Terrace and crescent, 844, 903. 

Leopold, prince, 181. 

Letters, singular, 886, S59» S85. 

Libranr, Sunderland, 7 ; South Shields, 
18 ; North Shields, 88 ; Durham, 184; 
IBlr. Brockett's, 168. 

Licenses, 868. 

Life.boat8,9, 10, 110, 140. 

Liffhthouses, 11, 88, 65, 61, 185, 194. 

Limum tower, mansion at, 886. 

Lime-kilns, accidents at, 806, 860. 

Literary and Philosophical Society, lec- 
turesnip, 11, mummy, 140; original 
safety lamp, 148 ; museum, 151 ; found- 
ation laid by the Duke of Sussex, 158 ; 
cast of Milo, 887 ; mummy, 874. 

Londonderry, marquis of, 818 ; Seaham, 
^881 ; escape of, 860 ; new road, 867. 

Long, Dr. Luke, 18. 

LoNoiTiTT— Mary Brown, John Farrer, 
8; Ann Wilson, 4; Margaret Rob- 
eon, Eleanor Crowe, 5; John Bud- 
dler, 9; Alice Carr, 10; )Villiam Mor- 
ris, George Robson, 18 ; Ann Turner, 
18; Ann Parkin, 80; Mrs. Dunn, 
88 ; Sarah Stephenson, £dward Law- 
son, 84 ; Mrs. Kidd, 85 ; Ann Dixon, 
86; Barbara Coag, Ann Maddison, 
Hannah Gordon, 87; John Hunter, 
J. Moore, 89; Hodgson, Margaret 
Glanton, 81; Elisabeth Bickett, 
88; John Ramsay, Robert MeWille, 
William Robley, 84 ; Ann Angus, 85; 
Mary Graham,' Jane Orean, Isabella 
Manderille, Dorothy Turnbull, 87; 
Isabella Hounim, Mrs. Hodgson, 89 ; 
Sarah Hudson, 48; John Pattiaon, 
48; Mrs. Huntley, Mr. Waison, 
John Rutherford, 50 ; Matthew Hall, 
Mary Walker, 51 ; Margaret Gow- 
land, 58; Mary Potter, 54; Mrs. 
Douglas, 55; Andrew Bowmaker, 56; 
Mary Wolfe, Elizabeth Hall, her mo- 
ther, and brother, 57; Tibby Allan, 
Thomasin Robinson, 60 ; Mrs. Bla- 
key, Isaac Jackson, Richard Bentley, 
Margaret Milbum, James Crozier, 
Eleanor Smith, 61 ; Sarah Gibson, 
John Anderson, 68: Catherine Ais- 
bert, 65; Alice Turner, Margaret 
CUrk, 66 ; Isabella Sharp, 69; Wil- 
liam Snowdon, William Gantney, 
Sarah Robson, 71 ; Thomas Hunter, 
78; Cuthbert Vasey, Mary Gold, 73; 
Ann Rutherford, William Bell, 74; 
M n, Richardton, 74 ; Hugh Maclaine, 



77; John Yarrow, Margaret Touni, 
Mary Taylor, 78 ; Mary Pearson, 79'; 
Mrs. Johnson, Ann Corby, William 
Robson, 88; Ann Donnefl, William 
Middleton, Mary Tulip, Mary Porch, 
86, Eleanor Gibson, George Jewttt, 
James Sheriflf, Mrs. Thompson, Elea- 
nor Charlton, her brothers and sister, 
88 ; Stephen Watson, Jane Maddison, 
Mary Paddison, Ann Cumming, 89 ; 
Mrs. Allan, 91 ; Bridget Mahon, 98; 
Ann Appleby, Alice Blackett, 97; 
Ann Carpenter, Mary Henderson, 
Thomaa Coulaon. Ann Smith, John 
Wallace, Mary Richardson, 98 ; Do- 
rothy Philips, Jane Webster, 99 ; Mar- 
ffsret Archer, 101 ; William Elliott, 
Jane Jowsey, 108 ; Elizabeth Brode- 
rick, 108; John Lamb, William Wil- 
liamson, Isabella Thompson, 104; 
Margaret Stafford, Ann Tindal, John 
Bewick, 105 ; Margaret Cundell, 106 ; 
Mrs. Heron, 105; Sarah Forster, 106; 
John Maclay, Elizabeth Cams, Ralph 
Goflon, 105 ; Mary Stephenson , her 
mother, sisters, and a brother, Anne 
Moulter, Thomas Morrison, Marga- 
ret Lowery, Isabella Bumsides, 107; 
John Armstrong, 108 ; Margaret Da- 
vison, Mary Young, Hannah Robin- 
son, Thomas Ewart, Mary Usher, 
109; Jane Macdonald, Hannah and 
James Bell, Ann Hamilton, 1 10 ; Ca» 
therine Richardby, 114; Mrs. Potts, 
116; Elizabeth Clarke, 117; Alder 
Penman, Margaret Purvis, David 
Watson, Mary White, Eleanor Tiir-' 
ner, 1 18 ; Frances Water, Elizabeth 
Grey, Peter Green, 180 ; Mary Fer- 
guson, 181 ; Robert Mills, John 
White, John Stephenson, John Ander- 
son, Catherine Clark, Robert Roan, 
185; Mrs. Kentish, 186; Benjamin 
Gamett, 188; Margaret Lee, 189; 
Mary Carr, 130; Jane Rutherford, 
Ann Simpson, Jane Hall, 131 ; Mar- 

faret Rowland, Elizabeth Dryden, 
sabella Armstrong, Hannah Mar- 
shall, 133; Ann Rule, 135; Barbara 
Humble, 140; J. Morrison, Esther 
Marshall, Mrs. Stanton, 145; Samuel 
George, 146 ; Catherine Green, Wil- 
liam Mills, 153; James Ilderton, 159; 
Mary Robson, Isabella Burn, 166; 
Jane Young, Jane Downie, 168; 
Thomas GusUrd, 170; Mrs. E. Carr, 
Elizabeth Kirklcy, 170; Mrs. Dobson, 
171; Ann Hall, 17S; Jane Clazton, 
Jane Wayman, 178; Elizabeth Greg- 
ory, 179; Ann Jamieson, 180; Chns- 
tian Long, 181 ; Grace Cummins, 
Elspeth Manners, 183; Mary Barnes, 
184; Mary Verdy, 186; Margaret 
Nicholl, 187 ; Jane Rutherford, Abi- 
gail Gray, 189; Elizabeth Brown, 
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BMiiMh Middl«toii,JaiiiM Allan, UM ; 
JaiM Young, 195 ; Joho Drew, sod 
Thomas Fletcher, snd family, Jane 
Dryden, 196 ; Micholat Haiwell, Jane 
Robion, 199; Parkinson Wouldhave, 
SUO; WiUiam Geddes, 808; J. Green; 
806; Catherine Moralee, 809, 861 ; 
Thomas Graham, 818; Eliaabeth 
Rutherford, 814 ; Ann Usher, 815 ; 
Aleiander English, 816; John Clay, 
818; Isabella Eddy, 819; Thomas 
Thompson, 880; Ann Taylor, 888 ; 
Matthew FraU, 886; AUce Gibson, 
£44; Robert Davidson, 860; Joseph 
Dawson, 864; Roaetu Coats, 866; 
Thomas Thompson, 857 ; Ann Mus- 
mTe, 861; Ann Drybourgfa, 867; 
Elisabeth Maughan, 871; Ann Wat; 
■on, Francis Donkin, 875 ; Elisabeth 
Hodgson, 876 ; Sarah Clark, 877 ; 
Ann JSrskine, 880; George Scobart, 
884 ; Ruth Hays, 885; Maigaret Fen- 
wfek, 896 ; Robert fiolam, 805 ; Hugh 
Smith, IsabelU Smith, 809; Elisabeth 
Robeon, 884; Elisabeth Headley, 
887 ; James Lee, 848 ; Mary Dees, 
888 ; Elisabeth Coulson, 866. 

Jjonghorsley church, 189. 

Longnewton chuich, 81. 

JjoAf esq., James, elected recorder, 866i 

Idimlev efllgies, 885. 

Iiiiiiardi*s balloon, 877. 

Lynch, count, at Newcastle, 98. 



Machine for the Wear, 64. 

Mackensie, Mr. Eneas, 848. 

Maison da Dieu, 157. 

Man, a very large, 878. 

Manchester meeting, 188. 

MaM^etts, John, disappears, 901. 

MNurkets, at Newcastle, butchers*, 81; 
wheat, 66; TegeUble, 67; fish, 157, 
189; hay<and straw, 178 ; cattle, 879 ; 
swine, 868 ; Sunderland, 154, 178,860, 
880 ; Stockton, 178 ; Alnwick, 875. 

Marshall, blind Johnny, 188. 

Marshall, Mr. John, 187. 

Martin, Mr. WUliam, jaAOMcpAsr, 81. 

Martin, Mr. Jonathan, incendiary, 841. 

Martio, Mr. John, painter, 860. 

Mary*s, St., parsonage-house, 870. 

Masons, »ee Free. 

Matfin, Thomas, comes to life, 180. 

Mayor, /roeos on choosing the, 898. 

Meadley, G. W.,esq., 117. 

Mechanics' institutions, 178, 180, 808, 
866. 

MxDALs AMn Peiiuums— to Mr. Hen- 
ry Greathead, 9 : Mr. William Wat- 
■on, 88 ; Mr. William Tavlor, 86 ; 
Mr. Luke Clennell, 44; Mr. Isaac 
Jopling, senior, 66 ; Mr. Isaac Jopling, 
junior, 61 ; Mr. Thomas MachcU,67; 
m. Mr. Haggitt, 67; Mr. Willism 



Backhouae, 78 ; Mr. Thomas White, 
78; Mr. Edward Backhouse, 81 ; Mr.. 
WilUam MarUn,81 ; Dr. Clanny, 99; 
Mr. John Davison, 110; Mr. John 
Cooutton, 118 ; Mr. Andrew Morton, 
148; Mr. Henry Marshall, 168; Mr. 
Thomas Wilson, 806 ; Mr. John Scott, 
814 ; Mr. Thomas Fnrer Ranson, 888 ; 
Mr. John Martin, 860; Mr. John 
Reed, 851 ; Mr. Thomas G. Wright, 
876. 

Meldon, manor of, 868. 

Members first retomed under the Re- 
form Bill, 401. 

Mendicant, barbarity of a, 898). 

Mendicity society, 895. 

Merchants, new hall for the, 157. 

Methodist, an original, 188. 

MUdert, Dr. Van, insuUed, 196 ; const* 
crates Shincliflh chapeL 199; yIuU vari. 
ousiown^ laysjUie foundation ofWinla- 
ton church, and presented with the free- 
dom of Berwids, 806, 807 : consecrates 
Winlaton church, Greenheed chapel, 
and St. John's chureh, 884^ 885» 864 ; 
the clergy memorialise, 896» 

Militia, l^rthumberland, 75. 

Militia, whimsical exemption from, 886. 

Miller, the carrier, shot, 144. 

Miraculous, set Pkwerratloiis. 

Mitchell, Mr. John, 119. 

Mitford, Mr. John, 887. 

Moises, rer. Hugh, 88. 

Montagu, Mrs., 4. 

Moors and Commons, 0» 

Moot-hall, Newcastle, 60, 61. 

Morpeth gaol, 149; bridge, 854, 841. 

Mummies presented, 140^ 1^4. 

Murders— a father and son, 889 ; Mr. Ni- 
cholas Fairies, 865 ; Paston, 890. 

Murders, the perpetrators not discovered, 
Isabella Toung, 98; Joeeph Hcdley, 
189 ; John Errington, 854. 

Musical festiTals, 86, 178, 878. 

Music Hall, Newcastle, 866, 888. 

N. 

Natural History Society, 869. 

Nelson's victory, 7 ; funeral, 86. 

Neville's cross, 866. 

Newbottle, chapel at, 181. 

Newbum, school, 155 ; church, 805; cho- 
lera at, SSS. 

Newcastle, history ofl Brand's, 89 ; Bail- 
lie's, SO; Grey's, Bourne's, 169 ; Mac- 
kensie's, 848. 

News, wonderful, 5, 6. 

NiwsrArsas, Tyne Mercury, 10; Ber- 
wick Advertiser, 84 ; Durham County 
Advertiser, 86; Durham Chronicle, 
186; Sunderland and Durham Ship- 
ping Gasette, and Mercantile Adver- 
tiser, 888; Sunderland Herald, Shields 
and Stockton Observer, and General 
Adfertiser,80l; The Albioi^orShiflds, 
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XewcMtle, 8undvkiid» aad Dyriuun 
Weekly AdvertiMr,306 : TiMNortbuin- 
berland AdTertieer, and Affricultunl, 
Sbippini^, And Commerciu Journal, 
809; Newcastle Courant»S08, 840, 867; 
The Newcaalle Journal, 866. 

Nicholas*, St., Newcastle, steeple pJBk^ 
6 ; stone coffin found, 61 ; new win- 
dow, 174; clock, 199; sUined glass 
window, 201 ; clock lighted, 869 ; en- 
closed, 842 ; young man killed, 844 ; 
steeple in danger, 846 ; great bell, 874 ; 
dangerous state, and disco? eries, 899. 

Nonjurors and Papists, 872. 

Northern Academy, see Arts. 

Northern Counties club, 268. 

Northern Diver shot, 178. 

Northern Joint Stock bank, 890. 

Northumberland, duke of, founds a 
school, 62 ; his portrait, 99-; tenantry 
column, 100 ; death of, 107 ; duke of, 
presented with freedom, 114; death of 
the duchess^ 129; lays the foundation 
of Morpeth gaol, 149; erects a school, 
165 ; representatiTe of his majesty, 188; 
address to 240; lord-lieutenant of Ire- 
land, 241 ; plate and departure, 248 ; 
subscribes to erect the AMembly 
Rooms, 876. 

Northumberland militia, 7A. 

Northumberland and Newcastle cavalry, 
125 ; receive their colours, 128 ; seise 
rioters, 154; receive thanks, 165; pre- 
sent a gold vase to their colonel, 169; 
called out, 296. 

Northumberland, contests, 888, 884» 401. 

Nuns, a convent at Cocken,24. 

O. 

Old flesh market, names of, 252. 
Olipbant, James, tried, 875. 
Orange Boven, 76. 
Organs, 171, 175, 287, 280, 873- 
Ossulston's, lord, birth-day, 286; repre- 
sentative for Northumberland, 401. 
Ox, the Durham, 81. 
Oyston, Miss, ascends. in a balloon, 818. 

P. 
Parade ground, Newcastle, 85. 
Parliament, members first returned to, 

under the Reform Bill, 401. 
Patterson, Peter, 374. 
Peace, 8, 9, 80, 81, 872. 
Pearetb, Mrs., 148. 
Pease's, Mrs., alms houses, 182. 
Pedestrians, 72, 146, 160, 886. 
Penances in Durham cathedral, 866. 
PxacT, earl, of age, 27 ; free of Durham, 

88; presented with a sabre, 88; lays 

foundation of the county courts, 67 ; 

lady Julia, 66 ; lord Algernon, of age, 

76 ; earl, his marriage, 105. 
Permanent duty, sss volunteers. 
Perth, earldom claimed, 275, 802. 



Petriflcd Ineif vBS. 

Piers, Berwick,68 ; Hartlepool, 66, 71. 
Pilgrim- street gate, 10. 
Paiory, persons in, 68, 870, 871, 87& 
Pi^ a, falls in, 884, 86a 
Pitmen, meet on the Black Fell, 891, 
298; Newcastle moor, 298; Black 
Fell, 296 ; riotous proceedings, 297; 
meetat Jarrow,296 ; Black F^298; 
South Shields, and Hebbom, 800; 
Boldon Fell, 808, 809; riotously as- 
semble, 886 ; meet on Boldon Fallf 
861 ; affriiy at Helton, and a asaa 
shot, 858 ; aftray at Friar*s Goose, 
864; meet on Boldon Fell, 860,366; 
Cuthbert Skipeey shot, 887; strike 
work, 408^ 
Plague, the, at Newcastle, 888. 
Plate presented to— Sir M. White SM- 
ley,68; Sir H. Davy, 107; Mr. Sla- 
phensoa, 109; Mr. Brandling, 160; 
Mr. Oilmore, 174; Mr. PengiUy, 
286; Mr. ClenneU, 271; Mr. Iiigle. 
dew, 296 ; Mr. Green, 297 ; rev. Mr. 
Collin80U,297; rev.W. Turner, 885; 
Mr. Fonyth,882; Mr. BeU,8R4.* 
PoliUcal unions, 818, 820, 891, 898. 
Ponteland church, 60; road, 865. 
Portcullis of the Gaol, 162. 
Postern -gate. 26. 
Post-office, Newcastle, 885^ 
Potter-gate tower, 86. 
PaxsaavATioMs, luaAcuLons— Gaoige 
Innis, 46; Mr. Sinton, 47; at Jee- 
mond, 61 ; Arthur Marlham, 181 ; 
John Wilson, 182 ; Mr. Charlton, 166; 
John Chisholm, 209 ; near Walbottla, 
226 ; at North Shields, 286 ; WilUam 
Taylor, 264 ; a brewer, 267 ; Mantis 
of Londonderry, 260 ; Ralph H eat II, 
270; Joseph Gardner, 270; WallB0, 
810; Mr. Morton, 860. 
Price, Mr. Joseph, stained glass windowa^ 

126,186. 
Princes, two, st Newcastle, 26. 
Pringle, Mr. James, 172. 
Prisoners escspe, 1,2, 88. 
Prudhoe- street, Newcastle, 156. 
Purvis, WiUiam, BVuid r%, 118, 81% 
805,867. 



Quakers, see Friends. 

Quay, Newcastle, entrance widened,.167; 

boat plied on, 201; gangway erected 

on, 244; chapel on, S^2. 
Quay, North Shields, 168; gangway oBf 

244. 

R. 
Races, grand stand, 4; Mr. Cookaon, 
24; sund falls, 66 ; Lambton Park, 
141 ; Freebooter's death, 206 ; KilUag 
worth, 261 ;Klng*s.Meadowi,876^8(N^ 
861; Durham, 870^ 
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Ballwra, ClwM0, 1?8» tfit; 8tt: acock- 
loii»l87,SQ7>875; Haittepooi» 968. 

Bainbow, a lunar, 198. 

Baiiia*8. rer. Mr., 8cCotlibert,808; t«- 
noable Beda,900^ 

Batne, esq., Jonathan, opens Che Spring 
Asrises.118. 

Banson, Mr., engraver, 888. 

BaTcnsworth casUe, 41. 

Beeorderdiip of Newcasde, and Ber- 
wick, 888, 856. 

Beeorery, house of, 84. 

Bedmarshall church, 81. 

Bead, Archibald, esq., his fifth maroralCy, 
899; entertains dlscinguished foreiffn- 
•rs, 840; grand ball ffiTen by Mrs. 
847.; sixth msToralty, 861. 

Bacd, rer. J., Ytcar, 844. 

Bead, Mr. Robert, 184. 

Befbnn Bill— meetings, 880, 881, 888, 
884^ 868, 809; royal assent, 868 ; cele- 
InmCed, 868, 866, 867,1890, 891 , 898, 894, 

• 895, 899; cindidates under, 400; flnt 
vepresentatives under, 401. 

Begister Office, Durham, 188. 

Beviews, grand, 4, 7, 6, 88, 85, 86, 48. 

Bex vmmu Russell, 175. 

Bichardson, Mr. Joseph, 14. 

Blehardson, Mr. William, 105,176. 

Bicfaroond shilling, 889,898. 

BiddeU's, Mr., X. Y, Z, 851. 

Bidley, Sir M. W., vase presented to, 
69 ; bis death, 71 ; opposes the bnnch 
oustom-house, 96 ; presents a painting, 
114; his son of ace, 884. 

Bippou, James ana John, tried, 875. 

fiiocs, at Sunderiand, 6, 89, 108, 108, 
186 ; Berwick, 88 ; seamen, 94 ; North 
Shields, 184, 805; seamen, 154^ 875; 
kaelmen, 878. 

BItson, Mr. Joseph, 15. 

Boad, new, from Durham, 60. 

Bock, a, falls, 801. 

Boddam, admiral, 84. 

Boman wsU, 4, 808. 

Boman Catholics snd Nonjurors, 878. 

Boman catholic relief bill, 846, 847. 

Boman catholic cbspels, North Shields, 
106, 880 ; Darlington, 804 ; Durham, 
805; Hexham, 817, 881, 888, 841; 
Berwick, 855;Newca8tle,281,818, 884. 

Busria, grand duke Nicholas of, Tnow 
•mperor), 108; frrand duke Michael, 
114; archduke Maximilian, 116. 

S. 
Sadler's balloon, ascent, 93. 
Salmon caught, 85; spectacles in, 189. 
Sands, Mr. James, 880. 
ScROOLa— Wearmouth, 41; Newcastle, 

56, 141, 185; North Shields, 57; 

Alnwick, 68; Durham, 70; Heigh- 

ington, 78; Newbum, 155; Wark- 

worth, 178. 
ScoU* churches, 64, 141, 186, 807. 



SeoCflwood brfaM, 896. 

ScoCC, Sir W Jeer, 896. 

SooCt,RcT. Dr., 86, 115. 

SooCC, Mr. John, engrsver, 814. 

Sooct, WUliam, CmtlBiBg, 806. 

Scriveners, company of, 819. 

Seaham,S»l,867,805. 

Seamen rio^ 94, 154^ 186, 805. 875. 

Shakespeare, cencenary of, 90. 

Shark, 88. 

Sharp, OranriUe, esq., 78. 

Shield, Mr., the compoeer, 887. 

Sbuelds Sooth, librair, 18 ; St. HiUa's, 
65; chapel, 184; lighted, 199; gas 
works and act, 851; petition from, 
888 ; first representative, 408. 

Shields, Noam, dispensaiy, 18 ; library, 
88 quay, 89; light house, S; new 
o ck, 85; light houses, 55; school, 
57 ; duke of Argyle,56 ; Scots* church, 
64 ; disturbance, 94 ; riot, 184 ; lighted, 
181 ; projected bridge, 188 ; Toung 
man disappears from, 801 ; watchmen, 
888; asylum, 850; steam ferries, 854 ; 
first representatiTe, 408. 

Ships launched, Bucephalus, 89; Isabel- 
la, 861 ; George Green, 871 ; duka of 
Northumberland, 891. 

Shot, men— Thomas Heron, 48; John 
Robson, 66; Joseph Claxton, 184; 
James Miller, 144 ; four, at Sunder- 
land, 187 ; Andrew Percy, 808 ; Tho- 
mas Bell, 804 ; John Errington, 854 ; 
Cuthbert Skipsey, 887. 

Shot tower illuminated, 80. 

Simonbum divided, 115, 187. 

Simpson, Richard, tried, 871. 

Sinton, Mr., escape of, 47. 

Slaley, new church at, 860. 

Smith, Rev. Johu, vicar, 198. 

Smugglers' hole, 147. 

Snow storms, 158, 886. 

Sockburn, manor of, 195. 

Soldiers foundered, 5 ; upset 61. 

Somnambulist, a, 110. 

Sparrows' nests, 81, 806,814,880. 

Spearman, Gilbert, tried, 870. 

Spence, Mr. Thomas, 85. 

Squire, Thomas, 877. 

Steam- Packets on the Tyne, 81 ; Hyl- 
ton Jolliffe, 805; United Kingdom, 
818; Tourist, 858; ferries, 854, City 
of Edinburgh, SOS. 

Stevenson, esq., William, 849. 

Stockdale, Rev. Percival, 68. 

Stocks, a joiner in the, 884. 

SrocKTON<— «anal, 59; lighted, 180 
railway, 143; market, 178 ; railway, 
187; glass window, 816; railway, 867, 
875 ; chain bridge, 885 ; cut, 888. 

Stone, toads in, 50, 70; fish in, 178 ; ask 
in, 808. 

Stoney, Mr., see Bowes 

Storey, John, and dauohters, 47. 

Stormout's, lord, manuge, 850. 
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Storms at MS, 8, 19» 84, 64k S67. 

Stowell, lord, oppotn Ui« brmncb cuslom- 
house, and portrait of, 96 : at Newcas- 
tle, 121 ; street named after his lord- 
ship, ITOl 

Straker's, Mr., patent windlass, 261. 

Scyca, a rare coin, 74. 

Suicides, Blenkinsop, 8; Man. Poole, 
86; Martha Wilson, 104; John and 
Lancelot Younghusband, 117; Wil- 
liam Cuzen, 879 ; David George Cla- 
ter, 881. 

Suin>KmLAXD,riot,6; library, 7; Light- 
house, 1 1 ; act far paving, 50 ; machine 
64; Exchange 68; riot, 89; burial- 
ground, 118; Infirmary, 117; hirings, 
and market, 154 ; lighted, 171 ; riot, 
186; theatre, S20: butchers' markets, 
85(^ S80 ; new bells, 871 ; coble upset, 
800; first printer, 874 ; first represen- 
tatives, 408. 

Sunderland, north, church at, 806. 

Sartees, Robert, esq., rare coin, 108. 

Sussex, duke of, visits the North, and lays 
the foundation stone of the Literary 
and Philosophical Society, Newcastle, 
168 ; visitsHowick and Raby castle, 886. 

Swallow, Joseph, tried, 878. 

Swimmer, Dr. Bedale, the, 804. 

Swinburne, Henry, esq., 18* 

Sykes, Mr. T. C, 186. 

T. 
Taylor, Mr. Hedry, 159. 
Tempest, sir H. v., 78. 
Temple, New Jerusalem, 146. 
Theatre, accident in, 159. 
Thomas', St., chapel, 807, 866, 874, 875, 

883. 
Thompson, Mr. Thomas, 9, 98. 
Thompson, Mr. Benjamin, 847. 
Thompson, Mr. W. G., SiO. 
Thornev-bum church, 1 15. 
Tbrockfey, reriew on, S6, 
Thunder storms, 81, S8, 45, 46, 47, 55, 

88, 84, 189, 177, 851, 854, 855, 867, 

808,876,898. 
Tides, high, 86, 56, 64, 70. 
Toads, in a wall, 60; in stone, 70; in a 

wall, 888. 
Tokens issued, 64. 
Town moor dispute, 885, 
Tragedies, Durham, 898, 893. 
Trees, horse shoe in, 87 : and nuts, 150 ; 

in theses, 155; birds^ nests in, 806; 

petrified, 868. 
Trevelyan, Sir John, 818. 
Trimdon burial ground, 68. 
Trotter, Dr. Thomas, 898. 
Turner, rev. William, 884, 885. 
Tyne hussars, 197, 864. 
Tynemouth, plan of, 86; skeletons, 

found, 88, 35, 181 ; curious stones, 168; 

cemetery and curious epitaph, 846, 849: 

gates closed, 866. 



Ttmb um. Inlenaa frotl and ditwiioM 
on, 77: nnt iteam-paeket oii« 81; 
AgricoU's fieet in, 188; Danish llaali 
in, 188 : low tbb. 176. 

Tyrconnell, countess of, 4ii 

U. 
Union of England and Ireland, 4; «f 

masonic lodges, 86. 
Union Sunday school jubilee, 815* 
Union Way, North Shields, 168. 
Unitarian chapel, 876. 
United secession churdi, 16S» 
Ushaw, college at, 87. 
Usworth, chapel at, 801. 

V. 

Vases presented to colonel Sir M. W. 
Ridley, 09; lieutenant- colonel Brand- 
ling, 160. 

Vasey, Mr. WiUiam, 199L 

Velocipede, Mr. Kent's, 147* 

Vend, coal trade, 861. 

Vessels, lost, 8; under convoy, 8 ; lotCy 
178; Betsey Cains, 800; George tfreen, 
871 ; Younghusband, 887 ; lost, 888. 

Victories celebrated, 7, 89, 76, 79. 

Vimeira, battle of, 89, 

Volunteers, 4, 7, 6, 17, 16, 81, 88, 88, 81^ 
85, 46, 66, 69, 186, 186. 

W. 
Waggon train, 17, 83, 84. 
Walker, rev. George, 81. 
Walker, captain, lost, 867. 
Walker, Mr. Edward, 80S. 
Walker, Francis, tried, 3o9. 
Wallis, rev. Richard, 808. 
Walls of Newcastle, Pilgrim^street gate, 

10; Postern gate, 86; Westgate,66; 

Carlioi tower, 156; foundation of, 167; 

Newgate, 160, 176. 
Walisend church, 38. 
Wark and other churches, 115. 
Warkworth, carrier shot, 144; school^ 

178; chapel, 806; church on fire, 886. 
Waterspouts, 113,881. 
Waterloo anniversary, 100. 
Watson, somnambuJitt, 110. 
Watts, Mrs. Jane, 197. 
Well, escape from a, 857, 860. 
Wellesley, defeaU the French, 89. 
Wellington, duke of, visiu Durham and 

Northumberland, 809,810, 811, 818. 
Westgate, 65. 

Westgate hill cemetery, 865, 868. 
Wetheraid, RowUnd, 874. 
Whales, at Holy Island, 87,66; North 

Sunderland, 106 ; CressweU, 161 f 

Fern Islands, near Berwick, 861 ; 
* Coquet Island, 397. 
Whickham, cemeterv, 66. 
White cross removed, S9, 
Wiggan, Mr., leaps from the gaoL 81* 
Willdnson, Mr. Robert, HI. 
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WlUian IV. praeUBMl, t77,tm; co- 
tooMkiD ot, ail. 

Will, ■ coriutu, saa. 

WilH>D, Ann, tTMd, SN. 
Wtndlw, Mr. Stnbr**, HU. 
Wlndoni, in Mined ■!««», 1!5, 186,101, 
2IS,flS4. 

viDd MotB^ ao, ar, loa, iw, iM, ut^ 
!■», iBi, aai, saa, tss. SB*. 

WinlMali drarck, ao7, «Ci. 
Wlubenft, trial (br, aafc 
WluoD cutla and MUta^ 103. 



X,T,Z,Mr. Ridd*U'ibam,9ftl. 



YoaDgboAuHl, J. and L., commit 

dd^ 117. 
Tonnghiuband, tha ihip, loM, 887. 
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